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the new mpg

comparing miles per gallon is suddenly irrelevant —
the Nissan LEAF" doesn't even have a gas tank.
so let's just compare what your car can get you
for a single dollar. the math speaks for itself.
innovation for the planet. innovation for all.

visit NissanUSA .com

the new car-
the 100% electric, no-gas Nissan LEAF




There’s a place for
unburned fuel.
It's called a gas tank.



Light 'Em Up. Bosch Spark Plugs with surface air gap technology deliver the
most powerful spark you can buy. They're engineered to ignite fuel instead
of letting it smother performance and blow out your tailpipe. That’s no place

for unburned fuel. Discover the true power of Bosch. Install a new set today.

Learn more at Lightemup.com

©2010 Robert Bosch LLC. USA all rights reserved

BOSCH

Invented for life



THE VISIONARY’S WATCH

No other watch is engineered quite like a Rolex. The Milgauss, introduced in 1956,
was designed to meet the demands of the scientific community and is capable of
withstanding magnetic fields of up to 1,000 gauss. After rigorous testing by CERN
engineers, it earned a reputation as the perfect magnetic shield. Today's Milgauss
features a Parachrom hairspring that provides additional protection from the effects
of magnetism. The Milgauss, exclusively available in 904L steel, is presented here

in its Anniversary Edition with a unique green sapphire crystal.
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SUPERLATIY. CHRONOMETER
OFFICIALLY CERTIFIED

FOR AN OFFICIAL ROLEX JEWELER CALL |1-800-367-6539. ROLEX
ROLEX % OYSTER PERPETUAL AND MILGAUSS ARE TRADEMARKS.

NEW YORK ROLEX.COM
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WE DIDN'T START WITH A CLAY
WE STARTED WITH THE EU




Europe's “Car of the Year 2009"* was a great starting point. Then an international feam of engineers began
enhancing its performance, refining its design and adding features and amenities to create the allnew
Buick Regal: a true world-class sport sedan for America. Featuring an all-aluminum, direct-injected engine,

a performance-tuned suspension and some of the most beautiful sheet metal ever wrapped around

a chdssis.. So who needs clay? The sport-injected 2011 Buick Regal. The New Class of World Class.

Starting at $26,995*

*Opel Insignia winner of “Car of the Year 2009."  **As shown, $27,995. MSRP. Tax, title, license, dealer fees and other optional equipment extra.
©2010 General Motors, All rights reserved. Buick® Buick emblem® Insignia® Regal®
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MASSA'S EYES

How would you feel if you were ordered

to relinquish the lead to your teammate at
Germany, exactly one year after an errant
spring from another car nearly blinded
you in one eye? Felipe Massa's eyes tell the
story: At Ferrari, it's not about the drivers;
it's about the Scuderia winning the World
Championship. Always has been that way.
Always will be that way.

PHOTO BY PAUL-HENRI CAHIER

Canon EOS-1Ds Mark 111 1/200s at f/4.0.
1SO 200 Canon 200mm lens with
1.4x tele extender

Purchase this print (and other Focal Point

images) at the Road & Track Photo Store.
www.roadandtrack.com/focalpoint
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Check out this month's

BONUS “EYE CANDY”
VIDEO SPECIAL: |

MOTOWNSHOWDOWN:
556-bhp CTS-V Coupe vs. 550-bhp Shelby GT500

*SEE PAGE 16 FOR “HOW-TO” INSTRUCTIONS. YOU CAN ALSO TEXT “GRUDGE” TO 44636 OR GO ONLINE: ROADANDTRACK.COM/GRUDGE
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VIDEO SERIES: HEAD-TURNING CARS
BUILDING A RECORD- THAT WON'T BREAK
BREAKING KIZASHI THE BANK

Driving a car that looks like a

Every year, cars line up on the
million bucks doesn't mean you

Bonneville Salt Flats in Utah

during Speed Week with the hope

have ta hand over a seven-figure

of breaking land speed records in SPORTS CARS check to own one. To prove it,
various categories. This year, Road WITH THE BEST we've come up with a list of new
& Track was there with our eye on RESALE VALUE cars that ooze with sex appeal,

the current Blown Gas Coupe record
of 202-plus mph.

For two months, we modified
a Suzuki Kizashi with the goal
of becoming the new land speed
record holder in this class.

Follow our progress with R&T's
new video series that details the
Kizashi's build, and our runs at
Bonneville as they happened.

. RoadandTrack.com/KizashiBuild .

ROAD & TRACK www.roadandtrack.com

The best sports cars are wickedly
fast, have razor-sharp handling
and guarantee a great drive. Yet
when it comes to resale value,
many dream machines can turn
into money-losing nightmares
due to depreciation. However,
there are a few that do hold their
value. Here's our list of the ones
with the most staying power.

RoadandTrack.com/Value

grab attention wherever they go,
and most important, all cost less
than $25K.

RoadandTrack.com/Hot25K
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Pass it o to a friend...
or keep it for your collection!
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Contact us at 1-800-PORSCHE or porscheusa.com. €2010 Parsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffic laws at all times.
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Porsche recommends Mobil k1 In association with the American Le Mans Series September 29-October 2, 2010.

It will do what no other race car has.
Just by showing up.

Anticipation in Atlanta. The new 911 GT3 R Hybrid makes its American debut at the
historic Petit Le Mans 10-hour race at Road Atlanta. It will set out to prove, as it did

at the 24 hours at Nurburgring, that Porsche Intelligent Performance is as impressive
as it is inspiring. With every braking maneuver, energy is stored and fed back to
electric motors to be used for acceleration if needed. The end result: technology that
increases fuel efficiency and enhances power. Technology that will not only be tested
at one of the most challenging races in the world, it will also translate directly to our
sports cars on the road. It's no wonder the eyes of the racing world are fixed on Atlanta.
Please visit porschemotorsport.com for further information.

PORSCHE



NOW ITS TRULY THE ULTIMATE.

PROXES FROM TOYO TIRES.
Toyo Tires" winning racing heritage is built into every Proxes tire. As is a refined tread design, incredible wet and dry handling and aggressive good looks
Making your high-performance automobile even more so.

Proxes RBBB™ Proxes TIR™ Proxes 4™

Ten Tires reminds yru to cne responsibly. Never aperate a sehicle in an unsafe or unlawful manner - Find your nearest dealer at toyatires com or call [800] 953-8496.




BY MATT DELORENZO

> EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

New Model Year Musings

The traditional October start of the new model year

used to be something akin to car Christmas for enthusiasts. Show-
room windows were papered over, new models were delivered
draped with dropcloths or under the cover of darkness. Dealers
held galas and manufacturers spent huge sums on ad blitzes to
hawk their latest wares. Chevrolet went as far as doing a 5-min-
ute-long commercial featuring
the stars of Bonanza, Bewitched
and The Man from UN.C.L.E.
to introduce the *65 lineup.

It’s not quite the same these
days. Manufacturers now intro-
duce cars when they’re ready
for market rather than waiting
for some arbitrary fall date.
The 2011 models have been ar-
riving almost since the start of
this calendar year. Rather than
being a celebration, the tradi-
tional start of the model year is
a more reflective period, a time
to take stock of the automotive
landscape and what all these
changes mean. In this vein, our
new car issue not only catalogs
what’s new for 2011, but also
what cars are going away and
other changes we expect to see
over the next 12 months. It’s
a bittersweet undertaking, for
every Ferrari 458 Italia and
Mercedes-Benz SLS AMG to
get excited about, there’s a Pon-
tiac G8 or Saturn Sky that is
history. The 2011 model year
is remarkable in the number
of divisions that have simply
disappeared—Pontiac, Saturn,
Mercury and Hummer—marques both new and old that are no
longer viable in a market that has shrunk to nearly half of its
record highs.

Much can be learned about the state of the industry by ve-
hicles that are being discontinued. Take the PT Cruiser for in-
stance. This retro trucklet was a sensation when it was launched
in 2000 (ironically, it was originally going to be a Plymouth, but
was switched to Chrysler when that poorly performing brand
was axed). It struck a chord for its design and utility. Unfortu-
nately, its popularity waned as cost cutting cheapened the inte-
rior and new features, like all-wheel drive, were shelved. The PT
literally was left to languish despite having a solid core of happy

and loyal owners (myself included).

Replacing the PT at Chrysler’s Toluca, Mexico, plant is the
plucky Fiat 500, another retro-mobile upon which the Italian
automaker is pinning its hopes for a successful return to Amer-
ica after a 28-year hiatus. How well this launch is managed will
be a precursor to the 500 viability here and if America is really
ready for the return of Alfa Romeo next year, when it launches
with a new range of products
that reflect the joint efforts of
Fiat and its Chrysler partner.

Also worth watching is the
newly slimmed down GM.
Can it generate critical mass
at Buick with the new Regal, a
car that is sure to surprise peo-
ple, and at Chevrolet where the
Cruze and Volt are crucial in
establishing credibility in both
the small car and alternative-
power arenas?

Meanwhile, Ford is placing
a huge bet that its Explorer,
now a crossover as opposed to
a truck-based SUV, can recap-
ture buyers in the numbers that
made the original a hit. And
certainly, there is no lack of ex-
citement with the new 5.0-liter
Mustang GT and a greatly im-
proved GT500—now if only
they could build a successor to
the GT.

Speaking of supercars, the
Lexus LFA, after 10 years of
development, makes a cameo
appearance in 2011—only 500
of these V-10 rockets will be
built. While there is much to
admire about the LFA, I don’t
think it will garner genuine respect for the brand in enthusiast
circles because it is such a one-off. The LFA demonstrates Toy-
ota’s technical prowess (much as the 2000GT did in the 1960s)
but not much else. What is needed is that level of commitment
to high performance in cars that are offered year in and year out.
Something is out of whack when the full might of Toyota’s per-
formance technology is focused on a limited-run supercar, while
it has to rely on Subaru to help it develop an affordable, fun-to-
drive sporty coupe in the FT-86.

The 2011 model year is shaping up as pivotal for carmakers
large and small, from the likes of GM and Toyota to Fisker and
Lotus. While there might not be as much magic as in days gone
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by, there is no lack of drama.
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At MacNeil Automotive, we are doing’ our part
for the American economy and for our 300 mllhon
fellow citizens and neighbors. My philosophy is
that if my neighbor doesn’t have a joby sooner or
later I won’t have a job either. For'example, we used
to have our All-Weather Floor Mats manufactured
in England by a company that used antiquated,
inefficient equipment. They made a decent floor
mat for us, but we thought we could build a better
floor mat for our customers using modern American.
technology, American raw materials and skilled
American workers. So in 2007 we transferred all
of our floor mat manufacturing back to the United
States. Today, we build the best fitting, highest
quality automotive floor mats in the world, right
here in America.

.

b

Our machine shop is equipped with 17 CNC
machining centers including four 4 axis mills-and one ..
5 axis mill that produce between 30 to 50 injection "

-and thermoforming molds per month. We have one '
shift of highly skilled American Journeymen . . e < - _
toolmakers and apprentices, but our machinesrun _ = e ";”ﬂ‘:it gt o 2 "—F i P
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. There is not a more" - Y el "Slte' & j QNC Amnt’ﬁ e \, 1'9“*_?,‘35
efficient tool and mold making operation inthe =~
world - and guess what, it’s right here in America.
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©2010 by MacNeil IPLLC e~




As youscan see
developing and manuf‘tm
tive accessories for-our con
as we are paaslonate about C

= f:ce}mmy preserving the Amerluan industrial infra-
structure, and keeping the “ msmey in our family, a
family of 300 millionpeople from all over America.

Life is simple; be good to your fellow man, be kind
to animals:and the environment, and place building
a quality product, supporting your country and your -
fellow American worker before profit. And, one
last thing - let’s all do our best to balance family
- time with work time as our children are the future of
-~ America. o “

Smcerely, q

Davld MacNell
Founder/CEO

AUTOMOTIVE
PRODUCTS LIMITED

Specialists in Original Equipment and
Aftermarket Automotive Accessories




Seeit...
Scanit...

Watchit!

Watch ROADETRACK come to

life on your smartphone:

In this issue, wherever you see the Road & Track
Steering Wheel image tag, simply snap a picture
of it with your smartphone and you'll instantly be
taken to a great video of the story you're reading.

You can see this new feature demonstrated at

roadandtrack.com/seetag
Hereishowitworks ;-
in 3 easy steps: tag

Get the FREE Microsoft Tag Reader
through your smartphone browser
by going to http://gettag.mobi,
or text “RTTAG” to 44636.
Follow the steps to download.*

Open the Tag Reader and find
the Road & Track Steering Wheel
image tag in the magazine.

Snap a photo of the Steering Wheel
image tag and you'll be taken
automatically to the associated video.

TO SEE VIDEQ,
YOU CAN ALSO TEXT
“GRUDGE" TO 44636

andtrack.com
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Exclusive TotalShield™ Technology

GX65

GPS-Powered Camera Protection

Rxssru Highest-Performing radar and
Fatented AutoScan™ Technology laser detectors starting under $300

When you want ultimate control,
Performance Rules

The Professional Series from Beltronics uses industry leading technology to
protect you against all radar and laser bands. Take our worry free 30-day test
drive* today and see for yourself. If you're not completely satisfied, simply return
it for a complete refund. See for yourself how Beltronics Performance Rules.

BELTRONICS™  DyofessonilSenics

Call toll-free 800-588-4899 or visit beltronics.com

*a0-day test drive applies to factary direct arders only

Department ROADTK




WHEN IT COMES TO QUALITY WE GO THE EXTRA 2.3 MILES.




THINK ABOUT IT.

Each and every Sonata we build at our plant in Montgomery, Alabama, is put through a

rigorous 2.3-mile test drive. It’s the final step in a long process of quality controls to ensure every
car we build meets our high standards. Because if you're going to offer America’s Best Warranty, @ HYUNDAI

you better build a car that can back it up. To find out more, visit HyundaiSonata.com.

THE ALL-NEW SONATA

Powertrain LIMITED WARRANTY. Best warranty claim based on total package of warranty programs. See dealer for LIMITED WARRANTY details. Hyundai is a registered trademark of Hyundai Motor America. All rights reserved. ©2010 Hyundai Motor America,
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The Future of Vif

hat lies upsthe road f r Afnerica’s meanest supercar?
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In 2008, Dodge sold 1172
Vipers; in 2008, only 659.
Prior to that, close to 2000
Vipers were rolling off
dealer lots per year. Over
25,000 of these venomous
sports cars have been sold
since Dodge introduced it
in 1992, making the Viper
a success, at least until last
year's dismal performance.

ROAD & TRACK
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Things actually started
going downhill in 2008
when it was announced
that the Viper brand was
for sale. Within a year
Chrysler went bankrupt
and then a deal was struck
with Fiat that saved Chrys-
ler and, strangely, also the
Viper. A quick succession
of management changes

Ty

seems to have worked in
the Viper's favor. In June
of 2008, Fiat chief Sergio
Marchionne was appointed
CEO of Chrysler Group. The
next month came news
that not only was Viper no
longer for sale, but that
Ralph Gilles, Chrysler's vice
president of product design
(and a known Viper fanatic)

would be the new CEO of
Dodge Cars and be directly
responsible for the Viper.
He extended production of
the 2010 model as far as
it could go, which was this
past June, because in July
it would have to become

a 2011 model. While there
won't be a 2011 model, we
have reason to believe we'll

Edited by Mike Monticello

see a concept for a new
Viper sometime in 2012,
destined for production the
following year.

The next Viper will use
the same B.4-liter V-10
making 600 horsepower.
There's nothing wrong with
this, especially since the
pushrod engine is appar-
ently capable, with reason-
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able modification, of meet-
ing emissions requirements
up to 2018. The simple
addition of direct injection
could see power output

. rise to 700 bhp. llmor

| Marine sells the engine

in 650-bhp and 725-bhp

configurations, built at the

| Viper factory. Interestingly,

! llmor is still selling the en-

Introduced at the Detroit Auto Show.

“VULU [ UN

Viper RT/10 Concept

gine even though the Viper
plant is closed. Could it be
the llmor folks know that
Viper production will start
up again before they run
out of engines? It's a safe
bet they do.

Believe it or not, the
Mercedes-Benz SLS AMG
was destined to be the
next Viper's kissing cousin.
Although those plans have
since been scrapped, the
manual transaxle and lon-
ger wheelbase developed
in the process will likely be
kept for the next-gener-
ation Viper, which would
help with heat manage-
ment, interior space and fi-

' nally allow the driver's seat,

steering wheel and pedals
to all line up.

The steel frame and
general construction of the
Viper will remain basically
the same, as it's already
very light and strong. It's
also possible a less-pow-
erful V-8 version would
be created as a stepping-
stone to the Viper—think
Chrysler Crossfire concept.

| Apparently Dodge engi-

neers have even talked to
Ferrari about performance
stability control and how
to improve the car's steer-
ing feel.

But rest assured, the
next Viper will not be a Fer-
rari—Gilles is too much of a
Viper fanatic to allow that.
The car is guaranteed to
have a true manual gear-
box and a real off button
for the stahility control. It
will be significantly better
than the current version,
yet still retain the brutish
nature that only serious car
enthusiasts revel in. The
Viper saga is not over. It's

just on hold.—Shaun Bailey

1992-2002
RT/10 Roadster

The ariginal Viper didn't have roll-up windows,
but it did have an 8.0-liter V-10 with 400 bhp.

s | 1996-2002

& GTSCoupe
Abump to 450 bhpand a significant weight savings
made the new GTS coupe outsell the roadster.

| 1998 |==#3 -
¢S () -
GT2 (100 made)

Limited production of GTS-R race cars necessitated
arunof street-legal cars for homologation.

1999-2002] 15 ACR

The American Club Racer was made for those Viper
enthusiasts who demanded more in the corners.
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Final Edition (360 made)
Red with white stripes just like the ALMS-winning
race cars—326 coupes and 34 ACRs were made.

: 2003-2010'

SRT10 Convertible
A folding top and an 8.3-liter V-10
with 500 bhp. Who needs a coupe?

2006-2010 |
SRT10 Coupe >

Itwasn't planned, but customers demanded
acoupe, so Dodge brought it back.

All 2008 models got upgraded to 500 bhp and
the ACR came back to dominate the track.

Final Edition

No 2011 model will be produced and this could be the
last Viper made. But nobody really believes that.

/ar
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Ski Lodge
Conference Center

el nEINeE Il Towing Capacity

Sports Stadium Adaptive Front Lighting J
Beach House Terrain Response® ﬂld
Theatre 480-Watt Audio System ' A
Hardware Store 7 Passenger Seating

T Hard Disc Drive Navigation

Surround Camera System
Air Suspension

Portable Audio Interface
Alpine Glass Roof

Whatever the surface, the Land Rover LR4 takes it
on with confidence. Land Rover's patented Terrain
Response® system comes standard on all LR4s and
gives access to over 60 years of Land Rover all-terrain
expertise and state-of-the-art dynamic technology.

To experience for yourself, take a test drive at your

ocal Land Rover Centre

LAND ROVER LR4 Why get a car when you can own a Land Rover?




MORE PHOTOS

ONLINE FOR MORE: ROADANDTRACK.COM/91IGT2RS

Although at first glance
the car in these photos
could be mistaken for just
another 911 variant, the
reality is that the 911 GT2
RS takes Porsche’s rear-
engine sports car to an
entirely new performance
level. Move in closer and
you'll note the RS is dif-
ferentiated from its siblings
by the generous use of car-
bon-fiber-reinforced plastic
(CFP), most notably in the
trunklid, fenders, mirrors,
rear air intakes and the lip
spoiler. Compared to the
stock GT2, the car's 12-mm
wider front track, 5-mm
lower ride height and

center-locking Speedline
wheels make for a more
aggressive stance.

The GT2 RS is armed
with a racebred engine
originally designed for
the 24 Hours of Le Mans,
brought to production as
a 3.6-liter twin-turbo flat-
& with Variable Turbine
Geometry (VTG). A single-
mass flywheel saves
weight and lets the engine
rev freely to its 6750-rpm
redline, in what feels like
a never-ending punch of
power. The RS lays its
620 bhp and 516 Ib.-ft. of
torque to the pavement

via a B-speed manual driv-

"’ a4

ing the rear wheels, and
according to Porsche hits
60 mph in just 3.4 sec-
onds with a top speed of
205 mph (the last limited
by gearing).

Andreas Preuninger,
project manager for
Porsche motorsport-
derived road cars, notes
that the RS was designed
not just for acceleration
prowess, but also for ulti-
mate speed and handling
on a racetrack. In fact, the

RS was born when Parsche
engineers were fine-tuning

the regular GT2 and came
up with a wish list of how
it could be further im-

PORSCHE918 SPYDER A GO!

Y= Dorsche 911

- GT2RS

5.
proved. So it's no wonder
the RS can lap the famed
Niirburgring in 7 min., 18
sec.—besting the Corvette
ZR1, Dodge Viper ACR and
Nissan GT-R.

Despite a rain shower
during our drive, the GT2
RS still demonstrated its
superb performance. Ball
joints throughout most
of the suspension ensure
that geometries aren't
compromised under load.
More suspension rigidity
also means that the RS
can maximize its Michelin
Pilot Sport Cup N1 spec
(front) and N2 spec (rear)
tires, generating a claimed

&

1.5g lateral grip. Through
Cermany’s Black Forest,
the car felt right at home
with a precise steering feel
and confidence-inspiring
rear grip, even in the wet.
And despite firmer springs
coupled to adjustable
dampers, the ride was
never choppy and surpris-
ingly compliant.

Production of the 911
GT2 RS will be limited to
500 cars worldwide, with a
starting price of $245,000.
We're told about 135 cars
are destined for the U.S.
starting in October. Don't
wait to place your order.

—Patrick Hong

In a bit of a shocker, Porsche’s supervisory board has given
the green light for a production version of the plug-in hybrid
918 Spyder concept first seen at the Geneva auto show this
past March. Porsche said it decided to develop the hybrid su-
percar due to “the overwhelming response from the public and
customers to the Concept Study.” Bloomberg reported Porsche
received about 2000 hand-raisers since Geneva, clearing the
1000 minimum sales pledges the company required.

The 2-seat 918 Spyder concept mates a 500-bhp V-8 engine
mounted amidships with lithium-ion-powered electric motors
at the front and rear, adding another 218 hp to the mix. With its
carbon-fiber chassis, the 918 Spyder weighs only about 3300
Ib. Porsche estimates the Spyder will accelerate to 62 mph (100
km/h) in less than 3.2 seconds and can reach a top speed of
198 mph. We expect to see the production 918 Spyder in about
two years, with an estimated price of $640,000.—PH




Whether you think it’s different or expected,
you're right.

The status quo finds no refuge in the coils of Saab DNA. Proof is the all-new 9-5.

Ice-blocked inspir

rne history
drives all four wheels. Blacked-out A-pillars fc 1d. Scandinavian

landscape meets turbo 1Q.

ere it should be, but the results are boldly unexpected.

n different is your dance partner, that's how the

music plays. Then again, you already knew that

Test-drive the all-new 9-5. Visit allnew95.com.



SPIED! 2012

Chevy Camaro Z28's death = fied hood on the production  in excess of 500 bhp to

have been greatly exagger- 228 to accommodate a properly do battle with the
CH EVRO Ln ated, judging by this recent = version of GM's LSA su- Ford Shelby GT500 Mus-

spy photo. The on-again, percharged 6.2-liter V-8, tang, which incidentally was

CAMAROZ28

It appears rumors of the

off-again ultimate Camaro
is apparently on again,
likely being readied for a

PHOTO BY BRENDA PRIDDY

launch perhaps as early as
next year as a 2012 model.
While the nose of the
prototype sports cam-
ouflage to hide a much
larger lower front air intake,
the lower ride height, big
wheels and huge brakes tip
off that this is a very special
Camaro. Look for a modi-

which currently sees duty
in the Cadillac CTS-V to the
tune of 556 bhp and 551

Ib.-ft. of torque.
As with the
Corvette LSS
engine upon which
it's based, the super-
charger and intercooler sit
on top of the engine, which
adds considerably to the
height of the unit. The Z28
is expected to produce well

seen being tested alongside
the Camaro.
—Matt Del orenzo

All this newfound energy is transmitted to the rear wheels via AMG's
Speedshift 7-speed transmission, which features a wet start-up clutch
that replaces the conventional torque converter. What the previously men-
tioned performance figures don't reveal, though, is the car’s phenomenal
midrange performance fueled by those twin turbos once the tachometer
sweeps past 2000 rpm—before you can even think about it, this fabulous
engine is hurtling the big S-Class down the road at impressive velocities.
Quibbles: The automatic can't be considered silky-smooth, the steering
feel is a bit light and the handling a tad floaty. The S63 goes on sale in
November, priced near $135,000.—lan Adcock

This story is really all about an engine: AMG’s all-new, handbuilt direct-
injected 5.5-liter twin-turbo V-8. In standard tune it delivers 544 bhp and
590 |b.-ft. of torgue; in optional high-power trim it produces 571 bhp and
664 Ib.-ft. of torque, the latter from 2500 to 3750 rpm (with 645 |b.-ft.
available from 2000 rpm). On the road that translates into stellar perform-
ance: 0-62 mph (100 km/h) in 4.4 seconds and an electronically limited
top speed of 186 mph. Not bad for a long-wheelbase luxury sedan that
tips the scales north of 5500 Ib. What's more, AMG claims the car is 25
percent more economical than the outgoing SB3, which used a normally
aspirated 6.2-liter V-8.

Now with twin turbos

Shocking Automotive Survey

PAINSTAKING RESEARCH PROVES BLACK CARS
ARE DIFFICULT TO SEE AT NIGHT

In a research study conducted by Monash University of Melbourne, Australia, which analyzed
police data of more than 850,000 accidents over 20 years, it was found that if you drive a black
car you're 47 percent more likely to be involved in an accident than if you drive a white, gold or
yellow car, the last three deemed to be the safest.

Other crash-happy colors include gray, silver, blue and, surprisingly, red.

Further data from the study: During daylight hours, black cars were 12 percent more likely to
be in a crash than white vehicles, while during dawn and dusk that figure rocketed to 47 percent.
Still, the team suggested that color is less of a factor in crashes than drinking or speeding.—IA
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Dodge has revealed a
limited-production model
called the Mopar "10 Chal-
lenger, “representing the
first time the Chrysler
Group will launch a special-
edition version of one of
our cars,” said Pietro Gor-
lier, president and CEO of
Mopar. Only S00 examples
will be produced, all in
triple black—black exterior,
black interior with black
20-in. forged-alloy wheels,
although customers will

AUDI Al

Could America be next?

Audi is entering the lion’s
den with its diminutive Al.
Not only does it face strong
competition in Europe from
the likes of the Mini, Alfa
Romeo MiTo and Citroén's
DS3, but profit margins
in this sector are slimmer
than Keira Knightley, which
is why this car is essentially
underpinned by the same
structure as the cheaper

Exciting new things
are happening to the Kia
Sportage for 2011, in-

cluding a more powerful
176-bhp base 4-cylinder

- R

"TOCHALLENGER

Mean-spirited pony car

have the option to choose
among blue, silver and red
accents throughout the car.
Mopar spiced up the in-
terior with Katzkin leather
seats, a new leather-
wrapped steering wheel
and a T-handle shifter for
automatic-equipped mod-
els and a pistol-grip handle
for manual gearboxes.
But the most noticeahle
change to the Mopar 10
is that big honking T/A-
style hood scoop, which

Volkswagen Polo.
Audi's engineers
tweaked the MacPherson
strut front suspension and
torsion beam rear axle to
their own settings, and on
the billiard-smooth roads
surrounding Berlin it de-
livered an equally smooth
ride. The recalibrated
steering has more feel
than larger Audis), with
the result that the little
hatch could be chucked
into corners with enough
gusto to produce some
tire squeal.

engine and, down the road,
a 270-bhp 2.0-liter turbo
four. This Kia compact util-
ity vehicle offers a choice
of front- or all-wheel drive,

greatly adds to the car’s
menacing appearance.
Although in truth the
Mopar 10 is mostly an ap-
pearance package, Corlier
says the car's cold-air
intake should give the 5.7-
liter V-8 an estimated 15-

The Al's engine—a 1.4-
liter TFSI 4-cylinder with
122 bhp and 147 |b.-ft. of
torque from 1500-4000
rpm—dispatches 0-62
mph (100 km/h) in 89
seconds when paired with
the 7-speed S tronic dual-
clutch transmission. This
is a silky combination, the
only letdown being a slight
hesitancy when setting off
in the stop-start mode.
There's potential for
plenty more power to be
put through the Al's excel-
lent chassis, and an engi-

a 10-percent larger cargo
area than that of the ve-
hicle it replaces, improved
fuel economy (22/31 mpg
for the base engine) and a

kS

bhp increase over the stock

Challenger R/T's 376 bhp.
On the handling front, the
Mopar 10 comes standard
with the R/T’s optional
Super Track Pak suspen-
sion, which includes larger
anti-roll bars, stiffer bush-
ings and firmer springs
and shocks, while further

handling improvements will
be realized via the Mopar
"10's front and rear strut-
tower braces.

The Mopar "10 Chal-
lenger will list for $38,000,
on sale now in both the
U.S. and Canada.

—Mike Monticello

neer revealed that a Quat-
tro version is in the pipeline
along with a 5-door and
a convertible. Will you get

slew of available upgrades,
including a panorama sun-
roof, heated/cooled driver's
seat, Bluetooth and satel-
lite radio.

The Sportage’s new body
has grown 3.5 in. longer
and 2.1 in. wider, but it's
also considerably sleeker
and a bit lower. And despite
all the upgrades, weight is
down by roughly 200 |b.
For the modern electronics
enthusiast, Kia has done a
deal with Microsoft to pro-
duce UVO (your voice) that
allows the driver to control
cellphone, audio system
and text messaging via
voice commands.

QOut on the road, the new

to see any of these in your
showrooms in the U.S.?

The debate is underway at
Ingolstadt.—/A

Sportage offers decent
performance (unfortu-
nately the turbo was not
yet available), with a good
ride and handling mix
along with lots of com-
fort. The rough surface of
Washington's Interstate
90 up to Snoqualmie Falls
caused notable road noise,
but on smoother surfaces
the Sportage was quiet
and handled the twisties
efficiently.

With its base price of
$18,295 and a 10-year/
100,000-mile warranty,
the Sportage remains a
value leader in the cross-
over market.

—Thos L. Bryant



The greatest luxury in life is ti
Savour

BREITLING

BREITLING fOT‘ BENTLEY

Power. Luxury. Exclusivity. Breitling and Bentley share the same concern
for perfection. The same exacting standards of reliability and precision.
The same fusion of prestige and performance. In the Breitling workshops,
just as in the Bentley factories in Crewe, cutting-edge technology works
hand in hand with the noblest traditions. Born from a passion for fine
mechanisms, the Breitling for Bentley collection offers connoisseurs a rich
range of exceptional chronographs. While conveying the quintessence of
aesthetic refinement, these wrist instruments are all equipped with high-
performance “motors,” patiently assembled by watchmakers at the peak
of their art. Time is the ultimate luxury.

The Bentley GMT Chronograph

Exclusive 30-second chronograph with 24-hour timezone mechanism.
Officially certified chronometer by the COSC.

$9,135

breitlingforbentley.com




No Truce in Detroit

RIVALRY RESURRECTED

| totally enjoyed your August
issue cover to cover, especially
the die-hard Chevrolet Camaro
SS vs. Ford Mustang GT muscle
car duel (Cover Story and Com-
parison Road Test, August
2010). Although | am really dig-
ging the style of the Camaro SS,
| must give Ford their props for
redoing the Mustang, and most
importantly, bringing back that
sweet ol’ five-point-ohhhh. This
car kicks butt and takes names
at the same time. The 5.0 defi-
nitely reestablishes the epitome
of what a pony car should be and
then some, and at a price that

will keep the die-hards happy

while doing donuts in Wal-Mart
parking lots on Friday nights.
Way to go, Ford. You do Vanilla
Ice proud; he might even try to
make a comeback.

David Hunt
CENTRAL, LOUISIANA

JUST WAIT 25 YEARS

Back in the 1980s | read in
your magazine about the Ferrari
288 GTO. That was the issue
and the car that turned me into a
car nut. | dreamed about what it
would be like to be able to drive a
car with the performance of the
288. Your current issue reports
on the new model (Feature, 20T
Ferrari 599 GTO, August 2010).
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| reacquainted myself
with the 288's perfor-
mance numbers and
the numbers given in
the road test of the
201 Mustang GT.
This Mustang V-6
goes faster in the
quarter mile than the
hallowed Ferrari GTO of 25 years
ago. We are truly living in the
golden age of cars. If you want to
have the performance of the 2011
599 GTO, wait 25 years and buy
a 2036 Mustang V-6!

Thank you for the memories
and the daydreams to come.

Chris Spann
BROOMFIELD, COLORADO
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It's funny to see how much the
Mustang needs to prove itself to
be best. Why don't we wait and
see what Chevrolet has reserved
for us with the 2011 Camaro
before screaming glory for Ford?
Remember the motto when the
first Camaro was unveiled? “A



Camaro is a small vicious carni-
vore that feeds on Mustangs.”

Julian Loiselle
MONTREAL, QUEBEC, CANADA

WHY AN OLD TRIUMPH
DOESN'T CARE AND A
CURE FOR COLD NECKS

As an ol Triumph TR3-A
enthusiast, | believe | have the
answer to the problem with Peter
Egan’s 1959 TR3 (Side Glances,
August 2010). Peter referred to it
as a convertible and not a road-
ster. Semantics maybe, but it did
not “analyze your driving habits”
because it didn't care. Try treating
the old ladies with more respect
and they won't pretend to “be
sleeping” when you want to play!

Gene McNulty
HORSEHEADS, NEW YORK

After reading how Peter de-
scribes the Aircap and Airscarf,
the technically marvelous air-

stylish neck warmer embroidered
with the Lotus Seven Club of
Great Britain's logo. Also, I've
found that mesh-style Kangol
brand knit caps stay on your
head and are far superior for
motoring in a Seven than your
standard woolen tweeds.

Clark Taylor
RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA

REVERSE CANCELLATION
You complained about the
Rolls-Royce's detentless turn sig-
nal stalk (Comparison Road Test,
Bentley Continental Flying Spur
Speed vs. Rolls-Royce Chost,
August 2010) and how you can't
cancel a turn signal without acti-
vating the opposite signal. In all
probability, the Ghost uses parent
BMW's stalk control. With BMW's
system, the driver cancels a signal
by moving the stalk in the same
direction as the original signal.

It's not the car's fault if the driver
hasn't bothered to familiarize
himself with the controls. These
are sophisticated cars that should
be allowed some features that
may seem like eccentricities to the
novice, but which contribute to
long-term satisfaction. As a
BMW driver, I've grown to like
the unusual turn signal control
better than the conventional

one on my wife’s comparable-
vintage Mercedes.

Fred Zoepf
CINCINNATI, OHIO

FACTORY CLARIFICATION
The Bentley Mulsanne article
(First Drive, August 2010) states

that the new V-8 engine pro-
duces 752 Ib.-ft. of torque from
1750 to 4000 rpm and 505 bhp
at 4200 rpm. At 4000 rpm the
engine would be producing 572
hp (752 x 4000/5252), or is bhp

different than hp? | thought bhp
was calculated by measuring
torque on a brake dynamometer
and using the same formula.
Lee Furon
WOODLAND HILLS, CALIFORNIA
Right you are. In fact, corrected
information from Bentley cites the
Mulsanne’s peak torque as 752
Ib.-ft. extending from 1750 to 3250
rpm. Its peak horsepower is given
as 505 bhp at 4200.
—Dennis Simanaitis

TAG, YOU'VEGOTIT

| just viewed the video acces-
sible via the tag reader on page
10 of newest issue (“Adrenaline
Rush,” August 2010). Works
fantastically. Thank you. Not that
| needed another reason to stay a
lifelong subscriber, but here it is.
Keep up the good work.

Chris Cannata
WICHITA, KANSAS

flow systems on the new Mer-

cedes-Benz E-Class Cabriolets,

and how the driving experience

compares to his Lotus Elan and

5 P | visited the Lotus S |=" mail at 1499 Monrovia Ave.,
even, | visited the Lotus Seven Newport Beach, Calif, 92663;

Club's regalia page and found (' fax(949)631-2757;

just the thing he needs: A very B e-mall RTLetters@hfmus.com.

Include your full name, city, state and daytime telephone
number for verification. We cannot answer every inquiry
and we reserve the right to edit letters. Editorial con-
tributions are considered only if guaranteed exclusive.
Materials are subject to Road & Track® standard
terms, and the vendor must retain a copy. Photographs
should be released for publication by the source. Road
& Track®is not responsible for unsolicited materials.

Road & Track® accepts letters by

YOU CAN'T BOLT ON GRIP.
BUT YOUR CAR CAN.

PRESENTING THE G-FORCE™ SUPER SPORT ALL-SEASON. FROM THE
MAKERS OF THE FIRST STREET TIRE TO PULL A 1G TURN.

| BFGoodrich
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BY PETER EGAN

Dog Years and Englishmen

WEII, this is the blg “vacation week” 14 supposedly

set aside to work on my 1964 Lotus Elan, to repair all the wear
and tear of our recent road trip from Wisconsin to Alabama and
back (see “Heart of Gold, Electrics by Lucas™ in this issue, page
90). Good intentions, but it doesn’t look like much will happen.
Last week, you see, I went trail riding with some friends in
Wyoming and made the classic mistake of getting off my motor-
cycle before I'd arrived at my destination. Broke my left foot and
three ribs while crashing into some surprisingly hard boulders.
And now I am back home, hors de combat, as the French
often say in French high school textbooks—removed from com-
bat. My doctor says it might be two or three months before [ feel
like riding a motorcycle again—or (by logical extension) crawl-
ing onto a creeper and sliding under a Lotus to do serious work.
Still, I can occasionally rise like Lazarus from the therapeutic
La-Z-Boy chair Barb bought me, clump around in a plastic foam
shoe and look at things.
And that’s what I did this morning. Took a cup of coffee,
shuffled out to my workshop, sat on a shop stool and pondered

ROAD & TRACK www.roadandtrack.com

the Lotus, sitting wheel-less on its four jackstands.

What a beautiful car. And what a pain in the...rib cage.

If you’ve already read my story about driving to Barber Mo-
torsports Park in Alabama and back, you know the engine had
“a little electrical trouble™ on our rain-soaked journey south. A
great deal of smoke, as the joke goes, escaped from our wiring
harness. And on the relatively uneventful trip home, Barb and
I kept hearing new and mysterious noises and vibrations in the
drivetrain. By the time we pulled into our driveway I felt like a
B-17 pilot who returns to England with the tail shot away and a
bullet hole through his hat. Glad to have made it home.

The next day, I jacked the Lotus up and began to poke around.
What I found was interesting—at least to me.

First, a weird vibration I'd felt in the rear end had come from
a pair of torn rubber CV joint boots flopping around on my
aftermarket high-tech axles. With all the luggage weight in our
trunk, the boots were hitting the edge of the frame under corner-
ing loads. More spring preload needed on the adjustable plat-
forms. Or less luggage. Noise No. 1 explained.

DARREN GYGI
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SPORT | HYBRID

EVERYTHING A HYBRID IS. AND ISN'T.

Introducing the sport hybrid. Hybrids are all the rage, as they should be. Efficiency and economy are more important
now than ever. But at Honda, we weren’t about to turn our back on hairpin turns and manual gearboxes. So we
designed a hybrid that seemingly defies logic. One that embraces the driving experience most hybrids ignore.

The result is certainly a hybrid. But also obviously something else altogether. For more, visit cr-z.honda.com.

EX model shown with accessory wheels, ©2010 American Honda Motor Co., Inc.




And what of the grating metal-on-metal vibration from the
engine compartment? Exhaust rattle?

No.

One of my brand-new motor mounts had failed, and the oil
pan was hitting the frame. These mounts are notoriously weak,
their load carried in shear on a piece of rubber bonded to steel.
A bright 7-year-old could take one look and tell you this can’t
work for very long, and it often doesn’t. Noise No. 2 revealed.

And all the electrical trouble?

Well, I'd installed the new wiring harness myself, and “Electrical
Genius” has never been my middle name, so I'll have to remove
the dash to see what
went wrong before |
can honestly blame ev-
erything on Lucas.

In any case, the
Lotus itself is hors de
combat, so we two
disabled creatures sat
there in my workshop
this morning looking

“We didn't know why you Americans
were always blowing up the old Mini engines
until we tried going 80 mph for several hours
in a straight line.”

beer while green antifreeze pools beneath their feet.

Luckily, the clutch and water pump caused no trouble on
our Lotus trip to Alabama, but the Elan still needs a surprising
amount of remedial tinkering for a car that went only 1826 miles
after a three-year restoration.

Did I say “only” 1826 miles?

Many of our car-buff friends were astounded that we would
drive the Elan that far, apparently on the theory that old English
car miles are kind of like dog years; you have to multiply by a
factor of 7 to get the American equivalent. So we had “really”
gone 12,782 miles.

Okay, maybe that
multiplication factor
is not large enough.
Maybe we need to
multiply by 70. I sus-
pect, for instance,
that most Chevy mo-
tor mounts are still
in good shape at
127,820 miles.

mutely at each other,
like a couple of unplugged robots. Until the juice comes back on,
neither of us will be going anywhere soon.

Limping back to the house with as much Tiny Tim pathos as
possible, in case anyone was watching, I threw myself back into
the waiting, overstuffed arms of my La-Z-Boy and picked up my
latest copy of Hemmings Motor News, which had just arrived
with the morning’s mail.

Paging through the new issue, 1 found myself uncharacteristi-
cally skipping over the usual Aston/Austin/Jaguar/Lotus/MG/
Morgan/Triumph progression and dwelling on the American cars.
Old Cadillacs, V-8 Fords of the *30s, *60s Mustangs, early Dodge
Chargers, Corvette Sting Rays, Hudson Hornets, ancient Dodge
pickup trucks and so on.

All my life, there’s been a “next restoration project,” and I
have found in recent years that it’s wise for one’s mental health
to alternate between British and American cars—with, perhaps,
the occasional German or Italian car thrown into the mix.

Why?

Well, British cars of the *50s and *60s tend to be more charm-
ingly eccentric and “sublime,” per mile, than the average Ameri-
can car from the same era, but American cars have a much
greater tendency to stay fixed, once you fix them. Also, the
electrical systems tend to post-date Ben Franklin and his kite
experiment. They were actually built to take you somewhere—
and back—on the American continent, which is quite large. And
when they finally do break, they’re easier to fix.

For instance, the last three British cars I've restored—MGB,
Jaguar E-type and Elan—all require the engine to be pulled to
properly replace an ailing clutch. Big job. And those clutches
last about half as long as they do in, say, a Chevy Bel Air.

Back in the *60s, it would have been unthinkable for an Amer-
ican manufacturer to build a front engine/rear drive car that
required engine removal to do a clutch. And the Brits themselves
could have made the job much easier with the simple addition of
a removable crossmember or two. But, alas, they did not.

Incidentally, my Elan also requires removal of the cylinder
head and oilpan to replace a water pump, which is embedded in
the front engine cover.

Ever seen a 327 Chevy where you had to pull the heads and
pan to do a water pump?

Nope. You can do one yourself in the parking lot of an auto
parts store—using a cheap Chinese box wrench you bought in

the store for $1.99. Your high school friends can watch and drink

roadandtrack.com
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And that may be
the key to the difference between my favorite old American and
British cars: North America is a very large place, and the Isles
are fairly small. The *60s London couple who drove to Brighton
on vacation might have found it hard to imagine what it meant
to drive across lowa, Nebraska, Wyoming, Utah and Nevada
to visit one’s grandparents in San Francisco. Even today, I can
barely imagine it myself, and I've driven it about 12 times.

Now that we’re all one big happy family of world trade and
shared engineering, cars from England are about as durable as
cars from anywhere else (though one or two brands could still
use “a little work™). But when the Elan was produced, England
was, well, more insular. And our two dissimilar land masses seem
to have created different expectations of how many times a piston
should go up and down before the rings are worn out, or how
many rotations of a fan blade should finish off a water pump seal.

Highway development, of course, made a big difference, too.
A friend of mine from Liverpool once told me that the stamina
of British cars improved tremendously after the four-lane Mo-
torway system opened up in Britain. “We didn’t know why you
Americans were always blowing up the old Mini engines until
we tried going 80 mph for several hours in a straight line.”

Nothing like a good long day on the Interstate to find out if
your engine has an adequate number of main bearings. Or driv-
ing through Death Valley in summer to see if your radiator is
big enough... The U.S. was a tough environment for cars from a
cool, small island with lovely twisting lanes. American cars sim-
ply had to be more durable, or no one would buy them.

So as I sit looking through Hemmings at the usual short list of
favorite cars, I'm wondering whether or not it’s time to switch
nationalities again when I start another restoration. Or whether I
should start one at all.

Maybe, for once, [ should just keep the car I have and con-
tinue working on it. The Elan, after all, is a thing of beauty, with
nearly magical responsiveness in handling and performance.
And it’s a car that’s never really “done,” so I'd have an eternal
project for those restless winter nights when I'm itching to open
the toolbox and work on something interesting.

I also have to remind myself that too much reliability can be a
dull thing, and that certainty is the natural enemy of adventure.
It might be the very improbability of that small car striking out
into the vast American landscape that makes these things so
much fun on a long road trip. You're always exploring new terri-
tory, going where no logical person has ever gone before.



et
It’s like having another gear.

Why go into overdrive if your performance vehicle can barely get past second? Better performance
can be a factor of the fuel you use. Shell V-Power” premium gasoline contains the highest
concentration of our nitrogen-enriched cleaning system, plus more octane than our regular grade.
It's the best gasoline we make. Remember, when you want the thrill that only your performance
vehicle can give, Shell V-Power" delivers maximum protection for optimum performance.
Shell. Helping you get the most out of every drop™



THERE’S A NEW
BADGE IN TOWN.

THE NEW ﬂ&asﬂz’. THE MOST SATISFYING VEHICLE IN AMERICA:
With a higher safety rating than a Volvo S407 better cornering than an Audi A4?
astarting price of $18,999 and a host of special features like available all-wheel drive,
it's no wonder the new Suzuki Kizashi rose above 224 models to rank as the single most
satisfying vehicle in America. Learn more about the Kizashi at SuzukiAuto.com/Kizashi.
And see why you nolonger need anexpensive badge to get the utmost in satisfaction.  The power of engineering.

AutoPacific |

*@ 2010 AutoPacific, Inc. Vehicle Satisfaction Award, Safety claim based on NHTSA ratings. Government star ratings are part of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA's| New Car Assessment Program at www.safercar gov
Cornering claim based on Edmunds.com skidpad testing. MSRP does not include tax, license, title or destination charges. Dealer prices may vary. Auto manufacturers logos and badges, Volvo 840, Audi A4 and AutoPacific are registered trademarks
Kizashi Sport GTS shown. © American Suzuki Mator Corporation 2010. Suzuki, the *5" logo and Suzuki model names are Suzuki trademarks or &




VOLKSWAGEN Jetta

The size is up and the cost is down

BY JOHN LAMM >} PHOTO BY THE AUTHOR

SAN FRANCISCO: IF VOLKS-
wagen has its way, by 2018
it will be selling 1 million
vehicles in the U.S., 800,000
VWs and 200,000 Audis.

So VW has been rethinking its
approach to the way it sells cars
in the home of baseball, apple
pie and Chevrolet. There is the
Chattanooga, Tennessee, fac-
tory being built to assemble a
designed-for-America VW New
Midsize Sedan. Plus a change
in attitude that indicates VW
has finally understood that if it
wants to sell cars in quantity in
the U.S. it needs to build cars
Americans want, not cars it
thinks we should have.

First proof is the new Jetta.
Shaped to be sold worldwide,
this Gen 6 edition is less VW-
ish and more stylish than past
Jettas. It begins out front with
the grille used on most new
VWs and works along its flanks
to finish in back with a shape
that shows some corporate
cross-pollination with Audi’s
A4...and that’s a good thing.

The new Jetta is longer than
its predecessor, the interior
larger with sufficient room for
four 6-footers.

That interior is done with the
sort of styling restraint we ex-
pect from VW, which also tends
to translate into good ergonom-
ics. The Jetta’s seats fit nicely
front and back, but while the
front seat area’s materials and
finish are more than fitting for
the Jetta’s class, the rear space
lags a bit on the material side.

Although much of the Jetta
is new, the engines are all fa-
miliar. These include a 2.5-liter
5-cylinder (170 bhp/177 1b.-ft.)
and the TSI turbo four (200
bhp/236 1b.-ft.), the latter sched-
uled for next spring in the GLI
performance Jetta. There’s also
a 2.0-liter four (115 bhp/125
Ib.-ft.) for the base Jetta and the
TDI turbodiesel (140 bhp/236
Ib.-ft.) model that arrives before
the end of the year. Come 2012
there will be a gasoline-electric
hybrid Jetta.

The base 2.0 and the 2.5 have

CO ONLINE FOR MORE: ROADANDTRACK.COM/JETTA

5-speed manual or optional
6-speed automatics, while

the diesel and GLI get 6-speed
manuals or 6-speed DSG
automatics.

While the Jetta retains its
MacPherson strut front suspen-
sion, the rear is an example
of how the sedan has been
“Americanized” to save weight,
cost and complexity. While
Euro Jettas have a multilink
independent rear suspension, we
get a torsion beam rear layout.
Relax, potential U.S. GLI own-
ers, as that car will have the
multilink system.

All Jettas get electronic stabil-
ity control, and the two “lowest”
forms of Jetta—the S and SE—
have front disc/rear drum brakes,
VW going to pains to claim the
drums will outperform the com-
petition’s all-disc systems.

We drove the 2.5-liter SEL
model in normal and sport
guise, the latter sitting 0.59 in.
lower and having stiffer springs
and shocks. VW says the 2.5
gets to 60 mph in 8.2 seconds,

MORE PHOTOS

which makes it quick enough to
have fun on the winding roads
we drove in Northern Califor-
nia. Generally, the handling of
the non-sport Jetta was enjoy-
able enough that the extra crisp-
ness of the sport might not be
worth the ride deterioration if

| vou’re often on bumpy roads.

Those riding up front would
find accommodations and gen-
eral ambience quite pleasant
under most conditions, while
those in back could find the
Jetta, like other cars in this
class, prone to tire noise de-
pending on road surface.

Biggest surprise is the new
Jetta’s base model price:
$15,995, with such features as
air conditioning, 60/40 split
folding rear seatback and re-
mote keyless entry. Top price
(not counting the GLI) will be
$24,159 for a diesel with nav.
Thumbing through all permuta-
tions of S, SE and SEL models,
it seems $19,000-$20,000 is
where you get the best stuff.
Regardless of model, you’ll
probably find the new Jetta is
a solid first step in VW’s aim
to the top. Gone are the little
quirks one could find in previ-
ous VWs, and the company
claims it’s homing in on moving
up the quality list. Do that, and
six years from now VW might
well be harassing Toyota.
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"PRESSING SLUMP FOR THE PAST

1 looks to be an uptick for the

automotive world. Even our beleaguered
American manufacturers have a spring in
their step, especially which is firm-
ly back on profitable ground, while Buick
(that’s right—we said Buick) has a car in the

Regal GS that we’re downright
about. There’ f buzz
B-class cars, like the new Ford

Fiesta and Mazda2, along with the market
launch of Chevy’s range-extended electric
car, the Volt, and Nissan’s pure electric Leaf.
And could 2011 be the year we finally drive
a Fisker Karma?

While GM and Ford have whittled away
nameplates, new brands are on their
to the States to pick up the slack, such as
Fiat with the launch of its cute little 500.

Luckily for enthusiasts, the news isn’t all

New Cars

about small cars and electrics: 2011 marks
the return of McLaren Automotive \uth
its super-high-tech mid-engine MP4-
while the Itdll'ms—LambmL,hlm with |t~,
Gallardo LP5 Superleggera and Fer-
rari with its 458 Italia—continue to do
what they do best, despite the recession-
ary times: sroduce the kind of s
ring machines that we daydreamed dbout
back in elementary school.

The latest metal from
Acura to Volvo, with
a couple of surprises

in between

BY THE R&T STAFF
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Acura

—B—*

Most of the news at Honda’s sporty
Acura brand revolves around the TSX line
for 2011, primarily the introduction of the
TSX Sport Wagon. Acura wagon fans will
have to make do with the TSXs 2.4-liter
201-bhp 4-cylinder, as the 280-bhp V-6
from the sedan will not be offered. Enthu-
siasts might also miss Acura’s excellent
6-speed manual, as the Sport Wagon will
come only with a 5-speed automatic (al-
beit with steering wheel paddle shifters).
Acura promises this combo will return 30
mpg on the highway. Prices haven’t been
announced, but expect the Sport Wagon to
fall in between the $29.310 TSX 4-cylin-
der and $34,850 V-6 sedans. All TSXs are
getting a mid-cycle refresh, with new front
and rear fascias, updated taillights, new
S-spoke alloy wheels, revised transmission
shift logic and a new navigation system.

While the TL, RDX, MDX and new-
for-2010 ZDX are all carryover, the flag-

) Acura TSX
Sport Wagon.

ship RL sedan gets a new 6-speed auto-
matic transmission (replacing the 5-speed)
which improves acceleration and fuel econ-
omy. Other new bits include revised sub-
frame and transmission mounts, new 18-in.
wheels and a few minor interior upgrades.

AUDI A7 Sporthack
Price range: est $67,000-$75,000
Body/seats: 50/5
Baseengine: 3.0-liter suprch dohc 24V V-6, 300 bhp
Opt. engine: none
Transmission: 6-speed automatic
Layout: front engine/all-wheel drive
Length: 195.7 in.
Welght: est 3800 1b
EPA, city/hwy: est18/26

0-60 mph: est 5.6 sec

Sportback.

MNAudiA7

Aston Martin
Following the launch of the 4-door
Rapide and the 510-bhp V-12 version of
the Vantage, Aston Martin’s biggest news
for the 2011 model year is a facelift to the
DBS, the first since the car was launched
six years ago. In addition to a reworked
front fascia and a reshaped lower intake
with a mesh covering, the DB9 also sports
restyled rocker panels, clear taillamp
lenses similar to the Rapide’s, silver brake
calipers and new 20-in. wheels. Mechani-
cal improvements include the adoption of
active damping that improves the ride in
comfort mode and provides a tauter feel
when switched to sport. Output remains
the same at 470 bhp from the
5.9-liter V-12, which is mated
\\ to abB-speed sequential-shift
automatic transmission. Pric-

Audi

Audi fared better than most through
last year’s recession, and as such they are
now on a tear to unveil several new cars
for 2011. The most exciting of these is
surely the R8 Spyder 5.2 FSI Quattro (see
First Drive, June 2010), which will be in
showrooms by the time you read this at
a price of $161,000. Although for now
Audi has only confirmed its 525-bhp V-10
for the R8 Spyder, it’s a safe bet a version
with the 420-bhp V-8 isn’t far behind.

The A8 flagship sedan has also been com-
pletely redesigned for 2011 (see First
Drive, May 2010), built on the —

Aston Martin DBS.
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ing starts at $187,615 for the coupe and
$201,115 for the convertible.

In addition to offering the V12 Vantage,
Aston Martin is introducing a special edi-
tion of the V8 model called the N420, in-
spired by the British maker’s participation
in the 24-hour race at the Niirburgring.
The N420 retains the stock 420-bhp 4.7-
liter V-8, but benefits from standard fit-
ment of the optional Sport Pack, with its
stiffer springs, shock absorbers and anti-
roll bars. The exterior includes a carbon-
fiber splitter, side strakes and diffusers.
The car also sports new 10-spoke diamond-
turned wheels, black mesh vents and a
paint scheme that features contrasting col-
ors around the grille and on the A-pillars.
Buyers can opt for either a 6-speed manual
or sequential-shift automatic. Pricing for
the N420 starts at $132,000 for the coupe
and $142,000 for the convertible.

company’s latest generation aluminum space
frame (ASF). The new AS is armed with a
direct-injected 4.2-liter V-8 rated at 372 bhp
and 328 |b.-ft. of torque mated to an 8-speed
automatic transmission, said to be good for
0-62 mph (100 km/h) in just 5.7 seconds.
Modern technology abounds, including full
LED headlamps and an automatic brak-
ing system to avoid an impending collision.
Looking for more rear-seat space? An A8 L
version will be available, offering a longer
wheelbase as well as an upgrade to a 500-
bhp W-12 if so desired.




Bentley

We've already seen all three of Bent-
ley’s new offerings for 2011, the sump-
tuous Mulsanne, the Continental Su-
persports Coupe and, most recently, the
Supersports in convertible configuration.
In fact, we’ve savored drives of all three
in settings as varied as Scotland (Mul-
sanne First Drive, August, 2010), upstate
New York and here in Newport Beach
(Supersports Coupe First Drive, January,
2010; Road Test Update, March 2010)
and the Colorado Rockies (Supersports
Convertible; at 11,075 ft., we wish we
were twin-turbocharged there as well).

With neither the Azure nor the Brook-
lands any longer in production, the
$285,000 Mulsanne wears its flagship label
all the more confidently. It’s Crewe’s large
saloon contrasted with the Continental Fly-
ing Spur, the latter 4-door available in stan-
dard $181,200 or Speed $206,600 trim.

The GTC and GTC Speed convertibles
($205,600 and $236,100, respectively) both
continue as wonderful machines. There’ll
also be “80-11"" Editions of these—only 80
of each will be produced during 2011.

Supersports models ($267,000 for the
Coupe and $280,400 for the Convertible)
exhibit exotic-car performance: 0-60 in
3.6 seconds and a quarter-mile posting of
11.9 sec. at 117.4 mph, by our own mea-

Audi will also offer a brand-new model
called the A7 Sportback—it goes on sale
in Europe this fall and in the U.S. next
year as a 2012 model. A competitor for the
Mercedes-Benz CLS, the A7 is a 5-door,
although it appears its hatchback design
is actually more akin to that of a regu-
lar trunklid. The A7 will come to the U.S.
equipped with a 300-bhp supercharged
direct-injected 3.0-liter V-6 mated to an
8-speed automatic transmission with Quat-
tro all-wheel drive. U.S. pricing will be an-
nounced closer to its on-sale date.

And in a final bit of good news, Audi has
decided to bring its 450-bhp RS 5 super
coupe to the U.S. market in 2012.

Bentley Continental Supersports Convertible.

surements of the Supersports Coupe.

Plans for 2012 and beyond are many.
The Supersports are flex-fuel capable;
within the next couple years the compa-
ny expects to extend this across the entire
lineup. This is seen as preparing Bentley
owners for a future of diversified fuels,
whatever their feedstock.

BMW

Headlining BMW's 2011 lineup is the all-new
5 Series sedan (see First Drive, April 2010).
This completely restyled sixth generation rides

on 7 Series-based architecture and suspen-
sion. The base 528i's 3.0-liter inline-6 makes
240 bhp, but enthusiasts will look to the 535i
and its new, more responsive N55 single-turbo
3,0-liter inline-6 (300 bhp and 300 Ib.-ft. of
torque) or to the 400-bhp twin-turbo 4.4-liter
V-8 in the 550i. Transmission choices include
a b-speed manual or an 8-speed automatic, in
rear- or all-wheel-drive configurations.

Our favorite BMW, the M3, gets a new Com-
petition Package, which returns even sharper
handling. The 135i and 335i adopt the new sin-
gle-turbo inline-6, while the new 335is (coupe
and convertible) uses a higher-output version

Note as well the absence of a “basic” Con-
tinental Coupe, recognized as approaching
time for a restyling. This car introduced in
2003 has been extremely successful, and
such iconic designs deserve thoughtful up-
dating. Also, within a couple years, one
might expect to see a 2-door variant of the
Mulsanne, followed by a convertible version.

BMW XI
Price range: est $30,000-$35,000
Body/seats: 50/5
Base engine: 3.0-liter dohc 24V 1-6, 258 bhp
Opt. engine: none
Transmission: 6-speed manual, 6-speed automatic
Layout: front engine/all-wheel drive
Length: 175.4 in.
Weight: 35501b
EPA, city/hwy: est 19/26
0-60 mph: est 6.7 sec

of the N54 twin-turbo inline-6, including an
overboost function that allows 370 Ib.-ft. of
peak torque. All 3 Series coupes and convert-
ibles get a styling refresh.

The new Z4 sDrive35is comes packed with
335 bhp, 332 |b.-ft. of torque and suspension,
styling and interior upgrades. Also new is the
ActiveHybrid 7, which pairs a twin-turbo V-8
with a 3-phase synchronous electric motor for
a combined output of 455 hp and 515 Ib.-ft. of

torque. Fuel economy is 17/26, but the price is
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a whopping $103,175. In other 7 Series news,
there’s the hot twin-turbo Alpina B7 as well as
the new base-model 740i with a 315-bhp twin-
turbo inline-6. Sadly there won't be an M5 or
M6 (or any 6 Series) for 2011, but BMW says
new versions are on the way, we suspect in late
201 as 2012 models.

An all-new X3 tops BMW's SUV news,
boasting X5-like styling, an 8-speed automatic
and either a normally aspirated 3.0-liter in-
line-6 with 240 bhp or the new single-turbo
inline-6 with 300 bhp in the X3 xDrive35i. The
even smaller X1 is coming (on sale in Europe
since 2009), set to hit the U.S. market in the

Bugatti

In ideal conditions at Volkswagen’s
Ehra-Lessien test track in Germany,
an orange and black Bugatti Veyron
whooshed by the timing lights at 268 mph,
setting a new land speed record for pro-
duction cars. Not your standard Veyron?

Definitely not, but it is available to the
public. Called the 16.4 Super Sport, it’s a
sportier and more extreme Veyron whose
enlarged turbos and intercoolers help the
W-16 engine produce a whopping 1200 bhp
and 1106 Ib.-ft. of torque. Although the new
Super Sport did hit 268 mph on the track,
the road-going version will be limited to 258
mph, says Bugatti, because of tire concerns.

For added stability and safety, Bugatti
| increases the Super Sport’s suspension
| travel and fits larger anti-roll bars and

BMW 5 Series
Price range: $45,425-$62,875
Body/seats: 4D/5
Base engine: 3.0-liter dohc 24V 1-6, 240 bhp
Opt. engine: 3.0-liter twin-turbo dohc 24V -6, 300 bhp;
4 4i-liter twin-turbo 32V V-8, 400 bhp
Transmission: 6-speed manual, 8-speed automatic
Layout: front engine/rear drive;
front engine/all-wheel drive
Length: 193.1in.
Weight: 3792 b
EPA, city/hwy: 22/32 mpg
0-60mph: 6.6 sec (528i); 5.0 sec (550i)

second quarter of next year as a 2012 model.
BMW has been coy (actually downright non-
responsive) regarding U.S. specifications, so
the accompanying spec box should be thought
of as “R&T's best guess.”

shocks with valving derived from high-
speed racing cars. What’s more, the Su-
per Sport’s carbon-fiber chassis has a
new stronger weave for reduced weight,
and the whole body—which has been
fine-tuned for better balance at speed—
is made of carbon as well. Twin NACA
ducts on the roof supply the W-16 with air,
and the front air intakes have been revised
and expanded. And get this: The Super
Sport is even available in a clearcoat finish
that shows off all the beautiful carbon.
Production of the Super Sport began
this fall, and only the first five—known as
the World Record Edition—will have the
special black and orange paint scheme. For
the record, Bugatti has sold 295 Veyrons
worldwide since launched in 2005, and the
potent new Super Sport will certainly add
to that total...at an as-yet-unnamed price.

» Bugatti Veyron
16.4 Super Sport.

Buick

Last year we said Buick was trying to
ditch its stodgy brand image. Has it suc-
ceeded? It sure looks that way, judging by
the new European-flavored Regal and even
sportier Regal GS. Turbocharged power and
a manual transmission? Your grandfather’s
Buick, it’s not. Our initial impression of the
Regal (see First Drive, March 2010) is that
it’s a bargain Audi. The hopped-up GS with
all-wheel drive and 255 bhp should be even
more so, although we have yet to drive it.

CARMILLLE

Cadillac

There was concern Cadillac’s edgy CTS
Coupe would get the ax in the midst of
GM’s bankruptcy reorganization. Well, not
only has the CTS Coupe made it to market
for the 2011 model year, but it's joined by
a mighty V version (see Road Test Up-
date this issue), sporting a supercharged
556-bhp powertrain just like the CTS-V
sedan’s. If the reduced interior space of the
Coupe isn't your style, fear not, there’s a
CTS-V Sport Wagon for 2011 as well. New
this year on the regular CTS is a 19-in. all-
season tire option.

In other Cadillac news, the STS will
abandon the V-8 model for 2011 as the
more technically advanced V-6 offers about



The larger LaCrosse, all-new for the 2010
model year, isn’t as edgy as the Regal but has
been significantly more successful than the
first-generation model it replaced. Among
its high points is an interior rivaling the latest
from Cadillac. A new 4-cylinder option was
introduced midway this past model year, of-
fering direct injection, 182 bhp and respect-
able EPA ratings of 19/30 mpg.

The old dog of the family, the Lucerne,
soldiers on into 2011 with new audio
systems, a navigation option and standard
stability control, although it too is due
for an update much like the LaCrosse
and Regal. The Enclave SUV that started
Buick’s transformation goes unchanged.

BUICK Regal CS
Price range: est $36,000
Body/seats: 4D/5
Base engine: 2.0-liter turbo dohc 16V 1-4, 255 bhp
Opt. engine: none
Transmission: 6-speed manual
Layout: front engine/all-wheel drive
Length: 190.2in.
Weight: est 3660 Ib
EPA, city/hwy: est 18/29 mpg

0-60 mph: est 6.0 sec

Buick Regal.

equal performance with better fuel econ-
omy. The DTS sedan and SRX sport-ute
remain unchanged.

The Cadillac team is busy working on a
single model, known as the XTS, to replace
both the STS and DTS sedans. A smaller
rear-drive sedan dubbed the ATS has also
been officially announced and is expected
to slot below the CTS, but it's likely we
won't see either the ATS or XTS until 2013.

CHEVROLET Cruze
Price range: $16,995-est $22,000
Body/seats: 4D/5
Base engine: 1.8-liter dohc 16V |-4, 138 bhp
Opt. engine: 1.4-liter turbo dohc 16V |-4, 138 bhp
Transmission: 6-speed manual, 6-speed automatic
Layout: front engine/front drive
Length: 181.0in.
Weight: est 3100 Ib
EPA, city/hwy: est 30/40 mpg

0-60 mph: est 8.0 sec

Chevrolet

The newest model to the Chevy lineup
is the diminutive Spark. Even smaller than
Chevy’s own Aveo, it splits the difference
between the Smart Fortwo and Ford Fiesta.
Speaking of the Aveo, not much is chang-
ing for 2011, but don’t be surprised if a car
very similar to the Aveo RS concept (seen
at this past year’s Detroit Auto Show) is in-
troduced late in the year as a 2012 model.

The big news for the Camaro will be
the official launch (finally!) of a convert-
ible version; in other news, the Camaro’s
V-6 is now rated at 312 bhp, up from 304.
And the Z28 appears to be on its way next
year as a "12 with 500-plus bhp from its
6.2-liter supercharged V-8.

The Corvette gets a few updates, includ-
ing the availability of larger brake rotors
and optional Magnetic Ride Control sus-
pension on the Grand Sport. The Z06 can
now be upgraded with components from
the ZR1—all but a few items can be had
via the Z07 and CFZ packages. The ZR1
receives only minor changes, but all Cor-
vettes can now be ordered in Inferno Or-

» ange and Supersonic Blue paint.
|  The Impala’s 3.5-liter V-6 is
now flex-fuel capable, but oth-
erwise the car remains about
the same (and destined for rent-
al fleets). Chevy’s successful
Malibu will now come stand-

PHOTO BY BRENDA PRIDDY

Driving Im-bression:

2011 CHEVROLET CRUZE

It's not often that General Motors markets acar in
other countries before letting U.S. drivers behind the
wheel, but that's exactly what the company did with the
all-new Cruze. That the Cruze has sold around 250,000
examplesin over 60 markets around the world should be
enough totell youthat t's a pretty good compact car.

For the U.S., Cruze buyers will have a choice of two
inline-4 powerplants. The base model, priced at
$16,995, will come witha naturally aspirated 1.8-liter,
while the higher trim levels get a turbocharged 1.4-liter.
(An atmospheric variation of the 1.4 serves as the power
source for the electricity generator in the Volt.)

The smooth-revving turbo engine produces 138 bhp
and 148 Ib.-ft. of torque, but the mostimpressive thing
about the Cruze isits handling. The body issuper rigid and
the suspension ofthe RS model | test drove—which has
MacPhersonstrutsup front and atorsion beam with a Watt
linkage at the rear—was tuned on the sporty side, provid-
ing excellent roll stiffness through anarray of turns,

But the big story with the Cruze is the Eco model, which
General Motors execs say will achieve 40 mpg on the high-
way. This excellent economy comes via weight savings (for
instance, it uses lighter forged-aluminum wheels instead
of cast alloys) and aerodynamics. As for our RS test car,
fuel economy numbers weren't released, but officials as-
sured us the Cruze will match or exceed the competition.

Another strong point is that, unlike the Cobalt it re-
places, the Cruze looks good from every angle, Along with
its excellent fuel economy, class-leading safety equip-
ment and low price tag, the Cruze should definitely give
theimports arun for their money.—Sam Mitani

ard with a 6-speed automatic that offers
manual gear selection; a refresh of the car
should happen next fall.

The all-new Cruze will replace the Co-
balt compact sedan, giving buyers more
space, practicality and quality. The Cruze
also donates its platform to the “Electric
First” Volt that promises 40 miles of pure
electric motoring followed by another 300
miles provided by its gasoline-engine/gen-
erator pair. The Volt is scheduled to go
on sale this November at an MSRP of

$41.000, less a federal tax credit of $7500.
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Chrysler was willing to tell us a new 300
is definitely coming in 2011 (most likely as a
2012 model), but wouldn’t release any photos
or much in the way of concrete information
before we went to press. We know a deal
was struck with ZF for 8-speed automatic
transmissions and that Fiat is supplying tech-
nology to be implemented on the all-new 3.6-
liter Pentastar V-6. Since this V-6 makes 290

Dodge

A midyear 2010 update to the Challenger in-
cluded a Super Track Pak option, with tires from
the SRT8, Nivomat shock absorbers, a larger
rear anti-roll bar, a 3.06:1 rear-axle ratio and an
ESP-off button that actually turns the stabil-
ity system off. A special edition Challenger called
the Mopar "10, stuffed with Mopar goodies, will

HIGH TECH

These elements of high technology should be on
your new car. In fact, we believe they could well be
standard fitments of all new cars. Alphabetically:

& Adaptive headlamps:
llluminating the twists and turns of life.

& Dual climate controls:
No more fighting over temperatures.

& Navigation systems:
The maps are handy; the progress
updates even better.

& Proximity cameras:
Backup/blind T/bird’s eye;
they all augment mirrors.

& Traction/stability controls:
Let us choose when to disengage it, though.

ROAD & TRACK
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bhp in the 2011 Jeep Grand Cherokee, we
can expect an even higher figure for the 300.
The Sebring will receive significant up-
dates for 2011, including Fiat’s Multiair
technology on the 2.4-liter inline-4, which
should increase horsepower from the cur-
rent 173 to about 190 bhp. Although a thor-
ough redesign of the Sebring is warranted,
it will likely receive only a freshening in-
side and out. Sadly, the last PT Cruiser
rolled off the assembly line this past July.

have to satisfy enthusiasts until the Challenger
undergoes a significant update in 2012.

But before that, there'll be an all-new Charger
to think about (good thing, because the cur-
rent one is starting to look positively vintage).
Spy photos have so far revealed a new grille and
an aggressive face that will certainly separate it
from the 300 with which it shares a platform.
Like the 300, expect the Charger to receive the
new Pentastar V-6, although possibly with
slightly more horsepower. Also, don't be sur-
prised if the next Charger has an optional manual
transmission borrowed from the Challenger.

The Avenger, like its cousin the Sebring, will
get an updated engine package and, if every-
thing works to our liking, more aggressive sus-
pension tuning to go with it. The Caliber, Nitro
and Journey should also receive engine updates

and interior improvements for 2011.

PHOTO BY GLENN PAULINA/KGP

Fiat 500

Ferrari

Leading the charge for the iconic Fer-
rari brand in 2011 will be the recently
released 458 Italia. Armed with a 565-
bhp direct-injected 4.5-liter V-8 driving
the rear wheels via a 7-speed dual-clutch
transmission, the Italia can lap Ferrari’s
Fiorano test track as quickly as the race-
tuned F430 Scuderia and the much-revered
Enzo; top speed is “in excess of 202 mph.”
A stiffer chassis, sportier suspension tun-
ing and a lighter curb weight (along with
82 extra horsepower) help counteract the
458 Italia’s slightly larger footprint versus
the F430 it replaces.

While the official word from Ferrari North
America is that the only new car for 2011
will be the 458 Italia, a bit of detective work
has shed light on the company’s future plans.
A recent Ferrari business analysis presenta-
tion revealed that a 612 Scaglietti replace-
ment will arrive in the first half of 2011,
followed by a Spider (convertible) version
of the 458 Italia in the second half; both will
most likely arrive stateside as 2012 models.
A new Enzo supercar and a reworked 599
GTB are due in 2012, with a 458 Scuderia
for 2013. Going forward, Ferrari plans to in-
troduce a new or a revised model every year,
with the mid-cycle refreshes designated with
an “M” for modification.



PHOTO ﬁ\" MARC URBAND

Fiat

It's been more than 25 years since Fiats
have been sold in North America, and the
brand will make its return via a network of
select dealers in 125 markets when it be-
gins selling the diminutive 500 by the end
of the year. The front-drive 3-door hatch is
powered by a 100-bhp 1.4-liter 4-cylinder
mated to a 6-speed manual transmis-
sion. The first 500 examples will be called
Prima Edizione and will be offered in a
choice of three colors: white, red or gray.
The cars were first offered to members
of Club Fiat-Lancia Unlimited and then to
the public at large through the ciaofiat.
com website. Following the initial launch
of the car at the end of the current model
year, the lineup will be expanded in 2011 to
include a Cabrio version.

Fisker

The latest word has Fisker Karma
production beginning in the first quarter
of 2011, “a short three years after the
car was introduced as a concept at the
2008 North American International Auto
Show.” Indeed, introducing a new car is
no mean feat. Fisker has raised more than
$320 million in private capital and we’ve
also kicked in $528.7 million of taxpayer
money by way of a U.S. Department of
Energy loan. Thus, we all have good rea-
son to wish the Karma well.

A pair of electric motors drives the car’s
rear wheels, claimed with enough oomph
to accelerate it to 60 mph in 5.9 seconds
or travel 50 miles on a single charge of its
lithium-ion battery pack (not both simul-
taneously, mind). Range extension to a
claimed 300 miles comes with its gasoline
engine/generator pair.

We're eager to experience this luxuri-
ous, swoopy 4-door hybrid.

Ford

Ford is on a roll. The 201
Mustang is already on the mar- &
ket with a host of upgrades, most
notably a return to the 5.0-liter
V-8—only now with 412 bhp.
There's a new 3.7-liter V-6 with
305 bhp as well—that’s about a 100-bhp bump
for both engines. Without question, the Mus-
tang is the best it's ever been. But it doesn’t stop
there, as a Boss Mustang is set to make a come-
back early next year. The Shelby team also has
a new GTS00, the 5.4-liter supercharged V-8's
aluminum block derived from that of the Ford
GT supercar. Now lighter and faster, the GTS00
also handles better than ever.

At the opposite end of the spectrum, Ford is
preparing to flood the market with the Fiesta,
a small premium car that comes loaded with
standard features. And while fuel economy is of
high importance, the Fiesta maintains a fun-to-
drive character with either a 6-speed manual or
a dual-clutch automatic transmission.

Primed for release next year is an all-new
Focus as a 2012 madel. Like the Fiesta, the
new Focus will offer premium features in a
small package. The Focus will come in both
hatchback and sedan body styles with a 2.0-

) Ford Focus.

liter direct-injection inline-4 making 155 bhp.
But we'll be licking our lips for the soon-to-fol-
low EcoBoost turbocharged RS or SVT variant.
And if that's not your style, Ford is promising
an all-electric Focus sedan sometime in 2011.
The Taurus and its SHO variant will see few
changes, while the Edge crossover has been
resculpted for 2011. An all-new unit-body Ex-
plorer has just been released, offering the new
EcoBoost turbocharged 2.0-liter 4-cylinder
that sees huge gains in fuel efficiency with little

sacrifice in performance.

FORD Focus
Price range: est $18,000-$22,000
Body/seats: 4D,50/5
Baseengine: 2.0-liter dohc 16V I-4, est 155 bhp
Opt. engine: 2.0-liter turbo dohc 16V |-4,
est 240 bhp
Transmission: 6-speed manual, 6-speed dual-clutch
Layout: front engine/front drive
Length: 178.7 in. (sedan)
Weight: est 28001b
EPA, city/hwy: est 26/36
0-60 mph: est 7.0 sec
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The new sport-hybrid CR-Z has been
of huge interest for many efficiency-
minded car enthusiasts, particularly Hon-
da aficionados. Even more so, those who
have fond memories of the car’s spiritual
predecessor, the CRX. Motivating the lit-
tle hatchback CR-Z is a 1.5-liter inline-4
and IMA (Integrated Motor Assist), Hon-
da’s name for its electric drive system. It
can be mated to either a 6-speed manual
gearbox (a rarity among hybrids) or a

Hyundai

By all accounts, the Genesis sedan has
been a smashing success. Yet barely two
years after its release, Hyundai is already
aiming higher up the luxury car food chain
by bringing in an even larger car from the
Korean domestic market: the Equus. Also
powered by the Tau V-8, the Equus can be
thought of as a long-wheelbase Genesis se-
dan. But the Equus takes what's good about
the Genesis and adds more: more luxury
in the form of real wood trim, a leather-
wrapped instrument panel and an Alcantara
headliner; more performance with an elec-
tronically controlled air suspension with
variable damping control; and more technol-
ogy via a forward-view cornering camera,

W

CVT. Does this green-minded 2-seater
have what it takes to put Honda back in
the minds of sports-car enthusiasts? Not
quite. But it is a step in the right direction
for hybrids. Pricing starts at $19,200.
With the new-car spotlight squarely on
the CR-Z, it’s easy to overlook the revi-
sions to Honda’s other models. The Ac-
cord receives a styling update comprised
of a new grille, front bumper, taillights
and wheels, while all Accord sedans get
revised rear styling. On the inside, EX
Accords and LX-S coupes will now come

a front collision warning system and lane
departure warning. And finally, there will be
even more power when an optional 5.0-liter
V-8 becomes available early in 201.

But the Equus isn’t the only new Hyundai
for 2011. Although information was scarce
at press time, a new Elantra is set to make
its debut at this year’s L.A. Auto Show
in November. The Elantra will be heavily
based on the Korean-market Avante, but
with altered front-end styling.

Also new to Hyundai’s lineup for 2011 will
be turbocharged and hybrid versions of the
all-new Sonata sedan. With a direct-inject-
ed and turbocharged 2.0-liter inline-4 pro-
ducing 274 bhp, the Sonata Turbo should
raise some eyebrows, while the frugal So-
nata Hybrid is expected to achieve 39 mpg

HONDA CR-Z
Price range: $19,200-$23,950
Body/seats: 3D/2
Base engine: 1.5-liter dohc 16V I-4 IMA hyhbrid, 122 hp
Opt. engine: none
Transmission: 6-speed manual, CVT
Layout: front engine/front drive
Length: 160.6in.
Welght: 2670 |b (MT), 2725 Ib (CVT)
EPA, city/hwy: 31/37 (MT), 35/39 (CVT)
0-60 mph: est 9.0 sec (MT), 10.5 sec (CVT)

standard with USB audio connectivity,
while Accord sedans with the Navi pack-
age will get rearview parking cameras.
V-6-equipped EX-L Accord coupes also
will receive steering-wheel-mounted pad-
dle shifters. In other news, the Fit Sport
now comes with stability control and
floormats as standard equipment.

For Honda minivan fans, have no fear:
An all-new Odyssey will go on sale this
fall. Powering the shorter but wider mini-
van will be a 3.5-liter V-6 with three lev-
els of cylinder deactivation, just like on
the Crosstour. The Odyssey Touring Elite
models will come with 18-in. wheels, an
HDMI-compatible wide-screen display,
rear-passenger sunshades and a 10-way
power driver’s seat.

with a combined output of 209 hp.

The 2.0-liter turbocharged Genesis
Coupe Track Pack will get replaced with an
R-spec package, while all Genesis Coupes
will benefit from interior updates that
include new trim colors and increased use
of soft-touch materials.

HYUNDAI Equus
Price range: $50,000-$60,000
Body/seats: 4D/5
Base engine: 4.6-liter dohc 32V V-8, 385 bhp
Opt. engine: 5.0-liter dohc 32V V-8, 429 bhp
Transmission: 6-speed automatic
Layout: front engine/rear drive
Length: 203.1in.
Welght: est 4500 |b
EPA, city/hwy: est 16/24
0-60 mph: est 5.7 sec
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2 Infiniti M35 Hybrid.

THE DEPARTED...

For better or for worse, these American brands
have left the building.

1. Pontiac:
In theory, it was GM’s performance brand.
We'll miss cars like the G8, GTO and Solstice
GXP; we wish we
could erase the
Aztek fromour o
memory (as
did Pontiac,
nodoubt).

2.Mercury:
Founded in1939 by Henry Ford's son, Edsel,
Mercury most recently served as an example
of poor badge engineering.

3.Saturn:
Originally known for its plastic-bodied cars
and “no-haggle” dealer model; severely held
back by a lack of new and unique product.

4.Hummer:
Thrustinto pop culture by a muscle-bound
Austrian-born actor/governor, these off-
road-biased trucks proved far too bulky and
inefficient for the times.

ROAD & TRACK

The 2011 model year is significant for
Infiniti, featuring the introduction of the
all-new M sedan and QX56 SUV. Infini-
ti's new design language is uniquely inte-
grated into both vehicles, as is the most
powerful V-8 the marque offers. This new
direct-injected 5.6-liter makes a whop-
ping 420 bhp and 417 Ib.-ft. of torque in
the M56 and 400 bhp with 413 [b.-ft. for
the QX56, mated to a 7-speed automatic
transmission and with the option of rear
or all-wheel drive for both vehicles. A full
parallel Hybrid M sedan will join the line-
up around March of next vear (as a 2012
model), powered by a 3.5-liter V-6 and a
lithium battery-supported electric motor.

The G37 Coupe and Convertible re-
ceive a “fascia lift” much like the one the
G sedan got this past year, but the Coupe
will also serve as the launch vehicle for
the new Infiniti Performance Line (IPL).
Mare akin to a BMW 335is than an M3,
the G Coupe IPL bumps output of the
3.7-liter V-6 to 348 bhp (from 328) and
276 Ib.-ft. of torque, while adding a sport
exhaust, sport suspension and unique
ground effects and wheels. Price is est-

INFINITI M Sedan
Price range: $46,250-$60,050
Body/seats: 4D/5
Base engine: 3.7-liter dohc 24V V-6, 330 bhp
Dpt. engine: 5.6-liter dohc 32V V-8, 420 bhp; 3.5-
liter dohc 24V V-6 wielectric motor,
est 375 hp combined
Transmission: 7-speed automatic
Layout: front engine/rear drive; front engine/
all-wheel drive
Length: 194.7 in.
Weight: 3858 |b
EPA, city/hwy: 18/26

0-60 mph: est 5.6 sec

mated at $48.000-850,000.

The 2011 G Sedan gains Limited Edi-
tion and Sport Appearance models, and
will also feature a 2.5-liter V-6 model
(making 218 bhp) dubbed the G25 Sedan.
The G25 will look identical to the G37
on the outside, with the exception of its
badging and wheels, but will not be avail-
able with a manual transmission, naviga-
tion or sport package. Expect a base G25
to start around $26,000.

The EX crossover features a new
7-speed automatic, while 18-in. wheels
and dual-zone climate control now come
standard. The larger FX crossover receives
a new standard power liftgate, along with
added cquipment for the FX50 model.



Jaguar

A thoroughly modern XJ has been needed
for quite some time and Jag designer lan
Callum, for the most part, didn't disappoint
with the all-new XJ that arrived in the States
this past spring—although the car’s odd tail-
lights and blacked-out D-pillars turn some
folks off. Not so the interior, which is stuffed
with the very latest in technology, style and
luxury, not to mention yards of leather.
Every XJ comes with heated and cooled
front seats, dual-zone climate control, a
600-watt audio system and a rear-parking
camera. Three versions of Jag’s new direct-
injected 5.0-liter V-8 are available, all mated
to a 6-speed automatic transmission. The
naturally aspirated version puts out an ade-
quate 380 bhp, while the two supercharged
variants, with 470 bhp (XJ Supercharged/
XJL Supercharged) and 510 bhp (XJ Super-
sport/XJL Supersport) are more to our lik-
ing. The long-wheelbase “L" model offers an
additional 5 in. of rear-seat leg room. Prices
range from $72,500 to $113,000.

The XK line is highlighted for 2011 by the
XKR175 Coupe, which commemorates Jag's
75 years in the car business. It features new
front and rear spoilers, side sills, a rear dif-
fuser, red brake calipers and 20-in. Kasuga
wheels, along with a special interior. The elec-
tronically limited top speed has been raised
from 155 to 174. Only 175 examples are des-
tined for the U.S. at a price of $104,500.

The base XF sedan adopts Jag's 385-bhp
5.0-liter V-8 in place of the old 4.2-liter
(pricing starts at $53,000), while the front
brake rotors have been increased by 1.2
in. The seriously sporty XFR model sees a
switch from silver to a black mesh grille.

MiLam borghini Gallardo
LP570-4 Superleggera.
_‘.1-
- |

Kia

Much like brother Hyundai, Kia has
been on a tear with new and revitalized
products. The Forte, for example, has re-
ceived much acclaim with its aggressive
and modern styling. For 2011, we’ll see
the addition of a 5-door hatchback to go
along with the Forte coupe and sedan al-
ready on sale. The 5-door model will offer
a unique grille, lower front valance and al-
loy wheels. On the inside, it gets a restyled
center console and paddle shifters for au-
tomatic transmission-equipped models. In
fact, all automatic Fortes will get paddle
shifters this year, along with standard navi-
gation and LED daytime running lights.

The 2011 model year will also see a
new Optima with a choice of three 4-cylin-
der powertrains (which, not coincidentally,
mimic those found in the new Hyundai

Lamborghini

Despite the recent recession, Lamborghini is
continuing to focus on delivering exotic Italian
sports cars. New for 2011 is the Gallardo LP570-
4 Superleggera, the lightest road car in the auto-
maker’s lineup. This track-oriented Gallardo
sheds 154 |b. thanks to liberal use of carbon-fiber
components, including the roof, side skirts, rear
diffuser and rear wing. Inside the cockpit, the
center tunnel cover and the inner door panels
also benefit from the lightweight material. The
Superleggera sees a 10-bhp bump to 570, which
according to the factory helps the car sprint to
62 mph (100 km/h) in about 3.4 seconds. With
20 percent firmer damping along with stiffer

Sonata), including a naturally aspirated
direct-injected 2.4-liter with 200 bhp, a
gasoline/electric hybrid with an estimated
combined 209 hp, and a 2.0-liter turbo
with 274 bhp. Since Kia sees the car’s pro-
spective owners looking for both high style
and high tech, the Optima will be available
with a new Sync-like infotainment system
from Microsoft called UVO.

The 5-seat Sportage crossover, t0o, is
completely new for 2011 (see Ampersand
this issue for driving impressions), taking
on the styling cues that design chief Peter
Schreyer is busy adapting to all Kias. The
standard Sportage comes powered by a
2 4-liter 176-bhp 4-cylinder, while the SX
model comes with a turbocharged 2.0-liter
direct-injected four with an ample 270 bhp.

The Sorento line sees a new SX trim fea-
turing more aggressive front and rear fas-
cias, 18-in. alloy wheels and LED taillamps.

suspension bushings and anti-roll bars, the
baby Lambo grips the tarmac with more preci-
sion than ever (see First Drive, July 2010). The
Superleggera comes standard with a 6-speed
single-clutch e-gear paddle-shift transmission,
although Lambo's classic gated 6-speed manual
is still available as a no-cost option.

As to be expected, Lamborghini declined to
comment when asked about recent spy photos
of a new Gallardo convertible; but don't be
surprised if a Superleggera Spyder finds its
way to market sometime in 2011. The rest of
the Lamborghini lineup remains mostly un-
changed. The limited-edition Gallardo Balboni I
and the Murciélago-based Reventén Roadster

. ‘_ ,, :



50

Lexus

One of our favorite sedans,
the IS, sees a few changes for
2011. First, you can now get an
all-wheel-drive IS 350; previ-
ously awd was offered only in
the IS 250. Next, a new F Sport
Package makes its debut. Avail-
able only on rear-drive models
with automatic transmissions, it
includes sport suspension, sport
seats, dark F Sport 18-in. wheels, front
and rear spoilers and special badging. As
for the mighty IS F, it’s been made even
sportier with firmer damping, stouter rear
bushings and a bit more negative camber
for the rear wheels. And the LFA super-
car? Sad to say, but all 500 copies of the

Lincoln

Ford’s luxury marque will see only slight
changes for 2011. The MKT 7-passenger
SUV and MKS large sedan get minor
updates. The MKX crossover has been
refreshed for 2011 with an exterior ap-
pearance to match that of the rest of the
Lincoln family. It also gets a larger 3.7-
liter V-6 and an improved interior.

Ford and Lincoln products now come

Lotus

Lotus is still riding the wave of the Evora
into 2011, even though the car was actually
introduced as a new model for 2010. But
that’s to be understood, as the Evora was the
first all-new Lotus in 13 years. We’ve driven
and tested this mid-engine 2+2, which fea-
tures a 3.5-liter V-6 sourced from the Toy-
ota Camry, and we give it an enthusiastic
thumbs-up. But we’re taking a wait-and-see
approach regarding the new paddle-shift
automatic transmission to be introduced
halfway through the 2011 model year.

Lotus Elise.

ROAD & TRACK www.roadandtrack.com

) Lexus CT 200h.

$375,000 supercar have been sold... The
ES 350 continues basically unchanged,
although it now can run on regular unlead-
ed, which means horsepower and torque
have dropped a tad. The luxurious LS se-
dans have been pretty much left alone,
but air suspension is now optional (as op-

with an intelligent navigation system that
takes connectivity to the next level, enlarg-
ing the scope of the popular Sync system
with in-car WiFi. Technology abounds
throughout the Lincoln lineup and the
midsize MKZ sedan isn't left out, gaining
a hybrid model based on the powertrain of
the Ford Fusion Hybrid. This Lincoln hybrid
makes significant marketing news, in that
it's being offered at a no-price premium
compared with its non-hybrid sibling.

The Elise also gets some changes,
namely a slightly redesigned body. Al-
though it’s hard to notice at first glance,
the new front bumper, headlights and ac-
cess panel combine to give the Elise a
wider, more planted stance on the road.
The rear features a distinctive new “twin
spine” cover for the mid-mounted engine.

Lotus has also said that we should expect
“the dawn of a new era” at the Paris Auto
Show September 30, when Lotus claims it
will “unveil the future evolution of an icon-
ic British brand.” Could this finally be the
long-awaited debut of an all-new Esprit?

posed to standard) on the awd models.

Without doubt, the most significant
Lexus for 2011 is the CT 200h, a 5-door
hybrid originally designed for the Euro-
pean market. The CT 200h—which goes
on sale in early 2011—is loaded with
technology, not the least of which is the
hybrid powertrain featuring an Atkinson-
cycle 1.8-liter 4-cylinder gasoline engine,
a CVT and an electric motor that can be
the car’s sole propulsion for a distance
of up to one mile. (If this sounds similar
to Toyota Prius specifications, you're a
good reader.) Four drive modes are avail-
able: Normal, Eco, Sport and EV. Sport
enlivens the overall driving experience
by making the stability control and trac-
tion control less intrusive. Lexus figures
with its small eco footprint, radar cruise
control, eight airbags, an outstanding nav
system and excellent connectivity, the
compact CT 200h hybrid (shorter than a
Mazda3) will appeal to urban hipsters.

And finally, across the board, all Lexus
models with automatic transmissions will
be fitted for 2011 with a brake override
system. Unnecessary, we say, but it might
help sell some cars...

Maserati

After the introduction of the GranTurismo Con-
vertible this past year, it looks to be a quiet 2011
for Maserati. The big Quattroporte sedan sees
only minor changes, induding a new Bose multi-
media head unit (replacing the one from Marelli),
while several exterior trim pieces from the Sport
GT S model will become standard on the S.

The GranTurismo coupe gets a new front
lower bumper for improved aerodynam-
ics along with a revised headlight design for
a sportier look. The interior is highlighted by
new colors and trim choices, and the available
MC Sport Line will now not only offer enhanced
suspension tuning, but also carbon-fiber ex-

haust tips, side skirts and underbody aero fins.
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Maybach

The ultra-luxurious, iiber-expensive May-
bach 57 and 62 get styling changes this year
that include a more prominent grille, a raised
hood stamped in a pronounced V shape and a
horizontally divided front bumper that incor-
porates LED daytime driving lights. At the
rear, taillights now run full width with lenses
done in a darker red; and new 19- and 20-in.
wheels round out the cosmetic changes.

Performance types will be happy to know

Mazda

Mazda is joining the small-car ranks for
201 with the launch of its all-new Mazda2
(see sidebar for driving impressions; also
see “Small Wonders,” June 2010 for a
home-market look). The 155.5-in. long
5-door hatchback has been on sale in
other markets since 2007, selling 400,000
examples worldwide and garnering much
acclaim. Power may not be overwhelming
from its 100-bhp 1.5-liter 4-cylinder (fuel
economy is decent, although not spectacu-
lar), but it only has to move 2306 |b. worth
of car. Prices start at $13,980.

The Mazdab sedan gets a minor makeover
with new headlights, foglights and 17-in.
alloy wheels. Inside there are new cloth seat
materials, a new steering wheel and door
armrests, and a rearview camera now comes
standard on Grand Touring models.

Mazda is adding a normally aspirated
“i" Touring version of the CX-7 crossover
(2.5-liter 4-cylinder with 161 bhp) to the mix;
last year this engine was available only in
Sport trim. Of course, the CX-7 can still be
had with a 2.3-liter turbocharged 4-cylinder
with 244 bhp. The RX-8, MX-5 and CX-9
SUV are carryover, but the B-Series pickup
and Tribute Hybrid have been discontinued.
In a strict sense there won't be a 2011
Mazda5, but an all-new version of Mazda's
mini-minivan is on the way, most likely go-
ing on sale in early 2011 as a 2012 model.

MAZDA2
Pricerange: $13,980-$16,235
Body/seats: 50/5
Base engine: 1.5-liter dohc 16V inline-4, 100 bhp
Dpt. engine: none
Transmisslon: 5-speed manual, 4-speed automatic
Layout: front engine/front drive
Length: 155.5in.
Weight: 2306 b
EPA, city/hwy: 28/35 mpg
0-60 mph: est 10.0 sec

that the twin-turbo V-12 now makes 620 bhp,
an increase of 16 bhp. Personalization is king
with these sedans, so there is a new exterior
color (Bahama Blue) and new interior colors
and styling packages, the last with White-
haven Beach and Kuril Islands monikers.
Want your family crest or initials media-
blasted into the partition glass on the 627 Not
a problem, for a small extra charge. Do you
crave seat piping embellished with Crystal-
lized Swarovski Elements? We don’t even
know what that means, but sure, add it in.

Driving Impression:
2011 MAZDA2

Theall-new Mazda2 is about embracing smallness
withstyleand dynamics. This unique 5-door hatchback
features aninterior with a high-guality look and feel that's
well-executedin design and among the best you'll find in
the B-segment. Although there'sseating for five, the rear
bench is best reserved for kids or additional luggage.

The Mazda2 comes powered by a1.5-liter inline-4 that
revssmoothlyand eagerly toits 6300-rpm redline, but
isa bt thin on overall punch. When not loaded down with
passengers, the little hatch weighs just 2306 Ib., which
means its seemingly meager 100 bhp can make the car
feela bit zippy at times, best exploited through the solid
5-speed manual gearhox. Mazda, however, expects that
the majority of buyers (80 percent) will opt for the 4-speed
automatic that returns slightly worse fuel economy (27/33
mpg city/highway versus 29/35 for the manual).

Perhaps what you'll most appreciate about the
Mazda2 is its lively and relatively stiffly sprung suspen-
sion, which delivers crisp response and playful nimbleness
without the tin-can acoustics that usually come with
economy cars. The electric-assist power steering provides
good feedback, akin to that of a conventional hydraulic
system. The rear twist-beam suspension is specifically
tuned for stahility, given the short wheelbase of the car.
Under load, the outside rear wheel will toe in, which
helpsto keep the car controllable, even during relatively
high-speed transitional maneuvers. Oh, and the fact
that Mazdastill lets you completely defeat the stability
control, something not all competing B-segment cars
allow, is evidence that Mazda is committed to delivering
performance on every level. —_Jonathan Elfalan

)) Mazda2.

PHOTO BY BRIAN BLADES




LIKE RAISING
A LITTLE HELL WITH 300 HORSES, POUNCING INTO
THE LEFT LANE WITH 325 TURBOCHARGED LB-FT OF
FURY, SPANKING CORNERS INTO SUBMISSION WITH
YOUR ALL-NEW SPORT-TUNED CHASSIS, AND FEELING
A LITTLE DANGEROUS IN A CAR TRICKED OUT WITH
SAFETY TECHNOLOGY.
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McLaren

Following its split with Mercedes-
Benz on its road car project, McLaren is
set to return to the retail market midway
through 2011 with the 2012 MP4-12C, a
2-seat mid-engine exotic that has the Fer-
rari 458 Italia in its sights. Sold through
six select dealers in North America, the
MP4-12C features race-inspired construc-
tion techniques including a carbon-fiber
tub to which the 3.8-liter twin-turbo V-8
engine is attached. The powerplant pro-
duces 592 bhp and 443 Ib.-ft. of torque,
delivering its output to the rear wheels
via a 7-speed dual-clutch transmission.
Weighing just 2866 1b., the McLaren
MP4-12C promises 0-60 mph acceler-
ation of less than 4 seconds and a top
speed of over 200 mph.

While the tub is carbon fiber, the body
panels—specifically the front fend-

ers, hood, dihedral-opening doors and
roof—are made of aluminum while the
other body cladding is SMC composite

McLAREN MP4-12C
Price range: est $225,000-$250,000
Body/seats: 20/2
Base engine: 3.8-liter twin-turbo dohe 32V V-8,
592 bhp
Dpt. engine: none
Transmission: 7-speed dual-clutch paddle-shift
Layout: mid engine/rear drive
Length: 177.5in.
Weight: 2866 |b
EPA, city/hwy: na

0-60 mph: est 3.9 sec

material. The suspension employs front
and rear aluminum wishbones as well
as pushrod dampers with adaptive ride
and roll control. Both the transmission
and suspension settings have four driving
modes: Winter, Normal, Sport and Track.
The braking system uses ventilated iron
discs front and rear clamped by 4-pis-
ton calipers (carbon ceramic brakes are
optional). The MP4-12C rides on 19-in.
front and 20-in. rear alloy wheels shod
with Pirelli P Zero rubber compounded
specifically for McLaren.

Mercedes-Benz

With its dizzying array of models and
variants, Mercedes aims to please, but
we gravitate toward the new SLS, the
AMG-built, gullwing-door, aluminum-body
563-bhp V-8 supercar with a rear-mounted
transaxle. A close second? The C63 AMG
with the P31 package, with its freakishly
fast 481-bhp V-8, red-painted brake calipers
and lightweight forged pistons. The E-Class
Cabriolet is new this year, with Aircap and
Airscarf technologies improving the al fresco
experience when the 3-layer top is stowed.
Also new is the wagon body style, the E350
packing 4Matic all-wheel drive, a third-row
rear-facing seat and rear air suspension.

On the styling front, the CL-Class gets
a completely new look, now a bit like a
well-fed 2-door CLS, with engine options
ranging from a 429-bhp 4.6-liter twin-
turbo V-8 (CL550) to the AMG variants
with the new 536-bhp 5.5-liter twin-turbo
V-8 (CL63 AMG), 510-bhp V-12 (CL600)
and the range-topping CL65 AMG, its V-12
now making 621 bhp.

For the first time, Mercedes will lease a
fuel-cell electric, the F-Cell, in Southern
California. This 5-door, 5-passenger model
has a claimed range of 240 miles and is
powered by a 134-hp electric motor. The R-
Class, sort of the world’s sexiest (and likely
fastest) minivan, gets a complete stylistic
makeover. For the retractable-hardtop SL,
100 “SL550 Night Edition” models will be
offered, with a special matte-black paint
job, 19-in. AMG wheels and all manner of
unique trim touches. For magnates, heads
of state and captains of industry, the 5-
Class continues with the S400 Hybrid, and
the S63 AMG variant also receives the new
5.5-liter bi-turbo V-8 with 536 bhp.

Of note in the powertrain department is
50-state availability of a 3.5-liter V-6 Blue-
TEC turbodiesel for the E-Class sedan, R-
Class, GL-Class, M-Class and S-Class sedan.

Mercedes-Benz CL63 AMG.



= N

@.‘ ! ] @ "> Microsoft

iy

It's your personal operator. Your voice calls the shots.
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HANDS-FREE CALLING .
Just o AZING, FEATURES FROM SYNG;
THE VOICE-ACTIVATED. IN-CAR TECHNOLOGY AVAILABLE

: FoRo, LINcoLN AND MERCURY VEHICES:

hands-free calling ® music search « vehicle health report
turn-by-turn directions ® business search ® fraffic alerts

911 Assist™ » qudible text messages ® personalized daily information
Learn more about all SYNC features at

YOUR OWN PERSONALTOUR This “tag” allows you to view
product demos right on your mobile phone. Download the Scan app on
your phone at gettag.mobi and follow the directions. Or, text SYNC to 4FORD"
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Mini

The “big deal” for Mini next year is the
all-new Countryman, which takes Mini to
new heights (as well as widths and lengths),
sporting a 4-door SUV-like body and Mini’s
available ALL4 on-demand all-wheel drive
(see sidebar for driving impressions). The
Countryman gives a new argument for
those who’ve always dreamt of owning a
Mini, but needed more utility. And with
prices likely starting around $30,000, they
won’t have to break the bank either.

The 1.6-liter 4-cylinder engines in the
Countryman are new and will find their way
into the rest of the 2011 Mini line. Reduced
internal friction and an optimized lubrica-
tion system on the normally aspirated ver-
sion free up an additional 3 bhp for a total
of 121 bhp, while the turbocharged engine
gets a bump to 181 bhp (from 172) due to
BMW?s Valvetronic intake valve control.

On the outside, all Minis sport new
front bumper fascias, larger foglights,
new taillights and five new wheel designs.
Optional xenon headlights can be upgrad-
ed to be “adaptive” for $100.

Climb inside a 2011 Mini and you may
notice the interior is a little quieter due
to enhanced sound-attenuating additions.
Also, trim pieces that were once painted sil-
ver will now be matte black offset by a new
standard beige headliner and a 20-percent
darker tinted sunroof. Satellite and HD ra-
dio will come standard along with a 1-year
complimentary Sirius subscription. Cus-
tomers can choose to upgrade to the Mini
Connected radio package (with Bluetooth,
voice recognition, etc.), or even further to
the new USB-updateable internal memory-
based navigation system, both of which will
feature a new 6.5-in. high-resolution screen.

NISSAN Juke
Price range: est $19,900-$25,000
Body/seats: 5D/5
Base engine: 1.6-liter turbo dohc 16V |-4, 188 bhp
Dpt. engine: none
Transmisslon: 6-speed manual, CVT
Layout: front engine/front drive;
front engine/all-wheel drive
Length: 162.4 in.
Weight: 2970 b
EPA, city/hwy: 27/32

0-60 mph: est 7.5 sec

roadandtrack.com

ROAD & TRACK www.

2011 MINI COUNTRYMAN

Itwouldn't be surprising if Mini traditionalists find the
new Countryman—at 166.2 in. long, 70.4 in. wide and
61.5in. tall—a it too much, likean over-inflated Club-
man running on tippy-toes. Then again, it wouldn't be
surprising if Mini finds a new slot of buyers who need that
little bit of added room and aren‘t bound by tradition.

Whoever the buyers are, they'll have a choice of two
versions of the 1.6-liter inline-4. Coopers get 122 bhp
and 118 Ib.-ft. of torque, while the S brings direct injec-
tion, variable valve timing and a twin-scroll turbo. The
last resultsin 184 bhpand 177 Ib.-ft. of torque, although
an overboost mode bumps torque to 192 |b.-ft., aidingin
the car's 7.5-second 0-60 time (about 2.5 sec. quicker
than the base model).

Both the manual and automatic transmissions have 6
speeds through front-wheel drive. But in keeping with
the Countryman’s do-anything attitude, there’salsoan
optional ALL4 all-wheel-drive system that can ship 50
percent of the power to the rear axle when needed.

Mini was kind enough to wet down the small circuit on
which wetried the Countryman. | don't drive all that much
inthe rainin Southern California, so it was funto pitch the
Miniin the wet. Not surprisingly, it understeers a bit; but
with traction contral on, you can really lean on the throttle
as the Mini gathers its legs under itself, traction light
flashing away, then bites. Great fun.

Probably not the typical driving for Countryman own-
ers, as “sportydriving” doesn’t seem like a purchase point,
unless we're referring to skiing, fishing or surfing. Driven
hard in the wet, as we were able to do, one gets the impres-
sionthe ALL4 isn't meant to make this the fastest Mini,
but rather one that won't slither awayin snow or sand; less
amachinefor a racer than for arambler.—_John Lamm

y Niésan Juke. ” ;
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The big news from Mitsubishi for 2011 is
the arrival of an all-new model called the
Outlander Sport. As its name suggests, it's
a sportier, smaller version of the Outlander
SUV. This crossover is powered by a 2.0-
liter inline-4 with 148 bhp, yet it returns an
estimated 31 mpg highway. Price will be in
the neighborhood of $19,000.

For Evo fans, a new version of the popu-
lar Lancer Evolution has arrived, called the
SE (Special Edition). It's basically an MR,
but without the expensive forged alloy
wheels, upgraded upholstery, premium au-
dio or the MR's sound insulation package.
In return, the SE’s price tag will be lower.
The svelte Eclipse sports coupe will receive
a new paint scheme—in that all coupe
models will now have black-painted roofs.
As for the Galant and Lancer, they carry on
mostly status quo.

Headlining the changes for Nissan in
2011 is the arrival of a couple of all-new
models, one of them being the much-
publicized Leaf, the world’s first mass-
produced all-electric vehicle. The Leaf
features a zero-emissions powertrain and
affordable pricing; range is said to be
as much as 100 miles, and a full charge
on a home charging system takes about
eight hours. The price is just $25,280,
after $7500 federal tax savings, and that
includes a standard navigation system.

Also new in 2011 is a radically styled
crossover called the Juke. Based on the
Versa’s platform, the Juke is powered by
a turbocharged 1.6-liter direct-injection
4-cylinder that produces 188 bhp and 177
Ib.-ft. of torque. An all-wheel-drive system
with torque vectoring is available (front-
wheel drive comes standard). Nissan’s
sports cars—the 370Z and GT-R—receive
minor enhancements for 2011.
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Featuring photography from
The Cahier Archive

Not lucky enough to have experienced the early years of the
modern Grand Prix era? Well, Bernard Cahier was, shoot-
ing photos and even serving as R&T's Grand Prix reporter
back in the 1950s. As one of the first motoring journal-
ist/photographers—not to mention a gentleman who many
drivers considered a friend—Cahier had superb access to
the great personalities of the era —guys such as Clark,
Moss, Hill, Gurney and Andretti.

In Formula1at 60, the Road & Track 2011 Vintage
‘ Memories calendar, we feature some of Cahier’s best F1
images, plus some great shots from his son, Paul-Henri,
who brings the Villeneuve, Prost, Senna, Mansell and
Schumacher era to life with his own distinctive style.

Road & Track s Mo e Last year's calendar sold out quickly, so order your
i B o Road & Track 2011 Vintage Memories Calendar now!

S | 2011 Vintage Memories Calendar
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Porsche Panamera V-6.

Porsche

Fans of rear-drive 911s, prepare to laugh
maniacally: The new 911 GT2 RS is more
powerful—and nearly 500 1b. lighter—
than the Carrera GT. Its 620-bhp twin-
turbo 3.8-liter flat-6 is good for a torrid
0-60 lunge of 3.4 seconds and a 205-mph
top speed. Carbon fiber abounds (for the
trunklid, side air intakes, seats and rear
wing) and the interior is swathed in red
and black Alcantara. The enormous yellow
calipers signify carbon-ceramic brakes,
standard equipment in the GT2 RS’ esti-
mated $245,000 base price.

In the blue-collar exotic ranks is the
Boxster Spyder, a $61,200 sunny-day
roadster with a somewhat fussy 2-piece
manual soft-top and a flowing aluminum
rear deck. It’s 176 Ib. lighter than a Boxster
S and, when equipped with the PDK trans-
mission, the quickest production Boxster.

For 2011, the Panamera can be ordered
with a 3.6-liter 300-bhp V-6 in either rear-
or all-wheel-drive guise...a bit of an anti-
climax after the V-8 models, but it can get
to 60 mph in less than 6 seconds, according
to Porsche’s stopwatch. And when you ab-
solutely, positively have to have a sport ute

ROAD & TRACK

Driving Impression:

2011 PORSCHE PANAMERA V-6

Foracompany that's beenaround as longas Porsche (near-
ly80 years), you'd think there wouldn't be too many “firsts”
these days. Yetthe German company breaks new ground
about as reqularly as the Lakers win NBA championships.
Porsche water-cooledits flat-6 enginein 1997, builtits first
SUVin 2002, and thenlast yearintroducedits first sedan, the
Panamera. Now the company has built its own 3.6-iter V-6
todropintothe big 5-door 'sengine bay (and no, this isn't the
same VW-sourced VR6 found inthe Cayenne).

The advantages of the new Panamera V-6 over the
V-8-powered version are obvious. First, the price of the
car comes down to asemi-affordable $74,400, putting it
inthe neighborhood of the BMW 5 Series and Mercedes-
Benz E-Class. Fuel economy impraves from the V-8's
16/24t018/27 mpg. And, the car's hefty curb weight is

that handles like a sports car, the all-new

Cayenne bows this year, with tauter lines,
a slightly lower curb weight and a range-
topping 4.8-liter twin-turbo V-8 making
500 bhp, shared with the Panamera Turbo.

trimmed from 4123 to 3880 |b.

What you give up with the V-6 is power and torque. It's
rated at 300 bhpand 295 |b.~ft. of torque, a noticeable
drop fromthe V-8's 400 bhp and 369 Ib.-ft. But driving
onthe roads around Cologne, Germany, | found the V-6
Panamera to be a delight, providing enough oomph to
satisfy the spirited driver. When revved toits 6700-rpm
redline, the 90-degree V-6 sounds melodious. That said,
the Panamera still feels heavy, especially through corners.

Matching the V-6 to the PDK gearbox provides for
ultra-quick shifts. And with 80 percent of peak torque ar-
riving at 1500 rpm, it's not surprising that Porsche claims
the Panamera V-6 will hit 60 mphin 5.8 seconds and
reachatop speed of 160 mph.

The Panamera V-6, on sale now, comes in two versions:
rear-drive and the Panamera 4, which features active all-
wheel drive.—Sam Mitani

Also in the Cayenne range is the S Hybrid,
Porsche’s first such production vehicle. It
should be quick, with a combined output of
380 hp from its supercharged 3.0-liter V-6
and electric motor. It lists for $67,700.
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ON A HUMAN LEVEL

Great ideas come in waves. Literally, in this case.

For Infiniti engineer and avid surfer, Mineki lwaki, it seemed like
a natural idea. What if he could design a suspension system for
the iconic Infiniti FX by applying what he had learned from surfing?
One that seamlessly adapts to changing road surfaces and driving

behaviors. Just like a surfer adapts to the flow of a wave.

“Usually, there is a trade-off between riding comfort and precision handling) he stated.
But delivering both in the dynamic luxury crossover would be his top priority. His
solution? An ingenious technology called Continuous Damping Control!

Mr. Iwaki and his team began with
a redesigned triple-tube damper
that features an electronic
solenoid valve actuator. This
innovation allows the system
to automatically adjust the size of the valve openings by continually
analyzing data from nine different sensors throughout the vehicle.

Sensors are used for monitoring G-forces on the vehicle’s axles and upper body,
steering angle, speed, braking and engine torque. Then, once all these variables are considered, an
electronic signal varying from 0.6A to 2.0A forces the motion of the solenoid to optimize the flow of fluid
inside the dampers. Thus stiffening or softening the suspension as needed. Impressively, the system
executes all of this in as little as 10 milliseconds. Which is a fraction of the human brain's reaction time.

For Mr. Iwaki, the end result of his inspiration is a suspension system crafted to work in perfect
concert with the entire vehicle and its surroundings, providing up to 250% more damping control
than previously attainable. For the driver, it means a vehicle designed to adapt to the way you
drive, delivering exceptional comfort, responsiveness and handling. Experience it in the Infiniti FX.
This is inspired performance. This is the way of Infiniti.

S
For detailed specifications and more, visit InfinitiUSA.com.
*Available feature. Always wear your seat belt, and please don’t drink and drive. ©2010 INFINITL I N F I N I T I
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Engine protection is the measure of a filter's ability to not just trap dirt but hold it for the life of the filter,

©2009 Honeywell International Inc. Printed in the US.A. A Honeywell car care product

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT ENGINE PROTECTION, GO TO FRAM.COM.

TESTINGTHEU.S.
WATERS

New automakers poised to pounce in 2011...will
they make it or not?

1. Fiat: -
The Fiat 500 Prima Edizione is a go; it
should pry a few U.S. enthusiasts out of their
Minis. About 200 Fiat franchises at Chrysler
dealerships are planned.

Rolls-Royce

Automobiles of Rolls-Royce stature
aren’t expected to change capriciously.
This past year though, the term “new” was
affixed to this fabled British marque with
the appearance of a Ghost. This smaller
sibling to the Phantom has demonstrated
genuine Rolls-Royce attributes, this, de-
spite being based on lesser mechanicals.
(But when the latter are those of a sumptu-

Saab

While not exactly a household name in
the U.S., Saab does have enthusiast ap-
peal, so we're glad Dutch sports-car-build-
er Spyker stepped up and took over the
Swedish brand from General Motors. The
redesigned 2011 9-5 (see First Drive, Sep-
tember 2010) is still heavily GM-influenced,
so it will be at least until 2012 before we
see the effect of Spyker's influence on Saab
when an all-new 9-3 hits the market.

The new 9-5 will initially be offered with
a 2.8-liter turbocharged V-6 with 300
bhp, with a turbocharged 2.0-liter inline-4
(E85-capable) offered shortly thereafter. A
6-speed manual transmission is standard
on the smaller engine, with a 6-speed au-
tomatic optional. The 2.8-liter will come
standard with Saab’s XWD all-wheel-drive
system and a 6-speed automatic.
Equipped with DriveSense, Saab’s vari-

2.Coda:
A plug-in lithium-ion electric based on the
Chinese-made Hafei Sabo 4-door sedan;

an ambitious 14,000 cars are promised in 2011.

3. Aptera:
After design delays and foraging for addi-
tional capital, Aptera will begin selling its
composite-bodied ultra-aerodynamic electric
3-wheeler in 2011, albeit late in the year.

4, Geely:

. The Chinese industrial giant first made

L refrigeratorsin 1986 and has threatened

to bring cars to the U.S. since about 2005;
" now it owns Volvo.

. Alfa Romeo:
The delays continue. Although the Giulietta's
chassis will ultimately underpin some Chrys-
ler offerings, no definitive plans have been
made for Alfa-badged cars to be sold here.

ous BMW 7 Series, who’s to quibble?)

Indeed, we did very little quibbling in
our August 2010 comparison test of the
Rolls-Royce Ghost and Bentley Flying
Spur; wondrous cars, both.

The 2011 Ghost is priced at $245,000.
Phantom models are $380,000, $408,000,
$443.000 and $450.000 for Sedan,
Coupe, Drophead Coupe and Extended
Wheelbase Sedan, respectively. Bespoke
opportunities exist as well.

able suspension damping and throttle sen-
sitivity function, the 9-5 straddles the line
between highway cruiser and sports sedan.
Aside from the 9-5, the 9-4x crossover
will be unveiled in 2011. Based on the Cadil-
lac SRX, the 9-4x will feature the same pow-
ertrains as the 9-5. The 9-3 line—comprised
of sedan, convertible, SportCombi wagon
and 9-3x (an “allroad” version of the Com-
bi)—will carry over unchanged into 2011.

SAAB 9-5
Price range: est $32,000-%43,000
Body/seats: 4D/5
Base engine: 2.8-liter turbo dohc 24V V-6, 300 bhp
Opt. engine: 2.0-liter turbo dohc 16V -4, 220 bhp
Transmission: 6-speed automatic, 6-speed manual
Layout: front engine/all-wheel drive;
front engine/front drive
Length: 197.2in.
Weight: est 3800 Ib
EPA, city/hwy: na
0-60 mph: est 6.9 sec




YOUR OIL PROTECTS YOUR ENGINE

BUT WHAT’S PROTECTING

YOUR OIL?

FRAM® EXTRA GUARD® DELIVERS 3 TIMES THE ENGINE PROTECTION
BASED ON THE AVERAGE OF LEADING ECONOMY FILTERS.

When your oil breaks down, damaging dirt and particles can threaten the life of your engine.
A FRAM Extra Guard oil filter delivers advanced engine protection with specially blended
glass and cellulose filter media. FRAM Extra Guard traps 95% of dirt and harmful particles,
and holds them until your next recommended oil change. Don’t cut corners — go with FRAM.
ENGINE PROTECTION" To learn more about advanced engine protection, go to fram.com.

*Based on testing of models equivalent to PHBA 3387A and 6607 under IS0 4548-12 for particles = 20 microns. ‘ RA M

Engine profection is the measure of a filter's ability to not just trap dirt, but hold it for the life of the filter.
© 2010 Honeywell International Inc. Printed inthe U.S.A. A Honeywell car care product. THE DIRT STOPS HERE™




Scion

The most youth-oriented car brand in
the U.S. looks to grow its appeal in 2011
with the addition of the new (for the U.S.)
Scion iQ, along with an all-new version
of the tC coupe. Scion is positioning the
iQ as a “premium micro-subcompact” in
the States. Translated, this means that al-
though the iQ is smaller than a Ford Fiesta
or Honda Fit (but larger than a Smart), it
shouldn’t feel like a cheap car. A unique
3+1 seating arrangement provides space

Smart

Not much news from Daimler’s diminu-
tive offshoot, aside from the limited avail-
ability of the all-electric Smart Fortwo.
For now the car will be leased mainly to
fleet customers, but the feedback Smart
gets from this initial batch of 1000 cars
will help tune them for mass production
sometime in 2012. Propulsion comes from
a 20-kW motor that can, as needed (and
for a limited duration), produce up to 30
kW of output power. Feeding the motor is
a 16.5-kWh lithium-ion battery. It can be
charged from either 110- or 220-volt out-
lets, Smart claiming a real-world range of
around 85 miles.

Subaru

With the far-roomier fifth-generation
Legacy/Outback models making their de-
but last year, the focus shifts to the Im-
preza WRX and WRX STI that, for 2011,
both feature the new 4-door “wide body”

) Subaru WRX
STi sedan.

for up to three adults and a small child,
with the ability to fold the back seats flat
for more cargo space. Its 1.3-liter inline-4
makes just over 90 bhp and comes mated
to a CVT; fuel economy is in the high
30-mpg range. (See our drive of the iQ in
“Small Wonders,” June 2010.)

The second-generation tC looks to im-
prove upon the success of the first with
a bold new style to go with its all-new
chassis and engine. The 2.5-liter 4-cyl-
inder makes 180 bhp (19 bhp more than
the 2.4-liter) and 173 Ib.-ft. of torque (up
11 Ib.-ft.) and can be paired with either a
6-speed manual or shiftable 6-speed auto-
matic. The chassis sits lower and rides on

design, wholly consistent with the already
formidable girth of the STI 5-door. The
regular WRXs tracks are widened by
approximately 1.5 in., the rear subframe
bushings are stiffer, and there’s more tire
and wheel...the alloys are 17 x 8 (versus
17 x 7 previously) and the tires are now
size 235/45-17, a 10-mm increase in sec-
tion width. The STI, in addition to the
new 4-door body option, gets a firmer
suspension (higher-rate springs, thicker
anti-roll bars and new bushings), light-
er 18-in. wheels, polished stainless steel
quad tailpipes and a redesigned front fas-
cia on the 5-door to bring styling in line
with the other wide-body designs.

A new Bluetooth-enabled and iPod-
capable audio system is available in most
Subaru models. Foresters get a new base
2.5-liter flat-4 with slight increases in
torque and fuel economy and an optional
removable TomTom navigation system,
which is also optional on the Impreza 2.5i
Premium and standard on the new Out-
back Sport Special Edition model.

SCION tC
Price range: $18,275-$21,000
Body/seats: 2D/5
Base engine: 2.5-liter dohc 16V I-4, 180 bhp
Opt. engine: none
Transmission: 6-speed manual, 6-speed automatic
Layout: front engine/front drive
Length: 174.0 in.
Weight: est 3000 |b
EPA, city/hwy: 23/31
0-60mph: est 6.8 sec

larger wheels than the previous model.
The xB and xD both receive new grille
designs, with the xB also getting updated
head- and taillights; the xD sports firmer
suspension for improved handling.

Suzuki

Suzuki's huge success following the intro-
duction of the Kizashi this past year should
only get better in 2011. That's because now
you'll be able to equip both GTS and SLS mod-
els with the Sport trim, which adds (among
other things) a more aggressive front fascia and
lower grille, chrome body side sills, foglight be-
zels with chrome surrounds, a trunk-mounted
spoiler, 10-mm lower ride height and new 18-in.
wheels that are also lighter by 2 |b. apiece. If
you decide to get navigation, you'll have the op-
tion of a rear-view camera as well.

Although there aren't too many changes to
the SX4 line, one difference everyone will be
able to get behind is a new lower MSRP (not yet
official at press time; expect it to drop by about
$2000). In addition to the lower price, the SX4
benefits from an extra pair of rear seat side-im-
pact airbags, bringing the total to eight airbags
in every SX4. Garmin's new 1600 series portable
navigation system will also be available.

The rest of the Suzuki line goes largely un-
changed, aside from the Grand Vitara's newly
upgraded navigation system and the discontin-

uation of a V-6 option (4-cylinders only now).
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30 DAY MONEY
BACK GUARANTEE

5 YEAR UNLIMITED

MOVEMENT WARRANTY

CERAMIC PERFECTION....style meets science
NOW WITH DIAMONDS AS STANDARD

The Daniel Steiger Bravado Diamond Ceramic. A luxury timepiece with a high precision chronograph movement
and diamond dial, is now available direct from the manufacturer at the astonishingly low price of just $179,

a saving of $1,016 on the retail price of $1,195. All the features and styling you would expect from a designer
watch including a magnificent presentation case, but at a fraction of the price you would expect to pay.

We just make beautiful watches, beautifully simple to buy.

« 7 Genuine diamonds on the dial . Butterfly buckle . Rose gold colored accents . Date calendar
« Scratch resistant solid ceramic case and bracelet . Precision movement with chronograph and Includes Soft Lined Wood
date dials . Water resistant to 3atms (98ft) . Supplied to you in a magnificent presentation case. Finished Presentation Case

CALL OUR CREDIT CARD HOTLINE ON 1 -8 77 550 9876
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Tesla

Tesla’s big news came this past summer
with its Initial Public Offering of stock
netting the company some $202 million
on sales of almost 12 million shares—
in one day. The company celebrated at
new outlets opening in our own Newport
Beach, California, neighborhood and also
in Copenhagen, Denmark.

Shown at both locations and qualifying
as New for 2011 were examples of the
Roadster 2.5, Tesla’s fourth iteration of its
Lotus Elise-derived electric sports car. Its
list price is $109,000; that of the Roadster
Sport (with some 8 percent more torque),
$128,500. Upgrades of the 2.5 version
are moderate. New front and rear fascias
have diffuser vents. Forged alloys, of di-
rectional design, are available in either
silver or black. New seats have larger
bolstering and a new lumbar support con-
figuration. An optional 7-in. touchscreen
display includes a backup camera. New
acoustic liners in the front fenders make
the interior even more EV-silent. Last, the
car’s power control hardware is said to
enable more spirited driving in extremely
hot climates.

This last point underscores the Road-
ster’s wide EV appeal. Though only
around 1200 Teslas have been sold, they’re
said to be in at least 25 different countries.

Other investment includes $50 mil-
lion from Toyota in defining a partner-
ship of EV development as well as Tesla’s
acquisition of the ex-New United Motor
Manufacturing Inc. plant in Fremont,
California. Tesla’s Model S sedan is
scheduled to begin production at the
revamped NUMMI site in 2012.

Toyota

There won't be awhole lot of new product com-
ing from Toyota for 2011, other than the arrival of
a significantly refreshed Corolla. Details of the car
are sketchy at this point; about the only thing we
know for sure is that it's set to bow in November.

While most of us have been eagerly antici-
pating the arrival of the FT-86 rear-drive sports
car, reports from Japan say the project has
been put on hold until 2013—design and styling
issues were cited as the main reasons for the
delay. As for the rest of Toyota's current lineup,

Volkswagen

The highlight at VW this year? The Octo-
ber arrival of the new Jetta, a larger sedan
that’s priced more competitively than be-
fore (see our First Drive in this issue). The
Touareg SUV is also new, far more carlike
than the outgoing model and boasting a
choice of three powertrains: a 3.6-liter
gasoline V-6 with 280 bhp, a 3.0-liter
TDI diesel V-6 with 225 bhp, or a Hybrid
model that blends a supercharged 3.0-liter
gasoline V-6 with a 34-kW electric mo-
tor. This new Hybrid, with peak combined
output of 374 hp, is by no means a slouch.
And it will also be easy on fuel, getting
around 28 mpg in daily use. Every Touareg
model now comes with an 8-speed auto-
matic transmission.

Most interesting to us, however, is the
New Midsize Sedan, which will be built
early next year in VW'’s new Chattanooga,
Tennessee, plant. This front-drive Passat
replacement, a larger car than the current
Passat, might carry the Passat name even
though there will still be a European one

VOLVOS60TeAWD
Price range: $37,700-$45,000
Body/seats: 4D/5
Base engine: 3.0-liter turbo dohc 24V -6, 300 bhp
Opt. engine: none
Transmission: 6-speed automatic
Layout: front engine/all-wheel drive
Length: 182.2in.
Welght: 39011b
EPA, city/hwy: 18/26 mpg
0-60 mph: est 5.8 sec

e, I >

sized more appropriately for the home mar-
ket. VW is tight-lipped about the NMS, but
we know the company intends for the car to
compete with the likes of the Camry and Ac-
cord as part of an ambitious growth plan in
North America. That's a tall order, and not
simply because it's a crowded segment...

the roomy Avalon sedan gets the most changes =

for 2011 with updated styling and three new |
exterior colors.

ROAD & TRACK




percent of those being sold are TDI diesels—is
unchanged for 201], several other VW mod-
els receive an upgraded navigation system.
Lastly, there will not be a 2011 New Beetle; an
all-new 2012 model (the New New Beetle?)
will make its debut sometime in 20T11.

P HO'I:O BY GLENN PAULINA /KGP PHOTOGRAPHY

WHY TECH

Whatever were the engineers—or marketers—
thinking? Here are our picks of what we could
easily do without. Alphabetically:

% Automated manuals with

clunky low-speed operation:
You know who you are!

$ Complex start/stop/acc

button sequences:
This task should be simple...

Volvo

Emory Leeson, Dudley Moore’s char-
acter in 1990’ truth-in-advertising com-
edy Crazy People, will have to eat his
words: “Volvo—they're boxy, but they're
good.” Because, while it’s still good, the
curvaceous and dare we say sexy new
S60 T6 AWD bears zero resemblance to
the container it came in (sce last month’s
First Drive for more information). It’s a
shame we won’t see the exquisite V60
wagon variant in the States, according
to a Volvo spokesperson, as the market
for high-end wagons here is all but non-
cxistent. To this point, the V70 has been
discontinued, but its XC70 soft-roader

)) Volvo S60 T6 AWD.

4

Instant mpg displays:
Extremes of readout dithering
are all but useless.

¢ Lane guidance systems:
If you're this lax in your driving,
pull over and rest!

& Trick ventilation systems:
“Scented"” air ducts?? Really now...

couterpart lives on.

The handsome C70 retractable hardtop
continues relatively unchanged mechani-
cally, but significant frontal styling updates
to it and the 3-door hot-hatch C30 provide
more differentiation. The new-for-2010
XC60 crossover’s base 3.2-liter straight-6
gets a 5-bhp bump (now 240) and the
T6 variant’s turbo 3.0-liter gets a 19-bhp
promotion (now an even 300), that same
engine found in the S80 sedan and new
S60. The XC90 continues with a choice of |
the 3.2-liter inlinc-6 or the sole V-8 from
Volvo, a 311-bhp 4.4-liter powerplant, an
engine that’s no longer offered in the S80.
We won'’t get into what Emory Leeson said
about Jaguars, but you might remember. @

www,roadandtrack.com OCTOBER 2010 B5



Floovliner ?

Durability

Patented Tri-Extruded
Material Offers Rugged
Durability and Excellent
Grip

Fit
Precision Digital

Laser Measurement
Ensures a Precise Fit

> .
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Available in 3 Colors Custom Rear Liners Textured Surface Raised Lip Contoured Underside

Accessories available for:
Acura  Audi » BMW e Buick » Cadillac ® Chevrolet e Chrysler  Dodge © Ferrari @ Ford  GMC » Honda ® Hummer e Hyundai e Infiniti ¢

Isuzu » Jeep © Kia ® Land Rover ¢ Lexus e Lincoln ® Maserati ¢ Mazda  Mercedes-Benz  Mercury © Mini ® Mitsubishi e Nissan o
Oldsmobile ® Plymouth « Pontiac ® Porsche ® Saah = Saturn = Scion ¢ Subaru ® Suzuki » Toyota = Volkswagen ¢ Volvo = And More!

©2010 MacNegil Automotive Products Limited
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Toyota
FloorLiner™
Shown

Function

Deep, Sculpted Channels and
Reservoir Keep Fluids and Debris
in the Liner and Off Your Carpets!

Retention Anchors Used
e applicable)

.......
.........
------
.......

WeatherTech® Protects Resale Too!

Simply put, the cost of owning a vehicle is the difference between
what you pay for it and what you sell it for. There are many factors
that influence resale value; miles, exterior condition, maintenance
history and of course interior condition.

WeatherTech® FloorLiners, Floor Mats and Cargo/Trunk Liners

X REALLY help preserve your car/truck or SUV’s interior so when it’s
N trade-in-time, the dealer can’t “deduct” for a dirty, stained or worn
interior. Get WeatherTech® protection for your cars interior today!

AUTMOMOTIVE
PRODUCTS LIMITED

2435 Wisconsin Street * Downers Grove, IL 60515 Specialists in Original Equipment and
Canadian Customers; www.WeatherTech.ca 630-769-1500 » fax 630-769-0300 Aftermarket Automotive Accessories
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Fit

More Custom

Mat Designs

than Any Other
Manufacturer;
Available for Virtually
Any Vehicle

Function

Deep, Sculpted
Channels and
Reservoir Keep Fluids
and Debris in the Mat
and Off Your Carpets!

Ribbed Design Fluid and Debris Underside - Nibs
Reservoir and Anti-Skid Ridges g
da

Accessories available for:

Acura e Audi ® BMW e Buick © Cadillac * Chevrolet ¢ Chrysler e Dodge © Ferrari  Ford ¢ GMC © Honda  Hummer ¢ Hyundai e Infiniti e
Isuzu  Jaguar ¢ Jeep # Kia ¢ Land Rover » Lexus ¢ Lincoln « Maserati ® Mazda ® Mercedes-Benz e Mercury  Mini ® Mitsubishi ¢ Nissan ¢

Oldsmobile » Plymouth  Pontiac = Porsche ® Saab ® Saturn ® Scion ® Subaru ® Suzuki « Toyota = Volkswagen e Volvo ¢ And More!

©2010 MacNeil Automative Products Limited i % )




What makes it a I Tt%erﬁ’c/z@ Floor Mat?

/;’ : Mercedes-Benz

-4:;, ~ Floor Mat
B e 2 . Shown

Durability

Proprietary Resin Ensures that
these Mats Will Not Curl, Crack
or Harden Even in Sub-Zero
Temperatures

Safety

Factory Retention Anchors
Used (where applicable)

e — ot
lii— Weaﬁom

| ———— -
Proudly Designed, Engineered and Manufactured in the USA 80 o -44 1 - 6 28 7 pA R[(:]) g U%-]h-’g ?_ ITMI] -[y E g
2435 Wisconsin Street * Downers Grove, IL 60515 Specialists in Original Equipment and

Canadian Customers; www. WeatherTech.ca 630-769-1500.# fax 630-769-0300 Aftermarket Automotive Accessories




R L

Weat h@ﬁ@ﬁﬁ)

Acura Fit -
Function Cagg}o Liner Precision Digital .
own Laser Measurement

Contoured Design
and Textured Finish

Ensures a Precise
Fit and Complete
Coverage
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Protection

Interior; Protecting Your
. Vehicle from Wear
~~  and Tear

Durability

Advanced Material
Resists Chemicals
and Remains Flexible
Regardless of

Temperature
Custom Designed Textured Finish Raised Lip; Proudly Designed, & E
Contoured Fit Engineered and Manufactured ie——

B —
in the USH ee——

Accessories available for:

Acura ¢ Audi  BMW e Buick © Cadillac ® Chevrolet ® Chrysler  Dodge  Ferrari  Ford ¢ GMC ¢ Honda ® Hummer  Hyundai e Infiniti ¢
Isuzu ¢ Jaguar ® Jeep ® Kia ® Land Rover ® Lexus © Lincoln ® Maserati ® Mazda ® Mercedes-Benz e Mercury ® Mini ® Mitsubishi  Nissan e

Oldsmobile » Plymouth e Pontiac ¢ Porsche ® Saab e Saturn ¢ Scion ® Subaru ¢ Suzuki » Toyota ¢ Volkswagen e Volvo ¢ And More!
©2010 MacNeil Automotive Products Limited



What makes it a WeatherTech” Product?

‘Function
Letthe Fresh

Durability
Hand-Crafted From

the Finest 3mm Lightly-
Tinted Cast Acrylic

-

————
Cadillac e
Side Window Deflectors
- Shown
Light and Dark Tint  Precision-Machined  Sleek, Low Profile
Flange Design

e ———
eerpyw— AUTOMOTIVE
PRODUCTS LIMITED

Canadian Customers; www. WeatherTech.ca 80 o - 4 4 1 = 6 2 8 7 ipﬂee?l:g?kse;nAg:log:oaJWEqur:;:::::g

2435 Wisconsin Street » Downers Grove, IL 60515




Does it have the sportlng chops to take on the blg BMW'-’

BY JONATHAN ELFALAN »» PHOTOS BY JEFF ALLEN
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Let’s face 1t, when it comes to performance cars Lexus is not exactly a
marque that readily pops into mind. Or is it? With the launch of the “F” division
through the potent IS F performance sedan, and with the ultra-exotic LFA locked and
loaded in the chamber of production (not to mention completely sold out through pre-
sale), there’s now substantive reason to believe that this once acquiescent, luxury-only
brand is poised to ruffle up some of the most serious players in the business.%* So |
guess it shouldn’t have come as a huge surprise to see Lexus expand this newfound
vigor to a segment it has done relatively well in, even without the pretense of athleti-
cism. The LS 460 may not have been built as a performance-driven machine from the
ground up, but with the newly available Sport Package, there’s new life and an inner
sporting spirit to be explored from behind the wheel of this Lexus. % To gauge just
how far the LS 460 has come, we couldn’t think of a better target than its former an-
tithesis, the all-new twin-turbocharged BMW 750i. Beautifully engineered and faster
than ever, the new 7501 is the best 7 Series we’ve seen to date and is intent to remain

~x 4
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Exactly how good is it though, and is the big 750i sedan really worth
that gaping price margin (nearly $20,000) over its more attractively
priced Lexus competition? - International Editor Sam Mitani and

I headed down the long road through the Anza-Borrego Desert to

find some answers, pitting long-distance comfort of both cars against
our discriminating backsides while seizing every opportunity to
hammer down a few of the incredibly straight or sublimely curva-
ceous roads that California’s beautiful low desert has to offer—

and we emerged with some interesting revelations.

ROAD & TRACK
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[ can vaguely recall the first time 1 belt-
ed in to drive an early version of the new
Lexus LS 460. Not that it lacked quality,
comfort or power, but it was just anoth-
er flufty, automatic-ges xury boat
that was quick to be forgotten once you
cranked its steering wheel. This weakness
could be blamed solely on a suspension
that was about as firm as a bowl of soft-

ice cream on a sunny day, riding on
all-season tires that vehemently gave pro-
test when pushed hard. There was an ob-
vious untapped reserve of performance,
and thus entertainment, to be had given
the stout 4.6-liter V-8 and rear-drive ar-
chitecture. Come on, Lexus!

Enter the Sport Package, packed with
enough performance and aesthetic enhance-
ments to not only put the LS 460 back on
our radar, but persuade us to take it out
hunting for some big sport-luxury bogies.

For your dollars—$6185 of them to
be exact—the Sport Package includes a
cool smoked-out sport grille embedded
in the front fascia that’s complemented
by a low-slung splitter and body-
thickening rocker panel extensions.
The forged 19-in. wheels are fit-
ted with dedicated summer perform-
ance tires that increase grip as well as
they fill out the wheel wells. Brem-
bo brakes peer out from behind split




spokes in a visually impressive display
of stopping potential.

On the interior front, you gain Sport-
specific black and saddle tan leather that’s
trimmed with matte dark brown accents,
colors that befit the look and demeanor of
the LS’s new character. If it’s not to your
liking, you’re out of luck because it’s the
only interior configuration Lexus offers.
The new front sport seats gain a palpable
amount of lateral support, though still not
quite to the rib-hugging degree we like. On
another positive note, the leather-trimmed
sport steering wheel has sprouted a pair of
inconspicuous paddle shifters, which help
the driver manipulate the aggressively re-
calibrated 8-speed transmission.

These are all fantastic additions that
would be enough to validate the LS 460
Sport’s presence on these pages, but the
most remarkable upgrade is the new sus-
pension that ensures the driving experience
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is not forgettable. The LS chassis receives
a sport-tuned air suspension offering three
modes of damping—Comfort, Normal and
Sport—that can be changed on the fly with
a rocker switch next to the one that var-
ies the response of the electronic throttle
(ECT). With this, you can now customize
the character of the LS, from docile city
coach to atypical canyon carver!

Upon reaching the aforementioned
fun zone known as Highway S22, the
LS Sport was able to rewrite our his-
tory altogether with a single pass down
the canyon grade. The brakes held up
phenomenally well under repeated late-
braking maneuvers (did we really leave
our photographer in the dust that easily?)
while testing the transmission’s new rev-
matching downshift function—a la IS F
The shifts are lightning quick but don’t
engage with quite the kick of an “F” car,
and that’s perfectly appropriate. Slap the
.‘-

-

- '\
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drive selector over to manual mode and
it’ll even let you hold a gear at the en-
gine’s soft limiter, which is something the
BMW?’s 6-speed automatic (or any current
Audi auto) won’t let you get away with.
The LS’s powerful 4.6-liter V-8 utilizes
a combination of port (for a quieter idle)
and direct fuel injection (for perform-
ance) and cranks out 380 bhp and 367
Ib.-ft. of torque. This makes getting up to
traffic speeds a mindless affair (the car
hits 60 mph in 5.6 seconds), and doesn’t
leave you at all disappointed when you’re
wanting to relish a good road or simply
lay down two lengthy strips of rubber.
Having yet to drive the BMW, I'm al-
ready convinced that the Lexus LS 460
Sport is all the performance I'm ever
going to need in a car this size and this
comfortable. But I can’t jump to any con-
clusions yet—there’s a Bavarian starship
that eagerly awaits my time at its helm.
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) Although neither car
suffers from cramped
rear quarters, the Lexus
provides noticeably more
rear knee room. Opposite
page: The control buttons
accompanying the touch-
screen provide quick
access to menu items,
without having to navi-
gate through screen after
screen. Steering wheel
paddles are discreet and
almost go unnoticed.
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Stepping out of the Lexus and into the
BMW, I sense an immediate and clear dif-
ference between their schools of thought,
even before the ignition is keyed. Where
the Lexus’ lines swoop and carve designs
into the dash and door-panel profiles with
sharp color contrast, the BMW responds
with relatively straight and modest edg-
es and a more organic color palette. For
some, the BMW’s interior styling could
come off as boring. But for those who
prefer subtlety over flair, there’s comfort
in German simplicity, especially since
you’ll have to conserve every ounce of
sense you've got left for what this car is
capable of showing you dynamically.

Up to this point, 1 was quite certain
we had a fair match on our hands. The
LS easily ranks among the sportiest Lex-
uses I've ever driven, and I'm confident it
could give a fair number of canyon brats
a run for their egos. Then I swapped over
to the BMW for a shot up a particularly
decent stretch of mountain highway. What
I learned was this: The 750i will take what
you know about large luxury sedans, suck
it up its intakes, shred it with its twin tur-
bos, incinerate it with a precise injection
of petrol and then spit it out at the first
apex you attack. This car has a blatant dis-
respect for the laws of physics. Accelera-
tion from 0 to 60 mph comes up in a mere
4.9 sec. with the quarter mile following at
13.3 sec. at 108 mph, the result of having

ROAD & TRACK

»BMw's iDrive, which controls/monitors
everything from oil level to air conditioning,
is extremely comprehensive, even providing
a searchable electronic owner's manual. It's
also much more intuitive than before.



At Falken, we believe a race is not just a race,
it's a test bed. Our rich motorsports history
continues to serve as the proving grounds
for our tires. As a result, products such as
the RT-615K are engineered to meet the
needs of today's enthusiasts. The improved
Azenis RT-615K, utilizes a stickier compound
enabling increased entry and exit speed with
enhanced overall grip, the fusion of versatility
and function.
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2010
BMW
750i
0-60 mphtime 30.0
0~ mile time 30.0
Stalom 30.0
Skidpad 30.0
Braking, 60-0mph 30.0
Braking, 80-0 mph 30.0

Fuel economy, EPA 18.6

SUBJECTIVE

THE Results

Performance points based on propartional scale (normalization).

2010

Lexus
I.Sﬁﬁll_

26.3
283
284
283
29.0
278
20.0
18811

Subjective ratings based an points awarded in each of 12 categories

by editors and scored based on a proportional scale.

Driving excitement 20.0
Engine 20.0
(Gearbox 170
Steering 20.0
Brakes 20.0
Ride 19.0
Handling 20.0
Exterior styling 15.0
Interior styling 15.0
Seats 10.0
[Ergonomics/controls 9.0
Luggage space 9.0
SUBTOTAL 194.0

TOTAL POINTS
(Price independent)

Final Standings

PRICE DEPENDENT

Points based on a proportional scale; points range based
on percentage of top price.

Price as tested
Price-sensitive total points 582.3
Price-sensitive standings l

78

EEXS 57 | 2000

$95,725 $76,014

571.7

2

F: ROADANDTRACK.COM/BMW750i

400 bhp at your disposal and a 450 1b.-ft.
mesa of torque from 1750 to 4500 rpm.
And the defiance doesn’t stop there.

We could say the 750i handles better
than many cars half its size and you’ll
know it’s not just hyperbole. It pulls an
average of 0.89¢g around our skidpad and
weaves through the slalom at a swift 68.2
mph average. Considering that the 750i
weighs in at a portly 4600 Ib. with no one
on board, it takes some clever engineering
to make this big sedan work so well, giv-
en all that weight being thrown around.

BMW, as it turns out, does Sport Pack-
ages too, this one adding $6500 to the
$82,000 base price. This adds 19-in.
V-spoke wheels, and wraps them with
Goodyear’s performance rubber that is a
notch or two stickier than the LS’s Dun-
lops. The front and rear bumper caps are
replaced with more aggressive wind tun-
nel-sculpted pieces and the window trim
is darkened for a stealthy effect. The inte-
rior also gets treated to an Anthracite-col-
ored Alcantara headliner and a nice thick-
rimmed leather M steering wheel, which
we would’ve really liked to have been
wrapped in Alcantara too. All aesthetic
upgrades aside, what the Sport Package
gains you in dynamics is the Active Roll
Stabilization (ARS). This system works to
resist lateral body movement with a coun-
ter force applied by the electronically con-
trolled anti-roll bars that create exception-
ally flat cornering without over-stiffening
the ride. When coupled with the extremely
intelligent Dynamic Driving Control sta-
bility system and its comprehensive array
of response settings (Comfort, Normal,
Sport and Sport +), you end up with a 7

MORE BMW PHOTOS

Series that is nearly unflappable. You can
intentionally be irresponsible with your
inputs (not that you ever would be), or be
overconfident with corner-entry speeds
and the 750i simply collects itself and
continues on with little drama.

In everyday, normal driving, we fa-
vored the Lexus over the BMW by a
thin margin mainly due to a slightly qui-
eter cabin, lighter-effort steering and a
trace more suspension compliance. The
8-speed transmission helps the LS have
a small fuel economy advantage (16/24
versus 15/22, city/highway, respectively),
which averaged out to about 1 mpg better
overall during our drive.

As far as dynamics go, however, we
will let the numbers speak for them-
selves. The supreme communication be-
tween the BMW and its driver—be it in
the car’s superb steering or its innate abil-
ity to do what it’s asked—is what sets the
750i apart from the rest of luxury sedan
crowd and makes this big Bimmer one
truly ultimate machine to drive.

HEAR EDITOR OPINIONS
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SPECIFICATI

1 750i

BMW of North America, PO. Box 1227, Westwood, N.J. 07675-1227;

www.bmwusa.com

SCALE: 10 IN. (254MM) DIVISIONS « DRAWINGS BY TIM BARKER

BMW
750i LS 460 Sport
List price $82,000
Price as tested $95,725
Price as tested incl std equip.
(dual frnt, side & side curtn
arbgs, yaw/trac cntrl, adpt.
xenon hdlts, nav w/ traffic,
Bluetooth), M Sprt Pkg (19-in.
whis, ARS, M str whi, Aero
kit, etc.) $6500, Prem. Snd
Pkg (iPod/USB, 6-dsc DVD)
$2000, Conv. Pkg (pwr trnk,
keyless entry, sft close doors)
$1700, HUD ($1300), Sat.
radio ($350), gas-guzzler tax
($1000), dest charge ($875).
Curb weight 4600 Ib
Test weight 47751b
Weight dist (w/
driver), fir, % 52/48
Wheelbase 120.9in,
Track, tir 63.4in./65.0in.
Length 199.7in.
Width 74.9in.
Height 58.21in.
l__________________ENGINE |
Type twin-turbo dohc 4-valve/cyl V-8
Displacement 4395 cc
Bore x stroke 89.0x88.3mm
Compression ratio 10.0:1
Horsepower (SAE) 400 bhp @ 5500-6400 rpm
Torque 450 Ib-ft @ 1750-4500 rpm
Redline/limiter 6800/6800 rpm
Fuelinjection direct
Rec fuel premium
Layout front engine/rear drive
Body/frame alum./steel
Brakes, front 14.7-in. vented discs/1-piston
sliding calipers
rear 14.B-in. vented discs/1-piston
sliding calipers; vac assist, ABS
Wheels castalloy; 19x 8Y21,19x9r
Tires Coodyear Excellence Run On
Flat; 245/45ZR-19 98Y f,
275/40ZR-19101Y r
Steering rack & pinion, vari power assist
Steering ratio 16.3:1

Turnslocktolock 3.2

Suspension, fir

ACCOMMODATIONS

Seating capacity
Head room, f/r
Front-seat leg room

upper & lower A-arms, coil
springs, elect. adj tube shocks,
elect. adj anti-roll bar/multilink,
coil springs, elect. adj tube
shocks, elect. adj anti-roll bar

5
39.0in./36.5in.
45.8in.

Rear-seatkneeroom  24.8in.

Trunk space

177 cuft

Lexus

$64,680

576,014

Price as tested incl std equip.
(dual frnt, side & side curtn
arbgs, yaw/trac entrl, adpt.
xenon hdlts), Sprt Pkg (Brembo
brakes, 19-in. whis, sprt susp,
sprt ext trim, sprt seats, sprt
steering whi, etc.) $6185,
Luxury Pkg (nav, XM, 19-spkr
DVD audio/video) $2080,
Cmft Pkg (htd/cool seats, rear
shade, rear htd seats, pwr door
close/trunk]$2035, misc items
($159), dest charge ($875).

4545 b
47201b

52/48

116.9in.
63.2in./63.2in.
199.2 in.
73.8in.

58.1in.

dohc 4-valve/cyl V-8

4608 cc

94.0x83.0mm

1n.8:1

380 bhp @ 6400 rpm

367 Ib-ft @ 4100 rpm
6600/6700 rpm

direct & elect. sequential port
premium

front engine/rear drive

unit steel

14.8-in. vented discs/6-piston
fixed calipers

13.)-in. vented discs/2-piston
fixed calipers; vac assist, ABS
forged alloy; 19x 8

Dunlop 5P Sport Maxx 107;
245/45ZR-19 98Y

rack & pinion, elect. power assist
1331

28

multilink, elect. adj air springs,
elect. adj tube shocks, anti-roll
bar/multilink, elect. adj air
springs, elect. adj tube shocks,
anti-roll bar

5
38.0in./36.0in.
44.0in.

28.0in.
1B8.0cuft

E;TRUGEH The Official Fuel Partner

erichedyicl

of Road & Track

PERFORMANCE

) Lexus

L5460 Sport

Lexus, a division of Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A. 19001 5. Western Ave., Torrance, Calif.
90501; www.lexus.com

© HACHETTE FILIPACCHI MEDIA U.5., INC./ROAD & TRACK

BMW Lexus

750i LS 460 Sport

Time to distance, seconds

0-1320Rt(Yemile) 13.3@108.0 mph 141 @102.3 mph
o Time to speed BMW Lexus
12 0-120 mph 16.3 19.4
n 0-110 mph 13.8 16.2
- 0-100 mph n.3 13.5
0-90 mph 9.4 1.0
0-80 mph 78 9.1
0-70 mph 6.4 73
@ 0-60.mph 4.9 5.6
0-50 mph 39 43
0-40 mph 2.8 3.0
0-30 mph 1.8 21
0-20 mph 11 1.3
T 0-10 mph 0.4 0.5
0 =0 =l mile
2 0SEC 5 10 15 20
BRAKING
Minimum stopping distance
From 60 mph N9 ft 123t
From B0 mph 210t 2271t
Total sweptarea 732 sqin. 636 sqin.
Swept area per ton 318sqin. 280sqin.
Lateral accel * 0.89g 0.84g
Balance mild understeer mild understeer
Slalom speed** 68.2 mph 64.5mph
Balance mild understeer mild understeer

*200-#t skidpad; ** 700-#t slalom, 100-ft spacing.

DRIVETRAIN

Transmission B-speed automatic B-speed automatic

Gear/Ratio/Overall/(Rpm) Mph
1st,:1 4.07N4.44/(6800) 37 4.60/13.50/(6700) 40
2nd,:1 2.34/8.10/(6800) 66 2.72/8.00/(6700) 67
3rd,:1 1.52/5.27/(6800) 102 1.86/5.47/(6700) 99
4th:1 114/3.96/(6800) 136 1.46/4.30/(6700)126
Sth,:1 0.87/3.00/est{5900) 155* 1.23/3.62/est(S850) 130*
Gith,:1 0.69/2.39/est(4700) 155* 1.00/2.94/est(4750) 130*
Tth,:1 na 0.82/2.42/est(3900) 130*
Bth,:1 na 0.69/2.01/est(3250) 130*

Final drive ratio 3.46:] 2.94:

Engine rpm @ 60mph 1800 rpm 1500 rpm

intop gear

*Electronically limited.

FUEL ECONOMY

Our driving 14.9 mpg 15.8 mpg
EPA city/highway 15/22 mpg 16/24 mpg
Cruise range 310 miles 335 miles
Fuel capacity 21.7 gal. 22.2 gal.
Idle inneutral S51dBA 46 dBA
Maximum, Ist gear 76 dBA 83dBA
Constant50mph 69 dBA 73dBA
Constant70mph 73 dBA 77 dBA

TEST CONDITIONS

Temperature 62°F  Elevation 350ft Location Irvine, California
Humidity 53%  Wind calm




2011 CADILLAC

CT5-V

COUPE

Why should sedans have all the CTS-V fun?

BY ANDREW BORNHOP »» PHOTOS BY JEFF ALLEN

WHEN YOU LOOK AT THE LARGE V-SHAPED
third brake light of the new CTS-V
Coupe from just the right angle, a very
cool car comes to mind—the 1959 Cad-
illac Eldorado, whose gigantic tailfins
recall a time when cars were design state-
ments, not just mere transportation.

The same can be said of the 2011
CTS-V Coupe; it’s a head-turner with a
healthy dose of Cadillac’s sharp-edged
“Art & Science” style. But it’s a more
well-rounded machine, built upon a well-
balanced rear-drive chassis that relishes
weekend canyon runs, aided by Magnetic
Ride Control suspension, sticky Michelin
Pilot Sport 2 summer tires, big Brembo
brakes and its 556-bhp V-8.

Yes, you read that right. The new V—in
Coupe, Sedan or Sport Wagon forms—is
the most powerful production car lineup
in Cadillac’s 108-year history, powered
by a supercharged pushrod aluminum-
block V-8 that puts out 556 bhp at 6100
rpm and 551 Ib.-fi. of torque at 3800 rpm.
Mated to a Hydra-Matic 6-speed automat-
ic transmission, the LSA V-8 propels the
CTS-V Coupe to 60 mph in 4.1 seconds
and to the quarter mile in 12.3 at 116.6
mph. That’s fast, as quick as a Corvette
Grand Sport to 60 and even a tenth quick-
er in the quarter mile. In both tests it’s a
match for the CTS-V sedan we tested in
August 2009, which was fitted with a
Tremec 6-speed manual transmission and
had a slightly higher trap speed of 118.8
mph in the quarter. Skidpad and slalom
tests were also remarkably similar, with
the Coupe circling the skidpad at 0.89g
and winding through our slalom at 70.3
mph, two-tenths faster than the CTS-V se-
dan. That’s a great figure for such a heavy
car (4240 1b.), and it shows just how effec-
tive Magnetic Ride Control suspension is
in dealing with transient dynamics.

Although the performance of these Vs
is nearly identical—and both cars have
the same 113.4-in. wheelbase—these
Lansing, Michigan-built hot rods are
quite different. The Coupe, for example,
has 2 in. less rear overhang, and a 2 in.
lower height teams with a 2 degree faster
windshield to create a swoopy, fastback
roofline that’s almost horizontal. Whereas
the sedan is a reasonably spacious 5-seat-
er, the Coupe is a 2+2 with fairly tight

80 | ROAD & TRACK www.roadandtrack.com



(=}
(=]
™~
(=4
w
[:+]
(=}
=
w
(=]




82

The supercharged
V-8 makes short work
of the straights be-
tween turns, and you
can either shift for
yourself via buttons
on the back of the
wheel (actual paddles
would be much bet-
ter) or let the box shift
by itself whenever
it wants. Grip from
the Michelin PS2s
(255/40ZR-19 front,

») With its wide stance, big power and aggressive Michelin Pilot
Sport 2 tires, the new CTS-V Coupe needs supportive seats; un-
fortunately, not many of us find the optional Recaros comfortable.
The leather-covered steering wheel, however, has a good feel.

rear seating—anybody over 5 ft. 9 in.
will have their head touch the rear glass,
which frankly looks to us like it should
be a hatch. And even though the Coupe’s
trunk is a bit small, folding the rear seat-
backs forward allows this potent new Ca-
dillac to swallow a couple of golf bags
with ease.

And that helps to explain the CTS-V
Coupe. It’s a personal indulgence, a car
for somebody who can’t quite make the
jump to a 2-seater such as a Corvette. It’s
a stylish ride, for sure, with distinctive
fascias, a bulging hood, unique 19-in.
alloy wheels and a polished dual-outlet
center exhaust. But it also brings to the
equation a good deal of interior sophis-
tication to complement the tire-spinning
power and overall handling manners that
are far better than expected of a car that
weighs more than two tons.

The CTS-V Coupe is not as lively nor
as agile as a BMW M3, but it neverthe-
less works well, completely at home on
the fast and wide open roads that wind
their way through the canyons of Utah.

ROAD & TRACK

285/35ZR-19 rear) is
excellent, and the ac-
' tive magneto-rheolog-
ical suspension damp-
ing works wonders,
creating a comfortable
ride on the highway
while also automatical-
ly delivering a beauti-
fully damped sport
setup in the twisties.
Body roll is always
kept well in check, and
the steering effort firms
up nicely when Sport
mode is selected. And
all the while, the brake
pedal stays pleasantly
firm, what you'd ex-
pect from a Brembo
setup with huge rotors
and 6-piston front and
4-piston rear calipers.

If there’s a fly in the
CTS-V Coupe oint-
ment, it’s the automatic gearbox. It works
well in pure automatic mode, but the re-
sponse to the shift buttons on the back of
the wheel is not instantaneous, as is the
case with so many good dual-clutch trans-
missions. And sometimes, although the
gearbox does work better the harder you
drive the car, the auto-blip downshifts feel
as if they accelerate the car momentarily a
bit during hard deceleration. The solution?
Order the manual if you can. It may have
longish throws, but it puts you in better
charge of all that prodigious power.

Other gripes? A few. The Recaro sport
seats with inflatable bolsters may be sup-
portive, but few on our staff found this
expensive $3400 option very comfort-
able, most of us bothered by the forward-
canting headrests that dug into our upper
backs. Moreover, the rearward view is not
the best, given the V Coupe’s thin-slit rear
glass and thick C-pillars. And tall driv-
ers such as myself, who have plenty of
head room, will wish the leather-wrapped
3-spoke steering wheel telescoped out a
bit more. As it is now, with the driver’s

: ROADANDTRACK.COM/CTSV

MORE PHOTOS

seat all the way back, the steering wheel
is only reachable with straight arms, not
exactly an ideal recipe for comfort on the
open road.

Nevertheless, the interior of the CTS-V
Coupe is a great place to be, well crafted
and fitted with a beautifully stitched dash-
board, dark wood and handsome piano-
black lacquer trim, not to mention sev-
eral subtle V emblems and great analog
gauges that include a 200-mph speed-
ometer and a tachometer with lights that
illuminate near the engine’s redline. The
cruise control is intuitive to operate, and
the car, with a 3.23:1 rear gearset, loafs
down the highway. Drop down a gear or
two, however, and the V-8 propels the V
Coupe into triple digits with nary a sweat,
nor any discernible whine from the 4-lobe
Roots-type blower. Could it be that this
engine is really that quiet? No, because it
makes a great rumble, heard from outside
the car. More likely, it’s excellent sound
insulation that helps the V Coupe mask
its speed on the highway (80 mph feels
like about 50) and helps showcase its fan-
tastic sound system that includes a 40-gig
hard drive to store your favorite tunes, all
of which will show up clearly on the large
pop-up screen that handles navigation and
various other infotainment duties.

At a base price of $62,990 and an as-
tested total of $71,410 (that price includes
the Recaro seats and a gas-guzzler tax of
$1300), the Cadillac CTS-V Coupe repre-
sents a lot of bang for the buck, faster than
the vast majority of other cars it will see
in its daily rounds. Although the CTS-V
Coupe is not a huge dynamic improve-
ment over the CTS-V sedan, it’s certain to
appeal to folks looking for sophisticated
American muscle, the type who might,
say, show up at a Barrett-Jackson auction
and drop $100 grand on a clean SS 396
Chevelle. And you know what? They'd be
totally satisfied in knowing they drive a
new Cadillac that’s a knockout in the style
department, elegant and quite unlike an
other car on the road today. é

2011 Cadillac CTS-V Coupe

List price $62,990

Price as tested $71,410

Curb weight 42401b

Engine, transmission 6.2-liter V-8s, 6-sp automatic
Horsepower, bhp @ rpm 556 @ 6100
Torque, Ib-ft @ rpm 551 (@ 3800

0-60 mph 4.1 sec

0-100 mph 9.3 sec

0-1320ft (Ve mile) 12.3 sec (@ 116.6 mph
Top speed 175 mph*

Braking, 60-0 mph N7t

Braking, 80-0 mph 205ft

Lateral accel (200-ftskidpad) 0.89g

Speed thru 700-ft slalom 70.3 mph

Our mileage, EPA city/highway 18.6,12/18 mpg

* Electronically limited.

BUY A PRINT




Your best defense against radar

Situation Awareness.

Fighter pilots just say “SA.” When you peel off the
military jargon, SA turns out to be man’s oldest sur

vival technique: know what's going on around you.

For combat pilots, SA is a two-step process. First:
know all the threats — where they are and how
many. Second: identify each one, friend
or foe? A jet warrior will never be
surprised by a bogey
closing on his six if

Situation Awareness:

U
- V7 says C radars -

SA on the Road

The Valentine One Radar Locator is
born of my personal passion for
SA. | want to know the threats,
both radar and laser. All of
them. As far away

as possible.

e

When Valentine One finds radar or laser, a red
arrow points toward the source. Ahead? Behind?
Off to the side? V1 tells you instantly. Other
detectors? They all go “beep” and leave you
guessing, just like they did in the Seventies.
Situation Ignorance, in other words.

Arrows and the Bogey Counter

V1’s advanced computer analysis tracks each
signal separately. And the arrows point toward
each one. A digital display called the Bogey
Counter tells "how many.” V1 won't keep you
ignorant. Example: you see one radar, but there's
another ahead. V1 tells you about each one.

The beepers just go “beep.”

(choose onel: (14 Situation Awareness?

[J Situation Ignorance?

The Shrug Factor

\When a beeper gives two beeps and then

goes quiet, most drivers shrug; “It's probably

nothing,” they say. Wrong! Two beeps is exactly
the warning when instant-on ambushes somehody
ahead. You could be next. Every beep may not be
radar, but it's a threat until you know otherwise.

V1 has antennas facing both forward and behind,
for radar and for laser. It scans all around your
car. This patented SA system reports to you
through locating arrows and the Bogey
Counter. With V1, you won't shrug.

Situation Ignorance:

ahead. Other detectors
always say “BEEP!”
A" ;
o

Mike Valontine. Eloctronics
Engineer and Co-lnventor of
the original Escort” detector.

What others say
about V1

“The Valentine One radar detector
provides the best, most
comprehensive, most useful,

and least annoying alerts.”

PC Magazine

“It's the iPod of the Radar Detectors.”

us.gizmodo.com

“Best detection range in our tests.”
Wired

Situation Awareness:
V1 says ' radars, : ahead and behind.

Situation Ignorance

Our patents prevent our competitors from
matching V1's SA. So they try to distract you with
technology. “Intelligence” is the latest claim for a
GPS scheme aimed at reducing your Shrug Factor
by reducing beeps. But GPS doesn't find new
threats, just false alarms you already know about.

| guarantee V1 to be free of bells, whistles, and
distracting gizmos. It's an instrument of Situation
Awareness, pure and simple.

“Awesome...the patented

arrows are a huge advantage.”

Escortis a registored trademark of Escort, Inc

One’

RADAR LOCATOR

Xalentine

Valentine Research, Inc. Phone 513-984-8900
Department No. XADQ Fax 513-984-8976

10280 Alliance Road -
Cincinnati, Ohio 45242 I ViIsSA E

02010 VRI

— MPH

[] Valentine One Radar [ | Concealed Display

Locator with Laser
Detection - $399

[] Carrying Case - $29

“This is the only unit that can track
radar and laser in 360 degrees,

and it can detect multiple threats,
helping drivers to better identify
false signals.”

Popular Science

Please call toll-free 1-800-331-3030
or visit www.valentinel.com

Module - $39

For covert operation: remates all
visual warnings to a location of
your choosing [1"' x2°x 1.57)

“The controls and Interface are
a marvel of logical design.”
Wired

“The only radar detector that works

at all is the Valentine One. It shows

if the signal is forward, rear, or side,

as well as the number of signals.”
Best Life, quoting Alex Roy,

four-time trophy winner
of the Gumball Rally

B Plus Shipping

W Ohio residents
add sales tax

m 30-Day Money-
Back Guarantee

“...it's worth every penny.” —wired



This 1sn’t the first Final Edition,

it’s actually the second. And probably not the last. But the small
Conner Avenue plant is now closed. The dedicated crafts-
men who assembled engines and cars by hand have
disbanded. There was no other plant like it in

the U.S.A. Walk with us down the line and see

how this American supercar was built. In an
age of computers and robots, the mean-

est of American muscle still went
together utilizing time-honored

methods. .. methods that may

be used again, should the

Viper be reborn.

od e Viper?

84  RoaD & TRACK



© Anthony Thomas, aka Smooth, op- \'\
erates the lift that lowers a completed

engine and transmission assembly into

the frame. Orange engine stands were

© As the chassis roll down the line, the
all-aluminum V-10 engines are being as-
sembled only a few paces away. Mike
Sroczynski demonstrates proper torque

~procedure here, and although the factory

has pneumatic tools, all bolts are started
by hand first. That orange rubber mallet is
used in an unconventional way to install
the giant pistons of the 8.4-liter engine.

\A custom-made ARP ring compressor is

used to align the piston, while the bottom
of the-qrange mallet slaps it down, the
operator ldmgj the mallet by its head.

designed for cast-iron engines, and are
engineering overkill for this lightweight
variation, even if it did start life as a
truck engine. There are 24 stations in the
engine assembly process, capable of pro-
ducing 40 engines a day. With the closing
of the plant, roughly 100 extra engines
have been built, approximately half of
which are for Ilmor Marine.

© Vipers began production at the New
Mack Assembly Plant in May of 1992,
but moved here in October 1995. The
only other car to be produced at Con-
ner was the Plymouth Prowler, briefly.

O It all starts with tubular steel space
frames delivered welded and painted, but
not quite finished. The welding process
doesn’t allow for exacting uniformity
and squareness. So before these bare
chassis are moved onto the assembly line
they go through “Net Form & Pierce.”

A big hydraulic jig grabs all the impor-
tant points of the chassis and then push-
es or pulls until they’re where they’re
supposed to be. Holes are then placed

at exact locations, so that when the body
is placed on the car, it all lines up.
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GOING THE

© This Viper happens to be of the sec-
ond batch of Viper ACR-X race cars.
The American Racing headers are a tight
fit, but Matt Bejnarowicz (above), the
Vehicle Dynamics Engineer who helped
develop the Viper ACR, installed all 50
himself. He wedges his arms between
the carbon-composite inner fender well
and space-hogging V-10. Along the line
there are 30 assembly bays. The line
moves every 46 minutes and 17 seconds,
unless somebody hits the stop button.
The assembly line is actually split into
two halves, the first of which produces a
running car, minus the bodywork. These
rolling 2800-1b. Viper skeletons go into
the “bank,” which holds a couple days’
worth of production. This buffer allows
one half of the line to keep going, even
when there are delays on parts.

The Viper lives on in the Viper
Cup. Like the Ferrari Challenge
series, it's a one-make non-
professional series. A total of

DISTANCE IN A

Viper spec racing series
keeps the brand going

86 ROAD & TRACK

50 Viper ACR-X race-only cars
have come off the assembly
line. If you want to own one of
these 640-bhp track monsters,
you better hurry as the first 25

© KW supplies pre-set adjustable damp-
ers that literally bolt in and need no
adjustment (above). However, the Viper
is unique in that its suspension and align-
ment settings are done through their full
travel. I know race teams who wish they
had a machine like this to set up their
chassis between races. Incidentally, the
ACR-X suspension is so stiff that a tem-
pory rear shock-tower brace is used to

were sold before the first race
even ran. | was lucky enough
to be given the opportunity to
drive in the inaugural race at

Virginia International Raceway.
A track I'd never raced on, in

a rip-snorting car...how smart
am |? My overwhelming glee at
the offer turned to terror on my

reduce chassis flex during the alignment
test. This becomes a non-issue when the
rollcage is installed. © The Viper tattoo
(left) belongs to Thomas H. Ballard.

How dedicated are you to your job?

© As a final check, the chassis are driven
with a temporary seat onto a set of rollers
that let the car operate without moving
(above). Onboard systems are verified to
be working in this way. The car shown
here is actually an ACR-X, as evidenced
by its aluminum fuel tank. @ The Viper

first practice lap.

| was not prepared for the
adhesion of the Michelin race
slicks to Virginian pavement.
The car is 170-mph fast down
the back straight and under
braking the driver actually uses
the anti-submarine straps of
the 6-point belts.




then goes to sit in the bank, waiting for
its turn to go down the second half of the
line that fits the body panels (below). The
body panels are set by hand. Alignment
blocks are used to set body gaps, and the
final stop of the car has it undergo a scru-
pulous inspection, before it gets a wash
to verify all the seals are in place.

© Cars then get driven to a neighboring
warehouse (right) to await transport. Final
stripes, wings and splitters are affixed

at supplier Prefix before being delivered
to dealers. These are the last cars off the
line, save for the 50 Final Edition and

50 ACR-X models.

SCAN?* THIS STEERING WHEEL IMAGE
WITH YOUR SMARTPHONE TO

SEEINSTANT
LAST VIPER VIDEO!

OR TEXT “LASTVIPER" TO 44636

 J

*Let the FREE app for your phone at http://gettag.mobi (see page 16 for full details).

ROADANDTRACK.COM/LASTVIPER VIDEO MORE PHOTOS BUY A PRINT

After exiting the Oak Tree turn
that leads to the back straight
I'd row through the gears from
2nd to 4th. After building
some sobering velocity, there
is a colossal braking point that
requires slowing from 170 to
50. Entering the zone I'd grit
my teeth, prime the brake with

the left foot, keep my eyes up
and looking through to the next
corner, wait for internal panic to
build, find the 3 marker, pause
a split second longer than | did
the last lap, then slam the brake
pedal while making a prayer to
the gods of Brembo and Mi-
chelin. Then do it 15 times for

a 30-minute race.

I'd like to say | won, but with
drivers like Ben Keating, Jeff
Courtney and Ryan Schimsk, |
was happy to qualify as well as
| did. Unfortunately | went off
in the Saturday race for a DNF,
but Sunday | redeemed myself
and made peace with the Viper

by finishing 4th, even dicing
with veteran Viper driver Corey
Vetzsuk on the last lap—he
passed me into Turn 1and | got
him back with the old over-under.
It is my fondest hope that
we're watching this series next
year as Dodge introduces the
next-generation Viper.—SB

» Making 640 horsepower and weighing less than a

regular Viper, the ACR-X is unbelievably fast. Quicker
even than the doubly expensive Viper Competition Coupe.

- For those who think real race cars should have a clutch
pedal and an H-pattern manual, without any electronic
aids, this is that car, and this is the series to watch.
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FINAL

The Viper is nearly a brand unto
itself, even sporting its own “Fang”
badge. In fact, there’s only one
Dodge badge on the whole Viper
body, on the rear bumper. And in
the case of the last 50 production
Vipers to be built (25 ACR-X race
cars were actually intermixed), a
Final Edition badge was added. Un-
usually, the new Dodge logo of two
red diagonal stripes accompanies it,
signifying that this is both a Dodge
and that it's the second generation
of Final Edition Vipers. There were
360 FE Vipers built in 2002.

For 2010, there were 480 Vipers
built before the final car drove off
the line July 1. Spurring sales over
2009 was a variety of special edi-
tions including the Ralph Gilles-
designed VooDoo, 1:33 Edition
Viper ACR, and dealer specials
like the convertible ACR built for
Woodhouse Dodge, the same dealer
that campaigns the Viper Competi-
tion Coupe in World Challenge. Of
the last 50 FE cars built, there are
20 coupes, 18 convertibles and 12
ACRs. The very last car off the line,
however, is a unique model
built for D’Ann Raugh, a
woman who already owns
more than 40 Vipers.

This second iteration of the
Final Edition rides on special
anthracite wheels and is paint-
ed in graphite with a black roof
and center stripe outlined in red.
Its simple, driver-focused interior
remains intact, but previously dull
plastic panels are now in a polished
piano black. Stainless steel screws
hold the panels in place...no fake
bolt heads here. Red stitching is

) Those are real screws holding the piano
black center stack and shift lever bezel in
place. As always, this Viper has no cuphold-
ers. Unigue twin-stripe Dodge logo (left and
below) tells us it's the second version of the
Final Edition Viper. The hood stripe that
turns into fangs is a nice touch.

used on the seats, steering wheel
and shift boot. A plague by the shift
lever identifies this car belonging to
Terry Bosserman as No. 2.

While the future of the Dodge
Viper is tentatively optimistic, there
is one thing for certain. There will
never be another production car this
raw and unhinged again. It rivaled
the best of Europe and Japan in
a classically American way—with
overwhelming force. May it soon
live again!—SB
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Time travel at the speed of a 1935 Speedster?

The 1930s brought unprecedented inno-
vation in machine-age technology and
materials. Industrial designers from the
auto industry translated the principles
of aerodynamics and streamlining into
everyday objects like radios and toasters.
It was also a decade when an unequaled
variety of watch cases and movements
came into being. In lieu of hands to tell
time, one such complication, called a
jumping mechanism, utilized numerals
on a disc viewed through a window.
With its striking resemblance to the
dashboard gauges and radio dials of the
decade, the jump hour watch was
indeed “in tune” with the times!

The Stauer 1930s Dashtronic deftly
blends the modern functionality of a 21-
jewel automatic movement and 3-ATM
water resistance with the distinctive,
retro look of a jumping display (not an

True to Machine Art esthetics, the sleek
brushed stainless steel case
back, allowing a peek at the inner workings.

clear on the

actual jumping complication). The
stainless steel 1 1/2" case is complemented
with a black alligator-embossed leather
band. The band is 9 1/2" long and will fit
a 7-8 1/2" wrist.

Try the Stauer 1930s Dashtronic Watch
for 30 days and if you are not receiving
compliments, please return the watch

for a full refund of the purchase price. If
you have an appreciation for classic
design with precision accuracy, the
1930s Dashtronic Watch is built for you.
This watch is a limited edition, so please
act quickly. Our last two limited edition
watches are totally sold out!

Not Available in Stores
Stauer 1930s Dashtronic Watch $99 +S&H or
3 easy credit card payments of $33 +S&H

Call now to take advantage of this limited offer.

1-800-859-1602
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OF GOLD,

ELECTRICS

BY LUCAS

Well I've been to AlaBama with a flashlight on my knee

BY PETER EGAN

PHOTOS BY MARC URBANO AND THE AUTHOR

JUST WHEN BARB AND | WERE PONDERING
what road trip that might make a worth-
while maiden voyage for our newly re-
stored 1964 Lotus Elan, the phone rang.

The voice of Editor-in-Chief Matt De-
Lorenzo said, “Why don’t you drive that
thing down to Birmingham, Alabama, and
go to Barber Motorsports Park. Bobby
Rahal is starting a new vintage road rac-
ing series called The Legends of Mo-
torsports, and Mario Andretti’s going to
be there as guest of honor. Lotus is the
featured marque.”

Perfect destination, by my standards.
Lovely racetrack, the world’s greatest mo-
torcycle museum and sympathetic people
with spare parts at the other end. The
only downside was that 300 miles of Illi-
nois stood between our house in Wiscon-
sin and the winding roads of the South.
That’s a long way in a car that was built
for a sporting run to a pub in the Cots-
wolds, or a midnight dash across Chelsea
with Julie Christie.

When I was 16 and she was 23.

I got out my roadmap of The Eastern
U.S., placed a yardstick between our home
in Wisconsin and Birmingham and drew
a straight line. Then I spent an evening
with a neon yellow highlighter, tracing the
2-lane roads that wrapped around that line
like the tendrils in a Celtic manuscript.
Looked like about 900 miles, each way.

The night before we left on our trip, my
friend Rob Himmelmann called and said,
“Just remember, | have a brand-new Ford
F150 pickup and a good car trailer, so if
you break down anywhere along the route,
just call me and I'll come and get you.”

That’s a call you don’t normally get if
you're leaving on a vacation in the family
minivan, but this was different. The Elan
is a car with a heart of gold—wonderful
drivetrain and brilliant suspension—sur-
rounded by a fiberglass body full of Lu-
cas electrical parts.

Anything could happen. And usually
does.

Still, when you’ve worked on an Elan
for three years, you've got to go some-
where. Like a bird leaving the nest, you
don’t know whether or not you can fly
until you make that leap into space and
plummet to your death.

So off we went, early on a sunny
Wednesday morning in summer, dande-
lions in full bloom and the Midwestern
hills greener than green. The Lotus-Ford
Twin-Cam sounded crisp and sharp,
breathing through its twin 40 DCOE We-
bers. Our densely packed trunk was pro-
viding plenty of road-hugging weight.
Barb had brought her “cosmetic case,”
containing a 55-gallon drum of créeme

rinse, and I had a toolbox filled with ev-
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erything but an engine hoist.

We took County Highway T straight
south out of Wisconsin and effortlessly
cruised into Illinois. “We’re in another
state!” Barb said, as though a miracle
had occurred. Coming into the little town
of Durand, I noticed our brakes were
squealing—and so did the pedestrians
who froze in their tracks. Brake squeal
had been an ongoing problem during my
shakedown runs, but an application of
Never-Seize on the backs of the pads had
cured it. Now it was back.

“Have to do something about that tomor-
row morning at our motel,” I told Barb.

We snaked along the Rock River on
Highway 2 in a tunnel of green trees and
then dropped down to Highway 26 along
the Illinois River. Winding roads, light
traffic, beautiful day. The Lotus was in
its zone, humming along at 55-65 mph
with typically great throttle response. The
1553-cc Twin-Cam is an exceptionally
flexible engine, and it pulls seamlessly
from very low rpm to redline. If you
know what redline is. My Smiths tach had
gone haywire just before the trip.

Barb said, “How can you stand that
crazy tach needle jumping around all
the time?”

“I take tranquilizers,” 1 said, “and focus
on the hills in the distance.”

In Princeton, I'd finally had it with
brake squeal, so I stopped at an auto parts
store and bought a miracle chemical you
spray right on your brake rotors. After
that, the brakes were dead quiet for nearly
5 minutes.

Just south of Peoria, we remembered
that our Colorado friend, Mike Mosiman,
was visiting his brother Bob in nearby
Pekin, so we called his cell. Mike and
Bob were coming straight at us down
Highway 29, so we collided for lunch at
a little main street café in Mason City. |
did our first fuel fill-up of the trip, and
found the Lotus was averaging 25.0 mpg.
Exactly the same as the old R&T road
test, though our Elan had a mild bump
in horsepower over the 105-bhp origi-
nal. Barry Sale of PHP Racengines had
decked the block slightly and upgraded to
the later Sprint and SE cams, bringing it

ROAD & TRACK

up to 125 bhp on his dyno. Lovely engine.

At our next gas stop, a cheerful young
kid came up to us with his dad and said,
“Is that an MG?”

“No,” I said, “It’s a Lotus.”

“An MG Lotus?”

“Nope, just a Lotus. Different company.”

“Cool!”

I'd discovered, during the restoration,
that very few people—outside of hard-
core sports car buffs—are familiar with
the name. Even guys in auto parts stores
have never heard of a Lotus. I'd thought
the Indy and other circle-track victories
would have made the name famous, but [
guess that was a long time ago.

By early evening we thrummed into
Indiana and cruised up the Ohio River to
Evansville. In the gathering darkness, I
pulled the headlight knob—which rotated
the vacuum-operated headlight buckets
into the up position—then flicked the
toggle switch to turn the lights on. They
worked! Many late nights were invested
in this moment of triumph. We pulled off
at a motel with a Texas Roadhouse restau-
rant right next door. I found myself hum-
ming Chuck Berry’s “anything you want,
we got it right here in the U.S.A.”

Even a tree for shade the next morning
as 1 jacked up the Lotus in the parking
lot, removed the rear wheels and brake
pads and applied stick-on anti-squeal
shims to the backs of the pads. These
helped a bit—I think. It started to rain as
we hit the road, so tire hiss and thunder
may have been masking the noise.

The rest of the day is still a blur of
beautiful winding roads through rural
Kentucky and Tennessee, viewed through
slapping wipers and the heaviest rains I'd
seen in years. We cruised briefly down the
Natchez Trace Parkway, then turned south
toward Alabama. The Lotus was fun and
easy to drive on the wet, shining roads,
grippy and compliant, without weight

transfer. Barb drove for much of the after-
noon and said, “This is a wonderful car.”

By late afternoon the storm grew
worse. On Highway 166, the left wiper
arm suddenly flew off into space. As I
blindly pulled over, a pickup truck al-
most rear-ended us. Barb and I walked
up and down the road, searching for the
irreplaceable Lotus wiper arm, and had
almost given up when I spotted it in a
farmyard. 1 put it back on and we got
back into the car, soaked to the bone.

I started the car, turned on the lights,
wipers and defroster fan, and a big cloud
of acrid black smoke belched out from
under the dash. The fan and wipers quit.
The lights still worked, but one headlight
bucket suddenly dropped to half-mast.

A quick examination told me the fi-
berglass bobbin had snapped off at the
pivot point.

Then I took a small flashlight from
our glovebox and knelt in the wet gravel
beside the car, peering up under the dash
at the new wiring harness I’d installed.
Several wires from the light switch and
heater motor were fried.

I got back in the car, literally steaming.

“That’s it,” I said to Barb. “I’'m done.
No more old British cars, ever. I'm too
old for this. If we ever get home alive,
I’m selling this thing.”

Barb patted me on the hand and said,
“You just have to think how much more
interesting this is than traveling in a nor-
mal car.”

The rest of the drive was what I now think
of as The Evening of Mixed Epiphanies.

One minute I'd think, I’'m free at last,
finally done with British cars; I can see a
whole new life ahead of me. And the next
minute, I'd swing through a big sweeping
S-bend, feel that almost miraculous Lotus
roadholding, and say to myself: This is
the best sports car anybody ever made. |
must fix this thing and keep it forever.



» Yes, that is Mario Andretti. And yes, that's the Lotus 79-Ford (next to him) that took

Mario to the 1978 Formula 1 World Championship. At far left, that's Egan’s newly restored
Elan at home, wiper blades intact and fully poised to begin its long trip south to Barber in
Alabama, where Egan got to lap the circuit. The museum, right, is a masterpiece.

As we pulled into Athens, Alabama,
during a spectacular lightning storm, our
remaining headlight went out and the turn
signals quit just as I glided through an in-
tersection and almost hit another car. The
city traffic lights were out! The stores and
streetlights were dark. All the power was
off in town.

“This city has a Lucas voltage regula-
tor,” I explained to Barb.

We crawled in near darkness to a Days
Inn near the Interstate and a cheerfully
resiliant woman at the desk managed to
check us in without her computer, and
also gave us a reduced “power outage”
room rate. As we threw our suitcases in
the room, the power came back on.

In the morning, we awoke to near dark-
ness and hammering rain. No lights, no
wipers. | walked to a nearby gas station to
see if they had any Rain-X for our wind-
shield, and the woman at the counter said,
“We’re out, Hon, but you can have mine.
I've got some in my car. You just keep it.”

We merged onto the Interstate for our
last 100-mile stint into Birmingham, our
dark green car lost in a maelstrom of 70-
mph truck spray. I kept my arm out the
open window, wiping the windshield with
a rag, and occasionally used that same
arm for the ancient and traditional turn
signals from our rural past. The fluttering
rag made these signals special. Somehow
we made it to our hotel.

The next day dawned sunny, calm and
beautiful, like the first day of peace after
a war. Luggage out of the way, we put the
top down and stored it in the trunk, taking
a winding back road to the track.

There we met our old friends Brian and
Dian Slark. Brian is Technical Consultant
at the museum, and he has the enviable
job of searching out new (old) acquisi-
tions for the museum and advising on
their restoration. They gave us a tour of
the museum—a 4-story architectural won-

GO ONLINE FOR MORE: ROADANDTRACK.COM/ELAN

der—and then we went out to watch races.

We parked our Lotus in the club lot
amid a gaggle of Elans, Evoras, Esprits,
Elites, Etc. and then watched an all-Lotus
vintage race on the track. Lots of old
friends and familiar cars in this mix. |
walked along the false grid and told Barb,
“Someday I will own a Lotus 23B.”

On Saturday night, we went to the gala
charity dinner at the museum, where Ma-
rio Andretti was guest speaker, fresh off
the plane from watching Michael’s team
qualify at the Indy 500.

Andretti spoke on many aspects of
his storied career, but what really came
through by the end of the evening was that
Mario got where he is not just on talent,
but because he always loved the sport,
raced seven days a week, whenever pos-
sible, and energetically paid attention to
every last detail that would allow him to
win. His favorite race car? The Lotus 79.

Interestingly, Mario said Colin Chap-
man quietly (and uncharacteristically)
allowed him to do his own corner-weight-
ing and suspension setup, even when it
went counter to Chapman’s own instincts.
Hard to argue with a driver who comes to
Formula 1 and immediately starts win-
ning races and setting lap records. And
then wins the 1978 world championship
for you.

Sunday was another good day at the
track, and I got to talk to Bobby Rahal
over lunch. He noted that the 80-some
race entries had been light for this inau-
gural event, but expected it would build
steam as it became a regular part of the
vintage calendar.

Race entry fees were relatively high,
but Rahal, with his partners Peter Stone-
berg and Zak Brown, are promoting this
as an upscale series with a higher level of
professionalism and driver accommoda-
tion. Reflected, perhaps in the large num-
ber (20) of F1 cars that showed up. The

MORE PHOTOS

half-dozen drivers I talked to all said they
were having a great time and thought it
was a first-rate event, so maybe the word
will spread. The remaining three races
of the series are all at classic road racing
circuits—Watkins Glen, Mont-Tremblant
and Sebring.

On Monday morning, we headed
home. Brian Slark kindly agreed to mail
home a box containing approximately
800 Ib. of our excess baggage (gala din-
ner clothes, créme rinse, etc.) so we
could travel light and put the convertible
top in the trunk. I installed a new fuse in
the Lotus and the lights worked briefly
before another big cloud of black smoke
roiled up from under the dash, so I shut
them off.

Barb said, “Well, let’s just treat this as
a VFR trip, the way we did when we flew
our Piper Cub around the U.S. The Cub
didn’t have any lights, either, just an en-
gine with two magnetos, so we took off at
dawn and landed at dusk. We’ll go home
the same way with the Lotus.”

And we did, in three days of mixed rain
and euphorically lovely top-down weather
on a slightly different set of back roads—
all seen in daylight—with no more trou-
ble than a bit of light brake squeal.

Which I'll fix in the morning.
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¢ Shop by vehicle for all products
in the Upgrade Garage

Place your order with ease
online using our VeriSign
Secured™ website or complete
your order by talking to one of
our classroom- and track-trained
sales specialists

‘qu . * Get shipping quotes online or by phone

* Benefit from six strategically located national
distribution centers
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DELIVER our warehouse 24-48 hours after being placed
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Dueler H/L Alenza Dueler A/T Revo 2

American Express® Branded
Prepaid Reward Card when Dueler H/P SPO“

you buy a set of four (4):

Dueler H/L 422 Ecopia Dueler A/T RH-S

American Express® Branded
Prepaid Reward Card when Dueler A/T D695
you buy a set of four (4):
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Dueler H/T 470 Dueler H/T D687
Arieican Express® Bronded Dueler H/T D684 Dueler H/T D689
Prepaid Reward Card when Dueler H/T D684 11 Dueler H/T D840

you buy a set of four (4):

1Tires must be purchased from in-stock inventory between September 2, 2010 and
October 2, 2010. Mail-in claim form required. Certain restrictions and limitations
apply. Call or visit www.tirerack.com/specials for complete offer details.
*Reward Card can be used virtually anywhere American Express’ Cards are welcome in the U.5. as detailed at

for EXCELLENCE

www.rewardearner.com/bridgestone; valid for 6 months; card is point-based and not redeemable for cash. Card
issued in the name submitted on official claim form; cannot be issued to minors; not transferrable. Usage restrictions,

guidelines, terms and conditions apply. Card issued by InteliSpend Prepaid Solutions, LLC.
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Virtual center rib and large shoulder tread blocks provide directional
stability and steering response

Interlocked intermediate tread blocks promote acoustic comfort,
even on-road wear and off-road traction

Sweeping circumferential central grooves and lateral shoulder grooves
channel water to resist hydroplaning and enhance wet traction

Siped independent tread blocks provide the extra biting edges that
enhance off-road traction on loose surfaces and in snow
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Scorpion STR & STR A

Highway All-Season Light Truck/SUV

Pirelli’'s premium light truck tires designed to deliver the Stability, Traction
and Ratings (STR) appropriate for today’s light trucks by adapting their per-
formance to the needs of SUVs, light duty pickup trucks and 4x4 vehicles.
Scorpion STR and Scorpion STR A tires are designed to combine a quiet
and comfortable ride along with ease of handling and year round traction,

even in light snow.
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Scorpion ATR

On-/0Off-Road All-Terrain Light Truck

The Scorpion ATR is Pirelli's On-/Off-Road All-Terrain light truck tire

developed for pickup, crossover and sport utility vehicle drivers that

want to combine on-road civility with off-road capability. The Scorpion:

- ATR is designed to master long highway journeys, wet roads and the
———. challenges of winter driving by combining paved road comfort and

- — handling with rough terrain grip and maneuverability.

fm;' fﬁ.ﬂ

‘.J.'I

www.tirerack.com

o

i

1Y

| BV

For up-to-date sizes and pricing visit www.tirerack.com




———————  Proud Sponsor of ]
s 2 - MNationwide 1 and 2 day
0 v | % ﬁ;' I ,RE mc ground service from our % 4

CLUE RACING Ccom 6 distribution centers.

g, €O EMKE

Brand: PERFORMANCE SERIES

FALCON
16 17 18 20

0.Z. ALLEGGERITA HLT  0.Z. SUPERTURISMO LM  0.Z. ULTRALEGGERA HLT ASA AR3 BREMMER KRAFT BRO4 BREMMER KRAFT BROS

NEW |

707 | ™ p.'.—

{ - \ \ m Visit the Upgrade
. |74 * | Garage at

f 3 . ] www.tirerack.com.
\ / Experience one-
click access to everything that fits your
L vehicle, and keep a wishlist of your favorites.
ASAGT4

|
If your vehicle came equipped with a (.-)
direct tire pressure monitoring system, we can
assist you in selecting wheels that are compat-
ible with its sensors. We also offer an extra set
‘ of sensors for all TPMS systems, so your tire
and wheel package can arrive with

E sensors already installed.
| Call and talk to our highly

S mo% \B

";m ROCKSTAR black MODA llﬂg Mﬂdﬂ III'DH‘ SPARCO PISTA STH!EGLE BHP  ZINIK Z28 REVENTO i trained experts.
\TRUCK(&!SUVIWHEELSR VISIT, WWW. TIRERACK.COM; T0/ SEE'AN'ADDITIONALY 112 TRUCK/AND] SUV, WHEEL' STYLES !
: -~ 5 i \F -

ﬁg@ & f;p&\" NG s -

ATX STORM DICK CEPEK DC-2 GRANITE ALLOY GA11 KMC XD SERIES MONSTER KMG XD SERIES ROCKSTAR MAMBA M2

Brakes 2<eo0n0  (©) brembo Suspension Eé <2z H:RM

\%[ HAWK = | @y E HOTCHIGS KONTT FRW v

T S

Hours: EST M-F 8am-8pm SAT 9am-dpm 1-888-371-8473 P M L Aol www.tirerack.com ©2010 Tire Rack




skt | TIRE RACK e I =

Hazard Service Program
o

. i - - M -
1 1le - - - = — .{ | -

= = d IB ; - 1 —-— wan 10 L 0
r...--‘_. - - - = . - - ]

| - e, - T
G S Wi S
- — — : .

adelsyfrom

171

BFGoodrich  RIDGESTONE M ic O DONZOP  Tirestone

STVEZRY) GENERAL T | /HanNKooK J'(Uﬁ$iﬂ'
Vi Feeoo: osumitoMo  MUNROVILA '

KUMHO TIRES

[ —— =
:

W U'E Z '[ — m - i B
tireJthat/siright!foryoL: """ - =
Visit www.tirerack.com/tires/tests

Our ongoing independent tire tests show how
comparable tires perform head-to-head. Search test
results by brand or performance category. Then, join
us for a few laps in our Video Center.

Or call and talk to one of our sales specialists.

They are our test drivers!

Special Offers How Much Tread
See them all at www.tirerack.com/specials Depth Do You Need?

On the Highway or the Trail... Watch “Panic Stopping:

-

S50 For vour KUMHO TIRES How Much Tread Depth Do You Need” :
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four (4) select Kumho tires. P = ;fp surprise you:
Offer Valid 8/8/10 - 9/19/10 rrad PR | 2\

1-888-371-8473 www.tirerack.com ©2010 Tire Rack

Hours: EST M-F 8am-8pm SAT 9am-4pm



Ask about our Tire Road Nationwide 1 and 2 day
Hazard Service Program ground service from our

com & distribution centers.

7 AP

o 1
~ Exclt
s— -

Winter is Coming...

GET READY,

*American Express™-Branded
Reward Card valued at up to $50.

I S .
—
Buy a set of four (4) select winter/snow

tires and get an American Express’-Branded
Reward Card valued at up to $50 by mail.

Offer valid on in-stock tires purchased between ‘
August 30, 2010 and October 9, 2010.
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-Branded Reward Card valued at $50 when you buy a set of

four (4) select winter/snow tires from:
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Shop by vehicle at tirerack.com or call one of our sales specialists to find the qualifying winter/snow
tire that’s right for you. For complete offer details, visit www.tirerack.com/specials

*Card can be used virtually anywhere American Express® Cards are welcome in the U.S. Card valid for 6 months; unused points
will be forfeited the first day after the valid thru date, subject to applicable law. Usage restrictions and guidelines apply. Card
cannot be redeemed for cash and is not transferable. Card issued in the name submitted on rebate form. Card cannot be issued
to minors. The card is point based with 1 point = $1 in purchasing power. The card cannot be used for revolving payments, or
with water taxis, limousines and ATMs. The card is issued by InteliSpend Prepaid Solutions, LLC.

Consider a Winter/Snow Tire & Wheel Package

Smart. Cost-effective. Convenient. Winter/Snow Tire & Wheel Packages make changing to winter/snow tires easy
and efficient. Package includes four (4) tires and four (4) wheels, mounted and balanced, ready to bolt on your
vehicle. To create the correct combination for most any vehicle, driving style and winter condition, call one of
our sales specialists or build your own package at tirerack.com/snow

Hours: EST M-F 8am-8pm SAT 9am-4pm 1-888-371-8473 www.tirerack.com ©2010 Tire Rack
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Nobody does it better than
Hawk Performance!

PROFESSIONAL MOTORSPORTS

Hawk Performance, the official brake pad of
SCCA & NASA, is the proven industry leader
with championships in virtually every form
of racing.

DRIVING SCHOOLS

World-class driving schools like Skip Barber
Racing rely on the stopping power, durability
and safety of Hawk Performance. Shouldn’t you?

TRACK, STRIP OR OFF-ROAD

When you want to go fast, don’t forget to prep
your car with the right equipment. Hawk
Performance is the brake pad of choice for all
forms of amateur racing.

CARS, TRUCKS & SUV’'S

Why spend thousands of dollars on a big brake
kit when you can get up to 49% more stopping
power by simply upgrading to Hawk pads?
Product available for most original equipment
and specialty calipers. Upgrade now, install
Hawk Performance disc brake pads.

AWK =

R F O R M A N C E
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RACE PROVEN. STREET LEGAL.

Brake Pad Technoloagy

1-800-542-0972 » HawkPerformance.com
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2010 HKS GT-R

It took them a while, but the folks at
HKS, Japan’s foremost aftermarket tuner,
have created their version of Nissan’s high-
performance GT, the GT-R. Lowered slight-
ly and wearing black Yokohama Advan
RS-D wheels, the HKS GT-R looks omi-
nous. There’s also a new exhaust system,
the very thing that highlights the difference
between the stock GT-R and the HKS ver-
sion when the 3.8-liter twin-turbocharged
engine bursts to life. It doesn’t sound like
a GT-R, but rather something Italian. The
Stage 1 version of the HKS GT-R includes
a variety of changes under the hood. The
GT600 Racing Package ($8595) includes a
racing center pipe, intercooler pipe kit, elec-
tronic boost controller, Super SQV blow-off
valve kit, reinforced turbo actuators and
high-performance sparkplugs. There is also
an intercooler kit ($4795) and a clutch and
transmission cooler kit ($2595).

These new components result in a horse-
power jump to 638 bhp at 6000 rpm and
606 1b.-ft. of torque at 4000, enough to

launch this special GT-R to 60 mph in 3.0
seconds and get to the quarter-mile mark in
11.1 at 128.9 mph. Zero to 100 mph comes
at 6.8 sec. This is one mean machine.

And what’s more, HKS made sure that
the chassis could handle all the extra pow-
er. Thanks in part to the stock car’s rigid
nature and HKS’s sport coil-over shocks

2010HKSGT-R

List price (stock GT-R) $84,060
Price as tested est $107,000
Curb weight est 3900 1b

Engine, transmission 3.8-liter twin-turbo V-6, B-sp

dual-clutch paddle-shift manual

Horsepower, bhp @ rpm 638 @ 6000
Torque, lb-ft [@ rpm 606 @ 4000
0-60mph 3.0 sec

0-100mph 6.8 sec

0-1320 ft (Vs mile) 11.1 sec @ 128.9 mph
Top speed est 195 mph
Braking, 60~0 mph 122t

Braking, 80-0mph 205t

Lateral accel (200-ft skidpad) 0.97g

Speed thru 700-#t slalom 73.8 mph

Our mileage, EPA city/highway na

SCAN* THIS STEERING WHEEL IMAGE
WITH YOUR SMARTPHONE TO

SEE INSTANT
HKS GT-R VIDEO!

Y

*Get the FREE app for your phone at http://gettag.mobi (see page 16 for full details).

OR TEXT “HKS" TO 44636

: ROADANDTRACK.COM/HKS

HKS VIDEO

HKS PHOTOS



($4295), the revived GT-R sticks to the
pavement like epoxy, exhibiting flawless
balance through most corners. The rear
stays firmly planted to the ground, but if
it does come loose, all the driver needs to
do is keep the throttle pedal pegged to the
floor; the GT-R’s excellent all-wheel-drive
system stabilizes the car almost magi-
cally. Around the skidpad the car regis-
tered 0.97g and flew through the slalom at
73.8 mph. That’s a tick slower than the last
stock GT-R we tested, likely attributable

2011 FORD SHELBY GT500

It was only last year that we saw the
Shelby GT500 get a serious makeover.
And now they've gone and done it again.
Dropping weight, adding power and giv-
ing even more performance than the past
generation KR edition! From a pure num-
bers standpoint the new all-aluminum V-8
does little apart from removing about 100
Ib. from the nose of the car. Power is up
slightly thanks to a lower-backpressure
exhaust that exhibits a bit more rumble
than its predecessor. The newly introduced
$3495 SVT Performance Package is the
option that makes the biggest difference
to performance. Larger Goodyear Eagle
F1 Supercar G:2 tires (265/40ZR-19 front,
285/35ZR-20 rear) really let the track-
oriented suspension work. As our numbers
show, the 2011 model trumps the “King
of the Road” in every performance cat-
egory. And it’s easier to drive thanks to the
electric-assist power steering.

At our test track, the Shelby ran con-
sistently to 60 mph in the mid-4s and
suffered little to no heat soak after re-
peated runs, which is somewhat surpris-
ing as our experience with the early cars
had us expecting a penchant for building
heat. Around the skidpad the SVT sus-
pension worked its magic and resulted
in exactly 1.00g. It wasn’t so long ago

! MORE: ROADANDTRACK.COM/SHELBY GTSOO PHOTOS

to Bridgestones that aren’t as sticky as the
Dunlops on the stock car.

HKS decided not to install bigger turbos
for this Stage 1 version, but Jon Kuroya-
ma, manager of R&D at HKS, said that
there are definitely plans for a Stage 2 ver-
sion, with new, bigger turbochargers. Still,
the Stage 1 version was quite enough to
satisfy my appetite for performance, and
although [ had wanted this car to arrive
sooner, the HKS GT-R was well worth the
wait.—Sam Mitani

that we'd have thought that impossible
for a Mustang without race rubber. De-
signed to work on a racetrack, the sus-
pension gave up some stability in our
slalom and required a deft touch to keep
the rear wheels planted. A little too much
of anything will cause rotation. Easily
controlled rotation, but any little bit slows
the car too much for a fast time. Even so,
the handling performance numbers are
both a tick better than the last Ford GT
we tested. Impressive stuff for a factory-
modified Mustang to out-handle a mid-
engine exotic!—Shaun Bailey

2011 Ford Shelby GT500

List price $48,645

Price as tested $55,537

Curbweight 38201k

Engine, transmission S4-liter supercharged V-8,
6-sp manual

Horsepower, bhp (@ rpm 550 @ 6200

Torque, Ib-ft @ rpm 510 @ 4250

0-60 mph 4.4 sec

0-100mph S.2 sec

0-1320 ft (Vs mile) 12.6 sec @ 118.9 mph

Top speed 155 mph*

Braking, 60-0mph N7t

Braking, B0-0 mph 197t

Lateral accel (200-ft skidpad) 1.00g

Speed thru 700-#t slalom 69.6 mph

Dur mileage, EPA city/highway est 16.0,15/23 mpg
* Electronically limited.

PHOTO BY JEFF ALLEN
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Tiger Balm's proven blend of herbal ingredients
delivers fast, safe and effective relief for back
pain, muscle aches and strain, without the pills.
Do you see any pills here? For details and
promotions, visit mytigerbalm.com.

TIGER BALM

TIGER BALM®

nearly 100 years over 100 countries millions of users
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BY JONATHAN ELFALAN

Driving Diaries

ROAD TEST EDITOR

Notebook musings from our long-term fle-é't'_

2010 ACURA TL SH-AWD

With the onboard maintenance remind-
er, we never have to worry about forget-
ting to take our TL to service on time.
Since its last checkup at 14,888 miles—
and that was 4524 miles ago—we’ve still
not run into a single mechanical issue.
Nor has the car required another service.

I've grown to enjoy this car. I'm still
not a huge fan of its looks and I don't
think the seats are very comfortable for
long-distance driving, but at least the
suspension, NVH treatment and quality
of the materials will make it an enjovable
drive. The steering and clutch feel really
light when you first drive it, but once you
get used to the delicacy needed to oper-
ate those particular controls, they re very
reactive to inpuf.

Calvin Kim
ASSISTANT ROAD TEST EDITOR

The TL recently transported me more
than 800 miles in complete comfort. 1
igured that its size, being quite largish,

JIO

would be a detriment in the twisties, but
the faster I drove (within reason), the

ROAD & TRACK www.roadandtrack.com

more impressed I became with the car’s
handling capabilities. If I were buying,
I might be tempted to go with the auto-
matic, though; L.A. traffic is a bear, even
with a light-action clutch and short-
throw shifter:
Matthew Miles
CYCLE WORLD MANAGING EDITOR

2010 Acura TL SH-A
Deliveredprice $44,195
Total miles/miles since lastreport 20,932/4524
Maintenance coststodate $378
Repair coststodate $0
Our mileage to date, EPA city/highway 20.3,17/25

Acura TL SH-AWD: 20,932 miles.

2010 HYUNDAI GENESIS 4.6

By far the most popular car in our fleet
for long-distance trips, the Genesis is
proving to be a very dependable machine
with few vices. We’ve since racked up
just about 30,000 miles on it, and three
routine services have totaled an amaz-
ingly affordable $400! The only repair
we’ve had so far was a tire puncture in
the left rear ($25).

Theres not much to dislike about the

Hyundai Genesis. About the only thing I
don't like is the unnatural level of steer-

» Hyundai Genesis: 29,700 miles.

PHOTO BY BERT SWIFT

PHOTO BY DENNIS SIMANAITIS



KEEP YOUR ENGI

RUNNING S

High temperature fuel combustion
forms gum, varnish and carbon deposits
inside every car’s fuel system.

Friction and wear cut scratches
inside engines causing compression
loss between the piston rings and
cylinder walls.

AUTOMOTIVE

Both these problems result in poor : 'OF
combustion which robs your A L
engine of maximum power and ety
performance.
Restore brand additives work §
together to increase cylinder ENGINE&‘
compression and remove carbon <
deposits that build up inside your RESTORER =
car’s engine. That means better & LUBRICANT - o
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lvan “Ironman” Stewart
Off-Road Racing Champion



THE MILLION MILE
AIR FILTER

DESIGNED T0IMPROVE POWER AND ACCELERATION

Buy an air filter that will last for the life of your car.
K&N's washable/reusable replacement air filters
drop right into your car's factory air box in five
minutes and never need to be replaced. Our air
filters are made from cotton instead of paper,
allowing your car to breathe easier for better
engine performance. So stop throwing away and
repurchasing air filters for your car and switch to
the reusable alternative. The K&N reusable air
filter is hand made in the USA by the company that
invented high-flow cotton air filters.

AVAILABLE AT MOST
AUTO PARTS STORES
NATIONWIDE!

Up To 50,000 Miles Between Cleanings

Under Normal Highway Driving Conditions

Join The Millions Of People Who Have Discovered K&N
The Cleanable Air Filter That Can Help
Your Car Run Better And Save Money

THE WORLD’S BEST AIR I;H.TER"

1-800-437-1734 KNFILTERS.COM/RT
©2010 K&N Engingering, Inc.

Mazda MX-5 PRHT: 12,546 miles. -
- - :
- - - F d
5= 1 N =

PHOTO BY BRIAN BLADES

2010 MAZDA MX-5 PRHT
While the fun-to-drive fa
diminished for this sprightly
around town, we're finding i
1lly communicative. to convince many of the s
Andrew Bornhop  on longer trips
MANAGINGEDITOR  obvious. But aside from that, we've
tainly been utlll/mU 1l.~. PRHT (Po
Retra e Hard Top) ure, and we
pplu.ldlu |‘|nw its quu. Nness encourages
spontaneity.
¢ so well on nmm'
H is not .'hc ,”amc' eration Mi
s ¢ or the PRHT s
cious 28 € did r ch, and came
d of H ina way H'?

e have our own firs

Rlchard M. Baron
DESIGN DIRECTOR

2010 Hyundai CGenesis 4.6 i t-century
Delivered price $43,000 1 ite re window

Total miles/miles since last report 29,700/8027 if d with its

Maintenance costs todate $400 wmpu.‘ﬂf.‘h_’h ample fmni\ volume.

Repair coststodate $25 Dennis Simanaitis
Our mileage to date, EPA city/highway 21.1,17/25 ENGINEERING EDITOR

) Suzuki Kizashi GTS: 7297 miles.



While not the obvious choice for long-
distance touring, I took a bold move and
drove our long-term Miata PRHT up to
Laguna Seca for the ALMS weekend, just
to see if I could do it. Having said that,
I don’t think I'll ever take it for such a
long tour again unless the route is littered
with corners. While there were some minor
creaks and groans from the convertible
hardtop during hard cornering, it was re-
markably quiet during highway cruising. [
think I still prefer the immediacy and free-
spiritedness of the manual sofi-top though.

Calvin Kim

ASSISTANT ROAD TEST EDITOR

Delivered price $31,150
Total miles/miles since last report 12,546/3157
Maintenance costs to date $961
Repair coststodate $0
Our mileage to date, EPA city/highway 23.7, 21/28

2010 SUZUKI KIZASHI GTS

We introduced the Kizashi just last
month and it continues to amaze every-
one who has had a chance to take it on
a relatively long trip. So far no servicing
has been required, but we’ll have to look
into cosmetic repair costs due to a recent
scuffing on the front fender.

[ took the long-term Suzuki Kizashi on
a ski trip to Mammoth, and found that
this is a surprisingly good 4-door sedan,
with styling that stands far above any
previous Suzuki. But while the Kizashis
185-bhp 4-cylinder and 6-speed manual
gearbox work well around town, passing
power on the two-lane sections of Cali-
Sfornia’s Route 395 can best be described
as semi-adequate. The "Kizash " averaged
26 mpg for the trip, despite all of our lug-
gage and ski equipment and plenty of full-
throttle passing maneuvers to get around
big trucks. If you're familiar with Suzuki
cars of past, it just might make you say:
“That’s a Suzuki? "

Mike Monticello
NATIONAL EDITOR

What a great little car: The exterior and
interior styling is sharp and the cabin feels
quite roomy. Its nimble handling and sup-
ple ride are surprisingly balanced, where
you don't feel you are compromising one
Jor the sake of the other.

Patrick Hong
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

Deliveredprice $22,879

Total miles/miles since last report 7297/2174
Maintenance costs todate $0
Repair coststodate $0

Our mileage to date, EPA city/highway 23.7, 20/29

GARAGE

Car Care for the Perfectionist!

6" & 3" Macuve Poussi & Best oF Snow Wax' Kir Speciats

Over the past 20 years we've perfected machine orbital polishing and waxing.

Our machine orbital system is simply the best way to polish out scratches and swirl
marks, remove oxidation and apply wax on any painted surface, Polish and protect
resulting in a smooth, shiny finish that's unsurpassed. Experience richer color, greater
depth and more clarity to your paint’s finish. It's safe, easy and fun, Choose

from two kits and save money today. When it comes to the finest prockacts in car care:

We make it. We teach it We guarantee it. Griot's Garage... Car Care for the Perfectionist!
11605 6" Macinse Pouss & Wax Krr $199.00 Save $45.90 with this kit!

11316 3" Macave Ponsi & Wax Kirw/Bag $149.99 Save §34.93/

i

Use code AVRG when ordering to save!

Ofcial Gar Care Orper Towr Free 800-345-5789 GARy
Product Provider s &“‘/ c‘gf
nf e or at www.griotsgarage.com/AVR6 =) “Q N
a
Pty A
Lex Anpeive G O

Have fun in your garage!
Canx To Receve Ouvr Frex Fuis Coror Cataroe Or Reguest One Ox Ovr Wesste,




@DSE@@I}]G The lowest delivered
price on the Internet

Low prices. More choices. We have
the most popular name brand tires
in stock. Order yours today.
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Direzza DZ101 g-Force Super Sport A/S

ZRIDGESTONE

FET UP TO

/

VYALUE BACK™ BY MAIIL

*0On an American Express® branded prepaid reward card when you buy four eligible
Bridgestone Dueler tires. Ask a sales associate for details. Offer valid 9/2/10 - 10/2110.

WHEELS y iFss —
' D

We have a huge selection of wheels L/
from dozens of manufacturers.
Order yours today!

DR-40 Zolder

rs OB o O0AA o TR

S GO ONLINE TO DOWNLOAD A. \ ORDER YOUR TIRES AND MAKE SURE TO ADD CERTIFICATES FOR
@J FREE Style Guide | Refund or Replacement

/

/' View hundreds of wheels in one spot In the event your tires fail, we will replace it at no additional charge. Call for details.




FREE SHIPPING sz
ON MOST ORDERS!

Valid for UPS Ground service to the 48 contiguous states. Some restrictions apply.

FREE MOUNTING and BALANCING on ALL Tire and Wheel Packages
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BY DENNIS SIMANAITIS

'Bailey Meets Bibendum

In celebrating Shaun Bailey's well-carned
promotion to Associate Engineering Editor, we sent
him to Rio and Michelin’s latest Bibendum Chal-
lenge. He reports:

MICHELIN TAKES THE TIRE FULL CIRCLE
The 10-in. wheel is back. Well, maybe not just yet,

»» ENGINEERING EDITOR

the less-expensive ethanol,
they insist on cars that are flex-
fuel. Just in case the cost of
ethanol goes up due to a fluc-
~ tuation in market demand for
sugar, they’re prepared to run
on Brazilian gasoline (which,

P 0
but from a performance and efficiency standpoint, : '?-47,'., cane | N [ by the way, is already heavily
there are many reasons why large wheels and tires are . ; L extended with ethanol).
going to be replaced with something smaller. Michelin - M"_'_;"y"”m“ What’s more, the E100
demonstrated the benefits of downsizing by swapping - I cars carry around a liter or

a 14-in. wheel/tire combination (175/65R-14) with a
10-in. one (175/70R-10) on a Citroén C2. To do this,
the suspension, brakes and body were modified in
conjunction. The result is a reduction of about 88 Ib.,
as well as an improvement in aerodynamics thanks to
smaller wheel openings. Part of the specification for the
10-in. package was that it didn’t sacrifice performance
or load-carrying ability. In my back-to-back compari-
son around a section of the Nelson Piquet International Autodrome
(home of the Brazilian Grand Prix 1978-1990), I sensed that the
10-in. setup actually performed better. The steering is lighter and
the car responds quicker. The only theoretical reason for running
larger wheels is to fit bigger brakes, and this demonstration proves
what racers have known for years.

Yet, regardless of how this technology improves fuel efficien-
cy, the real question is if buyers will accept it.—Shaun Bailey

FILL'ER UP WITH E100, CHECK THE FLUIDS—AND
FILL THE GASOLINE RESERVOIR TOO

Ethanol, the alternative fuel of choice in Brazil, is regionally de-
rived from sugar cane. And although nearly everyone fills up with

DEARBORN ON THE AMAZON

I've just read a fascinating book, Fordlandia, The Rise and Fall of Henry Ford's
Forgotten Jungle City, by Greg Grandin, Henry Holt and Co., New York, 2009. It
was the late 1920s. The expanse of Brazilian jungle was twice the size of Delaware.
And Mr. Ford sought to establish not only a rubber plantation there but also
Fordism, a utopia of shingled homes in the Cape
Cod style, broad thoroughfares for Model Ts and
Model A’s, ice-cream shops, bandstands—and
Prohibition. But it's also a tale of stolen latex
seeds, workers encouraged—no, make that
enforced—to eat healthy whole wheat bread and
unpolished rice, eventual riots and a hoomtown
complete with saloons and brothels. Ultimately,
~ the Amazon won out.

. Thestory is being retold today with sugar-cane
ethanol replacing latex rubber. | wonder if the
Amazon will win out again?—DS

. two of pure gasoline in a bot-

tle under the hood—one that

needs to be filled regularly.

Forget to keep it filled, and
‘g your car may not start on a
& cold morning. A drawback of
< ethanol is its low vapor pres-
" sure. Below 60 degrees F, it
won’t make a gaseous mixture. To overcome this, a little gasoline
is first injected at start-up to get things going. And it’s also useful
in a pinch when a driver ignores the low-fuel light and needs to
squeeze out a few extra miles by putting that reservoir of gasoline
directly into the tank.—SB

MILLENNIALS MAKE THEIR
WISHES KNOWN IN CAR BUYING

The results are in: Millennials, those born in the 1980s and
early 1990s, have been the focus of a Microsoft car-buying sur-
vey by Wakefield Research—and, in fact, it turns out they’re not
all that different from the rest of us.
B They find negotiating a car purchase to be intimidating. In
fact, more than half say they'd rather visit a dentist. I have both
dentists and car dealers as friends, so please understand [ am
merely the messenger here.
B 74 percent of them do heavy website research—at roadand
track.com, I trust—before visiting a dealer. Good for these
folks; they’re well-informed.
W Well, maybe not everyone....some 21 percent perceive new car
technology as no better than that of a 1980s desktop computer. Duh.
W However, an overwhelming 71 percent recognize their new car
will embody technology equivalent to that of their smartphone.
I like to think these are the same knowledgeable ones checking
out roadandtrack.com.
B Asked about standard features, only 36 percent want Blue-
tooth connectivity. I sure hope none of them are into texting
while driving.
B Fully 67 percent think a GPS nav system should be fitted. A
bit over half want a standard-equipment port for playing their
own digital music. And almost half want an onboard gizmo for
tracking fuel consumption.—DS

Nelson Piquet
International
Autodrome




cha mp i 0“8 Go from zero to racer in four easy steps with

Skip Barber Racing School. Its as simple as:

Mﬂre value 1. Three Day Racing School

cars 2. Two Day Advanced Racing School
3. Practice

“‘a c ks 4. Regional Race Series Weekend

. All for less than $9,999*. We’re with you each
I nS"u clﬂ rs step of the way with expert instruction, equally
prepared cars (Open Wheel or MX-5 Cup) and a

schedule that includes North America’s best road

courses. We’ll even provide the suit and helmet.

Call or click today to find out what makes

Skip Barber

Racing School

* When you register for all programs at same time. Offer not available online

BFGoodrich SKIPBARBER-com (866) 736-5322




This was to be the year
someone would finally
break the elusive 10-minute
barrier at the Pikes Peak Hill
Climb in Colorado Springs,
Colorado. After all, about
half of the formerly all-dirt
156-turn, 12.42-mile stretch
of road is now paved. The
question on everyone’s mind
wasn't if it would be broken,
but rather who would break
it. And by how much.

The pre-race hype
centered on two Pikes
Peak veterans racing in

ROAD & TRACK wn

the Unlimited class: Rhys
Millen, with his built-from-
scratch-in-four-months
750-bhp all-wheel-drive
RMR Hyundai PM580,
and current Pikes Peak
record holder and defend-
ing champion Nobuhiro
“Monster” Tajima in his
910-bhp all-wheel-drive
Monster Sport Suzuki SX4
Hill Climb Special.
Although during the
practice days Millen
deemed the condition of
the dirt portions to be the

SEFE Zarr
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fastest he'd seen since his
father, Rod, set a course
record with a 10:04.06

in 1994 (when the road
was all dirt), overnight

rain loosened the soil and
left runoff on sections of
paverment. So was it a big
surprise when Tajima got to
the finish with his snarling
and popping Suzuki, yet
turned in only a 10:11.4907
Certainly to Tajima, who
said he had no mechanical
issues and made a mistake

in only one corner.

Next up was another
Pikes veteran, Paul Dallen-
bach, whose “shoestring”
$35,000 budget sure
didn't keep him from going
fast, as he posted a clean
10:38.534 run with his
700-bhp mega-winged hill
climb machine. Next year
Dallenbach plans to put
twin turbos on
his V-8.

Millen was
the last of the
Unlimited class
runners, and

J’REL(;

the remaining hope to break
10 minutes. Unfortunately,
problems with his paddle-
shift gearbox, a spin at the
Sump Corner and over-
waorked brakes slowed him
to an 11:06.208, for Sth spot
overall. “Anything that could
go wrong unfortunately
did,” Millen said. “The new




INDYCAR’S NEW CHASSIS

It's a Dallara, but with multiple aero packages

Starting in 2012, the
Izod IndyCar Series will
race with a new slimmer,
turbocharged car that

. will bring a desperately

needed fresh look. It will
arrive at a lower cost
with the additional pos-
sibility of aerodynamic
and engine diversity
under the concept rolled
out in an elaborate pre-
sentation this summer
at the Indianapolis Mu-
seum of Art.

IndyCar called it the
“future car strategy”
and it almost sounds too
good to be true. How
successful it becomes will
depend upon how many
companies buy into it
and produce aero pack-
ages and powerplants.

Dallara, an IndyCar con-
structor since 1997 and
the sole chassis in the
series following

car is fantastic, it just needs
more development,” he con-
tinued. “But this is the car
of the future on the hill.”

By 2012 the entire
mountain will be paved,
begging the question:
What happens if no one
breaks 10 minutes until
then? “| think there will

the Indy 500 in 2007,
won the five-company
competition to be the
exclusive manufacturer
of what the series has
termed “the IndyCar
Safety Cell.” It's a rolling
chassis built to Indy Rac-
ing League specifications.
One of the questions
remaining to be settled
is whether or not the
engine will be a stressed
part of the chassis, as

is current practice. If it
isn't, some team owners
believe it would reduce
costs further.

“This will be basically
the complete car, less
seat,” said IRL President
of Competition Brian
Barnhart, part of the
seven-member commit-
tee that recommended
the future strategy.

Dallara will supply
the rolling chassis for
$349,000 and a com-

have to be an asterisk once
it's entirely paved,” said
Jeff Zwart, who put in the
drive of the day as he set
a new Time Attack 2ZWD
record with an 11:31.095 in
a Porsche S11GT3 Cup—
sixth fastest overall.
Dallenbach, who pre-
ferred Pikes when it was
y  all dirt, said this
year's pave-
ment/dirt mix
was as tricky as
it gets. “But |
don't think the

plete car for $385,000.
That's 45 percent less
than the $700,000 for
a new car this season.
The committee also
recognized that IndyCar

doesn’t want to have a /

spec car, but didn't
think that it could
afford more than a
single manufacturer.
The compromise was to
allow any company to
supply aero kits—side-
pods, engine cover and
wings—for $70,000.
They would change the
car visually and in perfor-
mance. Each team could
purchase two aero kits
per season. The builder of
the aero kit will determine
the brand on the car.
“Once the kit is submit-
ted and approved, the car
branding will go by the in-
tellectual property rights
for the owner of that kit,”
Barnhart said. “If Team
Penske does its own kit, it
will be a Penske IndyCar.
If any other manufactur-
ers come on, it could be
a Lockheed IndyCar, it

&

pavement will diminish the
record,” he said. “Hey, we
thought we were going to
break 10 minutes long ago.”
Millen believes a full
pavement course could
prove even more prob-
lematic: “The pavement is
actually more slippery than
the dirt when it's wet,” he
said. And inclement weath-
er is the norm at Pikes, as
anything can happen (and
usually does) between the
9390-ft. start and the

1410-ft. finish (this year

PHOTO BY MALCOLM GRIFFITHS/LAT.

could be Boeing, it could
be a General Motors,
it could be a Ford.”
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IndyCar's desire is to
bring major auto and
aerospace companies
with the technical capa-
bility to develop an aero
kit at the price it has set,
which may be less than
the aero package costs
to develop. Subsidies
from manufacturers of
aero kits, with a return
on investment from par-
ticipating in the IndyCar
Series and the Indy 500,
may be required.

The 2012 car will weigh
1380 Ib., 185 less than
the current formula, and
will carry a lower profile,
thanks to removing the

y

required for
the normally aspi-
rated engines. The
new turbocharged
formula allows for

a maximum of six cyl-
inders and 2.4 liters and
will have a horsepower
range of 550 to 700.
IndyCar will control
power through boost,
allowing it to raise horse-
power on road courses
and lower it on ovals
to meet performance
targets. Annual engine
lease costs will not ex-
ceed $690,000, perhaps
lower if only one builder,
likely Honda, is on board
for 2012.

IndyCar hopes to at-
tract multiple engine
suppliers, too. But the
time is short for 2012
on the engine front.
—Tim Tuttle

Fly at

The United Autosports team of Zak Brown, Eddie
Cheever, Mark Blundell and Richard Dean did great
at the recent 24 Hours of Spa, their Audi R8 LMS
finishing 3rd in GT3. Had it not been for a power

a snowstorm temporarily
halted the race). Because
of this, Zwart calls Pikes
“a living organism, as it
changes every day and
hour to hour”

While many will miss
the wild drift action the
dirt encourages, you can

» Zwart, above, powerslid to a class record, but overall winner
Tajima (left) and Millen (far left) failed to break the 10-minute barrier.

leering issue that sent Cheever wide at Eau Rouge

bet an all-pavement Pikes
Peak will attract new
machines. Tajima's team
director, Paul Wilding, said,
“It will only be a matter

of time before someone
brings an ex-F1, IndyCar or
Le Mans racer.” Now won't

that be something.
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It's All About the Passion

|t'5 always interesting to me when people outside the

motorsports industry make conjectures about why we do this.
The uninformed make the assumption that it’s for financial
reward or ego. Not so. While some of us do make a living in
our sport and some of us might even have big heads, most of us
spend lots of monetary and cmotional capital to just participate
and exercise our own individual passion for our sport.

Recently I had the unusual circumstance of sitting in the
stands and watching an cvent go on. In my more than 40 years of
being a part of the “game.” | don’t remember actually watching
for the sake of watching. The view was not at all what I expected.

From the outside, or more specifically, from the grandstands,
our sport must look like a model of excess to most. The crew

members in racy looking uniforms, the §300.000 haulers parked
next to the million dollar motorcoaches—all these things are just
part of the circus we call “racing.” It is an amazing logistical show
that takes place at four or five different places almost every weck-
end each season. And let’s not forget that racing is a global sport,
so what we do is mimicked in most of the civilized world on these
same weekends with the only difference being the language.
When we come inside the paddock we see the real story of
our passion, the real commitment and sacrifice made by the
thousands who participate at a variety of levels all over the

ROAD & TRACK

globe. Not everyone has a big coach or an air-conditioned
hauler or even a proper tent to cover the race cars. Those things
aren’t required to exercise their passion. The proof is more than
evident when we visit an SCCA National weekend. These racers
sacrifice more than we ever could to be part of the game. Their
cfforts aren’t for accolades or applause. No, their validation
comes from their heart; they've stepped out of the norm and be-
come special in a special sport.

We go about our various jobs on race weckends not really
even seeing those in the grandstands or on the hillsides. After
all, they are not why we race. I'm convinced that we would gath-
er and go through the exact same regimens, bring with us the
exact same competitive spirits, even with no one watching. As a
driver I know that I've never relied on
the “home™ crowd to make me take a
risk on a pass or even exercise a little
bump-and-run to get ahead.

In other competitive sports, there’s
a different level of interaction with the
crowd. We can’t hear the cheers or the
boos like they can in basketball, hock-
ey or soccer. In my experience, the
only real crowd interactions I recall
during races were the occasional fe-
male flashers at Laguna Seca’s Cork-
screw...but only during caution peri-
ods. We do, however, let the outside
in our world after the race ends. The
sheer satisfaction of pulling through
a crowd after a victory brings thosc
strangers from the grandstand back
into our world, back in a verv impor-
tant way. When you look into the cycs
of those paying to watch us, you see
their desire to participate through you,
their desire to sharc your passion.

If we are true stewards of main-
taining this link—which is the com-
mercial foundation of profcssional motorsports today—we must
bring the crowd and fans to us.

My challenge to everyone participating in motorsports today
is simple: Take a day from the inside and visit the outside. Get
the view from the grandstand that most of us don’t get often
enough. After you've done that, get out of your motorcoach,
shake a few hands, invitc some people under the tent and let a
few kids sit in the driver’s seat. Make that spot seem not so unat-
tainable. We can't invite 10.000 people home for dinner, but we

“When you
look into
the eyes of

those paying
to watch us,
you see their
_desireto
. participate
through you...”

can kindle that passion, one kid at a time.

W GIRSON AND MIKE LEVIT T/LAT

| PHOTOS RY DRF



WORLD'S FASTES]T SPORTS CARS

ETIT LE MANS

FEATURING THE INAUGURAL LE MANS INTERCONTINENTAL CUP: ASIA | EUROPE | USA: PETIT LE MANS

" Petit

,—;E MANS 6 l

PATRON

- TS“ANNUAL SEPT. 29-OCT. 2

ANNIVERSARY

1970 2010

TICKETS ON SALE NOW! CALL 800.849.7223 OR GO TO ROADATLANTA.COM

KIDS 12 AND UNDER ARE FREE AT ALL EVENTS WHEN ACCOMPANIED BY A PAID ADULT.

P &




-

¥, Commtarstaar

BY SAM MITANI >>

INTERNATIONAL EDITOR

Throwing Parties to Keep Enthusiasm Alive

It's no secret that thE Cdr magazine business has been
through some tough times recently, no thanks to the slumping econ-
omy and the popularity of the internet. The other night, I sat down
with Hiroaki Ui of Best Car, Japan’s most popular automotive
publication, who was passing through Los Angeles on his way to
South America. He said the car magazine business in Japan was ex-
periencing equally tough times, but not for the same reasons as us.

“Car magazines sales are down across the board mainly be-
cause the general population is losing interest in cars. It’s not
that Japanese people have stopped buying cars, but most of them
don’t see cars as a hobby or something to get excited about. Cars
have become an appliance to them, nothing more,” he said.

Say it ain’t so, Hiro. How can the people living in the country that
produces the Nissan GT-R, Mazda MX-5, Mitsubishi Lancer Evolu-
tion and Subaru WRX not have enthusiasm for cars? Ui said that car
enthusiasts among the Japanese public make up a very small minor-
ity. Any Japanese car with fewer than four doors and that’s larger
than a Honda Civic is doomed to fail in its home market.

I spoke to a few executives at Japanese car companies about
this troubling trend, and some of them went as far as to say that
many sporty cars are developed with hopes that they’ll sell in
the U.S., with the home market all but written off. Therefore,
many Japanese car companies consider creating, promoting and
maintaining enthusiasm in the U.S. a higher priority than doing
so at home. Companies like Mazda and Mitsubishi have shown
their appreciation to their hard-core fans with “come-all” events
held in the parking lots of their offices. I visited two of them
recently, one being the MX-5/Miata Fest, held at Mazda’s North

American R&D headquarters in Irvine, California; the other,
Mitsubishi Owners Day, which took place at Mitsubishi’s North
American headquarters in Cypress, California.

Both events had thousands in attendance, with the majority
of people bringing their own cars (some of them really tuned
up). Kelvin Hiraishi, director of research and development engi-
neering at Mazda, said that these “parties” thrown in their own
“house™ were a way of showing the company’s appreciation to
its dedicated customers.

“This MX-5 festival and our other event, Sevenstock in Septem-
ber, which celebrates the rotary engine, provide a great way for
fans of our cars to come together. And we don’t limit our events to
just Mazda owners; everyone is welcome. I'm happy that Mazda
customers get very excited about the cars we build,” he said.

Hiraishi has a point. Mazda and Mitsubishi (as well as a few
other Japanese carmakers) build cars that generate passion and
enthusiasm. (I can’t imagine a huge celebration of Toyota Camry
owners...) It goes without saying that the three major U.S. mak-
ers and the majority of European companies do too. So I im-
plore Japanese car manufacturers to keep building cars like the
Mazda MX-5, Mazda RX-8 and the Mitsubishi Lancer Evolu-
tion (not to mention the Nissan 370Z, Nissan GT-R and Subaru
WRX STI). There are still plenty of fans of sporty Japanese cars
here in the U.S., and we don’t want to see them go away like
they’re doing in Japan. Here’s an idea: You guys keep shipping
fast, exciting sports cars here, and we’ll start shipping hard-core
enthusiasts to you. Sounds
like a fair trade to me. &

At Mitsubishi (left)
and Mazda (above),
enthusiasts were able
to.show their passion for
the respective marques.

PHOTOS BY THE AUTHOR
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A Whole Lot of Revving Going On

HIGH-SPEED COUNTING

| am having trouble sleeping, and here's
why. A Formula 1engine revs to 18,000 rpm.
That is 300 times a second. Now each time
that crankshaft rotates, each piston goes up
and down. And one out of four of those is a
power stroke as the others are intake, com-
pression, exhaust and so on.

Now, a fourth of 300 is 75, which suggests
there are 75 combustion events a second in
each cylinder. How does the ignition even have
time to fire 75 times a second? | cannot con-
ceive of it at all! Thus | lie awake. Please advise.

Paul Ehrmann
AUSTIN, TEXAS

Let’s start with the math, remembering that
each rotation of the crankshaft produces two
strokes of the piston, one up and one down.

BONDURANT.COM

~

Let’s call those the intake and compression
strokes. Two rotations of the crankshaft will add
the power and exhaust strokes, completing the
4-cycle event. So, for each power stroke there
are two crankshaft revolutions.

Therefore, at 18,000 rpm, or 300 revs per
second, there are 150 firing events per cylinder.
If there are eight cylinders, the ignition system
zaps 1200 times per second. Much arcing and
sparking indeed.

However, a modern ignition system, including
those in Fl, have no moving parts, other than a
flux of electrons if we're to believe all that theory
Maxwell, et. al,, have drummed up to explain Lu-
cas electrics over the years. And that means the
electrical system “moves” at the speed of light,
or 186,000 miles per second.

As our astronomy instructor explained, jet

SCHOOL OF HIGH PERFORMANCE DRIVING
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fighters are donkey carts in the world of electro-
magnetism, and we've come to understand he
was being charitable to the jets. This is also why
you really don’t care if one ignition wire is longer
than the other on your old Austin-Healey Sprite.
Of course, if this helps you sleep more soundly,
consider an F1 piston comes to a complete stop
600 times per second and the valves cycle 150
times per second, the fuel injectors squirt...

DRIVING FOR MILEAGE

For my commute | drive a 2000 Ford Focus
with a 5-speed manual. Which of these strat-
egies will give better fuel economy: accelerat-
ing slowly at a lower engine speed (1000-
2000 rpm) with a wider throttle opening and
shifting while still at low rpm, or accelerating
slowly at middle revs (1500-3200) with a

=
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smaller throttle opening, shifting at a bit
higher rpm.
Tyler Bowers
RICHLAND, WASHINGTON
Reduced rpm and reducing air restriction with
a wider throttle opening yield higher mileage. So
a strategy of accelerating with the throttle nearly
wide open (to avoid full-throttle enrichment from
the engine management) and short-shifting at
low rpm gives the best mileage when accelerating.

MX-6 LIGHTWEIGHTS

As | contemplate replacing the steel wheels
on my Mazda MX-6, what are the advan-
tages or disadvantages, aside from cost, of
lightweight wheels?

T. J. Tronrud
THUNDER BAY, ONTARIO, CANADA

Lightweight wheels save overall vehicle weight,
but more importantly save unsprung weight
thus improving suspension response and, most
noticeably, ride quality. Their reduced rotating
mass aids acceleration and braking too. So, ac-
cording to the textbook, lightweight wheels are
a great thing. Downsides are increased cost and
susceptibility to bending or breakage.

All that said, in the real world even a fair
amount of wheel weight doesn’t make much dif-
ference to a street car. Most people select their
wheels almost entirely on looks and are happy
with the choice.

BRAKE DIAMETERS

Why are OE brake rotors on most cars
smaller on the rear wheels? Aftermarket
brake kits use the same size rotors on both
front and rear wheels.

| would like to replace brakes on my 2004
Honda S2000 with Brembo Big Brakes but
do not want to adversely affect balance and
handling of the car.

Roger Wheelis
BAINBRIDGE ISLAND, WASHINGTON

Arriving at the appropriate brake balance front
to rear is something the OE engineer does by
Juggling several factors, including brake diameter,
piston area, friction material, brake type (disc or
drum), proportioning valve function, ABS strat-
egy and so on.

Because of weight transfer during decelera-
tion, the front brakes can be more powerful
because the front tires have more traction. Thus,
sedan front brakes are traditionally larger than
the rears. This might be more so on a pickup
truck that is disproportionately front-end heavy,
and less so given a mid-engine layout, which is
more balanced.

As for aftermarket brake kits using the same
diameter rotors front and rear, that's not really
the case. Rear rotors are usually still smaller, but
perhaps not to the same extent as stock. Some
of this is cosmetic—larger brakes look good
and thus sell better—and some of it supposes a
buyer interested in larger brakes is similarly inter-
ested in a stiffer, lower suspension that rewards

a slightly more rearward brake bias. Also, the
aftermarket designer is free to juggle brake pads,
piston sizes and the proportioning valve (or sell
you an adjustable proportioning valve] in his kit.

Your 52000 is a well-balanced car to begin with,
and adding a well-engineered kit such as Brembo's
should not adversely affect the brake bias.

FROM OUR FRIENDS

Our advice on Audi Pampering in the July
2010 issue prompted Bob Marquis of Yp-
silanti, Michigan, to comment on the vital
importance of maintaining battery voltage. “If
he is going to let his vehicle sit for more than
one month, he will need to have some sort of
battery maintenance charger connected or he
will probably have to deal with a dead battery.

“Most people are not aware of the con-
tinuous electrical draw in a vehicle when
it is turned off. As a retired Ford electrical
component design engineer, | always had to
consider the ‘ignition off’ electrical load of
my components. At Ford (and I'm sure other
manufacturers are similar), we sized the elec-
trical capacity of the battery to allow the ve-
hicle to start after sitting 30 days. This would
accommodate the customer who parked their
vehicle at an airport while traveling.”

Just as valid was the observation on turbo
lag (March 2010) from Rich Vitamvas of
Colorado Springs, Colorado. “In your reply to
Glen Hanus' question on altitude’s effects on
engine power, you missed an important part
of the answer—increased turbo lag. | also
live in Colorado at about 6800 ft., and cars
that have little or no lag at sea level can have
significant lag as the elevation increases. You
correctly say it is a night-and-day difference
between normally aspirated and turbo cars at
altitude; the problem is that it's also a night-
and-day difference from off-boost to on-
boost in the same car. For maximum power
at altitude a turbo is definitely the way to go,
but there is a drawback in increased lag.”

Rich is absolutely correct—a fact we tested
years ago at our peril in Colorado while
pulling into an intersection in a 4-cylinder
turbocharged pickup with an automatic trans-
mission. It took ages for the boost to build,
allowing us ample time to consider the cross
traffic’s blaring horns, flashing lights and our
insurance arrangements. Since then, more so-
phisticated turbos and engine-management
strategies have greatly mitigated such dan-
gers, but the physics remain unchanged and
high-country turbo buyers should beware.

Do you have a

technical question?
Send it to RTLetters@hfmus.com, or

Technical Correspondence, Road & Track, 1499 Mon-
rovia Ave., Newport Beach, Calif. 92663. Be sure to
include your first and last name, hometown and state.
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G375 Sport 5-0° $40,085 V-6 328 269 3665 51 123 13.6@1056 155 17 210 090 678 166
Jaguar XFR' 8-09° 580,000 V-85 510 461 4405 43 96 126@1153 155° 17 206 088 661 167
Kia Forte Koup SX 6-10°  $20,090 1-4 173 168 2920 69 189 154@923 130° 125 220 089 612 23.0°
Lamborghini GallardoBalboni11-09  $255295 V-I0 550° 398 3210° 35 75 1.5@1267 199 15 200 095 725 130
Murciélano LP670-4SV__ 11-09  $480325 V-2 670° 487 3660° 2.8 6.8 10.9@1294 209 M4 193 097 700 10.0°
Lexus HS 250h' 1-09°  $39,1501-4/Elec 187 138 3690 8.2 na 16.2@886 M2 126 226 077 637 283
15350¢" 12-09"  S49415 V-6 306 277 3895 55 139 140@1007 WP 133 36 08 645 19.0°
LFA 710 §388475 V-0 SBO° 354 3580 3.8 78 1.8@1244 202 12 193 104 742 160°
Lincoln MKS EcoBoost' 10-09°  $56,625 V-6t 355 350 4440° 5.0 124 13.6@103.8 13 123 214 090 626 214
Lotus Evora 910 $83520 V-6 276 258 3100 49 121 134@1039 162 M4 198 099 NI 2.8
Exige 5 260 Sport 10-09°  $79420 I-4s 257 174 2005 4] 104 126@N0J 150 T2 19 097 745 2.0°

Maserati GranTurismo' 8-08° SNBS525 V-8B 405 339 4350 47 N7 133@1062 7P T2 184 095 7.0 166
_GranTurismo Convertible' _9-10 $144335 V-8B 440 361 4610 48 13 13.2@1078 1% T4 197 087 697 153
Mazda Mazda3s 5-09°  S22)30 14 167 168 3035 75200 157@8393 B0 132 230 086 668 220°
Mazdaspeed3 210° 25000 -4 263 280 3250 6] 145 144@996 155 126 219 090 688 170
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Mercedes-Benz(63AMG'  6-08° 963,930 V-8 451 443 3920 41 97 125@744 155 15 201 093 693 15)
G350Sport! 907  $44500 V-6 268 258 3630 58 148 143@982 B 135 24 081 638 204
E63 AMG! 6-10°  $93,075 V-8 518 465 4285 41 95 125@151 155 M9 207 092 682 150
E320 Blueter' 7-07°  $59375 V-6td 208 388 3860 6.7 172 150@93.2 BO° 129 232 083 620 240
E550 Coupe’ 9.09 $67225 V-8 382 391 3810 47 11 131@I089 BO 13 252 084 632 157
SLE3AMC! 410%7 $143460 V-8 518 465 4420 40 95 124@N53 186° 120 2N 089 666 100
SLESAMG! 2-09  S198175 V-2tt 604 738 4555° 37 B1 1.8@1216 155 N5 202 089 64 134
SLESAMGBlackSeries'  3-09  $304,350 V-12tt 661 738 4215 39 79 N.8@I1263 199 M2 192 099 703 142
SLRMcLaren' 705  $455750 V-8s 617 575 3860 35 75 1.5@1261 207 107 186 097 696 18.0¢
SLS AMG! 710 S202)50 V-8 563 479 3795 36 77 1.6@1243 197 N2 1% 0% 718 108
Mini Cooper S Clubman 708"  $29100 I-4 172 177 2845 6.8 182 153@92] B¥ 120 23 089 612 204
Cooper S 107  $28,850 |4 172 177 2665 64 177 15.0@926 B 122 24 085 69 298

John Cooper Works 2-09 931450  I1-4 208 192 2655 6.0 148 144@989 4F 11210 091 N3 270

Mitsubishi Eclipse GT 8-07° $27694 V-6 263 260 3570 59 147 145@993 ¥8 121 27 084 639 196
Lancer Evolution GSR 3-08° $33625 I-4t 291 300 3555 49 133 136@1009 162 124 27 097 N7 I150°
LancerEvolutionMR Touring 12-09°  $44,234  |-4t 291 300 3690 46 121 13.2@1036 62 120 2N 092 692 18]
Lancer Ralliart 11-08°  $29915 -4 237 253 3540 54 151 141@972 B0 129 227 084 667 173
Nissan Altima3.55E Coupe  8-07 $25515 V-6 270 258 3200 57 139 142@10012 130 130 234 084 652 187
GT-RPremium 6-10° $85340 V-Gtt 485 434 3920 33 B0 N6@I1204 193 N2 190 101 48 144
Maxima 3.5SV' 9-08 $34940 V-6 290 261 3610 61 154 146@977 ¥ 121 219 086 654 188
Nismo 370Z 9-09° 439540 V-6 350 276 3300 50 120 135@1066 155 13 24 095 699 190
Sentra SE-R SpecV 6-07° $2215 14 200 180 3075 66 169 150@942 1O° 134 246 087 653 221
3702 4-09°  §33740 V-6 332 270 3360 52 128 137 ! 5

PontiacC8CT' 6-08 $29995 V-8 361 385 3910 5.0 123 135@1049 140° M9 221 085 643 160
GBGXP' 309° $43280 V-8 415 415 4000 47 111 131@1094 155 120 221 088 650 178
Porsche Boxster Spyder ~ 3-10 $79210 F-6 320 273 2940 44 104 128@1096 166° T2 202 102 746 19.0¢
CarreraGT 6-04  S460400 V-0 605 4353530° 36 70 N3@I36 205 124 199 099 711 N
CaymanS 910° $70915 F6 320 273 3100 46 106 129@1088 77 17 204 100 726 208
Panamera Turbo 12-09  SI153615 V-Btt SO0 516 4635 34 84 1N7@NB0 188 N6 204 0% 691 163
91 CarreraS 4-08° 594815 F-6 355 295 3295 41 103 126@M9 182 M 193 100 725 190
91GT2 12-08  $198,875 F-Gtt 530 501 3265 34 77 N.S5@1239 204 108 187 103 759 150°
EllINE] 9-09 S133135  F-6 435 3173075° 37 83 1.8@N95 193 106 186 104 759 130
911 Turbo 6-10° 149,370 F-6tt 500 480 3535 35 79 T.J@I1218 19 T2 195 101 730 160
Rolls-Royce Chost' 810° 5308350 V-12tt 563 575 5435 47 102 129@M43 155 N9 209 085 601 165
Phantom' 8-06" $346,650 V-2 453 531 5810 59 153 145@974 ¥ 15 29 077 519 1.7
Rossion Q1 1-10 108151 V-6tt 450 390 2675 3.2 78 16@1216 185 1BO 27 106 730 180°

Saah3-3Turbo X SportCombi 10-08" 44,755 V-6t 280 295 3910 64 132 150@91.8 155 127 225 080 651 173
Saleen S7 Twin Turbo 9-06"  $602442 V-8t 750 7002900° 33 6.0 106@1398 250 M9 210 103 699 13.0°
Saturn Astra XR 3-08 $20330  |-4 138 125 2820 86 na 166@844 128 120 213 087 610 2.0
Shelby GTS00 Super Snake 12-07 S70,670 V-8s 605 580 3915 44 91 125@1199 150° N8B 204 093 684 156

Smart ForTwopassioncoupe_3-08  $15,625 I3 70 68 182513.3 na 19.2@70.5 90° 130 230 0.2 576 320°

Spyker (8 Spyder 307 $296785 V-8 400 354 2985 44 103 127@N20 160 120 204 092 671 180
Subaru Impreza 2.5i 12-07°  $17640 F-4 170 170 3055‘ 82 229 161@856 10 138 243 079 642 2.0
Impreza WRX 1-08 528660 F-4t 265 244 3230 51 135 13.8@1010 WO° 124 221 087 610 222
Impreza WRXSTI 3-08°  $39440 F-4t 305 290 3360 50 141 136@982 155 T9 209 090 698 160

Legacy 2.5GT Limited 510" $34)46 F-4t 265 258 3500 58 152 143@97.2 150° 16 222 084 612 190

_ Legacy3.6R Limited' 12-09°  $323835 F-6 256 247 3555 6.5 167 149@956 “F 129 732 08 68 192
Tesla Roadster 2-09  SNB400 Elec 248 276 2750 40 111 127@1053 121 N9 ZI0 092 686 1Rt
Roadster Sport 500" $15945  Elec 288 295 2790 37 109 126@1049 125 123 710 096 703 0t
Volkswagen (C36L4Motion' 7-09°  $42,630 V-6 280 265 3855 61 155 145@970 B0° 17 225 091 665 192
Golf TDI 410°  $27090 I-4td 140 236 3120 88 245 166@839 125 132 233 084 644 389
Golf GTI 3-dr® 810 3,900 -4t 200 207 3370 61 158 146@969 10 43 247 085 662 250
Golf GTI 5-dr® 810 $24,789 |4t 200 207 3285 66 16] 149@9%.2 BE 13% 257 088 &1 250°
R32 12-07°  $35430 V-6 250 236 3720 6.0 163 146@950 B 134 237 085 653 182
Valvo (30 Version 2.0 1-07  $27700 15t 227 236 3200 65 163 149@95.8 WY 122 28 085 663 228
(wji] 407" S40400 15t 218 236 3785 75 189 157@91.2 150° 120 27 083 650 258
SBOVE AWD' 607  $56025 V-8 31 325 4080 56 143 142@994 155° 123 210 085 646 163
vio' 5-08°  $34410 -6 235 236 3530 73 186 156@923 BF 13 230 082 60 25

Data apply to the model at the time [issue date] of testing. Legend: For e:n;isle types, | is aninline design, Fisaflat and R is a rotary. The number fnllowinq
the letter is the number of cylinders or rotor chambers. An additional letter, & “t” or an “s” designates turbo- or supercharging; “d” designates diesel; “FC

“designates fuel cell; boldface=extremes in that particular category, excluding nonproduction cars; red = newest entries; na=not available, nafUL.S.; 'auto-
matic transmission; ‘comparison test; “price at time of test, some estimated; “estimated; electronically limited; *DIN bhp; "from previous test; ®altitu r!e af-
fected; “aerodynamically limited; “Road Test Update; unrfurmantc data, no sndewew For purchasmg back issues, see infa on PS page.
INTERPRETING THE NUMBERS: Factors that affect test numbers include air temperature, barometric pressure, condition of track surface, tune of test car.
When comparing cars” performances, look for the Shgnificant differences in each category, as listed below. Thisis the amount of difference that is meaningful.
WEIGHT of a car is generally accurate to within 1 percent.
ACCELERATION rumbers are obtained using drop-clutch starts and lift-throttle shifts. Significant difference: 0-60 mph, 0.3 sec.; Vi mile, 0.5 sec.
TOP SPEED is typically as reported by the manufacturer, but occasionally we measure it on a closed test track. Significant difference: 5.0 mph.
BRAKING distances areinitiated when the pedal s touched, and just enough effort is used to avoid wheel locking; on cars equipped with anti-lock braking systems,
the ABS s fully invoked. Significant difference: 60-0 mph, 10 ft.; B0-0 mph, 15 ft.
HANDLING is quantified two ways: The skidpad measures steady-speed cornering grip around a 200-ft.-diameter circle (run in both directions), The slalom, run
Lliroluqheiqlg cones spaced at 100-it. intervals, samples both controllability and grip during transient handling. Significant difference: Skidpad, 0.02g;
slalom, 1.0 m

OUR FUEL MILEAGE is measured largely during urban driving and basically falls between EPA's city and highway estimates, Significant difference: 0.5 mpg.
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R&T SPEED Radio is your audio connection to
the automotive and motorsports world. The latest
trends, cars, and accessories combined with the
inside track on motorsports. R&T magazine editors
join Ed Justice, Jr. to discuss articles from the
magazine and news from car events around the
world. Get the latest news and reviews from the
world's most comprehensive ROAD & TRACK
editorial, a full two hours each week!
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racing fields.
Listen in LIVE every Saturday at

Currently the program can be heard
in many markets via:

The show is also available live worldwide online at:

NH'ROGELI
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The Official Fuel Partner of Road & Track
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Check out the exciting “Focal Point” gallery in our Photo Store,
which offers you the best in racing photography. Our world-class
photographers capture the passion and drama of competition,
and now you can purchase your favorite racing shots!

ENCLISH

PHOTO BY JEFF ALLEN

AN

OVER 1000 IMAGES = 2 -l m
T0 CHOOSE FROM!

or call Toll-Free 1.800.390.7269

AMERI

ROAD & TRACK www.roadandtrack.com
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U.S. GOVT GOLD AT-COST

TODAY - The United States Rare Coin & Bullion Reserve has scheduled the final release of
U.S. Gov't Issued $5 Gold Coins previously held at the U.S. Mint at West Point. Please be
advised: These Gov’t Issued Gold Coins are being released on a first-come, first-serve basis
and our U.S. Gov’t Gold inventory priced at $147.69 per coin could very possibly sell"out!
Call immediately to avoid disappointment. This “at-cost” Gov’t Gold offer could be cancelled
at any time. Do not delay. Call a Sr. Gold Specialist today.

OWN GOV'T ISSUED GOLD COINS Markup-Free Price of ONLY
DUE TO STRICT LIMITED AVAILABILI TY, TELEPH ONE ORDERS $

WILL BE ACCEPTED ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVE BASIS

ACCORDING TO THE TIME AND DATE OF THE ORDER. E ACH

If you've been waiting to
move your hard-earned
money into precious
metals, the time is now to
consider transferring your
U.S. dollars into United
States Government Gold. The Gold market
| is on the move, up more than 300% over
"""" F the past 10 years - outpacing the DOW,
' : NASDAQ and S&P 500. Call immediately to
order your United States Gold Coins direct

| from our Main Vault Facility, “at-cost”, for the
""‘“,,‘..m, S i 1 ”u"'llll amazing price of only $147.69 per coin. Spe-

Wiy | y,. cial arrangements can be made for Gold pur-
nlli ALTLION ol < chases over $50,000. Order your Gold today!
1 i1 YL LR i |

1 - Gov’t Issued Gold Coin $ 147.69
5 — Gov't Issued Gold Coins $ 738.45
10 — Gov’t Issued Gold Coins $ 1,476.90

Due to extremely high Gold demand, Gold coin prices could
change based on our current vault inventory! Call now before these
U.S. Gov't Gold Coins completely sell out!

AT-COST OFFER LIMITED TO PURCHASES OF 10 COINS ($1,476.90) PER
HOUSEHOLD PLUS SHIPPING & INSURANCE. MINIMUM ORDER 5 GOLD COINS.

CALL TOLL FREE (24 Hours A Day, 7 Days A Week)

1-877-476-8489

MASTERCARD « VISA » AMEX * DISCOVER » CHECK

, RARE com & nur.uorq u

x4
%1!113[:13), RDT1 1'4759

1 Bulon Jeserve, capguannise s GOk Coln's fulurs ValLe W oo up of down. © 2010 United States Ram Coin and Bullon Resenve

Coins enlarged
1o show detail

Mo one, ncluding he United States Rare Com an




* America's leading site
sp H for

& accessories!

H!GH-FLOWA!R FILTERS
& INTAKE KITS

Ford Mustang 5.4L (05)
Wntake Parté 63-2571, +53HP, | Filter Parté 33-2365,

Performance Air Filters

Getincreased power, acceleration and better fuel
economy. Just give it a simple deaning every
50,000 miles and your K&N fifter will last for the
Iife ofyour vehicle. 1,000,000 Mile Warranty.
Nissan Altima 3.5L (07-10).. Part# 33-2031-2
Honda Civic 1.8L ('06-'10)........ Part# 33-2342
Honda Accord 3.5L ('08-'10)..... Parté 33-2403
Chrysler 300 5.7L (05-'10)....... Part# 33-2295
Ford Mustang 4.6L (10} .......... Part# 33-2431
«Plus 100s More! Call or Visit Us Online.

Cold Air Intakes s

Boost power and lift MPGs with @ Ford Mustang (‘06-'09) Part#63-2565 +15HP
KRN Intake. Custom-engineered  Missan 350Z ('07-'08)....Part#697071TS +8HP
with a famous K&N Fltercharger  Honda Accord ('08-'10) Parti#69-1210TS +10HP
cone fiter and cosslink nylon Chrysler 300 (08-10)....Part#63-1114 +21HP
intake tract. 1,000,000 Mile War- Dodge Challenger (08-10) Part#63-1114 + 21HP
nanty. Easy Installation . Plus 1005 More! Call or Visit Us Online.

DIA | ®SPORT Devilish Performance’

“Instant Performance!” ¥ % % % %
“Very Impressed with the instant performance and easy
install,...recommend to anyone that wants instant horse- T
power al a reasonable price.”- Joe 0. (Wilmington, OF) ISR

| NIOrZ
Create true harmony between your
engine and its performance. The
new DiabloSport In-Tune [efs you
orchestrate the perfect composition
for power. Boasts a full gig of flash

memory, USB/PCinterface, and m
aslick touch saeen, comlng

scover what happens when modem technology joins forces
m‘\: 5 L‘l "ll\j ne an ng_ View dazens of gauges

Nutl\,;lkrueo:u‘m pliution- contro fed vehides in the State of (2

"Race Proven. Street Legal.” | ngh-FIow E)d1aust Systems

Hawk Performance’s leading-edge brake fric
tion technology is prover ere-
du[y aerospace, mili
fleet, motorsports and pe
application
with Hawk
our complete selection of Hawk aads call or visit Exhaust Tips
www.AutoAnything.com/Hawk e, Mufflers...
Catalytic Converters
Headers.............

Make the hair
time you tur 'L:[[I'T‘ eanau< r
boss sound highly on the seat l‘f
your-pants meter. Check out our full line of prod-
ucts to make your ride rumble from headers to tips.

,...‘“" §34%
From sﬁg]}
Skt To

HPS (High-Performance Street) ... ™™ §48%
PC (Performance Cerami) .......... % $55%
LTS (Light Truck & SLV i ."“‘" il

SD (Superduty - Great for Towing).. ™ $60% %
W R R R EEEEEEEEEE R e

SAVE $3¢0 | 2886865869 ww.AutoAnything.com

Free Shipping to Continental US only. No APO/POs. Truck, oversized & select shipments —— m
g o PayFal
excluded, Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices subject to change. =) - ! } m A AT

Some restrictions apply - See site for complete details
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[ | v Award Winning Service Since 1979
m ¥ 1-Year Lower Price Guarantee
No Minimum Purchase — No Hidden Fees ¥ Hassle-Free Returns

Custom Flodr Mats'&lliingts JE

" m 3 ] From S From!
Custom 571 95 Custom . 9 95 Custom L) 395 Custom Carpet 58295
All-Weather Liners o | Rubber Mats {4 Emhrmdered &Plain

Finding the Perfect Floor _' e —) —n
Mat or Liner is Simple! g

e @

Simply select your year, make and model, and view our huge
selection of mats and liners that are available for your vehicle.

Alvethrand bt avalableinbock, ey &, L L ] 4 [ e also cany Custom Mats and ..'

[dr st avalable in 50+ colors. See stefor complete selection. == Liners for.your:Trunkor,Cargo area!

Custom Seat Covers ' Custom Car Covers

Nrap your ride’s seats in the smoothest pattems on the road. | AutoAnything sells more custom-fit car covers online than anybody! We carry tailored protection for your
Whether you'e looking to protect pristine seats or coverup thekind | vehicle that blocks dust, sap, sun and much more. Pamnerynur pamtanc pi °ser\r° your resale value with
that have seen serious use and abuse, we've got what you'e after. | a custom cover today. Call orvisit www.AutoAnything.com/car-covers

Call orvisit www,AutoAnything.¢ - .,
: _ . 0 F ] ﬂvailableéﬂpi‘:gms,lﬂl : 5‘_5%51

of Colors

Total Weather Protection
Protect your finish from foul weather,
harsh sunlight, pallutants and dust

Microsuede From $139% (amo From $139%  Saddle Blanket from $139%  Velour From $139%

Custom-Fit Sun Shades AVS Window Deflectors 2 AVS Bugflector |l

Custom Car Bras
Dress up your vehide and protect your "font-end | Protect your dash from cracks, warps and other Keep your windows partially open on those rainy days The Bugflector I offers sleek, complementary beauty,

investment” from the ravages of oad debris.

888.686.5869 www.AutoAnything.com * 'c'lis'éf('éﬁ?fﬁé's'i\?fﬁ'

unsightly damage caused by the sun. | without your interior getting drenched. functional protection and a simphe, brilliant installation.

Free Shipping to Continental US only. No APO/POs. Truck, oversized & select shipments ——— o
. L W - PavPal
excluded. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices subject to change. u ~ El w "

ormore, Use Code: RTS0
apply completéd

Phone Sales Hours: (PST) Mon-Thur 5:30am-8pm - Fri 5:30am-5pm — Sat 6am-5pm - Sun 6am-7pm -
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GO TO WWW.ROCKAUTO.COM ROCKAUTO,LLC (EST. 1999) H :-

— ROCKAUTOD.COM —

ALL THE PARIS YOURCAR WILLEVERNEED

2010 Fall Benefit Car Raffle

ENTER TODAY - Win this week!

Grand Prize Drawing — November 12, 2010

Winner's Choice of:
335is Convertible M3 Coupe 550i Sedan * or $40,000!

Tickets are only $100 each
Only 1500 tickets available

Bonus drawings every
Tuesday and Friday beginning
Friday, August 27, 2010 —
Tuesday, November 9, 2010

BMW M3 Coupe

Grand Prize Drawing
will be held on

alPpN

- BMW 335is Convertibl
- . Friday, November 12, 2010.
All drawings take place
BMW 550i Sedan ) at 4:15pm EST
THE [\ V\/STORE —
For more information
How to Enter [CALL TOLL-FREE TODAY
* Visit LADD's website to read complete raffle rules, download
an official entry form or make a secure purchase online 1 '877' 861 e 5233
www.laddinc.org Ticket purchases benefit Living Arrangements
¢ Call the toll-free number 1-877-861-5233, and purchase with a n::l t:’:r?wglu?mma"v Dlsabhd ELAD[J)J N
credit card Monday through Friday, 8:00am to 5:00pm EST 3 0 T

through education to |nd|v|dua|s wllh
developmental disabilities in our community.

| a d LADD, Inc. is located at 3603 Victory Parkway, Cincinnati, OH 45229
Contact: Debbie Baker, Director Development at 513.487.3911 or dbaker@laddinc.org

According to the Internal Revenue Code. amounts paid for chances to participate in a raffle do not qualify as charitable contributi

KINEKT GEAR RING

A \Hey CINEXT

— T
\ 3

I'I'l(l\-’illg gears you can wear
watch the video 1-888-600-8404
www.kinektdesign.com

KEYLESS REMOTE COVERS

OVER 35 STYLES AVAILABLE!

Ford GM Dodge Chrysler Jeep Toyota Scion
Lexus Honda Nissan Infiniti BMW

@

These strong durable silicone rubber covers
s{mp.'y slide over your factory remote for
g protection and dd "styfe

aler C
lggulries ”'SB 99 =

WWW. thejacketstore.com
Ebay Store: www.keyfobremotecover.com
1.866.259.0877
THEJACKETSTORE.COM, LLC &

VIAGRA

Cialiss LEVITRA

and more qualily, FDA-approved medications.

e Tﬂﬂmﬁ ". g
YEA &

Se habla espariol

WIAMEDI(

WWWiviamedicicom
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RS/FOX-3:5149" ey

SCAN AND RESET *REAL" BMW
ENGINE CODES! RESET DASH
LIGHTS SUCH AS SERVICE ENGINE
/CHECK-ENGINE, PLUS OILSER-

[ RASHC AW UL/ MAINT RESET T0OL 87,99 S49.95)
VICE & INSPECTION. TOOLS
AVAILABLE 87-06. INCLUDES

EEEEE 1231-6861

COOPER VERSION I5 5129.99)  Pe 4D8-;

Limited lifetime warranty

Classic Auto Furniture

Distinctive Furniture
BMW & Mercedes
978-656-8413

ClassicAutoFurniture.com

HONDA
MAGAUTO.com

Factory Parts @
Wholesale
Prices

1-800-531-2756
M-F 8-5 EST.

MERCEDES® PARTS
& ACCESSORIES

818-342-6033

THE PLACE TO BUY...

SPECIAL OFFER! FREE 6 MONTHS SUPPLY! 100% MONEY BACK GUARANTEE!

PERMANENT BIGGER SIZE!

LONGER, THICKER, FIRMER

Doctor Approved Pro+Plus Pills. The World’s Largest Selling
Penis Enlargement Pills with Over 35 Years Experience.

FEATURED ON 20/20 TELEVISION. SIZE MATTERS. LENGTH AND
GIRTH ARE IMPORTANT. LARGER IS MORE DESIRABLE.

Penis Enlargement Up To 5 Inches And

50% Gain In Width In 60 Days Or Less.

YOU CAN HAVE THE SIZE YOU ALWAYS WANTED.
You will have an amazing increase in length and thickness. Your sex partner will
see and feel how thick, long and hard you are. You are much larger now and you
will penetrate the most sensitive areas of every woman. These sensations will
give her multiple orgasms and give you the confidence of being a better lover.

WE GUARANTEE PERMANENT ENLARGEMENT PRO+PLUS PILLS outperforms all other brands pills and
ONLY WITH PRO+PLUS PILLS. creams. Compare the results from our consumer survey.

The exclusive ingredients of PRO+PLUS PILLS not found 5 Inches Shne
in other brands makes it possible for you to maintain your i
enlargement PERMANENTLY. Your new larger size can be  4inches 4 Inches
a part of you forever. Continue to take PRO+PLUS PILLS
to reach your maximum petential and maintain your sexual
stamina and performance.

INCREASES SIZE, STRONGER ERECTIONS AND
MAINTAINS YOUR SEXUAL VIRILITY.
PRO+PLUS PILLS are a natural, non-prescription herbal

Dr. Bross ™
Aduanced fo L

Advanced Formula

3lnches Original Formula 5 jnehas

2 Inches 2Inches

1 Inch
Other Brands

240 Days 3

30 Days 60 Days
?A‘Li%‘?n”_‘ﬁﬁ”.}'n‘:{;?:'iﬁi‘ii i.‘f%é”ﬂ:ﬁ%ﬁl‘:}i?é tresswom OREDIT CARD ORDERS TOLL FREE ANYTIME
o st PROCPLUS PiLLe bocnie o sovam 1-806-765-PILL (7455) FAX 1-818-345-4643

60 Days

NLINE www.avidpromedical.com
www.proplusmedical.com

______________________

I'm 8 inches and much thicker. My girl friend wants it allthe | SEND ORDER FORM AND PAYMENT TO:
time. She doesn’t know how | did it—L.D. Nevada | AVID PRO MEDICAL dept. 010R6A
| have always been considered small, 4 inches. My enlargement
now is B inches from the Advanced Formula.—T.C. lllinois : 3::;:::;;;‘:;::”E?II:{WC;O;‘ CA614
oll Free Anytime
Quick ﬁBSORPTIOLR";kETAnCCTT!IgE RAPID RELEASE ! 1-866-765-PILL(7455) or FAX 1-818-345-4643
1 Phone & Credit Card Orders specify PRODUCTS AND DEPT. (shown above,

I
1
1
1
|
WHICH FORMULA IS BEST FOR YOU? | Riext to company name) :
1
I
1
1
1
I

energy, stamina and endurance. Never go soft again and you
will stop premature ejaculations.

LETTERS FROM SATISFIED CUSTOMERS.

PRO+PLUS PILLS ADVANCED FORMULA O Check O MoneyOrder O Cash O Visa O MasterCard

Qur exclusive advanced formula for men with a form of [JAmerican Express [ Discover

HYPOSPADIAS or small penis since they were young. Size !

now is less than 6 inches and need a gu tee of act ted !

enlargement to reach a much larger size. Can also be used| CREDIT CARD NO.

by men larger than 6 inches and need guaranteed maximum |

enlargement. |

;EO;PLL&S_PITLLS ORFEINAL FDHSMUIFIA 5 7 EXPIRES: Month/Year
is formula is for men who are now 6 inches or more and wan | ofcard or 4-digits on fiont of American Expiesq

to be guaranteed maximum enlargement. : DR. BROSS PRO-+PLUS FORMULAS l
WHAT WILL PRO+PLUS PILLS DO FOR VOU?I 30 Days Supply Plus 30 Days Supply Free 5 Total 60 days supply

CVS CODE 3-digit Security Code found on backi

* Alonger, thicker penis enlargement up to 5 inches or 1 Advanced $60.00 $ Original $50.00 .
more and width up to 50%.
i . . I @DaysSupply Plus 60 Days Supply Free ) Total 120 days supply
* Erections when you want them. Firmer, bigger |7 Advanced$110.00 $_____ [ Original $90.00 §____|

erections every time. 1 120 Days Supply Plus 120 Days Supply Free Total 240 days supply

* A longer and thicker penis even when you are not j | ' Advanced $160.00 $__ [ Original $13000 §__
Iharlt(i. I ecau5ﬁ (tjhere is more blood flow, your penis | 180 Days Supply Plus 180 Days Supply Free_Total 360 days supply
00Ks larger all aay. 117 Advanced $210.00 § Original $170.00 §

* Enjoy powerful, intense orgasms. | SUPER FORMULAS ONLY $25.00 EACH OR SELECT ONE FREE

* Reduce recovery time between sexual intervals. ! WITHANY PRO+PLUS ORDER
v ) ) | Select Any THREE FREE With a 240 Days Supply PRO+-PLUS PILLS.
+ Permanent results if taken continuously for 3 10 4 | elect Any SIX FREE With a 360 Days Supply PRO+PLUS PILLS.
months and followed by a maintenance program. | Please specify Quantities

MORE DOCTOR APPROVED SUPER FORMULAS 1 SexcterTobxcte __Women __Men... FREE___ 5
SPECIAL OFFER! ONLY $25.00 EACH | — Attract-A-Mate: Atract Wamen -FREE__ %
OR FREE WITH ORDER OF PRO+PLUS. | — Attract-A-Mate : AttractMen ..............FREE____§
SEXCITER FOR WOMEN MAKES WOMEN BEG YOU FOR SEX! | TOTAL PURCHASE: 5

Can be taken by mouth or put in any liguid without CA Residents add 9.75% salestan: .. ...oooiiiiiiiniiinnnns 5 §
detection, but you should get her permission, She will Shipping, Rush Service and Insurance $20.00 VALUE ONLY . $ 12.00
become wild, untamed and desire to have sex with you. TOTAL ENCLOSED OR CHARGED: . ...\ oovooeensenonn, 5

SEXCITER FOR WOMEN includes special ingredients
designed to quickly speed up her desire for sex,

Qur SEXCITER FOR MEN increases the male sex drive,
SEXCITER TO EXCITE WOMEMN: 130 doses.

SEXCITER TO EXCITE MEN: 130 doses. | SIGNATURE (I am over 18 years old)

SEXUALLY ATTRACT WOMEN INSTANTLY WITH I
AT T-A-MATE!

! Orders discreetly shipped with UPS or Priority Mail.
| Foreign Orders — Money Order in U.S. Funds Only. Add $10.00 S&H.
[}

1 NAME (print)
Used like cologne or after-shave the Pheromone
fragrance drives women to you and makes you irresistil I
You will ignite her wildest sexual desires. Other men will envy | ADDRESS

your power. You will be amazed how beautiful women will

<ONLINE CATALOG
-CLOSEOUTS

SIGNATURE LINE"™
ACCESSORIES

BCOITIE & desire to have sex with you. I
ATTRACT-A-MATE : To attract women. 40 applications | CITY/STATE/ZIP
ATTRACT-A-MATE: To attract men, 40 applications

Reg. 549.95 NOW ONLY $25.00 each

1 Email joptional)

=
AVID PRO MEDICAL, Box 1835, Horth Hollywood, CA 99614 » Toll Free 24 hs 1-B56-T65-T455 « Fax 1-818-345-4643 .1 order ly 1-B18-344- 7404 Ahternase webnite to order
The noth v, thee FOA. This prod diagnese, treat, cure of peevent any disease. Copyright © 1956 Avid Pro Medical

vary. These



The Stable, Ltd.

THOROUGHBRED MOTORCARS

SINCE 1973
217 Main Street, Gladstone, NJ 07934
Sales: 908-234-2055 Service: 908-234-1755
Storage: 908-234-2595 Fax: 908-781-2599
www.stableltd.com

1950 JAGUAR MK V 3-POSITION DROP-HEAD
COUPE

Few American-side drive versions built, even
fewer with larger 3.5 litre, 6-cyl. engine & still
fewer exist today. Fully restored, finished cream w/
green leather, tan convert. top, walnut fascia/trim.
4-spd manual trans., chrome landau irons, Lucas
driving lamps & orig. manuals/tools. $110,000.

2005 BENTLEY CONTINENTAL GT COUPE
S Ned

Successful styling departure for Bentley. 4-passenger
super coupe w/potent 552 hp., 4-cam, twin-turbo
engine, 6-spd automatic transmission & 4-wheel
drive. Local car in Silver w/Basalt black leather &
dark polished walnut cabin trim, near-new condition
with all orig. manuals/tools. 24,234 miles. $82,000.

1957 MERCEDES-BENL 2205 CABRIOLET

Elegant post-war Mercedes-Benz, beautiful 4-pas-
senger, 2-door convertible in black w/dark red leather,
black top, dark red boot & polished walnut fascia/trim.
Orig. 6-cylinder engine w/4-speed manual transmis-
sion, orig. Blaupunkt AM-FM radio, etc. 79,646 miles,
Just traded 1951 3008 roadster. $120,000.

1946 CHEVROLET STAKE-BODY TRUCK

- -
Restored/modified 1999 (all records present), driven just
4,285 mi. since. Chevy 350 V-8 w/5-spd manual trans.,
rack-&-pinion steering, front power disc brakes, modem
alternator w/complete new wiring harness efc. Appears
completely stock w running boards, crank-out wind-
shield, twin grill front end, ete. Fabulous drive! $25,000.

47 GREAT CARS IN STOCK

Rossion @1, 1 of only 4 cars per month allocated to the USA. Featured in the
January 2010 issue of Road & Track, Cover Robb Report and Speed Channel
Supercars Exposed. Road & Track January test numbers

. The Bespoke handbuilt Supercar at a
Sports car price. Learn more at rossioncars.com or call 1-954-788-1001 ext. 103.

A Perfect Fit Because They're

Custom Cut CALLING ALL CARS

Luxury, Sport, Classic Autos and
High-End RV's for-sale-by-owner.
Buyers/Sellers 1-800-546-8457.

www.cacars.com

ot ¥ 33422
1 800 350-5337 Wooddash

The Guild of Automotive Restorers

From painting and coach building to electrical and upholstery,
here at the Guild, we do it all. No job is too small or too big - as
one of North America's largest restoration facilities, we can handle

any project. wﬁeuwﬂr
Call us for any of your

restoration needs...We look

forward to speaking to you.

Lkt

44 Bridge St., Bradford, Ontario, Canada Tel: 905-775-0499

email: cars@guildclassiccars.com www.guildclassiccars.com




B THE FINISH LINE

Custom Patterned Protection | ' 1]\|3¥\:}

The Best indoor and outdoor performance ST R U N G
fabrics for your vehicle cover ONE PART

A SEEESS SErT AT TN
Evm.u:mom Iz orenszrd

+ Covering your vehicle takes less than a minute and protects BOTH the exterior and interior.

* We offer a wide selection of performance fabrics to meet your specific protection needs.

» Over 80,000 custom patterns assure the perfect fit for your car, pickup or SUV.

= We also custom make covers using your supplied measurements (and our pattern sheet).
* The fabrication is done here in the USA and normal delivery is 10 to 14 days.

QLOBAL www.globalcarstuff.com

A(CESSQEIES ne 1-800-950-9502

'What's, your; favorite| color?

DRAWING DECEMBER 18, 2010 \
$100.00 per Ticket » Only 1,200 Tickets Available!

FEAT of Louisville is offering you the chance F EAT
: fLOUISVILLE

to build your very own 2011 Porsche Boxster. i

5 for EFFECTIVE AUTTSM TREATMENT

Order tickets online at www.featoflouisville.org
or call FEAT of Louisville at 502.596.1258
A proceeds go to fund programs run by FEAT of Lovisville. Raffie is a 50,50 split until 700 tickets are sold. Winner need not be present to win, Must be 18

years old. Tax, tile and delvery extra. See website for complete rules. FEAT of Louisville is a non-profit organization of parents and professionals dedicated
to ensuring that all ndividuals with autism have the opportunity to reach their full potential through al forms of effective interventions.

| 7O6/632.:6182 LAMIN-X.COM




MY WIFE BEGOMES

RAVENOUS WHEN
| WEAR ATHENA'S 10X

“I eamed my PhD in physics and taught college

for 27 years. After | retired from University life |

took a job teaching high school. The

interesting thing is that, just after

| began using the 10X at the

school-which had 36 women

teachers—| was called into the

principal's office. She said, ‘You

are affecting the women

teachers. There is something

about you that affects

them. Can you tone it

down?’ It also did not

hurt the attention my

wife gave me. She

has become raven-

ous. Normally, | am

not attacked in

trains and eleva-

tors, but she has

been AT me and |

(Actual testimonial am enjoying it
received 10/20/03) enormousiy.”

ATHENA PHEROMONE 10x
unscented aﬂer_shaue / cologne additive

RAISE e OCTANE
ot your AFTERSHAVE

10X is designed to enhance your sex-
appeal. Vial of 1/6 oz. when added fo 2 to
3 oz. of your aftershave or cologne lasts 4
to 6 mos., or use straight. Contains syn-
thesized human sex pheromones.
Not guaranteed to work for all, since body
chemistries differ, but will work for most.
Cosmetics not aphrodisiacs.
Dr. Cutler is a biologist
and President of Athena
Institute, co-discoverer
of pheromones in hu-
mans in 1986 (7ime
12/1/86; Newsweek
1/12/87). Ph.D. from U.

of Penn, post-doc
Stanford, authored 35+
Dr. Winniggdutier | ocientific papers, 6

books, and wrote the pheromone chapter
in a medical textbook.
www.athenainstitute.com
Call 610-827-2200 - Order onfine - Not sold in steres
Or mail to: Athena Institute, Dept RTjo,
1211 Braefield Rd. Chester Springs, PA 19425
Please send me

and empty blue bottle (20z screw cap) @8$5.00
fora*total  by: 1 money order, O check
1 Visa, M/C, DS - - -

Brakewarehouse. com
CARBON z BRAKES

High Carbon Premium Cast Rotors
Limited Lifetime Warranty

1 800214 4034

CﬂuPERS..remanufacrured powder coated, upgrades.
SS Brake lines, ABS parts
PADS..high performance. severe duty. ceramic, carbon fiber, kevliar,
low noise, low dusting
ROTORS..standard, premium, high performance, crvo-treated,
drilled, slotted, drilled and slorted, diamond slofted
www,brakewarehouse.com www.carbonzbrakes.com

Your One Stop For Brake Parfs on the Web!!

gy g oy
L L L

Thong

£

vials of 10X for men @899.50
and/or vials Athena 10:13 for Women @ $98.50

Exp. Cwv: Sign:
to: Name

Address

City/State zip

Tel: email
*PA add 6% lax, Canada add US$7.50 per vial Foreign call

Wheel Collision Center

Excellence in Wheel Repair/Sales
7286 Fenn Drive = Bath, PA 18014

Patent assures 100% WHEEL INTEGRITY
STOCKING THOUSANDS OF REFINISHED WHEELS

receive

a catalog visit « From Is‘:'swheel Straighten, Weld, Polish,

PrevailSport.com, « Sales/Exchange Paint, Powléelrcoal &

call 1-800-316-5136 £1 CATALOG! | Cleercost
or mail $3 to NEW 2010 DMLINE WH&

b

ALLOY WHEEL REPAIR, REFINISHING & SALES

= SUPERIOR WORKMANSHIP  » GUARANTEED
= TESTED PROCESS = LIFETIME WARRANTY!

www.wheelcollision.com
1-800-292-RIMS (7467)

Prevail Sport - RT87
PO Box 93099
Atlanta, GA 30377
add $1 to have catalog
sent in an envelope.

prevailsport.co

free shipping most orders 150+
free 132-page catalog

i . BAVARIAN
autosport

Parts, accessories & knowledge since 1974

800.535.2002 - www.BavAuto.com




B THE FINISH LINE

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS

Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices

FAGT“RY DIREcT ‘J We Have 10 Million Satisfied Customers LIFETIME WARRANTY
¥ We Buy Factory Direct and Pass the SAVINGS on to YOU! ~ — ®maswes
To Yﬂ“! v Shop & Compare Our Quality Brands Against Other National Brands
How does Harbor Freight Tools sell | ¥ Thousands of People Switch to Harbor Freight Tools Every Day!
high qqalilg tools at such ridiculously +/ NO HASSLE RETURN POLICY + Family Owned & Operated
ow prices? Wo buy diract from the \We Wil Beat Any Competitor's Price Within 1 Year Of Purchase!

factories who also supply the major

brands and sell direct to you. It’s just '

that simple! Come see for yourself at | [ SIURY (S (0T Shop Online at

one of our 330 STORES NATIONWIDE and Store Locator: 1-800-657-8001 HarborFreight.com
use this 20% OFF Coupon on any of our
7,000 products. We stock Automotive
products, Shop Equipment, Hand Tools,

1

|

Tarps, Compressors, Air & Power Tools, ‘ any A

Material Handling, Woodworking Tools, Sr!rNE[lil:l.'E I

Weldeﬁl‘s, TlJOltB{Ixes, Uuldo;l‘ Ell I.lipmeﬂl, 1 ]L_lse';hs :nuE:n o sl;.resz;% ?nq any ar;snggle item purchasedghen you shop at a HarhorcFrelngI 1

bols store, Cannot be v \v rly other discount or coupan. One cougon per customer. Coupon

eneraors angmushmor. | | = e aeens s (INNLNIMOMBVANINIY |
HOBODY BEATS 0UR OUAI.ITY cannol be bought, sold, or trans erren Original coupon must be presented in siore in order 1o 91177014

3 Lrew_vﬂhe_aﬂerﬁ»ta@bé.l&usfeh_pmﬂu_:ts are excluded fmﬂlnnsiﬁer Vald 1hr_m|y-|1_’.-"1 L s -_ _______ 3

SERVICE AND PRICE! Get More Coupons at HarborFreught com/roadandtrack

i e e { - TN TS - Y= e e s

3000 LB. CAPACITY -:

CENTRAL PNEUMATIC®

2 HP, 8 GALLON ' &S

> LIGHTWEIGHT ALUMINUM
115 PSI PORTABLE B
AIR COMPRESSOR |

RACING JACK
Us. ‘“m LOT NO. 91039/67408
LOT NO. 95386/40400/67501 ||

$8999 B "$5999 SAVE s, |

5135 sg |l REG. PRICE $99.99 shown

9533& HﬂRBOR FF!EIGH'IIr ‘IOOLS LIMIT 1
HARBOR FHEIGHT TOI]LS LIMIT 1 shown Tnsni able cowpon is good anywhere
Thig valuable coupon iz good anywhere you shop

1 TIJH[:APABITY
FOLDABLE'
SHOP CRANE!

LOT NO. 93840| |

shop
Harber Freight Tooks. Cowpon not walid on prior purchases.
r Freight Tools. I:uupnnnnlralldnnnnnrpinlam Ewnun ﬂmul be bowghl, sadd, or lranslered.  Original coupon

Cowpon cannol be bought. sold, or irassferred. Original coupen musd be precented in slore, ullﬁ resenled In store, wilh your calalog order lorm or

s vE |HBLUDES I L your cataleg order farm or enterad aaline in nrﬂur Io recame the offer. alid theough lﬂ.’“ anl:ru onllnn im order 1o receive fhe offer.  Valid through 171,

o SAVE
I REG.
SAVE /WA R S‘WE LR |||I||M|ﬂl|||||||ll| ! phicE AL BRI
---- $34.99

4' % ’T‘..“..“r'.’ﬁ.’.%!’.’éu‘.,'ﬂﬁﬂn‘;'??,ﬁ..}m'g'..nl I [ “*“D“ F“E'GHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 I HnRBﬂR FHEmHT Tunls LIMIT 1
Harbor Freight Tools. Coupen net valid om prior purchases, This valuable cosgen ks good anywhere you shop Harker Freight Toaks. Coupon not valid on prier j , This valuable coupon is good asywhere you shop Harbor Freight Toots. Cospen not valid en prior
Coapoa cannol be bought, 5044, or transfemed. Original coapon must be presented in sore, with I l purchases. Coupon cani nnl be baught, sald, er frassierred. Original coupan must be presented in store, ” purchases. Coopon cannel be bowght, sedd, or transtesred. Original coupon must be presenbed in shor, |
yeu! calalog erder form or entsred onlise in order 1o recaive e offer. Valld through ||'7|'“ llﬂl your catalog order farm or enlered eadine in order Lo receive the offer. Valid thresgh I."l.ﬂl MJ! your catslog erder form or entered online s erder lo receive the oiler. Valid Brough mrn
L

I
|[IIIIIIII|||I|IlIIIﬁIHHIIIIIﬂ1|II ————————————————————
e ioos et OO0 NOCHAR, 10/2/55 AMP, 6/12 VOLT g 12 YOIT,
GHT TOOLS - - f | 3
e et B o, e Bnggq,,gggggfggl RSN 0 o MAGNETIC,
L‘ ﬂlrﬂ_nﬂ n_ nrﬂren_r nl!l HII_U ﬂ:l!l\'!_ 1 al _rnun_ 1 - 9“13
—————————— — |
- OSCILLATING,, e LIGHT KIT
torwo. &35 MULTIFUNCTION, $2599, $ 99,
POWER TI]I]L Jr i g -
$ 99 " SAVE : REG. PRICE $29. 99
: = 34 " LARR IIIIII]J,I.;I||I|I|I||I1|||| SAVE i ' 66% <= I ||||||ﬂ|||||||||||||||1
E REG. PRlBE “ﬁﬁﬁgﬁgﬁgﬁﬁ{‘:L{Eg"fmn'}'mu / o HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - I.IMIT1
| E 35 Harbor Freight Toals. Coupen not valid on prior parchases, |l Thiz valuable coupon is pood amywhere you sheg Harbor Freight Tools. Cespan nat valid en u!lnrl
[ cannol be bought, sold, o Irassferred. Original coupen must be pressnbed in slore, with purchases. Coupon cannel be bowght, sold, or transterred. Original coupon must be presenbed in store,
I CH[(EUAG',NO‘ ! I ?D:uﬂl:ﬂﬂiw:enzﬂ MIJ_M Inf!r W_I‘!ulihﬂer Elﬂ TIH Eﬂl Lnim_wur u_lllo"u-ﬂer 12 orlﬂnﬂﬂl ne:llﬂﬂn mcilve IhLoﬂer_‘llallﬂ:ullIhl?fl\J
: .’ ‘ , ST . FlECTnic D] | LOT NO. 239 1/2" DRWE
! t ! 17 DIFFERENT ATTACHMENTS ‘B k] 90 AMP FLUX . TORGUE WREHGHI
' iz AVAILABLE IN OUR STORES! ! i ot71 WIRE WELDER o )I
| " h shown  LOT NO. 93371!54055 IS lﬂsbur h |
| |L_ I $8999 1 $999 ==y  ACCURACY |
| M%Pu nmwu.L chulsl"llc r.rumun Fl.nmms | I 'l"l‘p‘;‘”’f WITHIN tﬁ%
I
|
I

SAVE 80% TODAY — SHOP ONLINE at HarborFreight.com
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Automotive Accessories

FloorLiner™ is made from a Sturdy All-Weather Floor Mats
High-Density Tri-Extruded Material and is = for Virtually Any Car, Pickup,
Digitally Measured to Perfectly Fit Your SUV or Minivan! Available in
Vehicle! Available in Black, Tan or Gray for Black, Tan or Gray.

Popular Cars, Trucks, SUVs and Minivans.

They just
snap right in!

Side Window Deflectors for Virtually any Car,
Pickup, SUV or Minivan! No Exterior Tape Needed.
Cargo-Trunk Liner is Computer Designed Protection for Cars, Also Available in Dark Tint.
SUVs and Minivans. Available in Black, Tan or Gray.

e Everything at AUTOMOTIVE
] er"l'ech com PRODUCTS LIMITED
-
2435 Wisconsin Street « Downers Grove, IL 60515 80'0 44 1 6287 Specialists in Original Equipment and
ﬂ - - Aftermarket Automotive Accessories

Canadian Cusfomers: www. WeatherTech.ca "" N & W @2010 MacNeil Automotive Products Limited




Sarjo’s Fastener
Warehouse

MAGAUTO.com
Cheapest Toyota

parts online!
Mechanicsville Toyota

1-800-338-5538
M-F 8-5 EST.

Rings Pins Washers

Millions of Fasteners in Stock
Huge Selection of Assortments

| love a hard brake pedal.
Bleed Brakes Like the Pros in minutes.

* Easy to use power bleeder

» Takes just one person

» Save hundreds, do it yourself

* Available for most cars and trucks

STARTING AT

. PropucT® ‘

New demo video:

= BEST PRICES = LARGEST SELECTION
* GUARANTEED FITMENT
= MOST KNOWLEDGEABLE REPS

BRAKEWORLD COM

T[’\e | in performance drilled & slotted rotors!

Shop online 24/7 @ www.brakeworld.com |

Toll Free: 866-272-5396

Fast, Simple, Dramatic Paint Chip Repairs...
with NO PAINT BLOBS!

* All OEM Factory Match Colors * Permanent Repairs
* No Clear Coat Needed * The Cure for Road Rash

Qur proprietary paint and blending solution
allow professional repairs in minutes, not hours!

Rated #1 by The Wall 5t. Journal among
do-it-yourself paint repair products -2/14/08

g 3 kit sizes: $39 % $49* 559

DR.COL@RCHIP

AUTOMOTIVE PAINT CHIP REFAIR SYSTEMS

Order Your Kit Today!
Drcolorchip.com (866) 372- 2548

ADVERTISEMENT

MAKE ROOM

IN YOUR
GARAGE!

Get a digital subscription
or back issues of

ROAD & TRACK

and save space!

With digital issues of ROAD & TRACK,
all your old favorites are conveniently
stored online and on your computer, so
you can easily flip through back issues
and search articles, any time, anywhere.
No mess, no clutter, just more space for
you and your car.

Visit Zinio to get your digital copies today:
www.zinio.com/rt-issues
(Issues available: 2005-present)

> . .
211110

Be Well Read



BY FRANK ANSLEY & JOE TROISE

Road & Track® is a registered trademark of Hachette Filipacchi Media U.S., Inc. Copyright © 2010 SUBSCRIPTIONS: LU.S. and possessions: $13.000one year, Canada: $29.94/one year (includes 5% GST),
REPRINTS: Far information on reprints and eprints, please contact Brian Kolb at Wright's Media, Foreign: $29.94/one year.

877-652-5295 or bkolb@wrightsmedia.com. BACK ISSUES: To order back issues within the past two years, please go to Backissues.roadandtrack.com.
EDITORIAL AND PRODUCTION OFFICES located at 1499 Monrovia Ave., Newport Beach, Calif. 92663, For digital back issues, please go to www.zinio.com/rt-issues.

Oeccasionally we share our information with ather reputable companies whose products and services

might interest you. If you prefer not to participate in this opportunity, please call the following number

and indicate that to the operator: (386) 597-4375.

CANADIAN IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT: Publications Mail Agreement No. 40052054, Canadian Registration Number 126018209RT0001.
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to: P.O. Bax 503, RPO West Beaver Creek, Richmond Hill, ON L4B 4R6, Canada. Email: roadandtrack@emailcustomerservice.com

www.roadandtrack.com
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- NEXT-GENERATION PENNZOIL:
TURNS YOUR ENGINE INTO A SELF-CLEANING ENGINE.

NOW CLEANS OUT UP TO 40% OF SLUDGE IN THE FIRST OIL CHANGE?




AnIDGESTONE

:

]

BH UP T[I on an American Express® branded prepaid reward card by mail
when you buy a set of four eligible’ Bridgestone Dueler tires.

Offer valid Sept. 2 through Oct. 2, 2010. For the nearest Bridgestone retailer, call 1-877-TIRE USA. In Canada, call 1-866-9 GO TIRE.

*Rexward Card can be used virtually anywhere American Express® Cards are welcome in the U.S. and Canada as detailed at www.rewardeamer.com/bridgestone; valid for up to 6 manths; not redeemable for cash.
Card issued in the name submitted on official claim form; cannot be issued to minors; not transferrable. Usage restrictions, quidelines, terms and conditions apply. Card issued by InteliSpend Prepaid Solutions, LLC.
. i

Tires must be purchased from a participating Bridgestone retailer’s inventory between Sept. 2 and Oct. 2, 2010. Mail-in claim form required. Certain restrictions and limitations apply. See your participating
Bridgestone retailer for complete details. Offer excludes Costco purchases.

For drivers who want to get the most out of their cars,

IT'S BRIDGESTONE
OR NOTHING.

PASSION
for EXCELLENCE
bridgestonetire.com tiresafety.com
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