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Al the British  Aviation
Presarvation Cauncil (BAPC)
meating held at the Newark Air
Museum on May 3, the MNational
Aviation Heritage Committee,
formad in 1996 by the BAPC and
chaired by John Berkelay, ssuad
one of the most important
documenis aver to be produced
i the UK n respact of our aviation
heritage. The ‘Mational Aviation
Haritage Register’ lists tha
presarvad alrframas hald in
musaums and collections in tha
LIK - nothing new thera, vou may
think, surehy this kind of information
15 avallable from olher sources
such as Ken Ellis's excellant
"Wrecks & Ralics' volumes.
Howawer, the impofance of this
docurmen is wall summansad in
John Berkeley's introduction 1o the
Reqister, in which he outlines its
thrae key purposes:

1. To promate improved
standards of conservation and
pratection for presenved aiframes,
taking into account thelr naticnal
signihicance

2. To provide an authoritative
sourca of iInforrnaton on presered
girframes o assist funding
agencias to identify priorities for
presersation,

3, To establish baseline data by
which Improvements in the
conservalion and protection of
preserved airframes can be
monitored and reviewed against
the milestone targets in the
Mational Aviation Hertage Strategy

Asroplanas are, by their vary size
and nature, amongst the hardest
of artefacts 1o preserve but, to
quote John again, “Aviation is a
field in which Britain's world-class
achisvements are of special
impartance; our accumulated
aviation heritage is one of the
finest in the world, the result of a
unigue combination of national,
voluntary sector and private
Initiative, However, il is self-
ovidant that not evarydhing can, or
should be, preserved.” Thus this
document takes a hard look at the
currenl situation with such
‘presarved’ aircraft by looking at
such factars as their historical
significance, rarty, condition,
current level of cane (such aspects
as arng hey cutdoons or indoors)
and guality of corservation, Whils!
such work, and the advice that
goas with if, 5.0l inestimable
valua, without doubt ane of tha
major facets of this doocument is
that it is a national stralagy from
a well-respected national
orjanisation; as such its status is
recognised by bodies like the
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MNational Loftery and other funding
organisations. At a time whan
there is, saamingly, litle shorage
of monay for 'good causes’'
{although many would doubt tha
value of some of these 'good
causas'y, it is vital that aviation
prasarvation Is in a position to
make suceassiul bids for funds -
the Mational Aviation Heritage
Register will be of enormous help
in this regard. Such funds are
faquired in arder o ensure the
long-term preservation of our
aviation hertage. Congratulations

displays, open cockpits, special
evenis, simulatora, ate, although
the costs are often high as such
aspecls as ‘health & satety’ are
avan more vigarously applied 1o
anything that the public can touch!
However, the growth of such
interactive displays must be
developed still further if museums
ara to compeie with other
aftractions. FlvPasl readers can
halp by making regular visits 1o
musaums in the LUK - and

ancouraging friends and relatives
to do the same.
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1o John and the Heritage
Committaa for the hard work that
has gone inte this first edition of
wihat is a world-eading document,
A simllar exercise has boen
undarway for soma while covering
aero engines - again an area of
technology whera Britain led the
world - and this too should soon
be in print.

An advance note for your dianes
- the next Mational Aviation
Herage Weak is scheduled for Apr
24-May 3, 15858 and will Inciude
even more avenis and activiies,
again supported by FlyPast

It was also pleasing to hear at
the BAPC meating thal many
aviation musaums are reporting
an ncrease in visitor numbears, a
trand thal s of vital importance as
part of the long-term future of
such museums. With an ever
Increasing number of recreational
attractions, mainky ame parks and
the like, most mussums ane facing
stiff competition for the visitor
gollar’ and they have to devise neny
ways of attracting the pubilic to their
gite; it is, of course, particulary
important to altract the younger
genarations and family audience
of, onceé again, the long-term
tuture will be in doubt. As many
funding agencies now require an
‘educational’ element to any bid
far funds, this has prompted
miuseums o ook al thair exhikits
and tha way thoy are prosented.
Thus, the growth of "hands-on'
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Seen in happier times the Daimler Benz E{}E.ﬁ. engin

Black Six accident report

S [ \
& does not seem 1o have been at fault during

the accident which befell Messerschmitt Bf 109G-2 G-USTV on October 12, 1937,

(FP - Steve Fletcher}

THE REPCHT INTO the accidant
invalving Messerschmitt BHOSG-2
G-USTV durirg the Autumn Airshow
al Duxiord on Cctober 12, 1997
was releasad by the Alr Accident
Investigation Branch (AAIB) an
May 12, As with the crash of the P-
38 Lightning in 19896 the
determinations of the board ware
alcled by video footage providod by
hoth professionals and the general
public who wilnessed the accient.

To surnmarise the seport . Almost
at the end of its routine the aircraft
was pulled up into a hatf cuban’ by
its pilot, Air Chiet Marshall Jehn
Allizon, when “a plume of while
vapour became apparent streaming
freen ther aircraft. A similar white rail
wias noted as the aircraft recoverned
to the upright attitude and postdive
'n' was appbed to pull cut of the dive
al the completion ol the manoere”
The pilot was immediately advised
of this by the Aercdrome Fligh
Information Service Officer (AFIS0),
which was acknowledged, and the
aurcral camied out 8 descending tum
away from the crowd and into & shor
right hared circut for a landing an the
grass 06 runway

"The piiot recalled that when the
aircrafl was inverted dunng tha
half cuban’ the cockpt Tilled with a
blug haze accompanied by the
srngll of hat oil. The propeller pitch
indicator was cycling rapidly back
and forth and whan the enging
was throttled back i1 was found to
run vary raughly but picked up i
poWwiEn Wias increased, thare was o
repaat of the amell ol hot ail”. The
pilat judgad that the most probatls
cause was an ol leak and with the

possibility of an imminent angine
sgizura alected to kand the aircraft
as quickly as possibla, Unforunatehy
the aircraft was still carmying excess
enargy and the short turn onto
finals meant that s airspeed was
higher than normal, howevear in ine
avent of an engine failure the poor
gliding capabilities of the Bf 103
necassiale koeping the airspeed (o
at least 200 kph 1o ensure sufficient
elevator suthorily for the kanding flare,
Consequantty tha aircrall touched
down approximataly hallway down
tho grass strgy a1 amund 220 kph with
30" of Hlap selected. Realising that
i was impossibla 1o stop in the
remaining distance the pilat elected
to maliman enough speed o clear
fhe M11 motorway at the eastern
gnd of the airlield and attempl &
landing in the field cpposite, his
bealiel that the engine was liable
io seize meant thatl no attempt to go
around was made. During this
period the magnetos wera turmned
oft and the aircraft was successfully
put down in the field, howewver, on
rurning off the grassed area and nto
a ploughed section the aircrall
nosed over and camea o rast
inverted.

"Extensive examination by the
AAIB, with the help of the engine
specialists of the Masserschmift
Restoration Group (MRG) has
lound nothing machanically wrong
with the arcraft. No contaminabon
of the aiframe by oil or coolant
was observed and Thera wana no
obvious leaks trom aithar system,
Dua 1o the cockpit Qauges reluming
to thoir at rest positions liftle could
be assumed fram them but "the

poaition of the radiator cooling flaps
rotary vahe handle was found clasa
to the automatic position, but not
actually in the ‘autom’ datent”
The Daimler Banz G05A engine
fitted to tha Bf 109 is liquid cooled.
this baing accomplishad by wo
radiators beneath the wing roots.
The airflow through the radiatons &
controtled by the intake fip and the
upper and lower radhator flaps,
these in turn are controlled by ihe
rotary selector valva in the cockgpat.
Fhe valve has four settings, auf
iMaps fully opean), zu (llaps fully
clasad), ruhe flaps hydrauhcally
locked at their current position)
and autom {automatic) - the latter
poston wollkd normally be selected
for a dispiay seguence, The autom
position allows “for automat
modulation ol the flap pasition
under the influence of a themostat”
bt with the valve aligned with the
‘autom’ legend and not actually in
thi autom detent the operation of
the automatic syslem could have
been saverely impaired. Should the
coolant become too hot then a
refiot valve operates al approcmalely
1 bar pressure and vents expanding
coolant through a small pipe ahead
of the starboard exhaust stubs,
The valve position &5 found after
lhe accident was aligned with the
autom kegend and not in the detent.
though it could have been knocked
there during the accidant or as he
pilot was released, but i it had
bean in this position throughout
the display then overheating could
have occurred. Video evidence
shows that the radiator flaps ware
in the closad postion or ear closed
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pasdtion hrowghout the display and
warg gehnilzly closed during the
landing, the venting of the white
vapour was almost certamniy causad
by @ shght ovaerheating which led 1o
ther rerlied vale operating towards tha
and of the routing

The report concluded with an
analysis of the accident."In wew
ol the Hindings &1 the detariad
axamination and the lack of positive
esvicence of a mechanical problem,
a sinp axamination of the engine was
not completed. Analysis of the
video recordings of the aircraft’s
display suggesléed that the
irtermitent white exhaust lrail
ccurred due 1o cootant dischame.
e video recordings also ndicate
that the radiator cooling flaps were
al the closed position from |List
affier star-up 1o whan the arcradt was
lined upon the runway, But that
thay appeared to be open dunng the
fake ol and mitial clhmb, However,
@5 Tar as couldl b seen INroughdd
moast of the display thesa cooling

S...NEWS...NEWS...NEWS...NEWS...NEWS...compiied by Robert Rudhall

The damage to Black 6 looks horrendous but now that the airframe has been examined it is nol as
bad as it might seem from photographs such as this. {Gavin Selwood)

lizps appeared 12 be near to the
closad posibon, there baing no
doubt thal both were Tully closad

bwi minutes aftar the cassalion of
the coolant discharge, In the
absence of cochng system leaks d
was considerad pozsibla thal the
prassure relel valve had cpenad,
undears tha influence of pasitive g,
whan the engine coolant lamparatune
had baan rging aboul normal
towards the end of the dispiay.
“Functicnal testing camed out on
Ihe primiary sngine cosling contro
components and a more genargl
axarmnaion of the system, failed 1o
reveal any signihcant detects
ndicating that technical maffunchon
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was unixedy 1o have bean the causa
of the ovarheating, Thus, if the
satentor valve fad bean setin the
auvtom” detent throughout the flighi
narmal cortrel of the coclng system
would have been expectad
Howewer, if the 'as found’ position
ot the gaaling Hlaps rotary selacior
valve handle were s irue position
throughout the display e, aligned
mare closehy with the ‘autarm’ legend
than whan in the detent) and ol
bean inadeertently knocked into
that position dunng the accidant
of subsequent escape by the pilol
ihen the fellowing sequence of
avents s ndicatad

"With the selector valve nominally

al ‘autaem bul nol n the detent

tand hence the walve being
displaced by aboul 16 fluid flow
betwaen the rotary valve 10 the
thermosial would have been
severgly restricied during this flight
A5 demonstratad by lests on the
valve, IT this wero tha case than il
might be expected that the cooling

What are the chances of us
seeing Black 6 back in the air
again? (FP - Steve Fletcher)

flaps would have remained shut on
the ground wntil the engine wammed
to s normmal operating termparature
follensirgg which, under ihe influsnoce
of the themosiat, thay would open,
glbedt al a slower rate than nommal
In a complataly tight hydraulic
systam, with no inlernal leaking
acrgss pislon and valve saals,
normal pressurs would eventually
be developad at the actuators and
tha flaps would adopt the desired
position against air loads. Howevar,
with a restncton through the rotany
valve any such leakage would
reduce the effective pressure in
the actuators, and hence the Haps
position against ar loads, the level
of reduction depending on the ratic
between the rales of leakage and
restncted flow through the rotary
valve

‘However, any overheating of the
goahng system dunng the hinal
manoeuvre would nol exglain he
gmell af "hot ol and Rue haze" in
the cookpil, as a resull of which
the pilot elected 1o make a forcad
landing

Mo decisicns have yal bean Laken
as to the long-term future of Black
£ - althiough s undersiood that a
great deal of discussion has taken
place.

STOP PRESS!! CAF Coup!

We have just heard from Dennis Bergstrom that the "Confederate Air
Faroe Gereral Siall’ have aooumed thres wearbads from an unamed Bussian

MILSELMm
funds for its operation

thiz sale baing made by the latter in an effon o acguire
The aircraft, ail of which will be put back inta the

alr, are s MG, Lavochkin La-5 and a Yak-8 - a fantashc tio of Sovied
Ward War Two fightars. We will carry a further report on this as marm

infarmation becomeas available,
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Pictured al one of its last public appearances, Duxford’s Spitfire

Airshow in 1996. Maurice and Peter Bayliss' 7.9 MJ627 made a
wheels-up landing at Coventry Airport on April 25.

(FP - Duncan Cuhbitt)

SPITFIRE T.% MJG27 (G-BMSB)
was damaged at Coventry Arpaon
an April 25, following a belhy landing,
The aircraft hed been on a local test
flight, prior to itz scheduled
panicipation at Duxiord’'s Spatfire
Alrshow on May 203, when a snag
argse in the undercarriage
refrachon/exiension mechamsm,

The probiem was apparant from
the baginning of the flight and
despite several efforts from tha
palot, Sqn Ldr Paul Day AFC of the
Battle of Britain Mermaonal Flight, it
proved impossible o lower the
undercarnage. After llying around
for 90 minutes, 10 use up excess fual,
a wheels-up landing was the only
solution,

ogn Ldr Diay executed a textbook
aemergency landing on the grass,
koeping damage to a minimum —
bath he and his passenger, Tom
Goodwin, were able to chimb out of
the cockpits and walk away

unscathed atter the tighter had
come 1o resfl

Initial inspection revaaled that
anly the propelier, radiators and
carburetior inlake had bean
damaged, MJEZT was one of four
two-seal Spitfires tiying in the LK
{ML4DY, PT462 and PV202 beaing
the othar threa) and it was the onky
exampla 1o fealure he onginal
Vickers-dasigned rear cockpit
corhiguration?

Built as a standard single-seat
Bl X et Caesie Brormsich, MUB2T wias
dafivered to the RAF on December
d, 1843 Flying with 441 Squadron
RCAF, i participatad in many
cperational sorfies over Belgium
and Holland, shooting down &
Messarschimilt B 1058 0 the process.
Postwar it was sold back o Vickers-
Armstrong in 1850 and became the
first production Spitfire 7.9,
subsequenily flying with the Insh Air
Corps as IAC 158 in the med-1950s

& nl_—__ - 3 [F-y |
ol "'i"!'f l.l.::-; F'

keep John Fairey's Spittire T.8 G-
AIDM {the prototype twe-seat Spitfine)
in the air, MJG27's prasant owners,
Maurice and FPeler Bayliss,
purchased the aircraft back in 1976
and the long, hard job o rastonng
the aircraft to fying condition bagan,
The Spitfire retained its two-seal
configuration and flew for the first
time after restoration in November
158493 inot s months ags as reportsed
in ona national newspapar!),
amerging in its authentic 441 Sgn
colours and markings. This particular
Spitfire 15 a rare airshow panicipant,
one of its last public appearancas
baing the 60th Anniversary of the
Spitfire Airshow atl Duxdard in 1886
It = hoped that once the full axtent
of the damage o the aframe has baean
ascerained, this axampla of A .J
Michells famous desion will De mpaimd
and made fivabie again. AN inerestng
faotrate 1o thes stony s that MIE2T was

N e e

Damage to the aircraft was minimal, Paul Day made
a superb job of the wheels-up landing. (L Hation)

After its Irish service cama 1o an
end it was acquired by Tim Davies
twho @l that ime owned Spithre
X MH434) as a source of spares.
It was laler glso used for spares 1o

rot e first two-seat Spitfire o belky land
at Coventry, Back m February 1977
G-AIDN sulfered the same fate,
although it was not in John Fairey's
owmearship at the timel,

WELL-KNOWMN AVIATION artist,
Frank Wooton, ded pged B3, in late
Apnl, Hespected throughout the art
world, not anly tor his aviation
paintngs, but alzo his gifted ability 1o
painl landscapes. Wooton was bom
an July 30, 1914, and at the age of
14 won a scholarship fo Eastbaoumes
College of Arl. Working as a
commarcial artist, he later joinad
Shell's advertising agency and
recened a steady stream of work from
aircraft manufactiuners kaen 1o have
their latest product immotalised on
canvas

FivPast Juby

Frank

Enlistirg in the Royal Alr Force in
1940, Woolon appliad 10 baoome
an official war artist, bul was iurned
down, Howewvar, he subsequanthy
came to the attenbon of Air Chiat
Marshal Sir Trafford Leigh Mallory,
wha at that time was leading the
Mormandy invasion air fore, Even
though Wooton was still 'uncificial’,
Leigh Malory provided him with
official passes as an RAF artist,

Wooton narmowly escapod doath
whien he was due to fiy 1o Asia with
Leigh Mallary — ha missed the
aircralt's departure bacause he

Wooton

neaded more time o put together
materials for the fothooming trip,
Laigh Mallory's Avro Y ork ranspor
later crashad in the French Alps,
killrig) &l on board! Postwar Wooton
continued his freelance carear,
recenving commissions from British
Cherseas Alrwvays Corporation, alorg
with work from the British aircraft
and motor industnes. In 1883 he was
irnvited to stage the very firs! aviabon
ar exhibition af the Mational Air and
Space Museum, Washington DO,
LISA, This collection of 57 pamiings
was on show for 12 months and

was than transtarred to the EAA Alr
hAussum al Oshkosh, whese o mn for
a further six menths.

Founding President of the Guild of
Aoviation Ardests, Wioolon was appoiniad
an OBE in 1995 and also published
a number of books, including The
Landscape Paintings of Frank Wooton
(1585) and Frank Wooton - 50 Years
of Awiahion Ar (19592). Oreof the few
aviahon arlists 1o have a dmct ink with
World War Two, Frank Wooton is
survived by his wita ‘u"lr-g:lnisj. A 500
and a daughter, to whom we extend
our sympathies,

oy



Magisters collide

Two Magisters of the ‘Patrouille Cristaling’ civilian formation
team (pictured here at Duxford in 1996) collided over central
Brittany in France on April 26. The two pilots, including well-
known display performer ¥Yves Duval, and two passengers were
killed. (FP - Robert Rudhall)

TWO FOUGA MAGISTERS of
the French-based civilian jet
fomiaton team Patrouille Crstaline’
collided over central Brittany on
April 26, killing both pilois and the
wo passengers on board

The aircraft ara reported 1o have
bean fiying to an airshow in nearty
Mormandy when the accident
happened, One of tha pilots was
the well-known French airshow

parsonality ¥Yves Duval. Yvas,
who was an Air France Boaing
747 pilot, was a very expernanced
flyer, having been involved in
airshows for many years, dsplaying
such lypes as the dimunutive Cn Cri
and Morana Saulnier MS 733
Aloyon. The Magisiers ot 'Patrowille
Cristaling’ made ther LK dabut
appearance af the Classic Jat and
Fighter Adrshow al Duxtord in 1996

Meteor rolled out

A HARE VARIANT of the Gloster
Metaar was 'rolled out’ after
restoration al Mewark Air Musaum
(NAM) on April 14, FR.8 VZGB08 s
a unigue arcrall — I was usead
during the late 18508 by Rolls-
Foyco at Hucknall to flight test the
FE. 108 engine as part ol e vertical
take-off engine programma.

Tha roll-out contributed to the
Faster waskend calahrations
arganised to mark the 25th
anniversary of NAM opening 1o

the public, The 'Mezibox' has
bean painstakingly restored by
MAM's wvoluntear workforce and in
view of its ‘benchmark isting in the
clralt wersion of the Matioral Aviation
Hantage Hegister, it was promptly
moved under the covar of 1he
mijseLm's aircraft display hall,
This will be the Meteor's temporary
home, unlil additional under cover
space (s created with the

construction of MAM's Avation and
Interpretation and Visitor Cantre,

Snug in its new home, NAM's Gloster Meteor FR.9 VZE08 was
briefly rolled out on April 14 upon the completion of a long
restoration programme. (Newark Air Museum)
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‘Black & Blue’ unveiled

A MNEW AIRSHCW aftraction was
officially 'urweiled' at Breighton
Airfieid on April 23. The 'Black
and Blue Duo' comprises a Hawker
Hurricane and Supermanne Spitfire
in distincinve paint schemes.

Oparated by the Real Asroplane
Compary (RAC) at Braighion Asfielkd
near Selby in Morth Yorkshire, the
two fighters are the most northem-
based warbirds in England! Whila
the Spitfire, PR X1 PLOE5 {G-MiAl)
has been 'on the circuit’ lor a while
in A5 pholo-reconnASSaNce Colours,
the Hewkier Hurmcane X, the fommear
Autokraft example (G-HURR), has
amerged from a wintar overhaul

Tony ‘Taff' Smith and Rober
Flarming, who run the RAL, were
both converted onto the Hurtcana
on Apnl 23 by noted warbird pilot Air
Wice Marshal Clitf Spink. whio will be
camying out some of the display fing
on the ‘all-black’ Hurricana this
year,

he 'Biack and Blue Dus' made
their LK airshow debut af Duxiord's
Spittire Alrshow on May 2/3 and
have an increasing number of
display commitmeanis to falil durng
the coursa of this years airshow
Season,

Work o a new hangar at Breighton
Airfield is coming along apace and

Taxiing in to the delight of the assembled media at Breighton
Airfield, the RAC's Hawker Hurricane G-HURR will make a much
sought after airshow item this year in its night-fighter colours and
markings. The Hurricane flies in company with the photo
reconnaissance-marked Spitfire PR.X1 PL365. (FP - Robert Rudhall)

Three proud pilots and a Hurricane! Air Vice Marshal CHff Spink

{left) had, earlier in the day, converted Robert Fleming (middie)
and Tony Smith (right) onto G-HURR. (FP - Robert Rudhall)

in a sparkling new paint schema.
The aircraft is now adomed in the
all-black night-fightar colours
representing the aircraft flown by
Squadron Leader lan Gleed when
he was the commanding officar of
87 Sonin December 1540, A smart
red spinner and flash on the nose
cowling s complemeanted by the
Sin Ldr's pennant below the cockpit
and cn the nudder, Gleed's personal
‘artwork’, that of the cat ‘Figaro’
Irosmy Ehe Wall Doy filrm Pinmochio,
iz painted on the starkoard sude
cockplt doar

when complaie will house the
Hurmricana and Spitfire. The RACs
onginears ara now turming thedr
attention to the restoration to flying
condition of former Spanish Air
Fome Hispano HA 1112 ML (Mertin
enginad Massarschmitt Bf 109)
CAK-102 (N9938).

Display organisers interestad in
boaking the Black and Blue Duo’ are
asked to contact Tony Smith at;
The Real Aaeroplane Campany,
Braighion Alrfiakd, Nr Selby, North
Yorkshire, YOB 70OH. Tel/Fax;
017ET 228838

FiyFast July



THE SECOND OF two former
RRETRA Canberras deparied from
Femtie Airfield, Glioucestershre, on
April 8, repors Peter J Cooper

Thiz aircralt in guestion, B.6 {Mod)
AHSET (MN40LIP) was built in 1955 at
Praston and sarved with tha Alr
Tompedo Developmsent Unit and tha
Bombing Trals Unit before being
seconded to the Royal Radar
Establishment at Pershone Airfeld in
June 1961, Rernaining at the RRE i
Decernbes 1976, §was hen iranskemed
Iz RAE Bediord and subsequently
passed intn he hands of the Defence
Rasaarch Agency (DRA) Flown o
Boscombe Down in February 1994
the Canbems was pleced into stomEge
andy eventuaty msposed of By acehon
initially to the Asrolease Group.

Afterr it was purchasad by an Amencan
buyar, the alfrcrafl was sericed by

A

Canberra departs

Pictured at the point of take-off at Kemble Airfield on April B,
this fermer RRE/DRA Canberra B6 (Mod) XH567 (N40OUP) s now
resident in the USA. {Peter J Cooper)

Deata Engineenng and Classic Aviation,
before leaving Boscombe Down for
Kemble Airfield as G-BXOD on
Mcrsernber 20, 15897 Cnos 21 Kemble,
whera it was housad for the following
faur months, the resident Della
Enginearnng, along with Alrpower,
preparcd the Canbema Tor flight and
I mesat the LSA's Federal Ayiation

Administration's  airworthiness
reciumements. The aircraft was issued
wilh s cerdificate of registration as
M4OLIF on March 20 this year, the
prenious British el regstration having
been canceled on March 16.

Atter turther preparations, plus a
delay caused by adverse weather
conditions, the Canberra left Kemibie

Latest addition (o the ‘row of
fame' at the Duteh Air Foree
Museum at Zeist is this F-102
Delta Dagger "61032°. (Henk
Duivenvoorden)

ALMOST SEVEN YEARS aftar
the disbandment of the USAFE's
d2nd Tactcal Fighter Squadron (TFS)
at Soesterburg Air Baga in the
Methenards, and the departura of the
Amaricans Irom the airfield, the
snuadron is finally gatting #s ‘row of
fama’ in tha Duteh Air Foroa Musoum
al Zedst writes Henk Duivenvoorden

The latest addition s an F-102
Defta Dagoer 810382, while the F-100
Supar Sabre 41871 & now virtually
complete, save for its whaal bay

FiyPast July

USAF ‘row of fame’
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The museum’s F-B6 Sabre
‘25385’ is a former Portuguese
Air Force example which now
wears 32nd TFS markings.
(Henk Duivenvoorden)

P
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doars. Bolh airgrall have been
pairted m LISAFE 32nd TFS codours
and markings

The Morh Amencan F-B6 Sabee,
which has been in slorage for a
number of yaars has also goired the
collection of Amancan ipes on show,
The 'row of tame’ is now almost
ey ardd festures most of the alrrafl
pes flown by the 32nd TFS dunng
its yaars based at Soesterberg,
including an F-154 Eagle! However,
none of the aircraft on disglay is an

[

anginal 32nd TFS airframe. The F-
86 15 a former Portuguase Air Foroe
examngie, the F-100 s the ax RAF
Laxenteath gate guard and the Delta
Dagger cama 1o tha collection fram
Greeca, The F-154 did serse with the
3z2nd TES, butl as a nan-1lying
instructional airframe!

The museum, situated near
Soastarbern, 15 now on the ook-cu
fior & sutabio F-4 Fhantom o oomplkato
the: line-up, Could a formear RAF
Phantom be a possible candidate?

F-100 Super Sabre "41871°
enly needs its wheel bay
doors o complete its
restoration to static display
condition. (Henk
Duivenvoorden)

on Aprl B far the firs leg of its long
transatiantic. journey to lceland.
However, unseniceability resulted
in a diversion o the DERA airfiald a1
Lianbedr, from where it deparied tha
following dey 1o Reykjavik,  After
flying via Gander (Mewloundland),
Wilmington {Delawars] and Salina
(Kansas) XHSET armved at Victonaale,
Califomia (formerty George AFE) on
April 13, Upon the completion of
some madification work the Canbera
will B2 flown to Stockion, Califomia,
trom whera it will operate
This aircralt and its sster Canberra
WTA27, now regisiered as N3OUP,
will continue 1o be operated by their
naw owner in the former RAE
raspbarry ripple” colours and
markings!

Church
fund-raising

ST CLEMENT DANES Church,
situated in The Strand, London, is
in dire need of some halp io prevent
the building from detanarating
further, A 40t Anniversany Appaal
was launched on June 1 to raise
sorma E350,000, the sum desmead
necessany to pay for urgent repair
wiork on damage caused by traffic
vibrrations and by the subsaguant
penetration of rain and snow

51 Clamen! Danes Church s
now the Cantral Church of the
Raoyal Air Force, and was built by
Sir Chrstophar Wren in the 17th
Cenfury.  Destroved by anemy
action in 1841, it was restoned by
fhe AAF and re-dedicated in 1958
The interior of the church serves
as a memaorial o the men and
wornen who gave their vas whitst
in the service of the BAF, More
fhan 125,000 names are ecorded
in the len Books of Remembrance
starting in 1811 and caming night
up to date with the Gult War

Known for ts connachion with
the nursary rhyme 'Oranges &
Lemons’, the first few notes of
which werg used o infroduce the
Allied Expeditionary Forces radio
natwork durrg Wiordd War Twio, St
Clament Danes Church is buill on
an island in the middle of one of
London's busiest streets, Fund-
raising Director, Philip E Beavan
ild FlyPasgtthal he is looking for
anyone, Trom large corporate
companios, nght down 1o the
concemed ndividual, who might be
willing to halp save this ‘ican’ of the
RAF  Donabons are most welcome
and can be sem fo: St Ciement
Dianes Chirch, The Strand, Lonoon,
WCE2R 10H, with cheqgues being
made payable to 'St Clemant
Danes Church’
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A LOMNG-TERM restoration projec
is nearing completion at the South
African Air Force Museum outgide
Johannesburg, writes Bradley
EngbrechL

A Morth Amencan P-510 Mustang
i5 within months of fiying again and
will add 1o the large collechon o
airwortihy arcraft oparatng out of the
muselm’s hase ai Swarkop AFB
This example will be the only
ainworthy Mustang in South Africal

The painstaking restoration started
in 1987 after the aircrafl was receed
from the Daminican & Force. Tha
P-51 was originally delivered to the
United States Army Air Force in
Jaruary 1945, urder condracd numbes
ACEATH as 4472202 The Mustarg
was sokd 1o Sweden in June 1846,
and operated as Fv 26112 by the
Swedish Alr Foree, In Cctobear
1852, the aeroplana was again sold,
this timie to the Dominican &r Forco
which aperalad il as a front ling
fighter until the mid-1980s. 11 was

P-51D Mustang 44-72202 is being rebuilt to flying condition for
the South Alrican Air Force Museum and should fly within the
next few months. (Bradley Engbrecht)

given Dominican saral number FAD
1817 whach it kept until retrement in
1984, Retuming 1o the USA tha
Mustang passed into the hands of
Johnson Aviation and Was acguirad

by the SAAF Museum in 1987,
Whean completa, the P-510 will be
painted as number 325 of the Sowth
Afrcan Air Foree and will ba the third
Mustang in South Afncan savice o

bear this number. The ariginal
nurmbier 325 was part of 2 Squadion,
which served as part of the United
Mations contngent dunng the Korean
War., This aircraft crashed bul
instead of being written off was
rebuilt using components from other
wrecks, The sacond 325 was
reputedly the fastest Mustang in
Korea, senving with the USAF's
18th Fighter-Bomber Wing

Tha South Alrican Mustangs
distinguished themsalvas In the
harsh conditions of Korea. The
first mission was flowr on Movembar
18, 1950, and the wype was operated
in the ground attack and interdichon
role until its replacemant by North
Amencan F-B6F Sabres in January
1953,

The restoration of this P-510 will
be & major boost o the growing
South African warbird movemsept
The Mustang only served a shor
time with the SAAF but cerainky
rmacke s meark i the Koregn conthet.

Pictured in its hangar at Cape Town International Airport, this
former Botswana Defence Force BAC 167 Strikemaster ZU-PER
will be operated by its new owners in South Africa. (Louis Vosloo)

A FORMER BOTSWANA Detence
Forca BAC 167 Strikemaster, Q.-
&, armved af Cape Town [ntemational
Airport on Fabruary 14, for new
pwners, reports Louwis Vosloo,

The aircealt was baing daeliverad
freem the LIK 1o Halph Garlick and
Jamas Craven, who intend 1o base

and operate the jet ground attack
aircrafl at Cape Town Infernaonal
Airport. Departng Exeter Aurpot o
February 8, the Strikemaster was
flowen to South Africa wilh the Bntish
civll registration G-BXFW, but since
its arrval il has been re-registerag
as ZU-PER.

Helicopter museum

CALIFORMIA was due 1o gel vt
anothar Tounst aftraction’ on Juna 5
with the apening of tha Hiller Aviaton
Muzoum at San Caros fAarpor, A
53, D00 (4, SR mLISa0rm Comps
Has been oorstnicied adacent 1o tha
Banyshore Freewsy, San Maleo County,
and around 50 arcraft will displayed
insicle the ne building

The main exhibit hall wil fealurs
such sircralt as: Eugene El's 1911
Cairtiss Pusher, a Thompe T-3 biplane,
a Hillar 360, the 1865-built 1031 Fhying
Platlicem, & 1866 XROE Rotoroycke and
the Boaing Black Condor from 1386,
which still holds the word record {or
the highest piston-driven aircraft at

&7 3001 (20.513ms, and 15 he larmest
anrcrafl ever 1o be hung in a museurn,
In addition, thare will ba a 45-seat
picktonum, 8l-seat corfenence cenre,
three classmooms. a gt shop and
aircrah restorabion workshop,

H 15 planned that this new mieseumn
will feature a numbar of interactive
axhibds ntent on challenging the
wisiton's imadretion of what it must have
been lke 10 be a pioneering aviator n
nobem Calfomia, Vesitor intomation
can b obtained from: Willie Tumer,
Publs: Ralations Directos, The Hillar
Museurn, 601 Skyway Road, San
Carlos, Califomia 94070, Tl {from
LIy 0071 650 €54 0200,

This Lockheed P-3A Orion served with the Spanish Ejercito del

The plane from Spain!

Aire and still wears these markings, even though it is on guard
outside a technical college in Texas! (John Boyle)

WEST TEXAS IS the heart of
cowboy country and the last place
ane wiould expect to find a former
Spanish Air Force aircral guarding
a gate, reports John Boyle.

Howevar, visitors are usually
somewhat starled whean thay see
a veteran Lockheed P-34 Oron, ant-
submanne alircraft, resplendant in
full Spanish Ejercito del Aire colours
outside the Texas State Technical
College’s aviation maintenance
gehonl &1 Abaline Municipal Adrport,
A5 a training aifframe 15 sysiems ae
cargtully maintained and the aircraftt
has its engies nun up on a regular
hasis, in order to give students
expenance in large turbine aircraft,

Thie Spanish Onon & not on its own
al \ne college, for the tacility also
houses other former military arcraft,
including a Cessna O-2 Super
Skymaster, Hughos TH-55.Osage
and a Bell UH-1H Huay

Delivered to the LS Newvy in March
1863 as 150513, the P-3A was
fransfered o the LS Maval Reserve
irn 1975, where it served with patred
squadmns VP-65, 68 and 94, befors
being passed on 1o Spain in 1979,
It was ona of the first six P-3s of 1he
maritime wnif Ala 22 and iis
Escimdnin 221, Raotired from senice
with the Spaniards in 1980, with a
total of 16,038 llying hours o (s
cradit, it was kept in storagea 1or &
possible corversion o waler bomber
configuration, Howaver, 150513 was
nod converad and it was terned 1o
Abiling by a crew from the Aero
Union fire fighting company.

For the tima being the Orion's
future is secure as a lraining aid, but
s Spanish colour scheme looks sal
to ramain for soma time, causing
wigitors to the college to wonder
whal this guardian of cceans far
away is doing in Texas?

FlyFast July
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I8 FAIRMILE RODAD,

CHRISTCHURCH, MIRSET BHIM I1.)
PhomeFan 01302 PR0099 = Mubile BE3- 246955

THE SCANNER & RECEIVER SPECIALISTS
feansers & Rosebvart bom £79 - £545F
Call & dissuss which panl ol ihe Bemio Specirum you wiss o
mardey & wa wall Elvse i e I sl coal aflacihg wigy ol
didirg 1
» Fis] Kange OF Hew & Serand Hend Eousment Avalobis
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Scummasten + MLl THE BCCESIORIES P
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4 miLes FRoM BoURNEMOUTH [NTERNATIONAL AmpPoeT on B30T

Bih warps FROM CHRISTOHURCH RALWAY STATION. FRFCOURT FARKING FOR IHSARLED

LIGHTNING.......SIMPLY THE BEST |

Come and velebrate the 10th Anniversary of the demise
from RAF service of the irreplaceable and never to be
forgotten English Electric/BAC Li

Il you built, New, maintained m |L|_'.t d.runlm:l mra.r the Lightning
then come to Bruntingthorpe eld, Leicestershire on the 27
June for a III]II]III. l:lhl. hr :I.l.ll:lll. nfﬂrﬂl.i:ns Fustest and mosl
charismatic aircrafl.

Our two ‘live' resident u;hm‘“f FMEs will perform fast pairs

Eq-n-i'.l

i.nlkru:u dlliﬂ the e
Make it o PRI chestart our next roject 1o re-
.rut thit ex-Wattisham QRA Shed which will I’m’mpthn ultimate

Lightning Museum: fimmy Dell, ax-Warton Chicl Test Pilat in
attendance plus other Lightning 'names' Come and reminisce!

A full range of souveniss ﬂﬂdmﬁ'ﬂlmmh aviilahle
HOTLIME: TEL: 01234 378827 OR 01636 700482

"I-FHH iml ‘Binbrook Break® Limited E 1||H‘|:n:|, rint H.H,-lu}' L B5
Hring this odvert, and §'s vours for £4.95
Also New Lightnings Live On Video available - Bestisn the memorios
Semnd cheques for £14,99 + £1 PEP payable fo
Mir L. Nuerris al Linford House, Ofd MNewark Rosd, Coddingion, Medeek, Nodis Ni2q 2001

SPITFIRES OVER DARWIN
bv Robert Tavlor
Robert Taylor's beautiful new painting, dedicated to the Spitfire
Memorial Defence Fellowship in Australia, depicta tropicalized
Mark Ve Spitfires of No 1 Wing RAAF over Darwin, set against o
gpeetacular Pacific sunsel. Only 625 superb prints are available
world-wide, issued in three separate editions with the signatures
of FOUR, EIGHT or NINE distinguished Spitfire pilot=
COwverall pring size; 25% 1 23%W inchaes.
Prices from £1256 inc. insured pip. Owverseas prices on reguest,
Freo colour brochure avatlable on Spitfires over Dorwin.

Mai arder calaogua £5 (owvemeas £1), miardnbin wilk proars paar E50-00
CHEQUEPDOSTAL DRDERVISAMASTERCARD & EURCCARD

Aviation Avt International
BE Darwin Road, Bridlinguon, East Yorkshive, YOI6 6FZ
Tel; 01262 604214 Fax: 01262 401870

Y Air~Britain

The International Association of Aviation Historians

/A

Foanded 1048

“AIR-BRITAIN —
 DIGEST

Civil & Military

comprichensive coverage

For an information pack containing details of membership and
samples of our magazines, please write to:

AIR-BRITAIN (FP), 1 Rose Cottages, 179 Penn Road, Hazlemere,
Bucks HP15 7NE. Or visit our web site at http:/www.air-britain.com

Choice of membership magazines
AIR-BRITAIN books at privilege prices

Travel to overseas airports for members only
FLY-IN at Gloucestershire airport June 20 & 21
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Atlantic Airlines has repainted one of its Douglas Dakotas in
RAF Transport Command colours in celebration of the 50th
anniversary of the Berlin Alrlift. G-AMPZ is pictured here
taxying out at Duxford’s Spitfire Airshow on May 2.

(FP - Robert Rudhall)

WITH 15888 marking the 50th
anniversary of the Berlin Airlift,
fans of big piston-engined ranspor
aircraft ook sel to have a field day
in Europa this vear

The much-publicised tours of the
Berlin Airift Historical Foundation's
(BAHF) Douglas C-54E Skymaster
and The Constellation Group's
MATS-painted Lockheed C-121
Constallaton fram the USA (see
last month's FlpPast, pB) will please
many enthusiasts, as will the visits
i the LIK that have bean planned for
varous aircraft from Europe, most
notably the DC-3s and DC-4 of tha
Dutch Dakota Association (DDA

Aarlift fever i also catching on with
LUK-basad alreraft, for Atantbic
Aidines, weall-known oparator ol
Dakotas and DC-E&s at Covantry
Anpart, has repainted one of its
Drakota alrcraft in lull RAF Transport
Command markings, specially for

the anniversary vear, G-AMPZ
made s public debul aposarancea
wearing its authentic miltary senal
ol K442 ab the British AErospace
Farmilkes Day at Woodlord Airfield
an Apnl 25, and the aircraft, now
proudly waaring tha white, blua
and grey military colours, s due to
make a numbear of appearances at
British airshows throughout the
SLUMIMEr.

By tar the biggest gathenng of 'big
pistonz’ in tha UK seams s& o
lake place at the Intemational Air
Falr al Biggin Hill Airpart on June
67, when Dakatas from the RAF s
Battle of Britain Memanal Flight,
Atlantic Airlines, South Coast
Alrways and the DDA are ‘booked
In" 1o attend. The OOA's Douglas
CC-A4 will rub shoulders with the
BAHF s C-B4E 'Spirt of Freedom’
and the MATS 'Connie’, An
imprassive line- up to say the least!

Here we go again!

FOLLOWING ON FEOM the
undoubted sucoess of tha UK's
lirst-aver Mational Aviation Hernitage
Week, tha British Awviation
FPreservation Council (BAPC) has
announced that 8 sequal will be
staged countryside inan extended
week' from Saturday April 24 1o
Monday May 3, 1999

Curing this fime taking
advantage of the May Bank Holiday

BAPC mamber organisations,
targe and small, will lake part in a
wicke senies of special events, with
thx pmphasis on gething the publhc
invalved in the expanding world
ol aviation heritage

The first Mational Aviation Herfage
Week was held in lale
Seplembaraarty Dolober 1997 io
ceglebrate the BAPC's 3th
Anniversary, The ‘week' culmmated
with the very successiul FiyPast
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Photeday & Fly-in at Morth Wealkd
Afrfreld

Tha move to springtime will help
o emphasise the new museum
season’ and it s hoped to include
an even widar range of evants
Beyand this. there are plans io
maka the 'week' g regular bienmal
avant

FiyFast was pleased to support
tha first-aver Mational Aviation
Heritage Week and we will be
dexng the same for fhe 15285 event,
with Ken Ellis agam actinn as co-
crilinator, Full details of the 15949
Natianal Aviation Hentage Wesk wil
appear in early issues of FiyFPas!
Magazine next year. Maanwhila,
BAPC mamber organisations are
already donning their thinking caps
o come up with some attention
gjrabbireg activies — 1999 = mol that
far ofil

Argentina’s Lincoln

=y r ora . I '\-':"-'_I;::-_ ? .
Avro Lincoln B.2 REA08/B-010, one of anly lwo complete
examples of the type on display in the world, is undergoing
restoration at the Museo Nacional de Asronaulica at Buenos
Aires, Argentina. (Roberto Yanez)

THERE ARE ONLY two comphate
Avro Lincolng on public display in
the world — one (RF342) is on

show al the Asrospace Musaum
HAF Cosford, UK, and the other is
part of the Museo Macional de
Aeprondulica al Buenos Aires
Arganting and the latier 15 currenthy
undergoing resioration, reports
Roberto Yanez,

il e

One of the museum's other
nmales has also come m tor some
attention of late. Douglas &-4P
Skyhawk, C-240, has been given
g repaint and s now complete with
the sithousttes of the Brilish ships,
Aardent, Argonaut and Antalopa
treterances 1o the Falklands War)
undar the cockpil
Arrwing at the museurn last yvear

The museum's Douglas A-4P Skyhawk has recently been
repainted, and is now complete with three ship ‘kill marks' on
the forward fuselage. [(Roberto Yanez)

Avra Lincodn B2 READE was part
of & batch of 112 Lincaoln B.25
dalivarad beiween July and
septembar 1945 by Avro al
Chaddaeron, and was one of 30
suppied to ihe Amentine Air Force,
DECCImInNG B-010 on June 20, 1047
Adter many vaars oul in the cpen air,
fhe Lincoln is getling a well-desened
BEHUCE LD

3 = 1) = ¥ T ! "
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50 Guarani Il, LQ-JXY, which arrived at the museum last year,

was 1A-50 Guarani Il LQ-JXY. the
first more-rmildany type o e inchudead
on the museum’s inventory

Operated by the Servico
Pentenclans (Mational Persitentian
Sonvice) from 1970 1o 1996, if can
claim the dubious honour of being
the aircrall invalvad in the only
knawn In-flight prisan nat in
Argenting!

hosted the only known in-flight prison riot, which occurred
when it was being used by the National Penitentiary Service.

(Roberto Yanez)

FlyPast July
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A NEW CANADIAN enterprise,
the Toronto Asrospace Museum
(TAM]}, is currently rastoning three
arrcrall tor eventual display at
Dovwnaview Alrport, reparls Martin
Keenan. The collection & howsead in
a portian of the CFB Toronto, which
was also a de Havilland Canada
factory at one time, and is adjacent
10 tha curent Bombarher Asrospacs
facility,

The three aircraft undargaoing
restoration are a Canadair CL-41R

Canadian museum

Canadian Armed Forces Snowbinds
Air Demonstration Squadron. I
started lite s the second protobype
CL-41, but was later modified into a
prototype of a low-cos! navigation
trasinier for CFE-104 Starfighter pilots
The aircralt, which flew with the
Canadian Civil regustration CF-LTX-
¥, 15 dhstinguishable from standard
Tutors by the addilion of a pointed
Starfighter radar nose assembly,
forward-retmcting nose undercamane,
and fuselage bulges behind the

Grumman CS5F-2 Tracker RCN 1600 formerly flew with VX-10 of
the Royal Canadian Navy — colours it will continue to sport
atter restoration is complete. (Martin Keenan)

Tutor, and a pair of former Royal
Canadian Mavy CEF-2 Trackers,
The CL-41R Is @ umigue variant of thea
@l traner made tamous by the

cockpll to accommodate the CF-
104 glectronics. This parcutar Tubos
was 8 Canadair prvate venture and
never carned a Canadian militany

Dolphin

THE ROYAL AIR FORCE
Musaum's Sopwith Dolphin C3388 is
Making wisine progress n its restionston
I stakic dsplay configuration, wiites
lan Frimston

Basad around a numbar of onginal
matal pars, the reconstructon of the
arcrafl's fuselace is amost complete.,
Farts of the rear fuselage contain
arigingl wood, and tha fin, althaugh
ariginal, cormes from another airframe.

amang he ongingl parbons of the
retilild 15 the angina cowding, which

‘ﬁ-

Work on the fuselage of the RAF Museum's Sopwith Delphin
C3988 is coming along well. Built up from a number of original
metal parts, the fuselage will be completed before work starls
an the wings. (lan Frimston)

FiyFast Julby

rebuild

15 rermarkably free from dants, even
though the surlace 15 showing its
age! The identity of the aiframs has
been established from the maker's
plate, fourd on the rear fuselage,

Sopwith Dolphins ertemd senace wih
trie: HAF with 19 Squadron in January
1918, the manulaciurer's plate of this
pamicular aircraft bearnng he year
1915, The feam of engineers ai BAF
Camingion enganed on the restorstion
interd o complete the fuseiage belore
starting work on the wings

-

Canadair CL-41R Tutor CF-LTX-X is undergoing restoration at
the Toronto Aerospace Museum. The Starfighter radar nose
which gave the CL-41R its distinctive profile has been removed
from the aircraft. (Martin Keenan)

sarial. daspite the aircraft baing
dermonstrated ard Tiown at the 1963
Fans Alr Show, no orders were
forthcoming and the CL-41R
programme was subseguently
cancelled. The airframe was
eventualy donated by Canadair io tha
Ecole o Aémtechnique du Collége
Edouand Monipetd in Donval, Cruebeac,
and it has baen undemoing restormbon
at the new museum since last May,

Tha two Tracker aircraft (RON
1545 & ACN 1600) ware both
dalivered to thie TARM in the autumn
RCN 1600 has the distinction of
Being the 99th and st Tracker built
by da Havilland Canada, spending
miEt of its operational Carner sening
with thwe RCMN evaluation squadron V-
10, and it rmmains n these markings
today! The musesm plans io ratain
these cokaurs wihan the restorgtion

19 Sompleta,

Tracker RCH 1545 also served
with VX-10, as wall as with V3-B80
and VU-32. Neaither of the two
Trackars flaw with the Canadian
Forces after unification in 1968,
instaacd bath aircralt served as groond
training aifremes al CFB Borden, unbl
they were struck off charga in 1993,

In additeen 1o these three arcraft,
the TAM wants (o acquire other
retevant aidrames 1or its collaction,
incieding Avro Lancaster X FM104,
curmanty displayed songsde Tormonio's
watarfront in the Canadian Mational
Exhibition Grounds (ses FP
Septermber 1997, p21). TAM has also
started constructkon ol a ull-scale
reproduction of the lamous Avro
Arrow, and other acquisitions are
arficipated befor the musaum opens
later this month,

Dakota departs

Former Martin-Baker Dakota, G-APML, pictured here at Coventry
Airport in 1988, has recently been shipped oul lo Kuwait for use
in a restaurant project. (David Stephens Collection)

DOUGLAS DAKOTA, G-APML,
onge used by the ejector seat
company, Martin-Baker, as a
franspor ‘hack', has left the UK
lor pastures new.  The aircraft,
which has baan owned by Allantic

Aardines, for several vears, 18 reported
to FBave been dismantied and
shippad out to Kuwait, whare the
nose and tal sections are to be
positioned at eithar end of a
restaurant!

Stearman

A PAIR OF Boring Stearman
biptanes (NELERE AMBDERE] o the
Hed Baron Aerobatic Team collided
while fiying in & formation display

collision
roing at Kissimmes Municioal Almpot,
Florda, USA, on Apil 1% The two

asrcrafl wene destoyed n ihe postomsh
fire, which akso killed both pilots.

15h.



FOR MAMNY YEARS Jet Hartage
Limited (JHL), based at
Boumemouth Airpor, has restored
and ocperated a number of vintaga
et airzraft on the European arshow
cireull, Enthusiasis and members
of the public have always been
weicome to view the aircraft on
an unafficial basis, but as frim
May 17 the doors have been
officially thrown open to the public

The musaum and its well-stocked
shop i aperated by the Jel Hentaga
Charitabla Foundation, & registerad
charity separate from JHL — all (he
profits will go towards the
Foundation's efforts to restore,
presarve and operate historic jel
aircratt. Visitors to the lacility will
ba able o view the operafional
jets, as wall as the work in progress
within the enginaenng hangar. A
res| roodr with relfreshments affords

Jet Heritage opens up

an excellent view of the fhghtline,
while outside thare's a picnic ared,
situatad as close to the threshold
aof tha mam rurway as the authornties
will allow

The list of aircraft based al JHL'S
tacility is growing all the fime, and
March 27 witnessed the latest
arral in tha form of Jat Provast T.4
P72 (G-AAFl}, which has
praviously boen undergoing
restoration at Jurby on the Isle of
Man, The aircrall is one of the
lowest-hourad JPs extant and is
being offered for syndicated
ownership

Shordly 1o arrve al Jet Hentage s
another OH, 115 Vampire, which
will also be offerad for syndicated
ownarship. Onca the Jet Provos!
and Vampire have bean restored
it will bring the number of classic jets
operated by JHL 10 12,

i

Jet Provost T.4 XP672 (G-RAFI) arrived at Jet Heritage Limited's

NEWS...NEWS...NEWS...NEWS...NEWS...NEWS...NEWS...NE

Bournemouth facility for restoration to flying condition on

March 27. (JHL)

Hawker Hunter F.58 G-P55T
has recenlly completed its
restoration to fiying condition.
Named 'Miss Demeanour’, tha
aircraft has undergone many
modifications inside the cockpil,

as wall as having baan fittad with
the Jei Heritage electrnic start
gystam.

The tacility is opan savan days a
weaek, from 10am to 4.30pm. For
morae details ring 01202 581676,

Fortress restoration

When complete, the Whittinglon brothers' Fortress will be the
world's sole airworthy example of the Boeing B-17E.
(Geoffrey P Jones)

RAHE BOEING B-17E Flying
Forress 41-9210 (MEW.]] is coming
towards the end of 115 restoralion 16
fiving concition at Forl Lavderdale
Executiva Airpor, Florida, USA,
reports Geoffrey P Jones,

This examplas of Boaing's famous
Forress was the 200th of the last
batch of 235 B-17Es built in 1941,
The aircraft was accepted by the LIS
Arrry Air Comps in May 15842 and wias
Inaned to the Honeywall Corporation
for avionics devalopmant work,

I 1964 i was exported to South
America, fiving with Compania de
Awiacion at La Paz, Bolivia, with
the ol registration CP-753. The B-
17 was used o haul mesl Cancasses
during the 1980s with Frigonficos
Reynas, but after 1 had served is
purpasa the aircratt was abandonad
in 1985,

I was reportad hat British warbird
collector Roy Jaccbsean tried to
obtain the Fortress, as did the
procucers of the 18838 film ‘Mamphis

Bele' However, Don Whittington and
his brothar eventually purchased
the B-17 and prepared it for a femy
flight to Florida, whera it armved in
March 1990, The Whittinglon
brothers operate the Waorld Jet
organisation and the Fortress has
bean restored in one of therr hangars

over the past nine years. Dunng this
parod a thorough festoration 1o
fhying condition has taken place,
wiming the aircratt into & ‘stock’ B-
17E. including darsal, ventral and il
gun positions, 1is expectad that il
will take 1o the air again somatime
this yaar ar early next year,

S e =

Restoration work on B-1TE 4109210 (NBW.J) is drawing to a
close at Fort Lauderdale, Florida — the airframe recently had its
engines fitted. (Geoffrey P Jones)

Sea Hawk rework

THE ROYAL MNAVY Historic
Flight's {RNHF) Hawker Sea Hawk
FGAE WWB0E, which was grounded
last yvaar after suffening intarnal
damage, is to raturn to Brilish
Aerospace at Dunsfold as part of an
invastigation into the incident,

The aircraft. which was rastored
to fiying condition far the RNHF
by BAa, pined tha fleet of MNaval
histoncs’ at Yeowilton in s o he
start af tha 1887 arshow season,
However, after appearing at jusl
a handful of events, a crack

16

developed in the (@l pipe, and hot
exhaust gases enerad the fuselage
causing intemal heal damage.
Initial invashigations, made by the
Structural Engineenng Deparment
al BAe Famborough have indicated
that the arcraft may be recoverable,
The scope of the recovery Cannat
be ascertamed without further
imtermal nvasticaton, which reguires
the areas effected to be stepped nght
down

It was planned that the Sea Hawk
would be moved by road to Bla

The Royal Navy Histeric Flight's Hawker Sea Hawk FGA.B
WYO08 is to be stripped down by British Aerospace at Dunstold
to see il the internal heat damage can be rectified.

(FP - Steve Fletcher)

Dursfoid in early May, and work wil
be carriad out free of charge, with
the co-operation and Assistance

of the RNHF_ 1t is anticipated that
the Sea Hawk will be grounded for
at least 12 months!

FlyFast July ..
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~ 5PS-3 Moving Map Display
Mounts on dashboard. No licence Fees to pay. Shows

Motorways, A roads, B roads, Towns, Rivers etc. Indicates
Forward Speed, ETA, Distances, Programmable Routes eic

£39.95

TASCO B x 25 Binoculars
Coaled Lenses
Hubbersed Coating
Approx 112(L) x 900N mm
Carry case & cord
Compact yel very sharp

Aviator Pro-1

£69.95

TASCO 10 x 50 Binoculars
Spacial Coaled Lenses
RHubbensed Coating
Approx 112(L) x 80{W) mm
Carry case & strap
Amazingly bright & Sharp

Cut Battery Costs! £29.55

You can zoom in to a few hundred feet or zoom out to several hundred miles. You
can edit the map, add airfields and a vareaty ol map symbols.ete, [1's amazingly acou-
rate - find your way to within 50 #fl The alphanumeric memorny enables you to add place
names. You can transfer the co-ordinates from your airfield maps and thay will appaar an
the display. Requires 4 x AA cells or external 12 Valts. Full 10-day approval

WBA-20 Base Antenna Receiver Pre-amplifier

Improve your reception by installing WRP-125
a proper VHF base antenna LLIHTE-GH A hlgl:l pnﬂr:rms_mrn pre-a!'n_r.-lll--

&0 ko fit between yaur VHF air-
118 - 140MHz B recaler and Your antenna
* Height 83cm it providas o usalul Increase in
=N oarkal signal strength and hafos with

those weak sig-
£29.5 q

nala. [l covers
118 - 1370 Hz
and & fitted with
BN conneciors

Hixfjures FRE
3 x Capacity of ni-cads - No memary effects  WSM-225 Battary
1.5 Volts Just like normal Alkalines Mobile Antenna £32 95
riekls changa for 5 years Watson VHF & UHF profes
Ae-use 50 - 100 times sienal arband anlenna as | 1?5 Pﬂge 1993 catalugue

Charger & supplied to airport vehicles
4 % Algﬁ_ Japanesa mini magnretic £3.95 pOSt pﬂld

. basa. 2. 75m of min: coax = tar, A on
Kit £13_gg cable fiited BNC plug EVE I.l ftem or
4 x AA £5.99 Elemant langth O.46mm. 10-gay Approval
4 x AAA £6.29 Wep-400 Crammed with moni-

tonng equipment,
£14.s

antennas and a host
High quality aar of electronic gadgets.
plece as sup- Published in full
pligd by us o i i "
o i) colour with hundreds
3.5mm plug of pictures - - - -
ORDER TODAY




Buffala reducesf

Less and less is left of the foarmer Canadian Forces' CC-115
Buffalo — the remalns of the aircraft sit forlornly at Charles
Prince Alrport in Zimbabwe, (Roger May)

MARCH 1297'S FLYPAST {p18)
reporied on the plight of former
Canadian Forces' CC-115 Bultalo
115458 {Z-SAF), which at that time
was sitting engineless in the opan
al Charles Prince Airporl In
Zimbabwe, writes Roger May,

The alrcralt's future appearad o

be in the balance and it had been
offered for sale. Now, just over one
year later, the Buftalo's tate seems
o have been saaled — all that is laft
ot the airframe 15 the contre fuselane
section, which rests in the long
grass-and is at the mercy of the
elemeants!

Spitfire replica

Looking very ﬂuthentin this full-size Spitfire replica |s being
built in a garage in Holland by carpenter William Sieben. Itis
hoped to have it finished by the year 2000. (William Sieben)

A DUTCH CARPENTER, Wilkam
Sseban, 15 in the process of buikiing
a lull-size metal replica of a Spitfire
1¥... in his garage, wrles William
Hardeveld.

The aircraft has been undar
construction for the past thiee years,
with the fightes's fusedage now neanng
eompletion. The gamge, which the
Spitfire inhabits, @ven had to be
extendead when the aircraft outgrew
it!

The replica incorporatas a number
of onginal Spitfire parts, such ‘as
propefier badas, seal, underamags,
wheals and mstrument panal, but

William |5 still on the lookout for
sorme Metin exhaust ppes. 1o ba usad
as templates for ew-build examplas.

It is aimed to have the replica
fnished by the year 2000 and with the
aircraf's wings estimated 10 take
arured 18 months, e complation date
does not seam beyond the realms of
poasibility, Likimeteky Wikliam would
i tor it an engine 5o that be can e
the Spitfire at airshows in Holland,

Obviously the Dutch pursua thair
hobbies on g grand scala — William
has a fnend who is curmently bullding
a full-size Messarschrmit! BY 108 in his
fwing room!
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P-38 comes home

‘Planes of Fame' has announced
that its Lockheed P-38J Lightning
44-23314 (M3BBF} 'Joltin Josie
has retumed to the mugeum's full
ownarship and will take up full-
time rasidency al the facility, which
is located at Chino Aiport, 50 miles

Fame obtained this particular
airtrarme in an unainvorthy condition
back in tha mid-1960s. Displayed
as a slatic axhibit until the sarly
18960, warbird collector Bab Pond
agraed to finance the rebuild 1o
flying conditicn in return for hall

Lockheed P-38J 44-23314 (N38BP) "Joltin Josie™ is now
permanently based at the Planes of Fame Air Museum at Chine
Alrport, California, USA. (Thomas McKelvey Cleaver)

east of Los Angeles, Calilornia,
USA, writes Thomas McKelvey
Cleaver.

The Lightning is one of only three
airworthy examples in the world
and is the anly one which 15 not a
convarsion from an F-5 vanant of
the twin-boom fighter. Planes of

ownarship of the aircraft for ten
years after the rebuild was completo.

Finishad m 1988, the Lightnirg has
spant maost of its time at the fomer
Planes of Fama Easl facility just
outside Minneapolis, Minnesota,
but it is now permanently back
hiome!

The Wright Stuff

AMERICA'S MATICMNAL
AEROMAUTICS and Space
Administration (MASA) s aboul to
test a tull-size replica of the Wright
Flyer af lts Ames Research Center
at Mountain View, California. The
replica will ba testad in the facility's
B x 1200 (24 » 36m) wind tunned,
in preparation for the 2003 centernial
celebration of the world's first
powarad flight.
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The aircrall, wihich has been buif
by a team of volunteers fram the
American Institute of Aeronautics
and Astronautics, will be tested al
30mph wind speads In order 1o
recreate the conditions of the first
flight. These tests are being
conducted in order 10 astablish a
database far the construction of &
second replica for use inthe 2005
celabrations.

Tiger’s epic flight

Pictured taking off from Langley Park, between the Swan River
and the City of Perth, Western Australia, on April 26, Barry
Markham and Tiger Moth VH-NOV hope 1o be in England
sometime in June. (Les Bushell)

A NVINTAGE DE Hawiitand DH B2A
Tiger Moth is in the process of
flying from Australia to England,
reports Les Bushell.

The aircratt, VH-NOV, took off
from Langley Park, near Parth,
Western Australia, on April 26,
piloted by Barry Markham, Barry
s attermpling to re-enact the Hight
taken by Captain Jimmy Woods,
who flaw from Pearth to the UK in a
Gypsy Moth in 1833 — faking 42

days to complate the epic joumay,

The Tiger Math being used for this
flight was one of a batch of saven
built by de Havilland Ajrcralt FTY
Lid at Mascat, New South Walas,
Australia, and was deliverad to the
Royal Ausirasan Air Fore n January
1945 with the serial A17-757.
Mamed 'Margery' after Barry's late
mother, he and the Tiger Moth are
aiming to ba in the UK somatima in
Juni
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Spirit of Freedom arrives

i g .

Beautiful mural inside the rear fuselage depicting a Skymaster

b

on finals to Berlin Templehof during the airlift, it is possible to
have your photo taken against this artwork so look out for the
aircraft during its UK visits. (FP - Duncan Cubitt)

THE EURDPEAN TOUR of the
Berlin Airdift Historical Foundation's
C-5AE Skymaster “Spind of Freedom’
fof undersay successiully on May
5 when the aircraft left Fovd Bennett
Field, Brookhn, Mew York, Houting
via Wastlover Air Force Base in
Massachusetts, Goosa Bay In
Canada, Kellavik i lceland and
Prastwick In Scotland the veteran
aircraft arived at Norh Weald in
Eszex on Saturday May @ aller a
raelatively trouble free fransatlantic
crossing,  This inifsatt s a fnbuta
1o the hard work perormed by tha
Foundation's engineers. aspecially
considenng the aircratt has over
26,000 Mlving hours under its belt.
Manutactured by Douglas at Santa
Monica with the corstructon number
27370 ot was originally delwverad

to the Army Air Corps as 44-5144
in March of 1944 and then
transferrad 1o the US Navy in May
1845, adopiing the Bureau number
0414

[he "Spirt of Freedom' took prde
of place at the North Weald 98
girshow held on May 10 and was
apen 1o inspaction by the public
in refum for a small fee [£2) per
parson ot £3 for families. Anyone
whios Took up this opporurdy will have
marvelled at the suparh presentation
o the interior which has been
transformed into a mobike museum
chartng tha history of the Barin Aiditt
Rarging from bags of flour and
coal fo a cabinet of model aircraf
which took part in the airlift plus
informaticn panals and photographs
along the cabin walls the result is

Finnish Fishbed preserved

Rty
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A cold but bright March 7 sees MiG-21bis MG-118, dramatically
mounted on a pole, unveiled as a gate guard at Kuopio-Rissala
Air Base in Finland, the same day the type was retired from

service, (P. Karivalo)

THE BIKCOY AN BIG-21 was etired
from serdce by e Finnish Air Force
on March 7 when the hinal example
with Hanl Ly 31 at Kuopio-Fessala &ir
Baso was shut down. The same day
saw ancther example, MIG-27s

FlyFPast Jily

MG-114, put on display as a gate
guard at the base. A parachute in the
colours of the squadron was draped
over the cockpit and the airceaft was
urvailed by Capt. Jouna Heikkinen,
ane of the last MIG-21 pitols.

both educational and nostalgic. As
I this was not enough the inside of
the starboard rear fuselage has a
mural depiching a Shymﬂstﬂl (8] ]
linals to Berlin Templahof skating
over tha rooftops of the apartment
blocks an the aifleld approach,
The provisicnal schedule puiblished
in the June issue of FlpPas! shll
applies with negotiations continuing
for the aircraft to attend the Biggin
Hill Air Fair on June 7, if this is not

thanks fo the donation of 5000
Harshey bars and 15,000 sticks of
Wiigley's gum, and like 50 years ago
thesa will be dropped with tha aid
of tiny parachutes. This will almiost
certanly be the last ime a C-54 fles
into Templehof since the ainpor 1S
to close shortly, thus miaking this a
significant and very evocative flight.

The eflor that has gone inte the
visit of the C-54 1o Europe is
encemcus and would not have bean

The whole C-54 Interior is a mobile museum providing a host of
infarmation on the aircraft and the Berlin Airlift, public are
admitted for a small fee and a look in the cockpit is also
included. (FP - Duncan Cubitt)

possible the Skymaster will l2ave
Woodhord and iy directhy 1o Coventry,

Among the veteran aircrew
accompanying the C-54 is L1 Gail
Halvorsen, belter known in the
hislony books as tha ‘candy bombear
for his exploits dropping cardy o ihe
children of Berdin on finals to
Tamplahol, June 25 will soe &
historic flight lake place when the
aircraft departs Wiesbadan in
Germany for Templehot with Pilot
Timothy Chopp. President of the
Foundation, and co-pilol Gail
Halvorsan at the confrols, They will
re-enact tha famous ‘candy bomber
runs by droppang candy once maore,

passite without the help of a
numbar of sponsors, such s Boairg.
or the dedication by all the crew and
support personnel.  Fortunately
tha aircraft's tour has generated
considarable media interest with
a number ol felevision companies
filrming flights into Berlin and of the
tour in general. This all halps o
rermind us of the amazing affort
the Badn Aidilt was so i you get the
chance to-see the arcrafl dunng one
of s airshow appearances lake
tirne out 1o thank the crew, Timathy
Chopp the Foundation's Presideant
and Edwin Ide Vice Prasident for
their dedication and hard work

Saeta lost

HISPARND HA-00 SAETA MO8
(foomary C108-89 of the Sparesh AR}
was desiroved in a crash at Xenia,
Ohic on April 29 with the foss o
both palot and passengern, The arcrall
was on a local flight from Greene
County Airport to demonstrate the
aircraft to three potental buvers, s
lasl registared ownar was Siera
Warbirds Corparation of Truckea,
Caidomia Eyewilness rapors stato
the the aircraft was attempling a
modified 'split-5' manoeuyre but did
rot pull out of the dive porion in
tirme: and exploded on impach, an
FAA investigation inio the accaden
15 LINCEraay.

Sabena
Lodestar

SABENA OLD TIMERS
Foundation based at Brussels
Intemational Airpor has successhully
acguired Lockhaed Lodestar N7001
which was previously owned by P.
Fourticn writes ¥Yves Canfilier

A team of technicians was due fo
bagin dismantling the areraft on
May 12 and 1 was hoped 1o
transport the asircraft from Creil,
France to Zaventam in Belgium
between May 18-21 in readiness
far the 7ath Annivarsary of the
Sabena Company
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THE HUMNGARIAN AIR Forco
retired three of iis former Soviet
fWpes on Margh 23, 15997 namaely
the MIG-21MF, MIG-23MF and
Su-22M3 wiiles Gabor Szekeres,
Despite many of the airerat having
considerable life left in them it has
bean ditticull in the madearn
economical climata 1o find buyers
for these aircraft and so some
have found their way into
presanrvation,

A most Iinteresting example of
this was the axchange on March 30
of Hungarian MiG-210MF 9308 for
refired Turkish CF-104 Starfighiar
104 89E B-B0 winch usad 1o sane
with 182 Filo {(Squadron) of the
2nd Tactcal Air Force at Dyyarbakar,
and betora that with the Canadian
Armed Forces, The CR-104 was
transported to Szolnck by a Turkish
AF C-180 Transall which then flew
an to Papa Air Base to collect the
MiG-21 and a Hungarian technical
team before headng back to Turkey
On April 3 a Hungaran An-26
returned the Turkish crew that had
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Awailing display at the Szolnok Air Force Museum in Hungary is this former Turkish Air Force CF-
104 Starfighter which was exchanged for a retired Hungarian MiG-21MF in March. [Gabor Szekeres)

reassembled the starfighter and
collected the Hungarian team, Al
prasent the museum at Szolnok is
undergong reorganisation and the
Starfightar |5 currently stored
tcgether with an ex-Swiss AF

Hunter which the museaum has
acquirad by exchanging a
sanviceabla T-34 tank. The Hunter
wis Hown 1o Szolnok and 150 fall
wiarking order, aven down 1o tha
maching guns, With 16 other MiG-

21MFs to dispose of the rmuseum
i5 hoping to expand iis collection
considerably with further swaps -
and thiere arg aiso a lkrge number
of MiG-21bis fighters awaiting naw
nomeas 100,

Aussie Twin Pin!

Resplendent in a rather eye catching new livery is Twin Pioneer
VH-AIS which now flies tourist flights from Coolangatta Airport.

{Brian Angus)

WE BEFPORTED IM the March
isgue of FyPast (p 16) that two
Seathish Aviation Twin Prionasers
were under restoration 1o fly al
Coolangatta, Queensland for fulure
wse an lounst fighls, One of these

airgrall, ViH-A15 has now been
completed, writes Brian Angus, and
hias commeanced fourst hghls over
the Gold Coast area opsraled by
Sherwell Aviation undear the name
Fwein Picnfar

Beautifully presented Piper Cub OY-ECV could attend the Flying
Legend airshow at Duxford in July, provided its owner Thomas
Damm gets suitable weather for the flight from Denmark.
(Thomas Damm)
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Ginas for sale -

e

and lots of them!

Line up of just part of the Fial -9

1 aircraft that are for sale or

rent at the Bentivolio deposit in Italy - bargains at around £2,800

each. (David Centciotti)

AN EXTHACRDINARY COL
LECTION of sumplus military aircraf
and parts can be found al the
Bentivolio depasit in Naly including
a toftal of 25 Fiat (3-915 of various
marks. The two seat G-01Ts had
onginally baen cul o three pleces
by dropping a blade through the
luselages o comply with the CFE
iConventional Forcaes Europe)
Treaty but have now been
reassemblad and are up lor sake.

Italian law prevents just anybody
flying an ex-miltary airerafl so the
Ginas ara minus an angine - but
othersiza ae almost fully equipped
Asking price is just 10 million Lire
tapprox, £2,800) or if you prefar they
can evan be rented! The yard also
has an anormous supply of surplus
parts and aquipmant ranging from
wheats or Ejection Seals to TALAN
equipment and even HYAR rocket
launchers,

THOMAS CHAL DAMM, a
cormmercial pilot with Scandinavian
Airlines System (SAS) puchassd o
Pipar Cub in May last year and had
it repainted in anauthentic LISAAF
July 1843 colour scheme. The
airerafl 15 a former USAAF L-44
Grasshopper senal 42-15272 and is
riow registerad OY-ECY, Nose ar

litked The Here' depicting a Knight
on horsaback was dassgned by the
pwner's 14 year okd son Christian

Thomas & hoping to fly the Cub o
Cuxtord for the Flying Legends
shiow an July &5, tha 530 mile fighi
from Billund Aarport in Denmark will
take seven hours with at least three
fuel stops!
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Wihen the Russians

closed the land

corridors to Berlin,

the Allies had to
supply a city of 2
million people by air
— asx Reg Moody

explains, the Berlin

Airlift remains one
of the great
achievements of air

power.

HE VOICE OF a Texan milot flying a
I Skymaster in a stream of aierafl fying into
Berlin in June 1948, whan he spotted an
alrcraft of untamilar shape .. "Whal's coming
now, falla,” he asked tha busy controller. to be
told it was a Wayfarer (a British civil gircraft),
“Did you say the Mayflower?" came the calm
wooe. "You guiys are sure throwing in evarything!”
Typecal of tha abiding humour that ired the British
andd American pitots who bore the brunt of what
was (o bacome a transport miracle to keep
owver 2 million peopha alive, warm and fed antirely
by air whila they rebuilt their city, or at least the
wastem part of 1. To have failed could have
changad the whole map of Europe or even
started ancther conflict, At first it was thought
impossible to aifif essential supplies — food.

22

codal and fual — for so many people, but tha
operation ended up being compared to the
Battle of Britain, which had wrned the tide of the
war eighl years previcusly,

When tha ‘Weasterm War' ended in 1845, the
Allies of Brtaln, America, France and Russia,
enjoyed a tempaorary friendship, although
Churchill nevear really trusted the Bussians
The Amencans on the other hand, weare anxicus
lo acknowledoe the suffenng of the Fussian people
and the valour of their armies, When the peace
lines ware drawn-up, the adjustments of the
boundary lines left Stalin dominating Eastern
Europe, not only by taking back his territory and
annexing parts of others, but by the saﬁing up

of Eastern Garmany (without four-power
agreement) and which left Barin iotatly encircled.
Cther tormerly tree countries, such as Poland,
were given a pugpet Communist government
under Russian contrel. The Garmman capsal, which
tha other Alles refusad pomt blank to deser, was
to ba rulad by a four-power Commession and the
City spiit into Russian, American, Batish and French
Zones, it also allowed free access by road, rail
and air via designated cormdors through Eastem
Gamany, An uneasy peace descended on
the devastaled countres which the American
Marshall Plan began 1o rabulld.

Owver the next three yaars, the Russians tried
Hrér;..ﬂhng they could to remove the Westam allies
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i:liagrarn used to accompany a Seplember 1948 press release, showing major airfields
and aircraft routing. (FP Collection)
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The Hastings began its operational career with the Airlift; here TG514 of 297 Sqn at

Schieiswigland 1948. (Andy Thomas Collection)

from Beelin so that they could absorb it info
their planned Empire. The Allies, at mesting after
meating, showed greal patience with Stalin,
recognising that he had a case for building a vast
Buffer around his couniny 1o protect agairst a futune
Hatler whe might snse from the ashes of Garmary,
By June 1948 he had faled 1o get his way,
envan when he brought in tanks and guns 1o
thraaten any move by the Allies to use the raad
carridors into the beleaguered city.

A Crisis point was reached on June 24 when
the surtace blockade was completed. Forward
planmng had beean going on for some tima o maet
this poesinle challenge, inlially 1o ensure ihe Allied
torces in Badin ware supphed. bul i bacama all
toce clear that, although the first BAF crews
from England were ordered 1o take Kit for tan
days’, the Russian atiitude had hardened and
the fate of cwvar 2 million Garman civilians now
depended on their famer anemies

In a beautiful pine forest, near Hanover,
tay an airfield built for Gaman light bombears,
These lacilities ware now being enjoyed
by RAF fighter pilots. and enginears had given
the formiar grass field long and solid runways
Howeavar, the fighter crews weara maveard
aut 1& make way for the arrival from England
af the first of the many transport aircraft 1o
aooupy this airtield over the next 12 months

In England. tha C-in-C of RAF Transpart
command recewed orders o draw Up &
plan for supplying Barhn by air. Initially, this
was code-named ‘Carer Patarson' bul this
later changed o 'Plainfare’; the Americans

FlyPast July
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USAF C-47s line

usad the rame 'Vitllas'.

At 0600 hours on Monday Juna 2B the first
gircratt carrying Hour kel Wunstor for the Briish
sectorn airfield at Gatow and by tha end of the day,
13 Daketas caried in 44 short (Amearican) lons
of food. At this stage nobody expectad that the
operation wiouid need 1o ast for long, vet as Duday
Barker was later to record in the offical publicaton
‘Berlin AIRLIFT" "What in fact had just begun

.. J..H'._’i-ll J,_l. t ‘.}
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up al Tempelhof to unload their precious cargo. {USAF)

was the grealest and largest air supply opearafion
aver attempled, ar avar likely 1o be attermpted
afgain’,

Favouring the planners was the fact that both
the Amearcans and the British still had large
numbers of fully-trained transport pikots — aven
with the RAF run-down it was possibis to invite
Back' others with skilizs not yal forgotten
Moraover there had been combined operations
of many kinds and on many fronts during the
conauest of Germary and Japan. Not on the soale
about to be needed or crammed into so small
an area, but the framework was there with
pxparienca to adjust and axtand 1o this new
challenge. It would also be suppartad by the vany
latest in air control equipmant, and within
Wastern Germany and Berin itself (here was
unlimited lsbouer
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Vary soon the combined contrel structure
was in place with a joinl organisation, ovarsaen
by an Amarican commandar with a Brihish
second-in-command — thus reflecting the sharo
af the effort invelved, the Americans clearly had
the greatesl contribution to make, with the
larger and greater number of aircrafl o carny the
tofnage through the air. The RAF flaw from the
Brtish Zone of Gemany, tha Americans from
thair zone and that of the British, whese they
operated from RAF-controllad bases. The
British, whose zone was geographically nearar
1o Berlin. undertook the major part of the work
on the ground, they also agread to camy all
German passengers, of which thare were ovar
67,000 during the panod of the blockade.

A5 the combined airlift got under way s
shape changed to meat the necd for maximum
wizight par aircraft each 24 hours — for this was
a day and nighi operation. The shortest route
was from the British Zone to Gatow, also in the
British sector of Barin and so 0 soon became
clear that tha larger capacity aircraft could
increasa the daily lift by fhang inte Gatow, thus
increasing the numbear of joumeays. As a resull,
Amarncan alreraft — such as the Skymaster
with ‘a capacity of ten tons — llew from the
British Zone into Galow

One of the earliest decisions was, of course,
to fly each aircraft in streams of equal spead
gapacity, this was 1o ensura that the flow would
ba one airciatt landing and one taking off at Gatow
pviry threse minutas throughout the 24 hours. an
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Crew from the 48th TCS briefing for another trip to Berlin. (USAF)

air movameant evary 30 seconds in bad
weather this was extended to five minules,
r_']nmm.s.!:.- a pilet armving lale would endandger
the flow right back in his bleck and, on such
pocasons, he was likely to be ordered 1o exit the
airfield without landing, taking his precious load
with him. On the rare occasion when an accdent
blackad the runway (undercarnage collapses,
for example) facilities were on hand to remove
the aircraft and is load in minuies, while the
controdlers [ost more of their hair,

In the beqginning, onty Gataw in tha British Zone
and Tempalho! in the Amencan sector were
available; a third airield had therelome 1o be built
in the French sector and this filed, Tegel, was
constructed in quick tmea by tha Amerncans
and French. This gave some relief 1o Galow as
a fair proporticn of the British aircraft in the iift
could be diverled to the new field and thus
increasa the total tonnage, The control of thesa
tight streams of converging aircraft was only
possible by the latest radio and radar and 4 was
the RAF that possessad the best, With this
ecjuiprment and tha skiiul HAF-fraimead controllers

stream having a different height. ralativa to the
aircraft to Gatow. Incoming pilots made their
comtact with Gatow air fraffic through the Frobnau
beacon, In good weather it was straight in
frem this beacon; in bad, weather air traths
control handed them owver to Ground Control
Approach located in twin caravans close 1o the
runway. I all failed it was back through the exil
coridor with no second tries, Here great help
cama trom the now familiar, but then, the latest
waather xd from the Foyal Aircraft Establisbiment,
the sanes of cross-bar sodium approach lights
which aligned with the centre of the munway
Although there were lew opticns at the Berlin
gnd of this Air Bridge, thare was graatar
avallability at the start with a good selection of
wall equipped airfields, Early on a sor of
musical chairs look place, as aircraft werg
movied about to allow for maximum control and
lzad carrying. Wunstort, Fassbarg and Lubeck
were 500n playing key roles in the airift.,
Mearwhile, tha Amercans had obtained large
numbers of Skymasters from arcund the world
and a high proportion sought out the Brtish

Ahein Main was one of the primary bases used by USAF aircraft in West Germany to
uplift material for Berlin; July 26, 1948. (USAF)

installed at Gatow, these constantly changing
streams of aircraft couid be fed into the three
minute schedule with rermarkable accuracy and
consistency,

The safety factor was enhanced by each

Senior officers at Lubeck study the map showing routes to and from Berlin — Lubeck
was one of the RAF's main airfields during the Berlin Airlift having given up its fighter
role to become a transport base for this operation. (Ken Delve Collection)
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Zone for fhe short run to Berlin, By the autumn
Ihe Amaricans occupied the whole of Fassbarg.
with an overtiow at Celle. Although administerod
and commandad by the BAF the joint effort
went without a hitch or disagreement - and for
A bonus the Amearican aircrews discovered the
auain British hakit of 8a and buns at all hours,
although they also managed ta imporn their
doughnuts, to the debght of the European
craws. In the meantime, the much-moved
givilian Dakotas found themselves al Fuhlsbuitel
nzar Hamburg and this base soon bacame the
hoemia for civilian aircrafl, At first Brstol Freighters,
Haltons and Halifaxas, along with tha Waytarers
wore hare, Othar cvilian typas, the Tudors
and Lancastnans, rermained at Wunsiort, Finally
anothar airfield, at Schieiswigland, was opaned
up to allow the HAF's latest heavy transpor, the
Hastings, to make its debul oparational fhights
in the Aidift. The flying pattern had by now
daveloped so thal the inward flow of Brifish
Zone based aircraft used the norham corndor
whilst those from the &mencan Zone bases
usad the southem and centra corridars for the
exit flights.

By this time the Germans knew the Russians
had realised thal the Waestarn Allies would not
foragao thelr rights to share the administration of
Berlin and to ensure frea passage 1o it through
the agreed surface and air corridors.  Even
the waterways warne used, because untll he wors!
of the weather frore the beauliful Havel Lake in
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Berhin, was deal for BAF Coastal Command
Sunderdand flying-boats. These ware joined by
civilian Hythe fiying-boats. In addibon to the heawvy
loads they could bring, they ware a braathtaking
sight and morale booster for the hard-prossed
Beriners, foarful that hey might be el to the memy
of the vengehul Russians. Whan the Britsh
Prme Minister visited 'Plainfare’ in March,
aircratt still flew through snow and wind, in
conaions thal tested both aircrews and cortrolles
Hiz was said to have baen immensely impressed
and stayed two days, flving through the foul
wealthear in a York

It is claimed thal the health of the civilian
population — suffering from the effects of a
desperate war — actually improved that winter
probably because tha Allies ware getting the nght
lood 1o them, whatever tha cost, Early an real
colfea suddenly started to appear in the shogs
for the first fime since 1939, This was becauss
the load expors had decided that real cotfes
weighed lass than the matenals required lor the
making of ersatz variety, It was also calculated
that it would be better to bring in flour — and the
coal to bake it — mthor than ready-made Inaves,
with their water content and increased space
requiremeants, even though it would save on fuel
Every day exparts came up with the means to
shave off time or increase loads. Forinstance,
the repair and rebuilding of a temporary bridge
between Gatow and Berlin city centre could
reduce the luel used by heavy load carriers
and this becamea a priorty @arly in the oparaton,

Line small act of mercy, however, nearly
threalened the health of the city. A young man,
sufforing from a sevare altack of polio but living
in the wastern end of the Bridge. was thought

to e an ron lung to survive, Very few of these
machines then exsied bul one was located in
the: American hospital within the Berin Zons. It
was decided o fiy the sick boy inte Badin in one
of thee Yorks and he was met at Gatow by an
Amarican ambulznce then rushed away, bul died
withon the waek, Unfortunately, the medical officer
at Gatow had not been miormed until the boy had
lefi that the flour sacks on which be had travelled
had been disparsed. The aircraft had also
Dpan mel by mambers ol the Press who, o their
dizmay wene mmediatety put indo guarantine and
an angry doctor bagan 1o demand that the flour
sacks ba found and destroyed.  For two weeks
the Press crew had o report daily for medical
checks but no outhreak occurred.

The Russians tred varous tncks to obstruct
the smoath running of this miracle operation, as
I was fasl becoming an embarrassment 1o
tham, not only in the eyes of their own people
but alzo the rest of the world, A lavoursd and
highly dangeraus manceuvre was fo fiy their cwn
aircraft, usually tighters and often in squadron
strength, in formalion across the Allied comidors.
This would rasult in a maeting of thie four-power
Cammission al which the Russians would
ppologise and claim it was navigation error
and that thair pilots would be punished

I May 1943, the Russian Govemment suddanly
lifted the surface blockade as f # hag never
happenad and lifie bocama nomal again, By noon
on May 11. the HAF had fiown 49,733 flights to
and from Bardin, the USAF 131,378 and ol aircrft
13,878, The BAF had aidifted 281,727 shon tons,
the LISAF 1,214 338 and the civil aircratt 87 618,
Bath the BAF ard the LISAF had each flown about
J0,000 backloaded freight (shon tons) and the
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Alst avadlable: the !nuﬂhw“r ﬂlu‘l‘hing Co spevial adition

aivil alreralt appiox 1,500, Nearky 70,000
German passengars trom Berin were carmad by
the RAF. The extracrdinary enthusiasem of all
who fook part can bast be llustrated by the
oocasen whan, al one Brtish base it was found
that there were moma loaded Dakotas ready
than aircrew fo fly them. lmmediately scralch
craws from amang off-duty controllars and
cther qualified staff, rushed to the cockplis and
five more Hlights ware addead to the day's total.

Much, of courss had been leamed which was
to prove of vital use far the expanding
transport industry and. It had cost the British
people about £8,000,000 (at 1944 prices)

Even in present-day terms this was a remarkabs
oparation, which succeedaed n delvenng upwards
of 4 000 tons of a vast variety of malerials day
and night tor close on a year at a rate of touch
down that resembled the train arrivals on the
London Undarground at peak time, The
salistaction of all those who took part in the air
and on the ground was akin to the winning of great
Daltles, axcepd AS one sl remarked no one was
kiHed in anger. Howaver, thar were inewvitably
soma acoidents — the British (RAF & civilh and
the Americans sulfered less than fen each but,
gsadly, betwean them thase accounted for nearty
Gt tatalibes

Next Issue: The August issue includes
an American view of the Berlin Airlift.
The Editor would be delighted to hear
from anyone with material relating to the
Airlift - aircrew or groundcrew - for an
extended FlyPosl column in Part Two of
our Berlin Alrlift covarage.

lhese ore the finest, most suthentic flying jackers available

Humd made to order at oaer Fectory an [vwbridge, each juckel ia
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Right; Roughwear A-2, Cond41000,
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William Eslick spent most of the Berlin
Airlift looking after Dakota engines at
aither Wunstorf or Liibeck.

(via Dave Allport)

Airbrid

William Eslick recalls the long days and

hard work involved in keeping RAF

aircrafi

serviceable for the Berlin Airlift.

was the order, Tool kits and senvicing

equipment wera loaded. Evaryona
plled intc the Dakotas, already stripped as
freighters, an route for RAF Wunstorf near
Hanower,

4 ' UST PACK ENCUGH gear for a week'

What's going off?”

The Russians have closed the frontier into
Bearlin,"

“Can they do that?"

“They've bloody well done i1,

“The rotten sads ... hare we go again,”

The Bedin Airlift had bagun.

Operatons &t Wunstor began immediatedy, the
aircralt had been refuelled and loaded by
Gierrran labour under the superdision of the RASC
and Gatow, Barin was the destination, flving along
a 10 mile {18km) wide air cormdar, passing
ower Brunswick in (he Easlarn 2ong.

Cbwviousty air tralfic control seemed to know
what it was doing. Of the ground servicing
and retuslling essential work, nobody and
nothing seamed arganised into any logical son
of systam. A sargeant applying a bit ol common
sense 1o this chaos, producad a blackboard oul

RAF Libeck was one of the main airfields from which aircraft departed en route Lo
Berlin: here the 50,000th ton to be loaded at Libeck is going aboard an aircrafl.
{(Ken Delve Collection)

ol thin air ard chalked up some aircreft numbers
requiring attention. This board and easel slood
at the centre af the main hangar so it couldn’t
be missed. |1 gave some sort of guidance as to
whal workl was outstanding, either refuelling

Gr trouble shooting.

Sevoral squadrons of aircralt, aircrews and
groundcrews all milling about creatad a fair bit
of confusion, Sguadrons kept their eniihes but
thie whioke foroe was ‘pooled . Mysell and a couplo
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of 'cronies’ wera soon grabbed 1o act as trouble-
shooters on any technical snags ansing — the
e=ual mag drops and oil leaks ete, We baecame
know as 'The Plumbars

The Dakotas camed fiour, then sacks of grain,
Berin could grind i#s own flowr. They camied coal
tex Tl the power stabons so that fiour milling and
pther industries could function in the blockaded
city, and to build wp stocks for the winter ahead.
Il was summer now, hot, but wet with numerous
thunderstorms. We were gratelul for tha PSP
(pierced ateal planking) apron 1o keep down the
mud. The only drawback was the 24-hour
working day which was split into an awlul shift
It was a bit difficult when awakened at
4.30am, from deep sleep, (o arouse much
anthusiasm for work, Forunataly, the shift
change timing was soon roorganisad into
gomathing more civilised

This mixed bag of twin- and four-engined
alrcraft operating out ol the sama base led fo some
dangerous misloadings, The crews wouldn't
necessarily know what was in the leaded
cotainers, Sacks of Sour, grain, or coal, wara
easily identified — thi coal by its filthy sacks and
clouds of gritty black dust everywheara. Also it
wias heavy, 50 two layers of coal sacks made up
i Dakala ioad, Sometimes the goods were
crated, giving no clue as what they containad.
Even steel bars were carned, 10 maintain some
s ol productivity in Berlin,

Crews would come back 1o the Mess saving
“Though! there was somathing wrong with the

routine

aircraft. It seemed down for power, wouldnd
ynshick from the runway, Managed 1o slagger
into the air and keep full throttle on to maintain
haeght. 'When set down at Galow 11 Hopgped like
a wal cow-pal. Found oul we had a York [oad
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on board”, The York crew flying the Dakota load
apparently had no complaints!

Omne consolation was the supply of propretany
brands of spifts availabée in the Mess, Gordon's
or Plymouth Gin cost esght shillings a boltle
{40p). One NCO craw, compnsing the statutony
pilal, navigator and signaller, reckonad on
taking a full bottle of gin with them on each inp.
By the time they passed over Brunswick on
the refum leg, the bottle would be empty, 1o be
fossed out over a particular Bussian bamracks,

The Dakotas proved of great value during Operation Plainfare, operating from Lubeck
as here, and other bases; at least one crew was killed when their aircraft crashed in the
Russian Sector. (Ken Delve Collection)

Oinone particular humid day a rigger (airframse
mechanic) cami into the otfice after stating his
dally Inspection of a Dakota.

“Will you come and have a look Chiefia
there's something odd?"

Chiefie went oul 1o have a ook at someathing
‘ood', twas"edd' all right. Long shoots of pale
grass’ were sprouting up thraugh the joints in
the plana’s lloor panels! The alloy floor panels
wera taken up, not without ditficulty as most of
them hadn't been up in years, many hob-nailed
paratrooper boots had scuffed the slots out of
the screw heads, It appears that the mixture of
flour and coal dust had formed a nica thick
laver of compost in which loose wheal and
barey grains could take mol. The wel boots and
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Avro Yorks, here with 51 and 242
Squadrons, also operated out of
Wunstorf. (Peter Green Collection)

hot greanhouse affect had sat the grains shooting
for the light, They grew arcund control cables,
glectric winng, hydraulic pipes and anything
else that was In the way, Something had 1o be
gone about it. The ‘something' was 1o rolata sach
aircraft in turn back o Dakington. Here a
modification was devised. All fioor panels wera
liftiad, the sludgs cleaned out and each panel edga
lined with a fabng loop contaimng Plastcing, When
refittad the Plasticne-adged floor panels formed
a tight seal.

The aircralt ratated o tha UK were those dus
for major overhaul. Wunstor? couldn’t Cope
with overhauls as well &s maintenance under tha
Intensive flying conditions. 1t was enough jusl
1o keep aircraft fiying, With the limited facilities
and labour, improvisation was the order of the
day. Large jobs were done at Cakington — if
the aircraft was capable of {lying thera. Aircraft
refuming to the LIK were ‘robbed’ of anything fairky
new or usaful. Replacement parts, oftan only
just functioning, were fitted in thair place. Even
engines woukd be ‘pinched if they only had & few
heaurs running time.  Clappacd-out oid things, leanng
pil, would be fitted in thair place, |ust to gel
back to the LK,
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With a peaceful river scene as a backdrop, aircrew relax in the aircrew buffet at Lubeck
during Operation Plainfare. (Ken Delve Collection)

Une pleasant surprise was the gquality of the
former Luftwalle NCOs" Mess where wa dinad;
gimnilarly, the barrack block fiving quariers. The
Mess was decoraied i Black Forest styla,
Plerty of woodan carvings at the bar and dining
room, heads of stags and other trophies of the
chase were mounted above the ar, The cutlery
was haavy nickal silver. Gemman walresses
sanfad meals on spotless linen. Nobody had
tothered 1o remaove tha Luttwatte emblem ol a
winged Swastika from abowve the barack room
entrance, The basemeéant had been the air raid
shelar and was litted oul as a laundry. The top
fioor was robust encugh tohouse a gymnasium.
The equipmeant was still there, and infact

One of the most useful bits of equipment in the
hangar was the Kubelspritz. This was the
Giarman equivalent of a Bobsh shrmup-pump, used
for putting aut incendiary bomb fires during air
raids, Dakotas, like any other agroplana, would
suffer oil leaks. The first thing 10 establsh was
from which particular flange joint, connection or
comporent, the oll originated. Which part of the
anaiomy of the engne was faulty, Wih slipstream-
tlown oil evarywhare it 15 usually impossible to
dafine accurately.  First you must wash down the
oflending engine with petrol and the Kubalspntz
was just the job for this, producing a line spray,
or a neat jet as required. Once washed down,
after allowing a few minutes for the patrod lumeas
o evaporate, [he enging was given a shorl,
sharp run-up — nol too long or the ol woulkd be
everywhere again — this way the source of
the fault could usually be spotted, The call
would offen echo around the hanger “Who's got
Ihe "effing Kubelspriiz™

The misloading of York and Dakola cargoes
couldn't be allowed to conlinue indefinitely
SOMEDNE WHS gaing o be killed belore (0o
g The remedy wias e mose the Dakotas aboud
A0 miles {48km) north to Celle, an airftield close
o Luneburg Heath

Air and groundcrew packed their bags and few
upto Calle,  The airheld was just a cleanngn
a denze pime lorest. [T was a novel experisnce,
walking to work, o the hangars, threading a
woodland path befween fir rees, listening 1o the
rattle of busy woodpeckers already atl their
labodrs, Summer was drawing to an end and
{he lraad blatted oul whataver litls ligghl wias lelt
suddenly it seemad to beautumn. Tha airlift
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showed no signs of ending.

The Dakolas had been operating at Celle for
fivie days and nobody had recaved any mail, “Bel
it’s all in the mail rack down al Wunstor” was the
general oginion. | came off shift at midday, had
a quick lunch in the Mess and went back to the
airfigld, | joined the first NCD aircrew that
knew me well and flew off with them to Berin,
Al Gatow, we crossad the Tarmac 1o fhe York
oparational area and joined a crow hoading
off back to Wunstor. A1 Wunstord | searched the
Mess maill rack and picked up all the lettars
addressed to MCOs who were now at Celle, |
had a beer at the Mess bar, walked back 1o the
irhield and pckad up a York returming 1o Barlin,
Wi werg buzred by three Russian Yak fighiars
while in the legitimate 10-mile wide zir cormdor
over Easl Garmany. The Yaks just flew closa
across the nose, first from left o right, then
right te left. Hoping the York would take evasive
achon and stray oul o the eorrdor &0 thal They
could legitimately shoot it down. The York pilof
just ignored the threat and pressed on with his
slaady course, You can't throw a York abou
when it's carrying a lead of coal anyway, s a

bit like a double-decker bus with 2 ull lead o
passengars, not an agrobatic machine by any
sirgich of the imaginaticn. The Yaks lost interest
and vanishad, & Gatow, | picked up the first
Dakota heading back o Cele and stuck the letfers
in the Celle Mess mail rack, Robbie Knew
whera | had been, bul nobody eise neaded 1o
know. None of the crews | had flown with
asked what | was about, and | probably wasnt
listed on any of the four crew manifests | had
joined. | was about my own business and old
enough o fake care of mysall. An ‘ask no
guestions’ policy existed, where as ong NCO |
asked a favour of another

The Americans were beginning to make their
large transport capacity felt! The first time a four-
engined Globemastar landed at Celle everyone
taughed as it missed the turn off from the
runway. Suddenly to evaryona’s amazement it
backed up! This was the firsl example ol
reversing-pitch props o be sean. The firs! fow
Amercans appeaared in the Mess — the advance
guard of a full invasion. There wera shll the
scheduled services thing oul ol Cakington and
sometimes the crews would stop ovemight at
Celle. Civillan aidines were getting in on the act
Freddie Laker Tor example, llying Avreo Tudors
| was aoon off again nofhward, this tima right
up o the Baltic, hard against the eastern
boundary of 51 Hubertus, another ex Luttwalle
fieshd - RAF Lidbeck

First imprassions; sensible hangars — any
alreralt could be wheelad in or oul without
disturting all the others. The doors wene like &
lipped over olHop desk and actually opaned the
full length and part of one end. Whan fully
apenad tha hangar became only two and a
half sided, Mot too much call for thatl Cooler
wealher was las! approachung and it was bafler
o keap the doors closed. The heating system
redlly worked too, Mobody sal on the Skeam
haating plpes, the fins wera oo fine and sharp
and the things were really hot. One nice touch
was the building of an ‘Uncle Tom' iype log house
NAAFI fight inside ona end of a hangar. The
German workmen usad only sharp adzas to
fashion the close itting logs. The whole thing
wWas up in aday, It didn’t alter the quality of the
l@a, however. Sl the stewed vanety, | never
ever found a tea leal in the battom of & NAAFI

A very valuable load being placed on a Dakota - tobacco; note the armed guard!
iKen Delve Collection)
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cup. only a tine brown, dusty-laoking powder,

Cne of my first jobs was a Dakota engine
change. Mothing special about thal axcep
that the German crane drver didn' seem to be
abie 1o control his rubber-tyred mobile maching
o any degres of RCCuUrBcy. Al one point, M mowing
forwards into position, the new engine was
swinging like a pendulum in 200 [Bm} arcs over
the stricken Dakota. 1 it comes off now, thought
[, thera'll be Hall o pay. Grasping the wildly
swinging engine and calming is urge to destnoy
fisell and the Dakata, we gol it into a reasonable
position, directly above its mounting points.
We lowared away gently, bul tha engina was
£oming down in sik-inch jerks' Fine whan it's stil
six feel away from fingl position, but heart
stopping whan the final faw inches ara 1o be in
half inch and even guarter inch incremants. Al
ong point the engine was resting on g luel pipe
and a piece of rubber hose whilst the cranea chain
was guite elack!

It was the most fingar-risking engine change |
had ever done, Amputaton af the wrst as a ton
of angine camse down fast was a distingt possibility.
It appearad to me that the cranea driver was mome
used to changing gun barmals on 'Tlu,jﬁr larks.

There was plenty of franspart heading into the
town of Libeck. One had only to wait at the

A number of civil operators took part in
the airlift; here a Dakota of Kearsley
Alrways at Libeck.

(Ken Delve Collection)

guardroom for the next avallable 3 ton truck or car,
LisLelly the ubituitaus Violkswagen. The dropping
off point, and pick-up for retwurn, was the bridge
at the south end of town, Lobeck was still a fine
old exarmpie of & Hanseatic porl, A lot of omata
Gothic architecture 25l remained, in spite of a vast
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fira-bombing raid during tha strong March winds
of 1942 destroying most of the ald wooden
buildings. The Ratskeller {Town Hall) and the
madieval Holsenior wesa fing examples. The town
had been walled and the norham cutlet was
the Burgior, N saamed incongrucus o saa 20th
century tramears passing through its ancian
archies. The Rivar Trave formed the aastern
boundary and just across the water lay the
Hussian Zone,

Engaged in rmy usual Troubls-shoating’ mole 1 had
& small gang of ainmen and corporals o gaintuly

May 24, 1949, and the Lubeck marks the
50,000th passenger from Berlin to pass
through its hands. (Ken Delve Collection)

amploy. Soon my second three-month stint was
up. It was mid-Decembsar and cold, Libeck was
situated on a labude similar o Mowcastle in
England, but it telt fike it was in the Arctic Circle
Tima to return 1o Qakington and a spol of
Chnstmas leave, Wittun 24 hours of retuming from
leave | decaied Januanyd inan England not vt fully
recovarad from wartime austenty. was nol for me
If ona’s going 1o ba cold, then it might a3 well be
whare thene are some compensations. | was soan
back in Lobeck,

I was assigned a new job — luck was with
ma. This was a cushy number, Not oul on tha
Ireazing Tarmac prodding about in the innards of
recalcitrant Pratt & Whitney angines, bul in a
warm office in Tach Contral, Tech Conirpl was
linked to the Flying Control by intarcom and
Iower conversation with aircraft was broadoast
A landline telephona switchboard linked up with
each sanacing Flight around tha airfield penmaeter,
Whoaver was on duty could pass an information
1a-each Flight as required.

Dine wall of Tech Control was covered with a huge
Hackboard listing every aircrafl on the Station. Each
day a different coloured pastel chalk would be used
te avold confusion, Today's daily inspections, as
thay were reported completad, might be listed in
pale green. Tomomow, a dfferant colour, wheroas
yestarday's, baing n light tua gave an smmediate
incicaticn of being cut of date and unavailabie for
operations for thal reason, Graoually, as each Fight
rang in with an update, the tlue changed to
green. Long-term unsanviceability was danoied
by redd chalk, routine inspection waork by brown,
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The load control unit at Liibeck looks
remarkably peaceful in this shot but was
hectic most of the time.

(Ken Delve Collection)

aircraft en route outward In yellow, inbound
aircraft pink, In addiion, cumulative fiying hours
wena racorded o supply an nstant reas-out of long-
term avallabiliby. Maturally with communications
coming in from the tower, and tha Flights every
faw minutes, the blackboard was constantly
changing. Whosaves wis nearest 1o the board picked
up a chalk and mado tha necassany atteration. The
blackboard was an invaluatde instanl referanca,
W were aghast, durmibstruck, when an engnearning
officer stated that he didn't think the board was
worth the rouble if took to keep 4 up 1o dale, He
sakd he didr obtain information from i casily. When
P picked up a wrong coloured chalk to make an
altaration the solution was obvious, He was
calour blind!

| 'was in Tech Control when Pl Thomas called
in on agproach from Berlin, Mying on ha comect
heading in poar visibility some 10 miles from
the runway. That was the last call recaived.
The Dakota crashed nto woodlard in the Russian
zone, dead in line with the rurmyay, 4 miles shor
For ornoe the Russians allowed the HAF crash inacks
straight in, There were no sundvons, Was the radar
sal four miles aut of correct reading? Or was tha
pliot's intarpretabon 4 miles out?  Those are
unanswerad queastions,

It was abwious that the aidift was at long lasi
drawing to its close.  After ten months of siege the
Russians weare ralaxing their frontier controls.
They wara not fully lifted, but some trucks were
allowed 1o pass through Checkpoint Charlia. My
firal fheee morths were up; | had no desing o extend
for a further tour

The alrlift had been operating for almos! 20
mmonins — ten active and interasting morths for
me. From mid-summer, through autume and winter,
noy 11 wWas spnng again

Sure anough in & coups of weaks the aidift ended
The planes and crews refumied to their British bases,
Meanwhile, Fregdie Laker and such-like charer
Aiftines had gained encugh credibility o finance
more ambitious projacts
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Armour-plated RP-63C (43-10959) was typical of the series. Di
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ring I'IDI‘I-'I; a standard P-

634 in aft cockpit windows, plus large steel baffles protecting Pinball's exhaust stacks.

(USAF phota)

S/ ] 00 the attacker -
but (1071} S/1C0] him

final exam for naw aircrews, the LIS
Army Alr Forces grew concamed over the

efiicacy of bomber gunmer training programmes
While gunners and gun emplacemenis wara
necessary for bombear sureival, USAAF flexible
gunnary training lacked auvthenticity, In an
effor to give gunners the best possible iraining,
a vaneaty of mowving target ranges ware davisad,

And val, no modealiing (ball turrel gunners
someatimes practised lollowing toy trains on
serpenting tracks inside training buildings lined
with turrets} could replace actual combal
scanarios. A bold proposal advocated using
mannad aircralt, with toughaened skins, as
targets to be fired upon by rew gunners shoaoting
e ammunition of a special design. The realism
was compelling. the mock attackers Wwould
pxacute real pursut cunves and imitate Axis ighter
tactics against bombars camying siucent gunners
pver Amencan ranges. The siudents would take
gim and fire at their attackers; tha frangible
bufiats would disntegrate upon impacting tha thick
ekin of the special fiying largets. The AAF
began developmeant of a lead-and-plastic
frangible bullet in mid- 1542

The twir-engine Douglas A-20 altack bomber
was intially favoured for the role of aggressar
A section of A-20 wing was clad In armour
made of Duralumin, and early in 1844 |t survved
statc firing tasts. MNext cama the plating of a
complete &-20 for live firg and flight testing in
Flarida, Bul the bombar was obwviously
handicapped by all the added weight of the
armaour, and successful though the actual finng
trials were, the AAF decded any production target
gircraft should be more like the Messarschmifi
Bf 1092 in traits. During this phase of the
frandgible bullet programime, the ralathve availabilin
of P-63s versus Mustangs and Thunderbolls made
the Kingeobra a likely choige,

Ball took more than a passing interest in the
frangible bullet programme when its P-63 was
selected to be the armourad target, The typcal

ﬂ 5 WORLD WAR Two became a digbalical
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pick-up sensor. According to an RP-83 Erechon
and Maintepance manual: “In addition 1o
recording such hits the system also visually
indicates hits to pilot of targel airplans, and
gurners who are finng a1 taret airplane, by means
e lights whach flash as hits are made” The manual
described the machanics of hit sensing: “Pick-
ups are of the Magnatostriction typa and consist
of a parmanant magnet core which is wound with
A stator coil,., Vibration caused by impact of bullets
on armour plate to wnich pick-up is gttachead,
causes stress vanation in the parmanent meagnatl,
These siress varabons produce changes in
magneatic flux causing the lines ot force to move
across the coil, thereby inducing an altamating
current of low voltage in the stator ocoil. Voltage

Frederick A Johnsen
recounts the use of
Bell RP-63 ‘FPinball’
Kingcobras as acerial
targets for bomber

gunners.

RP-63C-2 (43-11074) — note horizontal vanes in wing root cooling inlet o prevent
bullets entering, plus inner main wheel landing doors — both designed to prevent
damage. (Peter M Bowers Collection)

Bell enthusiasm was an assel. As ocnginally
anvisiongd, the AP-638 in this programma were
ammoured to protect them from gunners firing
during a classic pursult curve, with plating 10 protsct
pilod and aircrall from bullals in a cone radiating
0" from the RP-635' line of flight. Gunnery
students were expacted 1o stop firng balore the
AP-63 mada its break from the pursuit curve, but
in eagemass, soma studaents literally shot down
AP-63s with a well-placed lrangible bullet in a
viulnerable par of the farget Kingoobra,

By August 1944, the prototype HP-E3 flew,
tollowed by & praduction ordar for 85 HP-G3AS.
The whole notion of placing sensors undear the
gkin plates, allowing hits o be counted and
alsa haralded by a blinking light in the RP-63's
propeller spinner, gave rise 1o naming one of the
threse prototypeas ‘Pinball’, the name that eventualy
bacame aquated with the whole programmea,

For RAP-63A-11 through RP-G3C-2 vanants, the
hit tallying equipment relied on 109 pick-up
units to alectronically record hits by frangible
bullets. A test of the system could be performed
on the ground by striking any of the sections of
armour-plated skin that contained an active

of current generated is proportional fo rate of
change In strass, tharalore, amplitude and
frequency of vibration governs intensity of the
signal generated. Voilage thus generated is
appliad to a mixar unit and amplifier through a
shalded cable and unction box " Mecharas were
cautioned not 1o disassemble pick-up units,
becauss they wera calibrated at the factory, and
disassembly could degrade this, The complex
hit sensing and recarding system relied on
vacuume-tube technology of the era.

An AAF manual describad the pick-up unit
installations. “"Provisions are made for ataching
a pick-up unit to each section of removable
armour plaie and o the aft fuselage and
ampennaga skin. In most cases the units are
attached at right angles to the plata. Holes ara
drilled in the airplane skin, to provide room for
the pick-up unit.”

Concurrent with the creation of BP-83 Pinballs,
Duke Univarsity refined _30-caliore frangitla
bullets 1o an operationally-succasstul degrea,
athough some feed and rajectory problems would
continue 10 nag the programme.

Pan of the reason Pinball Kingoobras could
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withstand baing shol at was that the frangible
bullets were small 30-calibra rounds instead of
the maore massive | bB0-calibre size In neary
universal use aboard American bombers by
the tima Finball came into baing.  This necossitated
moditying gun turrets and flexible waist mounts
to take smaller 30-calibre machine-guns, which
had to be fine-tuned to permit rapid and
continuous feeding of the unusual frangible
rounds.

The ariginal production run of RP-63As8 was
augmentad by 200 AP-B3Cs, and capped off by
the creation of 32 RP-63Gs. Where ragular P-
B3 vananls delated inboard mainwheel well
doors, the Pinballs used doors to completely
enclose and protect the tyres. Early RP-634As
wora vulnarable to bullet ingestion in the dorsal
carburettor scoop, Ideas to praven! this included
lacing the scoop (o the rear, afthough AP-634As
continued 1o be bl with foreard-facing caturetion
inlets. Tha RP-63G introduced a llush opaning
in the luselage for the carburettor,

The heal-treated 45T aluminium alloy plating
that protected Pinball aircrafl and pilols variad
in thickness in responsae o e nature of impacts
likely to be received on various parts of the

iy B s Fema o Sessiddio i sl B akd

Drawing from RP-63 'Erection and
Maintenance' manual showing extra
armour plating on forward fuselage. (Bill
Miranda Callection)

siructure.  Plating thicknesses were revised
on G-models, probably as a result of senvice
axperience gainad with older Pinballs. The
cockpit windows, including windscreen, doors,
and ovarhaad curved panels, consisted of
ammoured glass in Pinballs, with thicker framas
Betwaan windows than on unarmoured P-63s
Rear canopy glazing was replaced by aluminium
armour plate on Pinball aircraft. RP-83As and
'Ca used bullt-up propeller spinnars of rjiﬂenng
laminations and thicknesses for additional
protection

The lorsard luselage and wings of RP-E3s were
protected by armour plate altached by screws
or ublguitous aircralt Drus fasteners. Armour
panais thal screwed onto the struciure over
existing skin relied on floatmg mut plates mounted
tor resntorcaments in the onginal skin; the Hoating
nut plates made instaiation and alignment of the
armour plating easier. Some access doors
were replaced with Dzus-fastened armour
panals, The empeannage and alt lusalage of AP-
638 wera built with fiush-mveled heavy 245T Alelad
skin 081-inches thick. with heavier plating
sorewed 1o the leading edges of the vertical fin
and honzontal stabilizer,

Exhaust stubs were proteciad by angled stesl
shrouds attached with Drus fasteners. Labyrinth
staal baffles at the cooling inlets in tha wings wera
supposad o prevent frangible bullet fragments
from damaging the delicate cooling system
[although this was a source of problems for
RP-G3s).

Control surfaces were also armour skinned for
profection. The array of ammous plate on AP-634As
and RP-63Cs prowvided protection within 30
degraes of head-on for the Pinball, RP-63G-1
versiens were addibonally protected from
broadside hits. And in case an ambilious
studemnt gunner continued finng at & Pinball
fiving away from the gunnar, aluminium ammaour
25 inches (6.4mm) thick was installed bahind
the pilot's head, augmenting the thick skin that
replaced the all cabin windows.,

The unamed RP-63s camead an N-3C gunssght
which gave the Pinball pilot & realistic view of his
guarry when making pursuit attacks, The
absance of a 37mm cannon and two 50 calibre
machine-guns in the nose of Pinballs demanded
subsiitution by & cast mon ballast bioack in the nosa,
behind the reduction gearbox. On BP-634-11
through RP-630-2 versions, the ballast bifock

Hordes of Pinballs filled the ramp at Laredo Army Airfield, Texas, In 1945 I'u'larhﬂ untha -
national insignia of 42-6911 show strikes by frangible bullets.
(Air Force Historical Research Agency)
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walghed aboul 430lbs (195kg); when RP-630-
12 ware fitted with radio eguipment in the
lorward luselage compartment, the ballast block
was reduced to about 362Ibs (164kg).

By the end of April 1945, student gunners at
Las Vagas Armmy Airfleld in the starkly beautitul
Mevada Deserd were shooting frangible bullets
at Pinball RP-63s, according o & contemporany
history from Las Vegas AAF, “bul the results wars
ol very satisfactory. About 5 percent hits
were recorded, However, iF was undetermined
whather the arror was in the number of hils or
whathar the hit counters used were not operating
sufficiently to record all of the hits mads,”

Most vexing o the Pinball programme was tho
incidenca of frangible bullet fragments finding
their way into the cooling system of tha RP-63
by way of the wing leading edge-mounted infets.

But by July of 1945, the research division of
the USAAF Central School for Flaxible Gunnery
al Lareds Army Airfield, Texas, noted in its
maonthly project status report; “All RP-63s have
been groundad throughaout the Training Command
and Training Air Forces. However, the Research
Division has received special permission 1o
use ten of these alrcraf solaly for experimeantal
purposes. The grounding of these aircraft is the
result of the effects of small fragments of tha
frangible projectile lodging in the air coolers of
the RF-63s."

Even as tha RP-63s wera groundad, work
continued to upgrade the bombers used in
fraining Pimball gunners. B-28s, with central fire
control and remately-sighted lurrets, wera baing
phasad in to the Pinkall programme instead of
the B-17s and B-245 gnginally infendad. For July
1945 the USAAF Ceantral School for Flexible
Gunnary reported: “The grealest porion of the
work being accomplishad by the Frangible
Bullet Section during [this month] Is directly
concarnad with the modification of B-29
aquipment,” The repor confinued: “All pasitions
excapt the upper forward have been installed and
tested on the B-28. Considerable difficulty has
bean encounterad in the charger mount.”
Substitution of chrome maoly steel for cold-rolled
sleal in same of lhe charger pans appaared 1o
correct the problam, By that time, not only
Laredo had a frangible-firing B-29; Las Vegas,
Hardingen, and Second Ar Foroe each possessed
a B-249 sa modified.

But the war was neary over; although Stratagic
Air Command showed inferest in RP-63 training
in the immediate postwar ara, the window of
opportunity for Pinball Kingocobras was closing
as the jet age dawned with new bombers, new
capabilities and new polential adversarias,
Finball remains as one of the most enorthodox,
and potentially realistic, gunnery training plans
ever devised. T its axeculion was besal by
problems, s concept smacked ol Yankes
Ingenuity

Saveral Pinballs wera retired 1o static display,
Inciuding exampies once visible al the Liniversity
of Liah in Salt Lake City, the Fresno, Calfomia,
airport, and Lackland Air Force Base, Texas.
As ol writing, only the Lackland exampla
remains on display; the former Fresno pedestal
quean may lorm part of a Kingoobra display
alsewhare

{Porlions of this article are taken from the
farthcoming book, 'P-39 Airacobra/P-63
Kingeobra', in the Warbird Tech Series
from Specialty Press.)




Heip! is & FREE servica 1o
readers offered on a space
dvailable basis, and sadly, thase
is 8 vary long waiting list. Please
keep your appeals SHORT and
write clearly, printing names

and addresses in capital lefiers.
(Please note thal we are unable
10 publish photocoples of pictires. )
Send 1o, FlyPast Help!, PO Box
100, Stamford, Lincs, PES 1X0.

LAC HALL, Jamas, 1013234,
HAFVE, served with 110 Squedron,
died November 11, 1943, buriec
Gauhati War Cemetary, India
details of service and death raguered
for family history, T 5 Boyd, 94
Hillend Road, Clarkston, Glasgow,
GTa THT.

Pakistani Air Force Canadair
Sabre MkE s/n 1815 is being
restored for the Western Canada
Aviation Museum and in order o
present its service history as
part of the display details are
needed of the aircraft's first
operator, the Luftwaffe. Dave
Lennox, Winnipeg, Manitoba,
Canada, R3R 2C1. E-mail:
bdwlenox @ escape.ca

RAF Foxton Moor (Market
Harbarough) — researcher Seeks
infarmallon, urwantad plotures,
maps and site plans from anyone
who sarved hera from the time The
base became operational in May
1945, Ms Camilla McGowan, 31
Laughton Road, Lubenham, Mkt
Harborough, Leics, LE16 STE.

WANTED: info/photos/drawings
regarding construction/interior of
Horsa Mk 1 Glider urgently neadad
for exhibit. Frode Sastand, Monwvegian
Industrial Works Mussum, Vemork,
MN-3660 Rjukan, Norway. E-mail
norskindustriarbmus i telnetl.no

Fairey Ganneat AEW3 — | require
any information about this Royal
Mavy carrier plane for a Duke of
Edinburgh Award in modael
construction. Gregory Walker, 17
Bishops Walk, Bexhill-on-Sea, East
Sussex, THN4D 25P.

LANCASTER NX622 restoration,
RAAF Association Museum in
Perth — we need to find Indicator
Type 162 H2S (Main Screen).and
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Indicator Type 182 H25 (Fish
Pond). Glenn White, 31 Raywood
Road, Whitehills, South
Mandurah, Perth 6210, Australia,

Wesl, Fg O Reginald, 151264,
Mawvigator 236 5gn BAFVH. KIA
Juna 23, 1944, | would like 10
contact anyone who knew him.
Kaith Jones, ‘Keiann', 121 Waisby
Criva, Church Milton, Sithngboume,
Kent. ME10 2TLL.

Corsair (Mk 1) — as part of a
college course | am building a
madel of this WW2 fighter bomber
in clay and am looking for
pictures, plans, details of
panelling and squadron markings,
elc — can anyone help? Graeme
O'Malley, 9 Maree Place,
Kirkcaldy, File, KY2 6PP.

Mewark Air Museum urgently
naeds to Incate & main undercarans
wheel for a Shackleton ME.3,
Extarmal diametar 48in (1,220mm)
and nm diametar 15in {3B0mm),
Contact Mewark Air Musaum,
Winthompe Showaround, Newark,
Mottz, MG24 2NY

Harper, FiSgt R, only survivor
of 622 Sqn Stirling EF128 Gi-D,
shot down Mov 1819, 1943, at
Lachalade (near Verdun), France,
on a raid to Mannheim, became
POW 8094 at camp L3. People of
Lachalade would like him to
attend a ceremony there. Bemard
Pauzié, 19 rue Basse, 51150
Vraux, France.

SEEKING relatives or any
intormation on tollowing and their
aircralt; Gilber Wright downed at
Plouguin {Brest area). July 26,
1842, helpad by French Resistance,
then taken PoW, Sgt J Clark, 218
Son Wellington sunvivor, dovened at
Lanrivaire (Brest araa), and Jamos
Alexander Shorl of 152 Sgn downed
in Brastarea, July 24, 1941, Deatails
needed tor a tribule axhibition
planned for August, Gildas
Saouzanet, 1 Residence des
chataigness, 29840 Lanildut, France.

BAMBURGH Radar Station —
seeking information and photos
of the site and staff for local
museum project. J D Walton, 3
Megstone Close, Seahouses,
Northumberland, NEGS TXY.

DOES ANYONE know the
purpose of a strange device — like
a lighthouse on wheeals — that the
AAF pasitionad in a field near the
villaoe of Chapmansiade m Wiltshire
during the war? [t had a revalving
red light on tog which it up the
neartyy cotiages durmig 15 Hrea-yoar
stay. The village was on the route
Garmar: aircraft took o bomis Bnstol,
Bath and the Midlands and i1 Wwas
alse 3 miles Irom the Warminster
Armmy base. A sergeant and fwo
airmen looked atter the anging:
driven device they lived in a
shaephard's hut, also on wheeis,
and had a Lewis gunon a rpod for
protection, Brian G Macken, 26

Whindsor Crascent, Fromae, Somerse],
BA11 2ZEA.

INFORMATION — anecdotes
and photos — please relating to
the history of Bavingdon Alirfield
in Hertfordshire, 1941-1972. | am
particularly interested to meet
with anyone who was there during
the war years. Mike Humphrey,
239 Great Hivings, Chesham,

Bucks, HPS 2LP. E-Mail:
MIKE @ planesathivings.demon.co,
uk

SGT Raginald Vaughan (540181)
— inying to locata anyone whao
served with him in 2 Sguadron
1940, Shabah 1641, 27 EFTS & 21
SFTS 1943 and 651 ADP Sqgn,
Shallufa 1952, John Vaughan, 25
Wita af Bath Hill, Canterbury, ©T2
8P

LANCASTER W4929 of 1661
HCU which crashed September
5, 1943, at Fan Foel, South Walkes
— flight details, photos of aircraft,
etc required. Jason Holloway, 71
Roger Street, Treboeth, Swansea,
SA59AR.

Wing Airfield, Bucks — | have
recently moved to Wing and would
like to know more about the airsing
featured on the FlyPast map, and
tha par my village played In the air
war. A Downie, 1 Warwick Drive,
Wing, Lelghton Buezard, LUT GPH.

| HAVE Interesting news for
any ex-members of 1 Fighter
Wing, Australia, 1942-44. Spitfire
squadrons, 54, 452 and 457,

RAAF. Gordon Barrow, 7
Charlotte Grove, Smallfield,
Surrey, HHE SAR.

Cully, Sgt Leonard (1802431),
navigator on Beaufighters with 27
San South East Asia Alr Force
Oficially reported MIA January 9,
1945, Unofficially reported {source
unknown) that aircraft and fwo
bodies were washed up and bodies
bured on a small island north of
Ramree. Further informatien
appreciated. David Walpola, 17
George Lana, Loddon, Morwich,
Meralk, NA14 62

544 SON 1943 — contact soughl
with any member of the squadron
in late 1943, bul especially anyone
who remembers Wg Cdr
Steventon, Fit Lt Alan Piicher or
Fg Off Donald Robins. Gary
Mennell, The Officers’ Mess, RAF
Boulmer, Alnwlck, MEGE 3JF.

CAM anvone solve the confusion
concerning three Halilax crashes in
the vicinity of Arden Hall, Hawniy,
North Yorkshire? They were JO174
on July 14, 1943, EB181 on
Saptembar 28, 1843, and LL178 an
March 13, 1844, Two grash sites
are known bul unpublished
information on the third would bea
much apprecigied, EJ Baron, 12
Mill Lane, Camblesforth, Salby,
Morth Yorks, 0B BHW,

Project Saucer — does anyone
have any information regarding

a round-winged alrcraft (UFO
shape) which flew between 1944-
45 under the alorementioned
codename. | Bushell, 42 St Kilda
Avenue, Cambridge, CB4 20A.

INFORMATION, anecdotas,
photographs (will return} wanted
relating to Lt Col Elwyn G Righetti,
338th FS, 55th FG, USAAF, KIA
April 17, 1845, nonth of Drasdean,
Garmany. Richard Smith, 43
Bourtbaiien Foad, Bungay, Suffck,
NR35 1PP

Jaroslav Sibrava — seeking
information on any Czech
pilots who may have served
with him during WW2, and
especially in the Battle of
Britain. He flew Spitfires and
Hurricanes and achieved the
rank of Squadron Leader. He
may be known by another
name. Allan Sibrava, 1 Warra
Streel, Cooma, NSW, 2630,
Australia.

RESEARCHER seoks
information/photos an
Lincolnshire bomber airfields
and would like to contact ex-
personnel. Justin Bagg, The
Orchards, Gull Road, Guyhim, nr
Wisbech, Cambs, PE13 4ER.

47 SN RAF — resaarching inlo
its history and seeking Information
especially regarding ops in Far
East, 1944-45 and Air Echelon in
Eqypt‘Palestine with Wellasleys
1942-43, O T Clark, The Cottage
The Streat, Tibenham, Morfolk
MR1E 104,

Roy Wilson — killed in flying
accident on completion of fraining
in Southern Rhodesia June &,
1945. AAF service no, rank and
station unknown, Can anyona
supply details? R E Wilson
{cousin), 111 Farriers Corner,
Westlands, Droitwich Spa, Worcs,
WRO 9EX.

Stirding LJA38, which criash landed
at RAF Ford (Hampshire) at 02.28
an June 5, 1944, D-Day — does
anyane have a photo? Jobn P
Bond, 43 Charlwood Read, Luton,
Bads, LU4 DBT
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The annual EAA Fly-In at Lakeland,

Florida, brings out a variety of historic,

antique and classic aircraft, some of which

are making their first public appearance.

‘unseasonable weather in the central pan

ol the USA had an adverse effect on the
number of aircraft attending the Sun 'n Fun
event — traditionally the first of the major fly-ins.
The phenomencn known as El Nino caused
severe weather, prompting many to stay at home
with their valuable aircraft — not a good idea to
risk a $1 milicn P-51! Nevertheless, a reasonable
salection of alrcratt did make it 1o Florida, and
amongsl those were a number of gems.

FDFI THE SECOND year in & row

a6

A preliminary stroll around the aircraft parking
areas revealed two main charactenshics: firstly,
the number of combat warbirds was perhaps the
lowest for many years; and, secondly, the
proliferation of ex East European jels — there
were ten-plus L-39s present in a jet line that had
lew ‘home grown’ types, a single F-56 and a single
T-33. A number of the L-39s wera brought
down by John Morgan from Prde Aircraft,
Rockford, lincs {see Jet Shop, FiyPast February
1008), soma were still wearing thair onginal

George Sulmer's T-34A (53-4107/N45GS)

(FP - Steve Fletcher)

on a T-34 training sortie out of Lakeland.
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Eastern Bioc schemes bul others have gone
through the complete restoration process
including & re-paint into othaer schemes, one of
the most imprassive baing the F-14 protatype
scheme adapted by NX1 39PN (owned by Paul
Mullins). John old FlyPast: “Tha L-33 market
15 very active and we are presently working on
arcraft 8,9, 10 & 17, [ may well be that thie supphy

ol thase aircrafl is drying up as various air
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P-40M 'Project’; the aircraft is 43-24362 and was flown by F/O Earl Goodyear when [t

torces realise that they are still & viable advancad
trainer. We have managed to obtain a furthar
batch of 18 aircraft, but this may well be the sl
of the "blg’ acquisitions.”

With many aircrall il 1s artistically fatal to painl
them in incorrect schames, the L-39, however
i one of thoss that adapts to other schemes quite
weall — as long as the aerodynamic lines are
treated with respect; any aircraft can be ruined

)

was involved in a mid-air collision with P-40 44-T306 on March 24, 1945. Goodyear was
killed in the accident and the remains of his P-40 landed in a swamp near the Swanee
River - from where it was recovered by Hal Thompson in 1992. (FP - Steve Fletcher)
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One of the undoubted stars of the static
park was VC-131 54-2809/N131CW from
the Classic Wings Corporation at Vero
Beach. [FP - Ken Delve)

by unsympathetic treatment, L-39 prices ranga
from $300,000 (E1EF.500) to ovar $500,000
1E£312.500) and & numiber at Sun 'n Fun were for
gale. Indeed, it saemad this year that a fair
propartion of the aircrafl thal wemne parked on the
lield were far sale, with perhaps the most
unusual example heing Pembroke XF736
MN2E2IW, locking somewhat tatty in a ‘Middia East’
two-tone brown camouflage schame. This ex
HAF aircraft was on offer far $60.000 (£37 6000

Even P-51s were in shorter supply than
usual at this year's Sun ‘n Fun - but there
a number of excellent aircraft on show,
such as Lou Shaw's 44-73704/MLE16BC,
(FP - Steve Fletcher)

The VC-131 has been immaculately
restored inside and out; the cockpit is
now back as it was in the aircraft’s
heyday. (FP - Sieve Fietcher)

whach mciuchad a ‘trailer [Gad of spares’ — a good
doal for amyona looking for an unusual warbird,
Closa-by was ex German Mavy Do 28 NS3Y, al=o
for sale at $150,000 (£83,750). Meanwhila
$450.000 {£281,250) would buy you A-37
Dragonfly 67-14510/N91RW, an aircraft that
had only flown 36 hours since complating a
'‘ground up' restoration that cost the owner
almost twice thal much,

Thunderbird Aviation brought twa F-1045
(W14 and N104RE) to the show and in the
absence of such types as MiG-29, F-4 Phantom
and English Electnic Lightning flying on the LIS
register {althcugh all of thesa types are "on tha
way |, the Thunderbird Starighters remain the
‘hottest” private jats around. The el presence
was a very notable featune of Sun 'n Fun 'S8 and
withouwt them the combat warbird element would
have been poorly represented; 1 8 reported,
howevar, that thare are cerain parties within tha
FAA (Federal Aviation Authaority) who are
becoming concemed aboul privals jel operations
in tha LISA — althaugh no official comments haya
baen forthcoming.

Back on the concrata apron thal traditionally
hosls the Waorld War Two warbirds, most
attention was being paid to Frank Borman's
P-53 Kingecobra 42-60021/M163F5. Formar
astronaut Frank Borman was well known for his
P-510 Su Su ll {an ax Oshkesh Grand Chamgion)
and even whilsl the Mustang was under reéstoration
by Square Onae Aviation in Callornia he had
acguirad this ex USAF — and ex Bandix racer
— P-83. Onoe again the work was cariad out
by Square One with its usual attention 1o detail,
Those parts that could not be found, were
manulactured, with the heip of detailad plans
acquired from the National Air and Space
Museum, Washington. The aircrafl is fitted
with original instrumenis and gunsight and
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Another of the ‘new boys' was Catalina N96UC (44-8375), an aircraft with a long - and in
places mysterious - history. (FP - Ken Delve)

canainty looks good both on the ground and in
the air. Whan asked what ha thought of the P-
21, ard P-63, Bonman was reported o have said
‘tha P-&3 flies well and handles better than a P-
51 — but going Inte combat, I'd rather have a
P-51". Mol surprisingly, this aircrall walked
away with the Grand Champion warbird award.

Whilst fighter warbird numbears were low,
there were others worthy of close attention —
FM-Z Witdcat N18F from the Cavanaugh Flight
Museum, Texas is a beauliful exarmgle of this. Nawy
fightar (and took ‘Best Fighter' award) and
amaongst the low turn ot of P-515 wara two
notables, Cavalier Mustang 44-13257/NL51DL.
complele with camouflage scheme and wingtip
tanks, and Lou Shaw's P-510 44-73704/MLE188C
in Korean War period finish, bearing an FF-704
code and toting rockets under its wing.

Two Skyraiders, two TBMS, a splendid P-47
ir nothing more than a poelished metal finish, an
MA-50 {in essence a single-seat fighter version
of the T-6 trainer) and a selection of P-515 that
changed on a daily basis, and that was it for the
World War Two fighter park. A prelty good
selection by any standard measure but a poor
showing for Sun 'n Fun,

What perhaps brought this home to the regular
visitor was the small nurmber of warbirds that ook
part in the airshow during the aftemoan, The flying
alement of Sun 'n Fun usually runs from around
2pm fo 5pm and ends with a 30-40 minute
warbird session, the other displays being sclo
or team demonstrations by a variety of types —
inciuding on one day the USAF's F-16 solo
display from Shaw AFB, a notable change from
the usually more sedate and far guister routines,
The warbird show was a great disappointmant
on most days,

Nevartheless, there were mora than enough
fascinating aircraft around the field 1o keep any
avid enthusiast occupied for a couple of days.
One of tha highlights was without doubt VC-131D
54-2809/N131CW brought in by Classic Wings
Corporation from Vero Beach. The airgraft
had been built by Convair's San Diego factony
in 1854 and went on to sarve with the LSAF and
ANG as an executive (VIP) transport from 1954
to 1865, Retired to AMARC's desert boneyard
It languished there for about ten years with few
prospects of any future fiying carear. In the mid-
1830s Barry Holm and others were looking
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around for an aircraft to restore, as he lold FP:
“We were looking for an A-26 but could not
find one that was really sutable. That made us
sit down and think about what aircraft were
already In the warbird community and what
other types might be worth looking at; that led
us o the VC-131 at AMARC."

The aircraft had already been acquired by a
Mexican dealer who only wanted the engines,
and so in late 1996 Classic Wings ook on the
now endgena-less airframe, ftted new engines and
had the aircraft rastored by Westemn Intemational
Aviation at Tucsen, Arizona. The rastoration
process took around 18 months, much of the work
being on the interior which had been all but gutted.

“The aircraft was in reasonable condition
ovarall but the interior was a mess, we had to
find the right componants and put it all back
logether. Having decided that the interior
should reprasent the varous roles that the C-1310
had flown, we wanted to have training, MEDEVAC
and VIP stations. Finding the navigator and
bombardier training stations proved o be ona
of the hardest tasks and it took about six months
o loecate suitable components — on a T-29
wreck in Garmany "

The interior is cartainly impressive and for a
small fee visitors are invited up the rear sleps
to walk throwegh the fusalage — past the training
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The jet park was dominated by

stations and cargo area, the floor-to-ceiling
carvas strefchers, the plush seating comparntmesnt
and prvate area for the General — complate with
its wooden desk — and up to the baautifully-
restored cockpit. The aircraft made its post-
restaration flight early this year and, according
e its pilet, |s a delight to fiy. Itis certainly a delight
to see and congratulations to Barry and Classic
Wings for rescuing and restoring an aircraft
type that would otherwise not be around for us
to mppreciate, Classic Wings Is interested in
hearing from anycne interested in becoming a
partnar or sponsor with this aircratt (contact
Barry Holm — Fax [001] 561 569 5365).

A little further down the line sat PBY -5ACF 44-
B3TS/NBEUC, anather relatively ‘new boy’ on the
American warbird scane, The aircraft began its
military career in 1945 with the US Coast
Guard's VPB-6 but by 1851 It was at NAF
Seattle in ‘preserved storage’, Two years later
it was sold to Trans-Alaskan Airlines for $3,600
({£2,250) and registered as N4937V. In 1854,
however, it was sold no less than five times and
by December was in Paraguay, as ZP-CBA, with
the Lineas Aereas de Transporte National,
With the blisters and turret removed it was
convariad to passanger use and used by the
FAP's milltary transport organisation, TAM, Al
somé tima in the 19605 it wen! into storage at
Asuncion, only o be brought back Into use a few
years later for SAH and passenger use, refuming
to storage once mora in November 1979, The
Catalina want into major overhaul in 1888 to
emarge as the Paraguayan President's No 2
aircraft. It served in this role unill January 1993
when it was sold o Frank's Aircraft of Forth Worh
and moved to San Juan, In Aprl 1994 it was sold
on 1o its present owners, Universal Associates,
and after a period in Puerto Rico moved 1o
Tamiami in February 1887, Owner Chares
Largay, who flaw PBYs and PBNs in World
War Two and with the US Navy Reserves,
bought the Catalina for use as a ‘sightseeing’
passenger aircraft and it has been given a
standard transport category for up to 22
passengers. As Chief Pilot Jullus Barney told
FlyPast: “The aircraft is low time, having only
4,900 hours, and despite having the blisters and
turret removed, there are many original military
teatures — tha hardpoint for the tail gun is still
there, for example. We plan to put blisters
back on the aircralt and are actively seeking the
fixed portion [any offers?] as we have the
movable element. In due coursa we may also

L-39s (see front cover and centre) and only one F-86
was presenl, albeit a colourful example of the great Sabre. (FP - Ken Delve)
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create a dummy turret that can be put in place
for alrshow appearances, As pan of that 'miltary
appearance’ plan we have acquired a few
bombs and would like to find a Mk 13 tompade,”

The restoration procass was extensive and
inciuded re-wirng and pipework, plus a rebulid
of the left angine and a top overhaul of the
nght engine. The flight enginesr's station, in the
wing mas!, has been restored, as has the
cockpit — the onty madem mstrument & the HSI
The Catalina now carries a generic 1842 PBY
gohame of two-tone blus with the red meatbal
atill in place in the centra of the national INsigria
and the red/white banding on the tall,

The Cataling fiies ke a truck,” Julius told s,
“a real handful, no! easy and enjoyable like

Lindbergh, Amelia Earhart, Howard Hughes and
evan Germman fighter ace Emst Udet, The aircrall
was seriously damaged In a 1977 crash,
subsaguently being rescued and restored by the
curent cwners, Roy Wicker and Barbara Kitchens:

Grand Charmpion Antioue was FT-17 Stearman
N4401B, the Reserve Grand Champion award
going to a debghtful Spartan Executive (N17687).

A number of raplicas also leatured here and
one of the most iImpressive was Pietenpol Air
Camper N3513, built in 1984 using original
plans — the criginals having been constructed
in 1929, Allan Wise has owned the aircralt for
26 years and has logged over 1,600 flying
hours with it. As he explained: [t cruises at a
stately 65 mph with lis 65hp continental engine

The Cavanaugh Flight Museum's Wildcat taxies out to take part in the afternoon
warhird show at Sun ‘n Fun. (FP - Steve Fletcher)

the DC-3s | used o Ty, but delightful in it own
way. Even when trimmed out it s ruddear
inenswve and you have to fly it all the time
Wa do not, at present, operata it from walter as
we want o keep it away from the cormosive
effects of salt water — but maybe in the future
wa will give it & tny”, This Florda-basad PEY tumed
up at Sun 'n Fun with no real intention of
entering the judging — but walked off with the
Judges' Choice Mavy Amphiblan award

A5 usual, trainer wpes were prasant In
considerable strength — Gerry Walbrun's T-60
M3173N taking the best T-6 award and Fred
Vandemwitt's T-34A N34BY taking the best T-34
award. Other types present in reasonable
numbers including O-2s. L-19a and T-28s,
although the much smaller than usual selechicn
of the latter came as somathing of a surpnsa,

Tha Antigue and Classic section was ailso
rather thin on the ground but did include a number
of outstanding aircraft. A 1933 Wamer Scarab-
powered Davies Di-W (NC13576) was one of a
number of relatvely rare aircraft on desplay in this
area; the aircraft had been built n 1833, one of only
45 such Di-W airframes. with various engine
aptions. This partcular amerafl had won a numbear
of racas in ts aarly days but had also been Hown
by a number of aviation notables — Charles
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and fiying low and slow | can saa forevar’,

Sittng talking to Allan brought cut ancther graat
aspect of such shows, that of meating veteran
aviators with stores to tell, Allan had flown B-
24s out of New Guinea during Warld War Two,
operated C-54s during the Berlin Airift and
wani on to fiy T-6s in the Korean War as part of
the ‘Mosquite' unit, the 6147th Tactical Control
Sguadron, This unique unit was represented at
Sun 'n Fun by Jim Greerson's T-B3, as LTA-578,
an aircraft that attracted the attention of a
number af other Mosguito velerans — (&8
FlyPast October for the T-6 Mosguito story).

Indead. the cpportunity 10 meet up with vetaran
air and ground crew from World War Two
through to Vietnam is ona of the great aspects
of a show such as this — you simply have 10 lurk’
by any aircraft and betore long statements like
| ramember the problems we had with the .. on
these in Korea®™ or Tha last time | flew ona of thase
was over Japan” bagin 1o fill tha air; this s a greal
opportunity to lalk 1o a range of fascinating
individuals who with their stores add the HEAL
histories of the varlous aircrafi on display.

All of the above is only part of what Sun 'n Fun
i5 all about and in many raspacts it 1s the other
elements that make such shows special, The
Linited States is a very ‘air-minded’ culture and

flying is seen as something that is open o
evaryone (a realistic idea as aircraft are far
cheaper 1o oblain and operate in the LS than in
Europa). Thus, a large part of the show ared is
given over to General Aviation, including ufiralight.
home-builts and microlights. Workshops are heid
every day covering almost all aspects of building
and maintaining aircraft; a wide range of sales
baoths affer just aboul everything any aviator or
would-be aviator could possibly need. The
uitralight (etc) area is a show in itsell, with its own
runway, parking areas, sales fents and
commentator and for much of the week is the
busiest pan of event.

If you are still looking for something else to do
then there is the on-sita museum with is fine

| Sun ‘'n Fun "99 is scheduled for April 11-17.
| Other EAA Fiy-ins schaduled for 1998 include

Longmont, SO 27-28 Jun B8

Arlington, WA 8-12 Jul 58
fMarian, OH 12-13 Sep 98
Castla, CA 25-27 Sep 298
Mewcastle, DE 8-11 Oct 98
Evergrean, AL G-11 Ot OB
Pheanix, AL B-11 Ll BB
Abifena, TX 15-18 Qct 68

collection of alrcraft and other displays, If you
want to escape from Lakeland for a while than
an absolute must to visit is the Fantasy of Flight
attraction a faw miles Lo the north (on tha |-4) al
Polk City. Slightly further afield is Torm Railly's
musaum and rastoration workshaop at Kissimmes,
ancther of the ‘must see’ locations for any
enthusiast,

Although Sun ‘'n Fun was once again badly
aftected by the weather. and warbird attlendance
was low, thera was shil more than enough to keep
an aviation anthusias! occupied for two or three
days. The mass vanishing act ol aircraft on the
Thursday confirmad that those wanting to view
warbirds should go to the first four days of the
show in arder not to be disappointed.
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DO 75) shows an axampla of the
wvenerable 'Dak’ which served with
the Danish Air Forga in 1971 and
was rigged for para-dropping
members of he Special Formes. This
i5 the first in a sedes of pints which
show post-1845 Danish military
aircraft, and tha colour schema

On the wall

Inthis, the 80th annnvesany of the
Spitfire antanng sanice with the RAF,
it Is pleasing 1o see that its less
tarncus sistar, the Hawher Humicana
has not been forgotton, as is so oflen
the case, Mark Fostlethwaite has
capturad the rugged shape of the
Hurncane in ‘Duxford Scramble’
{Sidawinder Publishing, limited
edition of 300, 24x18n, E50 & £75
dopanding on number of signatures)
The print depicts Douglas Badear in
his famous ‘LE-D' getting airboma
and leading aircraft from 242 and
310 Squadrons out of Duxford in
Septamber 1540, Spitfires of 19
aaqn, from nearby Fowlmere, are
already climbing out 1o maat tha
enamy, Ona can almost hear the
throt of the Merdin enginesl The
prirts are signed by a number of
Battle of Britain pilals and
Groundcrew

Danish ‘Dak’

This year sees the B&OIh
anniversary of tha Berlin Airliff, so
it i very apt that this print of a
Dauglas Dakota has bean reloasad.
Douglas C-47A K-686 (Ol Rossel
Industnal & Graphic Desgn, 27560,

worn by this particular Dakota is a
wakcome chandge from B usual drab
camouflage seen on most aircrafi
of this fype,

Vulcan Phonecard
Phonecard collecting is literally
taking off' these days, with an
increasing number beang offersd for
sake. The Vulcan Restoration Trust,
which is currently preserving Avro
Vulcan XL426 in taxiing condition
at Southend Airport, has launched
fisell oo the Phonecand markst with
a fine rendition of s aircraft captuned
by FlyPasts Chiet Photographer

Duncan Cutat &l the 1985 Midaenhall
Air Fete. The Vulcan Phonecard
(Vulcan Restoration Trust, limited
edition of 1,000} 1= reasonably
priced al £8.55 inc postage (and
comes completa with its own
ncdviduaiy-rnumberad presentation
folder) — proceads will go towards
the continued upkeep of XL426 at
Southend,

Corgi Classics

Many FivPast readers will be of
the age fo remember the splendid
hercaest metal aircraft models ssued
many years ago, Comeat, Viscount
et al, Mow a new seres of finely
detailad miltary and civil aircraft
modaeis has been launched by
Lorgi, the well-known maker of
model cars, eto,. The ‘Corgi
Classics' saries will include such
pams as BEA Dakota, KLM
Constellation, BOAC Avro York
and Trans Canada Air Lines” Svro
Lancastran among others. The
military section will feature the
Battle of Britain Memorial Flight's
Avro Lancaster, while bwo models
are oewotad 1o this wear's anniersany
of the Berlin Airlitt, Skoyways Avro
York and USAF Dakota. The ‘Dak’
chosen by Corgi depicts C-474
4315208, which was delivared fo
the military In February 1844,
senving in the Berin Alrift az The
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Fassburg Flyar

The models (which are not toys)
are all to & common 1144 scalke, and
{eature working propellers,
ramovable undercarriages and
display stands, The USAF 'Dak” |
refails at £152.99 and will grace
anyone's desk!

Bookshelf

The B-17 Flying Fortress Story
{Amms and Armour Press, 33000, iius
hbk, £35) by Roger Freeman with
David Osbome is a monumental
work, which many will see as the
‘gafinitive’ book on tha B-17. With I
the: ermphass frmly on the desgn and
procluction of the farmous bomber, the
coverage of this aspact alona is, 1o
say the least, comprehensive. But
the area that will have Foriress fans
clamounng for a copy 1= the war

history listing of every B-17 that took
part, all 12,731 of tham| This porticn
af the book runs from page 70 right
through o page 319 and conans an
increchible amodnt of detall,

Cibar areas of the alrcrall covered
Include changes, alterations and
madifications made (o the B-17
duning its production, an owersew of

B-17
P

_---.._ﬁ_

]
Design = Production = Histery
I Foer A, Freerisn BEN
h':l. S +E i:““ =T




the redaubtable Wright R-1820
Cyclone engine, B-17 parformance

iguras and postwar Forrasses

Once again, the author has well
and fruly ‘delvered the goods' and
this tome will surely go down In
histony a5 one of the graal books on
the B-17 Flying Forress!

B-25 Mitchell in Civil Service
(Aerm Vintage Books, 136pp, sbk,
14.895) by Scott A Thompson. Those
whi like their warbirds on the lamer
side will already be charishing
Scott's 'Final Cut’, the story of the
postavar B-17s, So0ll Ras a keen eye
for destail, an academic approach 1o
presenting scurce matanal clearty
and his works alwvays read well
Here are details of executive
Cconvarsions, research and
devalopmen! B-25s, alr lankers
and — of course — of heir 'naw'
wiorking life as warbirds. There is
a tribute ta Paul Mantz and his
airbome carmeraships, and kEshings
of matenal on B-255 in fme, mchucing
the “tull manty' on that culstanding
renie, ‘Cach 22, Lavishly llustrated,
the book includes detailed
epperdicas and individual histones
of the alrraft,. A superb plece of work

one wordars which type 15 naxl
for Scoit's rraatment?

First Tango in Warsaw | Souars
Dne Putlications, 184p0, llus, Rk,
£14.85) by Jack Blocki is g very
readable story of an amagzing man

the life of & true surviver. Taold
with sxill ancl Bmour, the reality of
events as they hapoened are wwidhly
mcdlled. The authaor (a Poka by birth)
frained 1o become 8 Sergeant Filat
and was soon fyirg sorbes over
Germany in Wickers Wallington
bombers, He ater went on fo fiy
Liberators and Cakobas

Coolham Airfield Remembered
(published by the author, 150p0, ilus,
shk, £12 85) by Paul Hamlin looks
back at the history of Coolham
Airfield near Harsham in Wast
Sussex. This temporary Advanced
Landing Ground was onginally bl
fior the use of RAF Fighter Comimand
during Gparation Overond, O-Lay,
Juna 6, 1844 Cine of sevan such

$ ¥

COOLHAM AIRFIELLY
ltl"rTf_I"-‘lI!l!{f.l‘.l

fanding grounds constructed in
Sussex to suppaort D-Day, 1 was also
used by Amarican bomber crews
who successiully made emergency
landings at the aifield.  Praviously
unpublished pholographs
campiament the text, which
ancapsulates the spint of the era.
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The History of 73 Squadron
(Tulor Publications, 2B1pp. lus,
gbk. £15) by Don Minternie 15 par
e of thes author's history of 73 Son,
and takes the readar from Novermoes
1840, whan the squadron was
moved 1o Egypl, through to
Saptamber 1543, and operalions in

haly, Dunng this period 73 Sqn was
equippad with the Henvker Humicane
and i1's good to read a book which
features this trusly, but olten
ovariooked, British fighter. Taking
a day-b-day ook at the squadron s
activities, the siary will continue

inta the 1850s and 1960 in the
forthcoming part three,

Armand van Ishoven

The Luftwaffe in the Battle of
Britain {lzn Allan Pubisbung, 1280p,
(Hius, sbik, £14.948) by Armand van
Ishoven is a welcome reprint o
tha tithe first oublished in 1980,
The author, an adthonty on the
Luftwaffe, has managea 1o pul
together a scintiilating selection of
photograpns o llustrate all aspects
of the German air anm's Irmdherment
in the confiict over England during
1940, The text includes secounts
of what it was like 1o fly such aircrah
asthe Ju 88 ard He 111, as well as
profies of hosa amcus Gemman aoe
pilotz, Wearner Molders and Adoli
Galland, The attacks an HaAF
airfields as well as the City o
London are glso well docurmented.

n-llq

Barry jones

Hawker Hunter |Crowood Prass,
160pp. ilus. hbk, E25) by Barmry
Jones s a fine account of a fine
aircrafl. The old adage o i il ooks
righit, it will Thy rignt’ was well proved
by the Hunter. Thea last of tha
graceful military jets. the Hunter
sansed with distinction in mamy air
larcas, not least the Roval Air

Forca, of which it was the sfapls
fighter of the late 19508 and ‘60z,

Looking at the typa's design and
ety into sarvice, the laxl s iiened
withi & madith-walerng selecton of
photograghs, which will keeg even
thiz most erthusiastic Hunter buff
pooupiad for hours! Overseas

ICZI’I:II:'JLI{':'I:I:II'I, I?l}il:ll.'.l"r wvananis and
Hunters used in trials work all come
uinder the author's magnifying olass!

Armstrong Whitworth Aircraft
(Challord Publishing, 128pp, illus,
shik, £5.55) by Ray Williams looks
at the aircralt company which wil
always be remambared for the
Workd Waar Two Whitleny bombsar, bl
a5 this book ably shows, Armstrong
Whitworth made much mone than
st Whitleys! The company ancanally
branched aul inlo garcnautical
angineenng as far back a5 1913 0
build aircraft for the War Cifice
and airships for the Sdmisalty,

Initizlly building the BE 2a, BE.2D
and BE 2c, the factory soon maved
o desigrang s own aircraft and the
narme Anresirong YWhitworh ackomed
rmany different fepes, nio Wik Wai
Two gnd (he ubiguiteas Whitey
entared service, parhaps tha
company’'s mast famous product.
The Albamarle, a twin-angined
Bombertarget tug aircrafl was the
first tricycle ungdercarmaged aircran
to be oparated by the RAF

Fastwar the company went on to
build the Gloster Metaor and Haswkar
oea Hawk, as wall as ks own
distinclive Argosy ranspon Gincal

Reviews by Robert Rudhall
and Ken Delve. Contact
addresses for the products
in What's New are listed in
our July Facisheel. Please
send an SAE or two IRCs lo:

July Factsheel, FlyPast, PO
Box 100, Stamford, Lincs,
PESQ 1XQ, UK. We regret we
cannol lake tefephone
enquiries related to the
products reviewed.
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Switzerland was bombed. Since that day |

have penodsaly pondered whathear it was really
a mistake of mantional Al every reunion of ha
guilty party — the 466th Bomb Group — | hawva
atterdad in recant yaars thame has always been a
cabate oviar what happened that day, 1N decussions
with Lt Colonel Jake Jacobwitz, who was [eading
the bomb group thal day, ha swears — "it was a
mistake",

Thirty vears ago when my duby inthe LIS Ar Fonsa
was Chiel of Oparations of he Morth Amencan Air
Cefensa (MORAD) Command Center locatad in
Lhevenne Mountain, Colorads Spongs, Colorado,
| eamed thal cne of the Inteligenca Officers on the
staff was with the 8th Air Force Inteligance saction
rasponside for selecting largets dunng Word
War Twa, Owver a cup of coffes one day | asked
him-about the Basel bombing - informing him
IMat | was on that mission, His only comment was,
Thal & nesd-lo-know classihed nomation”, even
though my secunty clearmnca was TOP SECRET
| was surpnsed |did not meoehe a mons dinect answor
— aller all It wias now 19587, Whenasear an answer
10 A Quastion is avasive, Il always makes me
pefieyve thal the truth is being withheld.

Dunneg the past vear thare has bean considesable
imformation released by the intemational news
Meia rasng senous queshons about Switzedand's
neltraity cunng Wodd War Two, Thera have been
accusations that the couniry stored Holocaus!
gold for fhe Mazls and repords of Alled pesonnel
baing abie b evade and sesk refuge n Switzedand
These taciors, and heving seen Genman trooes here,
| feal my opinions of 53 years ago have much
justification and maerit,

II"'-.I MARCH 53 years agao a city in neuwtral

March 5, 1945 - News Release

- New York Times

"L Bombers drop explosives and incendianas
on Basal, Switracland. There ware casualties
Basel being evacuated. Swiss radio charges
aftack was delibarate; identified the incendianes
as Brtish, Bith &ir Force announces bombers
mistook Basel as a German famgat,”

March 6, 1945 - News Release

- New York Times

‘Lt Ganeral Spaatz contarrad with Swiss High
Command, Berme, on grevention of furiher
pombings,”

March 9, 1945 - News Release

- New York Times

"The Swiss Govemment announced that four
of its nationals ware killed and many imured, and
axlensive damage was causad whan planes of
undetarminad nabignality bombed Basal
awitzerland

“A broadeast cormmunique stated that larga fires
were startad by incendarnes dropped, rails
wara cut and 50 freight cars destroved and the
frelght slabon damaged by high explosive
boambs®

iMote: It was kater reported that the US
Governmen! paid $70 millkon in regaration,)

Diary - Mission No.5

PMarch 4, 1945: D330hrs wake-up, 0400hrs
breakiast, 0500hrs bnefing, 0820hrs lake-off,
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B-24 'Paper Doll’ (42-34799) of the 466th BG at Attlebridge, the aircraft that Donald

Goede was flying on this mission. {Donald Goede)

T'he Day Basel was
Sonnedd

Donald H Goede recalls the day when the

dooth BG bombed a rail vard in

Swilizerliand.

astimatad lime ol return 1415hrs. Targel: @t
girfiald in southr-westem Gemany near Freburng.
Flak expecied to be light, Aircralt assigned
‘Fapar Dol Bomiing by radar, not visual dua
tx the lousy weather over England and all of
Europe Have known other missions scrubbed
when weather was much betier. Bamb load
ten 500ib M-17 incendianes. Total aircraft on
rmissian, tiwenty-eighl. Formed aver France.
Clouds made us change forming altilude from
12,000 to 17,000ft. There was a broak in the
layers of clouds at that altitude, Cne flight
climbing 1o bombing alttude went into a layear
of clouds with seven aircraft in formation and
came oul with lour, Expected o hear mission
socrubbed, LE Colonel "Jake' Jacabwitz,
Commandear of the VBEth Squadron, was in the
lead aircralt and Colonel Ligon, 466t Group
Commander, was {lying Deputy Lead
Approaching the briefed 'identification point’
(1P ta start bomb run on targat over the radio
came “that s not the 1P, Radio silence wenl
out the window. Transmissions betwean
aircralt jammed the air questioning the 1P
and the pomb-run 1owards targel.  Earlier
oneformation had ioken off and went home
wilh ther bombs and the formetan of four
dgircrafl picked Offenburg as a targetl of
pppodunity,. Mme aircrall fallowed group
leadear to target,

De-briefing:

Target bombed was not a et arfield bul a
marshaling vard, Thare was an uncedanty whether
it was Fretsum, Gemany o Basel, Switredand, The
critique was extensive. Intelgance was wailing for
repars and photos from reconnalssance aircrafi o
gt targed ard damages

Evening - March 4, 1945:

Announcement ovar the Public Address
System (FA) “All crews on foday s mission
raport 1o Operations Brialing Boom”. On the
dais was Calonel Ligon, Lt Colonal Jacobwitz
and the Group Intsfigence Officer. Colors Ligon
dropped the “hamb’  “Gantlernan, today wa
bombed Basel, Switzerland, by mistake,”
Thaere was a bret moment of silence and than
an exchanges ol comments amongs! the crews
memiber of *| tald you se” and "0Dh God, no”

The brrefir'.g wias then turmed over 1o the
intefligence Cfticer. The curtain covering the
map wall and projector screen opened, The
projecior was twmed on ravaaling the larmgeal
baombed, I was a marshaliing yvard, All bombs
from the nine aircraft wara within a 1,000
circle of the cenfre of the target — 100%
rasults. The explosions that followed the
bombs confirmed that the relling stock in the
miarshalling yvard contained ammunition and the
aarial pholos identified German troop train
cars in the target area.

When the Intelligenca Ofticer presented the
results and lacts of the bombing, the mood of
the assembled aircrews did a 180 degree
about face, MNeutral Swilzerand was not 50
nautral after all. German ammuanition and
troop trains weare being routed through Besel,
The gueasticn then and now — was the bomieng
of Basel Switzadand a mistake? Or — because
of intefligence information compiied by the
Allies ravealing Switzertand’'s violation of
nautrality did we bomb Basel under the
prefence 1hal 1 was a mistake causad by tha
wieathar. Than and now my conscience does
net bother me for bombing a supposedly
nautral counlng,
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Sgts Fred Barker and Roland Thm'rIE. — the top-scoring Defiant team, and, therefore,
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probably the top-scoring air gunner and pilot ‘'who never fired his guns’,

VER THE YEARS THERE has been
Omuch speculation and investgahon into
who were the top scoring fightar pilots
of each nation in each conflict, However, there
can ba no argument about the identity of the 1op
fighter pilat of ali time, Major Erich Harimann who
soorad 352 victores during Waodd War Two, What
has received lass atlention 18 the identity of
thi top-scaning air-gunnar of all time,
As the top-sconng Boulton Paul Defiant gunner,
with 13 vicleries o his credit, the culstanding

a0

candidata must be Flying Officer Frederick
Barker, DFM ard Bar. The Defiant was the words
onfy oparational fighter in which all the armarment
was aperated by the gunner, discounting such
hopeless devices as the Blackbum Roc — the
Defiant's top-scoring gunner must, therafors, have
a better ciaim than any bombar gunner; it's
hard to balieve thal any can have a sefaus claim
to have shol down more than 13 alrcraft

It's possible that a gunner in a mulll-seal
fighter, which also had pilot-operated guns,

Boulton Paul Defiants of 264 Sgn on patrol;
the Defiant was the only ‘turret fighter’ to
see significant operational service.

Alec Brew details the
career of Fred
Barker — the most
successful Defiant
air gunner, and
probably the top-
scoring air gunner

of World War T'wo.

like: the Bristol Fighter of World War Cine or the
Northrop P-61 Black Widow, might also have a

claim. but it seams doubtul, thus leaving Fred

Barker as the most likely claimant to the title, top-
scoring air gunner of any nation, of all ime

Frederick James Barker was bom In Bow in
Lordon. He joined the RBoyal Air Force Volurtear
Reserve in March 1838, and at the oulbreak of
war was posted 1o Sutton Bridge. He was then
santl an an alr-gunnery coursa at Pwilheli, ana
as a Leading Aircraftman (LAC) Alr Gunner
was posted 1o 264 Squadron, then at Martiesham
Heath.

The Squadron had been lormed at Sutton
Brxige on October 30, 1939, under the command
of Sqn Ldr Stephen Hardy, destined 1o be the
first and longest-serving Defiant unit. To begin
with thare were only a few Magisters and Fairey
Battles to fly, but the first Detiants, armived on
December 9.

The Defiant was the only one ot a long senes
ol 'homber destroyars’, preduced from official
speciications betweean 1he wars, 1o have gana
into production, The Royal Air Force had a basic
philosophy that “The bomber will always get
through®, and in finding ways to counter enamy

FlyPast July



tombers draw up a series of specifications for
‘momber destrovars which often featured unusoal
agrmament. Spec F.9356 was the latest of thasa,
which envizaged a two-seat fightar {to replace
the Hawkar Demon} all the armament of which
was concentrated ina power-oparataed gun
turrat,

With new all-metal, ligh-spead bombers
coming Inta sanice, it was considerad essential
to increase the firepower of aftacking aireraft, and
one way of doing this was to have tha guns in
a turret which could traverse as an attack was
made, allowing the guns to bear for a longer
pariod. The airframe Boulton Paul Aircraf
produced, despite being powerad by the same
Merlin enging as the Hurncana, managed a
remarkably similar performance, aven though it
had o cope with the extra drag and B50I@
(385kg) exira weight of the four-gun turref and
its gunrer,

The aircraft was easy to fly with & roomy and
comfortable cockpit, but Fred Barker's 'office’ was
much mare cramped, The internal diametar of
thie cupola was 40.62in (103cm), with the gunner
accupying the rear of the turret, wath four guns
it front o him, wo on each side, one above the
ather. He sat on an adiustable padded seat, with
no back, with his teet resting on spring-loaded
footrests attachad o the cross-beam at the
base of the furret

He operated the turret hydraulically with a
single stick control, moving it to the side to
ravolve the turret, and forward and back to
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Although this is a tropical version of the Defiant, hence the large radialor scoop, it does

were The main swilch and tha pilal warning
switch, which could relay messages via two
lights an 1op of the pilot's instrument panel,
shaould the intercom be out of action, though Fred
does net ramamber these avar baing fitted to the
aircraft in which he Hew,

Entry to the turret was via two shiding doors
behind tha gunner's seal, and on take-off and
landing the turrel guns were always pointed
forward, so that in the event of g crash the

Deflants awaiting delivery outside of Boulton Paul's Wolverhampton factory. The

position his aireralt lor his gunnar to make the
most effective attack. |naddition, the whole of
264 Squadron practised co-ardinated attacks,
making cross-avers from different quarters so
as to divide the defensive fire of bomber

formations.

The personnal of 264 Sqn pioneared the
tactics to be used by this radically new fighter,
and they also had to suffer the usual teething
proolams with a new aircraft, Sagn Ldr Phillip
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aircraft on the right, L7005, is the one in which Sgts Thorne and Barker force-landed
near Herne Bay, shooting down a Bf 109 as they did so.

show to good effect the way that the turret had been added to a basic fighter airframe
— the turret was positioned with guns forward for take-off and landing as this would
make it easier for the gunner to exit in case of an emergency. (FP Collection)

rase or lower the guns, Controd was 5o accurats
that, with a pencil placed In anea of tha gun
barrels, a rained gunner could write his name
on a suitably placed card. The guns were fired
alectricalty by a button on top of the control stick,
He did not have to worry aboul hitting pars of
hig own aircraft, as there was an automatic
cut=ourt for each pair of guns, activated by & confact
running over a revoelving metal drum, with
suitably shapod non-conduciive inserts.

In the centre, above the substanbal structure
of the gun mountings, was the gun-sight, and
Balow that there were a number of other controls,
In the cenire ware the twin dials of the standard
Air Ministry Coeygen Regulator, To the left of that
wars the gun-sight and cockpit light switches and
the turret drive engagemeant lavar, To the nght
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gunnar gould escape through these doors and
aver the rear fuselage. This was also the
nowmal route for a parachute exit, though Defiant
gunnars had graat difficulty leaving the aircratt
ina hurmy. even though they were equipped with
a specialy desigred ‘parasult on their back. Thee
was actually an alternative exit for the gunner,
down the turret, through the bulkhead, into the
rear fuselage and cut through an escape hatch
undemeaath. Thig route would be usaful il the
alroralt med over in g crash, bt would be almost
impossitle in the ar,

The pilots and gunners paired up, and Frad
Barker wwamed up with Sergeant Roland Thomae,
usually called Ted, In the Defiardt i was essential
that the two crew membars acled as a closely
co-ordinated team, with the pilot having to

Hunter assumed command of tha unit in March
1940, ard it was heowho led the first night fiying
practice in Aprl, which came as a shock 1o
many aircraw; though the Defian! had been
emvisaned as a day or night fighter from the outset
s 100mph (160km/h) approach speed for
landing, because of the high wing loading, was
regarded as high for night landings but with
the easy handling of the aircrafl, good ferward
visibility, and wide track undercarrage, tha
Defiant found no difficulty landing at night.

The Squadron was declared operational on May
10, moving to Duxford that day — but the first
combat did not take place until the 12th, when
A Flight flew a sweep over Holland in company
with six Spitfires of B6 Sguadron, and shoi
down a Junkers Ju B8, The foliowing day, B Flight
flew a similar operation, and after attacking a
farmation of Ju B7s, and shoofing down four, iis
aircraft ware bounced by a large number ol B
1088 and five of the six Deliants werg shot
o,

Meaither Fred Barker nor Sgt Thomee flew on these
operations, The Squadron re-equipped and
was moved 1o Mansion (o cover Dunkirk, fhying
the first two patrols on May 23, again withoul
BarkerThome, the first ol a senes of patrals over
the evacuation beaches over the next few days,
The Sguadron had its first successes over
Durkick whan a fores of 12 Hainkal He 1115 was
attackead, and broken up; three being clamed shof
down and two mora damaged,

Frad Barker and Reland Thome achieved
their first victory on the following day, May 28
Sgn Ldr Hunter led ten Defants, taking off from
hManston a1 11.35%am. About 10 miles {16km) oul
over the Channel they were attacked by around
a0 B 1095, Hunter grdered the Defiants into line
astem, 1o lolow himvinto a defensive circle, a
manoeuvre they had practised many himes
Thorme and Barker were last in lina, as the
Defiants covered one another's tails. Sgn Ldr
Hunters gunner, LAC Strong. shot down two of
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the attackers, out twao ol the Detiants were
picked off by the Bf 10%s. Thorne and Barkers
aircraft was hit in the wings and tail, but Fred
noured fire into the Gerrsan fighter, which fall away
¢ tha saa, oul of control. As more Bf 1089s
attacked trom the razr, Fred shot down two
more, an ausprious beginning e his operationg
career, As the brief bul fierce action ended, the
Dafiants had claimed a total of six of their
attackers destroyed, bul only seven of their
numbear ware able to iy back 1o Manstan,

On the fallowing moming, 12 Defants took off
again for Dunkirk, at relatively low altitude, with
the Hurrlcanes of 56, 151 and 213 Squadrans
Highar above them, They could see the huge
columng of amoke from Dunkirk fdght across the
Channe!, and Fred had a tremendous lealing of
being part of a huge threa-service operation. The
Channel balow was crowded with ships traveling

in pach directon, and the sky was soon crowded
with alreraft of both sides

They were llying in sections In line astern
with Thorne/Barker as No.3 in Biue Secton; ana
as they neared the beachas six B 109s attacked
them fram high altitude, Sgn Ldr Hunter's
gunner, LAG King, opened fire first, an the
leading Bi 108 and kept firing from 300 to 100
yards range unl it burst into flames. Three ofner
Bt 1095 were hit and plummetad away to ihe saa,
but Piot Officer Kay's Dafiant was hit in the
glarhoard aileron and tured, and the hydradlics
put out of action, His gunner, LAL Jones,
baled out but Kay made it back to Manrston, and
nis Defiant was eveniually repalrad.

The remaining Defiants pressad on gna Huner
mancauyred to attack a Heinkeal Ha 111 over the
beachas, but then he saw a lorce ot Junker Ju
875, escorted by Bl 110s. Thorne turned his
aircraft towards a Ju BT which obvioushy had ned
seen them, and shot it down, They then repnad
thie formation as tha German fighters swung to
the attack from below, Sgn Ldr Hunter led his
sauadron into a detensive manoeuvre they had
practised many imes, a line astert spiral dive,
giving no blind spots for the attacking highters
1o exploit. Sgt Thorne and Fred Barker were last
in line and the first to shoot down one of the B
1105, Eight mora BY 110s were claimed by the
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Squadron, as well as further B 1095 which
joined in the fight, bringing the total to eight, along
with Thorne/Barkar's stray Ju 87

The 11 Defiant crews flew homa 1o Manston
triumphant — a triumph only slightly lempered
by the diacovery of the loss of LAC Jones. In
tha evening they ook ofl again tor another
patral over the beaches, PIt O Kay in a new
aircraft, with a replacement gunner, LAC Cox.
Ag Spitfire and Hurricane squadrons engaged
the German fighters high above them, Hunter
led the Defiants down o sea level, to catch a lorce
of Ju 87 dive bombers as they pulled out of their
divas

The Siukas ware almost sitting ducks, as the
Datiant gunners poured fire into them from the
flanks, shooting down 18 to add to the one on
the marming patrol. Barker and Thorme claimad
one of thesa, sending it down in flames and

The turret was equipped with four machine-guns — and was somewhat cramped for the
gunner — the intention being that as a bomber destroyer the Defiant could fly
alongside its target and the gunner could traverse his guns to fire a steady stream of
bullets into the bomber and thus ensure its destruction,

miaking a total of three victones for the day. Thome
then climbed back 1o 8,0001 (2.400m} to look
for the rest of the Squadron, They saw b mora
Ju B7s and commenced a cross-over attack. hitting
them both, bul without seaing them crash, Al
this point, Fred's guns siopped and Thome
flew back to Manston, where the exhausted
piiot ovarshot the rurisay, and his undarcarmage
collapsed — Thome and Fred Barker clambered
uninjured from L7006, which was later repairad.

The rest of the Squadron had re-formed after
tha decmation of the dive-bambers and launched
an attack on a formation of Ju 88s, cluming one
destroyed and one probably destroyed. All
the crews returned successiully to Manston, tied
but exultant.

The Squadren had achieved a record for the
Royal Alr Force, claiming 37 German aircraf
destroyed far the oss of two arcraft damagad,
and one gunner killed, There is no doubl tha
these claims were unintentionally exaggerated
The very nature of the Dellant meant that two
or more gunners could te finng on the sarme larme
irom different direclions witheul nacessarily
realising i1, each claiming an aircraft destroyed,
but thare is alsc no doubt that the arcraft had
proven itself in daylight combat. The Sguadron
crews had succassfully defended themsahlves onca
miore, aganst determinad atack from sirghe- gnd

twin-engined fightars, and they had broken up
farmations of bombers. the task lor which they
ware specifically designed.

The Squadron flew ng oparations on the 30th
bt returned to the French coast on tha allemoon
of the 315t Sighting a force of about 30 Hainke
He 111s escoread by 70 Bf 1085, Hunter led his
aircraft towards them. The Heinkels turned
and ran, some jetisoning their bombs, and the
Messarschmitts swonped — Hunter put the
Squadron into a defensive circle, and a liarce
battle ansuad in which five Bl 1095 were shol
down, but three Defiants were lost, though two
of those were due 1o a collision

Latar In the aftlerncon the Squadron créews
returnad 1o the Dunkirk arsa with 111 and G039
Squadrons above them. They sighted a formation
al Heinkal He 1115 2,000ft (600m) balow them
and dived to the attack. Four Dafiant gunners,
including Frad Barker paurad firg into one
Heinkel, which soon fall away in flames and Was
seen o crash, Thome rejoined the formatien in
Red Saction. Thres more Hesnkels wera claimed
in the engagement, Including one by Barker and
Thome, as the Dafiants once maore proved thes
ability as bomber destroyers. Unforiunately, two
mare Defiants were lest o the return fira, though
the crew of one aircratt was rescuad When
they ditched In mid-Channal

Mo 264 Souadron had axpenenced an intense
period ot acton. During May It had flown 174
sarties, ard had claimed 65 German akeraft shot
down for the koss ol 14 Defiants. It was withdrewn
to Duxtord 1o rest and recelve replacement
aircraft and aircrew, For his part in the actions,
with five aircralt destroyed and a part shara in
anather viciory, Frad Barker was awarded the
Distinguished Flying Medal (DFM) on June 14
During May he had been prormatad from | AC 10
Sergeant, whan an order went out that all air-
gunners should be of at lzast that rank.

Alrcrew of 264 Sqn, spring 1942, L-R: F/Sgt
‘Bubbles’ Chandler, Sgt Jock Meir, FiSgt
Fred Barker and Sgt Denny Croucher.

{&ll via author unless stated)

Alec Brew concludes this story in the

August issue of FlyPast {on sale July 1).
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1998 Aviation Tour Programme

GEORGE PICK oT0d
‘#OR AER |§§

JULY
» 01-09 JORDAN & ISRAEL
(Civil & Military): €909

+ 18 - 04 Aug OSHKOSH &
NORSEMAN FESTIVAL:
Dayton Airshow, USAF
museurn, CAMADA -
Ontario float planes. Red
Lake festival, Oshkosh

55 SHACKLETON,
ONNIE, MARTIN
404 flights): £1703

+ 29-07 Aug OSHKOSH "98:
Independent travel
arrangements.

AUGUST

+ 07-08 ZURICH SWISS INT'L
AIRSHOW, BODEMNSEE,
Zurich Bamp, Swiss Air
Force Museum, Optional JU-
52 flight £356

+ 08-19 RUSSIAN AF.
AIRSHOW:
Moscow, Ulyanosvsk,
Kubinka, Space City.
L-39 Flights: £1020

+ 28-31 CZECH REP {EHL;{
CZECH INT'L AIR SHO
HRADEC KRALOVE;
KBELY & VYSKOV
Museums; Prague local
airpons; Optional Mil Hight

£415

+ 2B-31 NEW: POLAND (BH);
80th ANNIVERSARY OF
POLISH AIR FORCE
AIRSHOW 2 days al large

intl alrshow, + Warsaw, +
poss airbase visit F3BRs
SEPTEMBER

= 19-06 Oct RENO AIR
RACESI!:
Plus 2 airshows, Castle
EAA fly-in, ARIZOMA, -
Tuscon & Contederate
Airshow: £1613

OCTOBER

+ 03-20 EAST COAST USA
& WINGS OVER
HOUSTON SHOW:
Washington, Virginia,
Carclinas, Georgia etc:Est

£1519

1999 Feb-Mar: South Africa, Namibia, Zimbabwe & Oman Alrshow

George Pick Aerotours.
83 London Rd. Leicester. LE2 OPF;
Tel: 0116 2540588, Fax: 0116 2470834:
e-mail aerotours@gptravel.co.uk
All tour prices now INCLUDE ATRPORT TAXES.

Retail agienl lor Proolgolden Lod A1 W 2718 aiond ST Y2405
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Limite EETIEII'I Prin Ilfrﬂlﬂ'} 2? 5"x 19.5"
Price £55, or £75 ccun’reralgned by test pilots,
Roland Beamont and Jimmy Dell.

Please ask about Miles M-52 prints
Call or Fax Rod Kirkby on 01223 833136

Your chance to buy a piece |
of Aviation History

During the winter 19951994 the main spar of the
RAF's Lancaster was changed, 1000 pieces of the
old spar, with cerfiicates of authenticity signed by
'OCBEMF and photos of the work being dene and
the first test flight have been produced, Price
$26.22 UK post paid, £27.42 Europe Airmail, £29.14
airmall to the rest of the world.

Chegues to THE BBMF FUMD. Telephone Credit Card orders
01673 842857 Fax 01673 842093,

Lincolnshire's Lancaster Association, PO Box 474
Lincoln LN5S 9ES. Please mark envelope MAINSPAR.
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B B \rv.ﬂ

5|'.ll‘.1ll'|.' - ':'L""\-'r'EI'. Grice
and Gli:-r:.- 57 ming,
BAWY'Col £12.9%
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First of the Few - The
Troe Scory 88 milns.

|C:WIEY 2295

"SPITFIRES
- STORY

e dagi i

w
satlit b yny: 'uu||-t h
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’ El.:l- jt; ;ﬂ?& h Ao umad T J

‘Eplrﬁn'.'Hllrru: Arie
£2 mins. B&YWH ol

BE I Cal £11.99 £9.9%
CRvEEYTIIM
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Wickers & Ellpnrmarlnn
A History, 80 i
BERW L ml £12,99

I0rYHEYZIITE

& Spifire's Story
MH 414 54 minz
BAVYIL ol £12,99 £9.99

O WEET IS B

Spifire Merslice
th mins, Col

I WSPITAR

Simply buy any Spitfire video
featured and claim the
Spitfire Diamond Jubilee Air

Show video absolutely free. -

Spittira Diomond kbilea Alr Show

75 mims, BEWSCad. ID- WEEY 1213 Lh‘*——_____

Please note: You must cloim your fres videa whean H—““'

R I'II'.‘IIIII::I inn your order, Cfter closes .:Il'.'llh Sealember
Videos are evoiloble in VHS/PAL karmod anly

By Posk Moil Crder Dept., FlyPast, PO Bex 300,

Stamford, Lincs., PE? 1A, United Kingdom
By Telephone: 01780 480404 8y fox 01780 757812
Post & Pocking UK: 1 1ope £1.50, 2 or mora £2.75
Crversens: Surfoce Moil - £2.00 per tope, Alr Mall - £4. 00 per fape
Methods of Payment:
Poymiet cccephed by cheque, Possal Order, Credit Cord (Maoshercord,
Wisgg I:lﬁd Eur-:lr.nrl;ﬂ and Care -:a:::':-unl Pda 214 ..7"55-5?. ] pemyiig II.'I;.!'
credit card plecse remember fo quoke the registered address of the
card hoider and fhe axpiry daote.
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Robert Rudhall reports
Sfrom Duxford’s ‘record-
breaking’ Spitfire
Airshow. A show which
included everything the
most ardent Spitfire fan

could ever want!

Spitfires in formation was equalled and then

broken at Duxtord’s two-day Spittire
Airshow on May 273, On the first day of the display
{Saturday) the organisers managed to get 13
Spitfires in the air together, equalling the world
recard set at Southampton two years ago, but
an Sunday the magical sight of 16 Spitfires
moared across Dudond Aifield, satting & new recon
in the procass!

Arpund 26,000 people tumed out 10 withess
this large gathering of F J Mitchel’s famous design,
with vanants ranging from Mk [| F7350 through
to the Imperial War Museurn's Mk.24 VN4B5, all
lined up on Duxford's grass, Way back in 1838
the Spitfire first entered Royal Air Force senvice
with 1% Squadron, which was based at Duxford
al the time. and the fighter has since gone
down In the annals of RAF history. It was
without doubt the most graceful and aesthetically
pleasing fighter design 1o see action during the
war. and these days an increasing number of the
breed are finding their way back into the skies,

But to attempt to get a subsiantial number of
Spitfires (and qualified pilots 1o Hly them} in one
place atl one time s nol A5 easy as many may
think! The organisation behind the Duxford

T HE WORLD RECORD for fiying restored

54

ITFIRES

The line-up on Saturday. The Spitfire Society's replica of the
prototype K5054 headed the long flightline which culminated
in the [WM's Spitfire Mk.24 VN485. (FP - Duncan Cubitt)

it's a record breaker! Sixteen Spitfires in close formatien on Sunday afternoon set a
new world record. (FP - Robert Rudhall)

show was immense, not only 1o get the aircrall
to the airfield, and have them lined up in mark
arder — to put up & mass formation of 16 ook
aven more detaded planning, and 1 was this depth
of preparation which paid dividends over 1he
waakand.

The arganisers of the flying programme had
10 cope with a strong crosswind, which according
1o the forecast, was going to be in the region of
15 knots, with gusts of up to 25 knots, for the two
days of the show, Conditions of this sort can play
havoe with plans to get aircraft like Spitfires satety
into the alr and back on the ground, and safaty
was the paramount concern al the display
briefings held in Duxferd's control tower at
11am each day

Introduced by Duxford's Airield Manager,
David Henchia, the brief contained details of
display lines which have to be adhered to with
regard fo aircraft speeds. "Display line A for speeds
up to 200 knots is in line with the southern
edge of the grass nunway” said David, “For speeds

of between 200 knots and less than 300 knots
display lina B is the northem edge of the hard
rurway, and for fiypasts in excess of 300 Knols,
display line C is the southern edge of the hard
runway, which is also the line for asrobatic
manceuvres between 200 and 300 knois, There
are also various sensitive areas which should
not be overfiown, i at all possible, thesa incluce
Fowlmere, Triplow, Duxford village, Whittlestord
and lckleton. Sometimes it s not possible fo avord
everflying these places, but plzase fiy considerately
and keep as high as you can cvar those areas
mentioned.”

Emergancy proceduras were explained to
the pilots as were the three separate radio
frequencies in use for the show, Duxford tower
informaticn would be operating on 122,075,
and aircraft would stan up and taxi using that
fraquency. Once airborne pilots would turn to
the display frequency of 121,175 and i individual
‘aircraft’ needed 1o talk 1o each othar dunng any
ol the scenarios, then 122,675, the Duxiord

FiyPast July [
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Supermaring Spitfire PR
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12
13

14

15
16
17
18
159

20
21
22

23
24
25
26
ar
28
st
0
K3
a2
33
ad
A0

36

Starboard navigalicn ighl
Winghip fairing

Starboard fabnc-coverad alleron
Aileron mass balance weights
Starboard wing gun bays (weapons
delated)

Ailoron bellcrank hinge control
Aileron operating cables
Starboard split franling-edge lap
Flap nydraulic jack

Starboard mainwhesal bay
Ventral shipper fuel tank, pan and
starboard | capacity 30 Img gal
(136.5 W)

Fuel pumg

Propelier spinnat

(e Hawillandg three-bladed vanabha
pitch propallar

Fropeler hut pitch-change mechanism
Spinnar backplale

Coolant header tank

Coolant filler cap
Rolls-Royce Merlin 1N, figuicd-
cooled 12-cylindar Vee

angine r

Ejector exhaust stubs {pared)
Farward angina mouniing
Cowling Integral ol 1ank, capacity 5.6
Imp gal (25 it

Engeme mounting struis

Generator

MEIn N1 R n]nur‘.hng Hlll}-"rHF'l'l-F.“
Starbioard wheel airng door
Starbeard maimwhesl

Carburattor air intake

Single-siage superchargear

Enging control linkages

Main engine bearer attachment [Gints
Engine accessory eguipment
Hydraulic rasensar

Detachable angine cowling panals
Engine bay lirewallfuel 1ank bay
ik Pz

Upper main fuel fank, capacity 48 lImp
qgal {218 1)

Fiypast July

a7
38
a4

40
41
42
43

441
a5
4B
47
A

49
a0
&1

52
53
54
25
56
57
58

Compass mounting

Fuel tankfAiongeron altachmenis
Lower main fuel tank, capacty 37 lmp
gal (168 Iit)

Rudder pedal bar

Stoping fuel tank bay bulkhead
Rudder pedals

Engine throttle, mixture control and
propaller pitch control levers

Contrel column handgnp
Back of instrument paneal

Selector box

Camera controller

Singla-piece frameless windscraan
panel

Canopy framing

Rearnsand sloing cockpt canopy cover
All-round vision blisters

Headras!
Safoty harmess
Pilot's seat
Folding side entry halch
orow bar slowage
Elevator tim handwheeal
Rudder trim handwhesl
Chart case

N

30
61
e
63

65
515}
67
68
(2]
Filt

i
ie
7
i

75
76
I
/8

2 Key Publishing LtdMike Badrocke

Windscreen de-icing fluid reservoir
Adjustable sealt mounting

Battery bay

Prgumaiic sysiem air botfies

Rear auxiliany fuet tank, capacity 29 Imp)
gal (132 lit)

Shiding canapy radl

Voltage reguiator

Canopy aft glazing

Upper idantification light
Starboard side access panal

Rear fusaiage frame and

gtringer construction

Fuselage skin panelling

Starboard 1ailplane

Starboard fabric-covered elavalor
Fin front spar {fuselage frame
SxiEnsion)

Fin rib eonstruchon

Rudder hom balance
Fabsic-coverad ruckiar consinicton
Starmpost
Trim control jack

B

4
1
G2
83
34

Rudder rim fab

Tall navigation light

Elavatar tak

Forl elevataer rb construction
Elevatyr mass balance
Tailpiane rb construction
Elevator frim controd jack
Rudder control mod

Elevator hinge control
Tailplane sparfusealage
frame attachment joint
Fusalage double frame

MNon retracling castoring tailwhasl
Tallwheal st

Tallplane controal cable quadrants
Contrad accass panal

a6
a7
a8

101
102

103
104
105
106G
107
108
109
110
111

112

Sloping tail assembly attachmeni
miain frama

Tailwhizel shock absorbar sirut
Tailplane control cables
Rear fuselage starboard
gide access  halch

Fuselage bottom longeron
Camera mobor

Camera housing/heater box
Twin F-24 vertical cameras ("W Type
insiallation)

Type 33 camera mountings
Camera heater pipe

Ventral lans apertures

Wing root trailing-edge fillet
Electrical system ground socket
Inboard auxiliary flap sagmant
Tralling edge fiap shroud ribs
Wing rear spar

Flap tongue shaf

Flap hydraulic jack

113
114
115
116
117
18
118
120
121
122
123
124

125
126

127
128

129
130
131

132
133
134
135
136

137
138

1359
140

Part split trailing edge flap

Flap synchronisation jack

Allaron control belicrank

Alleron hinga control rod

P fabric-covered aileron

Ailaron rib construction

Wingtip construction

Far navigation fighl

Ventral pitol lube

Wing lattice rib construction
Leading-edge nose nbhs

Dutboard ammunition bay (waapons
delated)

Main spar

Inboard ammunition bay (weapons
deleted)

Fart ventral slipper tank

Inboard leading-edge rib and stnnger
construchion

Wheelbay extamal skin stiffeners
Part main undercarriage wheeal bay
Vantral ol cooler (coaclant radiator on
starb-npard side)

LIndarcarnage position indicatar
Hydraulic retraction jack

Wing sparffuselage attachmeant joint
Inboard leading-edge lattice nbs
Main undaercarriage leg pivol

fixing

Mainwheal lag shock absorber
strut

Torque scissor links

Mainwheea! fairing door

Port mainwheal
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Spitfire VB JLII5, 2 Sqgn,
ltaly, 1943,

“I - _'“'"’
- -da o

JEAN VI

The ‘office’. Spitfire V BLG614.

Spitfire XIVE RNI33, 82 Sgn,
Malava, 1946,

The mighty Rolls Royce
Griffon engine. Spitfire
XIvV SM832.



Spitfire | X4590, 609 Sgn.

Spitfire FR.X1Ve RN152, 17 Sqgn.

FlvPasi July

Spitfire LF.XVle RW382, 604 Sgn.

Spitfire F.22 PK574, 513 Sqgn.

{All artwork by Pete West)




Rirworthy Spitfire Survivors

IXc
Tr9
|
|Xe
| Xe
Tr4
Te8
|%a

Tr.9
IXe
IXe
PH.XI
PR.XI
XlVe
Xive

XV
XN

¥\Vla
X\Vla
b AT
Xila
¥\la
XVie
iile
Wil

XVllle
Xl e

ldentity
AR213 (G-AIST)

Pr3s0

ABO10

BMS97 (G-MKVE)
EP120 (G-LFVE)
AR50 (G-AWII)
ARG14 (G-BUWA)
MT718 (NT19MT)
MTE16 (NSEJE)
MV 154 (G-BKMI)

MVZ30/ASE-758 (VH-HET)

MHES1
MATI3 (NBAOLE)

MHA34 (G-ASJV)
MJE27 (G-BMSE)
MIT30 (G-HFIX)
MJ772 (N8R)
MKA5E

MK732 (G-HVDM)
MKB23 (N521R)
MLAOT (G-LFIX)}
ML417 (G-BJSG)
NH238 (G-MKIX)
PL344 (G-IXCC)
PT462 (N4G2JC)
PV202 (G-TRIX)
TE213/5518

TE30B [NI0BWK)
TES54 (2057)
TES66 (G-BLCK)
PLBGS (G-MEXI)
PL983 (G-PRXI)
MV293 (G-SPIT]
MNH749 (NX4790P)

NH204 (N114BP)
SMB32 (F-AZSJ)
AW382 (G-XVIA)
SLT21 (NXT21WK)
TEBE3 (ZK-XV)
TDR4B (G-0XVI)
TE184 {G-MXVI)
TE356 (N3GETE)
TE384 [VH-XVI)
TE476 (N4TETE)

SMIES (G-BRAF)
TR280 (N2BOTP)

PR.XIX PME31
PR.XIX PSB53 (G-RAGN)
FPR.XIX FS5015

Oparator

Victor Gauntlel & Peater Livanos
Battle of Britain Memoaal Flight
Battle of Britain Memorial Flight
Histaric Alrcraft Collection

The Fighter Collection

The Shullewarth Collection
Alpine Fighter Collectian
Cavanaugh Flight Musaum
Jack Enckson

Robs Lamplough

Colin Pay

Indian Air Force Histono Flight
David Price

CHd Fiving Machine Company
Maurice & Peter Bayliss

David Penneil

Champlin Fighter Musaurm
Baltle of Britain Mamarial Flight
Dutch Spitfire Flight

Clitf Robartson (7)

Carolyn Grage

The Fightar Coidlection

David Arnold/Flying A Services
Kermit Weaeks

Antheny Hodgson

Rick Robarts

South Alrican Alr Force

Bill Graenwood

Israed Air Force Museum
Historic Aircraft Collection

Real Aeroplana Company
David Amold/Flying A Services.
The Fightar Collaction

Cavid Price

Bob Pond

Christophe Jacguard
Bamie Jackson

Chris Woods

Alpine Fighter Collection
Karel Bos

Alain de Cadenet
Evergrean Venuras
Hockey Treloar Syndicate
Kermit Weeks

David Arnold/Flying A Sarvices
Rudy Frasca

Battle of Britain Memorial Flight
Rolls-Rayce Plc

Battle of Britain Memorial Flight-

Base

Whecombe Air Park, Bucks, UK

RAF Coningsby, Lincs, UK

AAF Coningsby, Lincs, UK

Duxford Airfield, Cambs, UK

Duxford &irfield, Cambs, UK

Oid Warden Asrodrome, Bads, UK
Earls Colne, Essax, UK

Dallas, Texas, USA

Madford, Oregon, USA

Filtan Airfiald, Bristal, Avon, UK
Scona, New South Wales, Australia
Falam, Mew Delhi, India

Santa Monica Museum of Flight,
Santa Monkca, California, LSA
Duxlord Alrfisdd, Cambs, UK
Bruntingthorpe Alrfield, Laics, LK
Gloucestershire Alrpart [Staverton), Glos, UK
Masa, Arzona, USA

RAF Coningsby, Lines, UK
Daalen/Gilza-Rijpn Alr Basa, The Nethedands
Kalamazoo Air oo, Michigan, USA
Duxlord Airfield, Cambs, UK

Duxford Airfield, Cambs, LK

Morth Weald Airfield, Essax, UK
Wycombe Air Park, Bucks, UK
Duxtord Airfield, Cambs, UK
Goodwood Alfield, West Sussex, LIK
Lansena, Johannasbirg,

Museum Historle Flight, South. Africa
Aspan, Colorado, LUSA

Bearsheba Aifield, Isradl

Duxford Airfield, Cambs, LK
Breighton Airfiald, Yarks, LIK

Maorth Weald Airfield, Essex, UK
Duxford Alrtield, Cambs, UK

Santa Monica Museum of Flight,
Sania Monica, Califomia, LISA
Planes of Fame, Palm Springs, California, USA
Difan, France

San Jose, Caiifornia, LSA

Movato, Galfomia, USA

Wanaka, New Zealand

Audlay End, Essex, UK

Morth Weald Aidield, UK

MeMinnville, Oregon, USA

Toowoomba, Queensland, Austratia
Fantasy of Flight Museum, Polk City,
Flonda, LUSA

Nodh Weald Alrfleld, Essex, UK
Urbana, lilingis, USA

RAF Comngsby, Lincs, UK

East Midlands Airpon, LK

RAF Coningsby, Lincs, UK

Some 49 Spitfires are included in the above listing.  This impressive flgLira locks sel o increase ovar the nex few years as
even more Spitfires take 1o the alr upon the completion of restoration pmgrmmu all over the world, Last manth's FiyPast

Magazine contained a news report of yet anather alrframe {!u'lilu.‘-'t FTETE} has been recoversd from Russia, and has
arrived in the UK for rebuild to fly. The Spitfire IX s canainly tha. most ]:hmﬂﬂ{: of the airwarthy variants of the famous fighter,
with BREO1 and MKS58 currantly under restoration In the USA, while MK12, SM520 and TAE0S are undergoing rebuild in the
UK. Rarer variants of the Spitfire family, iike Seafire 1ll PP972 arid Seafire XV PRS03, are being rebullt to fiying condition in
the UK and LUSA respectively, So it shouldn't be too long hﬂm we sae the airvarthy E'rpltlﬂ'& population break the magical
50 mark! However, this grand total can fluctuate. A belly landing befell T.9 MJE27 (G-BMSB) at Coventry Alrport on April 25,
thus reducing the total to 48! The charisma surrounding this grmw ‘machine is as strong Indny as ﬂmmmhﬂw
of World War Twe, when the name Spitfire put fear into the enemy and made ene proud to be British!
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operations Irequency, would ba available.
The strong gusting crosswind would navitakbly
affect the detailed fying programme. as would
some aircralt unsenviceablilities. Due to an
incident a fow days earier, all of the HAFs Hawk
trainers wera groundead, so the siot where &
pair of Hawks would formate with the two
Battle of Britaln Memarial Flight (BEMF)
Spitfire PR X1Xs had fo be cancelied. Instead
Mark Hanna flew a stunning display routine
in former Swiss Air Force Hawker Huntar J-

— -

— -
Seen infrequently last year, the BEMF's
Spitfire lla P7350 now carries 277
Search and Rescue Squadron colours,
representing PB50S “The Old Lady’,
which was given to the RAF by the
Bank of England during World War Two.
(FP - Duncan Cubitt)

4021, The Duxlord-based PBY Catalina was
rUrsing a sick engine, so standing In for his
slot was John Romam in the Aircraft Restoration
Company's Beech 18 G-BKGL. The
Shuttieworth Collection’s Glester Gladator ard
SE SA were also unabe 1o attend and the times
allocated to their display slots had o be
ncorporated into the atternoon’s running
order. Bul by far the biggest organisational
‘headache' was the armanging of the mass

(HAC), IXe MLAT (TFC), IXe MHA34 [Old
Flying Machine Company), 1Xe MJ730 (David
Fannell), PR.X|I PL865 (Real Aeroplane
Company), XVie TD248 (Karel Bos), XVle
TE184 {c/o Intrepid Aviation Company).
'MKA7EYTEA11 {RAF Exhibition Flight)
'MKE73'TBIB2 (RAFEF), 1.9 MLADT (Carclyn
Grace), 7.9 PV202 {Rick Roberts), XiVe
MV293 (TFC), PRXIX PMEI1 (BBMF), PR.XIX
PS853 (Rolls-Royce), PR.XIX PS815 (BEMF)
and Mk.24 YNABS (IWM),

The Battle of Britain Memorial Flight excelled itself with the attendance at Duxford
of four Spitfires and the Hurricane. Here, Spitfire PR XIX PS915 (in its new 152 Sgn
colours) gets airborne on Saturday. (FP - Robert Rudhall)

Spitfire larmation at the end of the show, bul
more of that later!

Twenty-two Spithres dominated the fightline
an Sunday: KE054 (prototype replica from the
Spitfire Society), lla P7350 (BEMF), Vb EP120
| The Fighter Collection), Vb ABS10 {(BBMF),
YVh BMESTY [Historic Aircraft Collection), Ve
ARS01 (Shuttleworth Collection), [Xe TESEE

b2

The vas! majornity of these were Thears'— the
excaphons being K054, MEATE, MEGTS and
YNABS.

Evan though this impressive "vista' was the
ona which most impressed vistors o Duxford
owver the May Bank Hosday woekend, there wems
other ‘gems’ in the shape of four Hawker
Hurricanes, compnsing the Real Aeroplane

Company's ‘alk-black’ Hawker Hurricana Xl G-
HURR. now rasplendent in s nightfighter
markings (see this issue's News pages),
BEMF's FZ865 (now in its inal season waanng
desert colours), TFC's XI1 ‘Z7381" and
Shuttloworth's Sea Hurricana b Z7015.

A guartet of Mustangs (G-HAEC, G-BIXL, G-
BTCD and G-SIRAR) were ranged alongside
TFC's Bell P-63 Kingoobma G-BTWH, while the
Aircratt Hestoration Company’s Blanhaim
and Lysander represented Spitlire
contemporaries’

But it was the Spitfire which basked in all of
the gloery, and not just in the air Veteran
Spitfire pilots were on hand 1o sign books, prints,
et i one of the histonc Dudord hangars, Lady
Joan Bader, whose late husband Sir Douglas
Badar was a greal exponent of the Spitfira (and
Hurmcane) during Workd War Two. and Air Vice
Marshal “Johnnie” Johnson, the fop-scoring
British fightar pilot of the war, were just two ot
the ‘personalities' present. Dr Gordon Mitchell,
san of the Spitfires’'s designer was also
present on Saturday. Another of the ‘velerans’,
ten Woodward, a former RAF Warrant Officer
was particulary pleased o be at the show, for
he had flown one of the aircraft prasant on the

The last of the breed! The Imperial War
Museum's static Spitfire Mk.24 VN4BS
was a welcome addition to the flightline
during the weekend.

(FP - Robert Rudhall)

-

- -

Lady Joan Bader (widow of Sir Douglas
Bader), and leading fighter ace
*Johnnie’ Johnson, were kept busy
inside Duxford's hangars signing prints
and books. (FP - Robert Rudhall)

aiffield, even though it was not actually out on
the flightlinel Spitfire T.9 PT462, recently
ratumed to the UK from the USA (see last
manth's News pages) and was in the process
e being put back together, and this aircrafl (in
its gingle-seat torm) was one of 207 Spitfires
terried by Kan, “ joined the RAF in 1942" he

FlyPast July




told FiyPast, “trained in Rhodesia and went on
to sarve with No 4 Farry Unit, | flew all different
marks of Spiffires up to the ME.XL Inlems of
handling, the nicest was the Spitfire VI |
never flew any Gritfon-powered Spitfires because
we did not get any of those paricular aircraft in
aur theatre of war.

“I always remember the early Spitfire Is
because they had the manual undercarriage
retraction pump and we used to take-off and go
off in the circuil porpoising up and down as we
pumpad away on the handie 1o get the gear up.
As a ferry pilot cur average fights ware quite shor,
from something like 45 minutes to a couple of
hours.”

Arther of the survning Spitfiras whach was flown
by Ken was Robs Lamplough's Spitfire VI G-
BKMI, but sadly this particular aircraft could
not be at Duxfard for the show,

Spitfires wara also present in force inside
aone of Duxdford's hangars, where the Lincoln-and
Newark Branch of the International Plastic
Maodelling Society had pul on a superb display
of 1/48 scala models, covering all the Spitfira
production vanants, most sennca modificabons
and a wide cross saction of colour schemes,

The daily fiving programme starad a1 2pm with
a duo display by The Fighter Collection’'s Spitfire
Vb and Hurricana Xl and these were followed
on both days by an RAF Tomado F.3 (ZE162 on
Saturday and ZES08 on Sunday), contrasting
fighters old and naw!

On Saturday the BBMF pul up a five-ship

v
jv i

%,

w3

Rod Dean in TES66 leads Red Section
(BM597, ML40T & MLA17) in a four-ship
flypast on Saturday. (FP - Duncan Cubitt)

fomation routne of is four Spitfires and Humcanea
PZBE6S, with Sgn Ldr Paul Day AFC fiying the
Humicane, Gp Capt Al Lockwood AFC iving Spitfire
P7350, Sqn Ldr 'Shiney' Simmons in Spitfire
AB310, Wg Cdr Dave Harrison piloting PS815
and Sqn Ldr Clive Rowley i PME31, However,
due 1o tha strong crosswind it was nol possibile
ta 1y this routing and land back at Duxford on
Sunday, s0 BBMF just participated in the mass
formaton &t the end of tha second day's display.

TFC's Bell P-63 Kingcobra was Hown by
former Red Arrows pilot Guy Bancroft-Wilson,
while Ray Hanna in G-HAEC led a Mustang tno
of Nick Gray in TFC's G-BTCD, Peata John in G-
BiXL and Norman Lees in G-51RR. On bath days
of the show the TFC Mustang landed back
s00n after take-off with a tectnical protlem, leavwing
the remaining three to parform an exciting
lailchase routine

Tha Beech 18, Blenheim and Lysander all
peromed admirably, as did TFC's Spitfire Vb
and David Pennell’'s Spithre 1Xa MJ730, flown
by Dave Southwood and Andy Sephton

FlyFasi duly

respectively. A pleasing Hurricane duo routine
was fliown on Saturday by Steve Povett in TFC's
XIl and Clitft Spink in the Real Aeroplans
Company's X[l After a couple of passes in
tormation this slof became a solo routine when
the all-black Hurricane had 1o cut short its
display due to damage to s starboard
undercamage door, the forward portion of which
hiad bean blown back at ight angles. Alter a slow
run past the control tower for a visual check, Cliff
brought the Hurricane in for an uneventful

Section atter take-ofl, "1l be Mhang at 150 knots
on the outbound lag after take-off so don't bust
a gut to form ug, take your time, When we get
abeam Bury St Edmunds wa'll do one lamge orbit
around Bury and start back on the run in to
Dusdord, Section Leaders call when your aircrah
are all on board the formation. Power for the rn-
in will be aimed at 180 knofs and | intend to go
over the airfield at 1,000,

“After the flyover 'll ease up o 1,500 as we
clear 1o the west. Green and Blue Sections can

Spitfire Scramble! MH434, TE184 and PV202 line up for take-off at Duxford on May 2.
(FP - Duncan Cubitt)

lmnding. Luckily the damage was onby superhaial
and the Hurncana was back oul on the flightline

thi following day, minus its undercarriage door.
Hepairs 1o the aircrat were only expected 1o lake
a couple of days and as Tony Smith of the Real
Aeroplane Club told FhFast “IVs very frustrating
saeing as the aircraft has been fiying so well, but
it's not going to affact any of our other display
commitments.”

While the Humcanes wene parforming. the airfield
came alive with the sound of Medin and Griffon
engines stating up — it was time for the Spitfire
linalel

Salurday’s pilot briefing revealed the depth of
detail and planning needed to achieve a safe and
smooth scenarol Rod Dean, who briefad tha
llying programme, sel oul the finely-tuned
mnunnirg order. "We will cporate as threa sections,
Rad, Green and Blua. The whole sorbe from start-
up to landing will be carried out using 122175
as cur radio freguency. If you have a late stan
the choice to continue or not is entirely yours.
I vou can catch the rest of the formation up then
please do so. but it's up 1o you. If a secton leader
has a radio failure in the air, hand over to your
number three aircratt. Any ather aircratt having
radic problems stay in the formation and camy
on as briefed. I you suffer @ major engine
probiem while in the formation, remeamber tha
only way 1o gois up. If you choosa to go down
you will inevitably cause major problems for
those aircraft flying behind you, s0 gain height
and then sort yourselt out!

“Star and taxi out 10 the runway holding point
al two-minute intervals and bearing in mind
the crosswind wa will all do singleton take-otffs
al len-second intervals,”

Hod was leading the formation as Red Leader,
and Grean and Blue Saciions would form on Red

then ease out of the main fomation, leaders calling
when clear, All three sections will remain in box
formations and head back in for a single pass
from south-west 1o south-east in box formation.
Arrn 1o fly past at 3000, watching out for
turbulanca.”

After the passes in bax formation the individual
sactons revered 1o finger four formabon and came
back across Duxfard Aldield for a final run and
break to land. The landings on both days of the
show [ook all the concentration hat the pilobs coulkd
ruster, for the crosswind was almost at nght
anglas to the runway, and landing a Spitfire in
thesa conditions is nol @asy 1o say the laast!
Mavertheless everyona coped with it admirably
and all the aircraft landed safaby,

Saturday’s formation consisted of 13 Spitfires,
aqualling the world record set up two years
aarfier. While the mass balbo was away forming
up Stephen Grey treated the audience to a
scintiflating display in TFC's Spitfire XIV MV283,
its Griffon engine filling the sky with a truly
evocative sound.

By Sunday, three more aircraft were able 1o
participate and the record-breaking formation
included (in order of tax out and lake-off):
TEREE, ML4AODT, BMEST, MLA17Y, PLSGS, MH434,
TE184. PV202, EP120, PSB53, TO248, ABS10,
P7350, PME31, PE915 and MVE8R3,

The sight of all these Spitfires in close diamond
formaton literally stoppad the audience in their
fracks. The sky was full of that baritone throb
that only Merins and Grffons can make. and after
putting up with a very cold wind all day long the
crowd that had travelled o Duxiord 1o withess
this grand spectacle went away well satishied!

S0 the recomd now stands at 16, With an increasing
number of Spifires being restored 1o fying condition
in Evrope, one wondars how long this will [ast?
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FREE POLO SHIRT

worth £14.95

Go on, treat yourself or a friend to a very
special piece of aviation history...

4. order Spitfire: The History

Spitfie: The History is @ 856-page monument of facts,

figures and ilustrations, Recorded In detall is the

Spitfire's development foflowed by a list of ower 29,500
entries of every Spitfire ever bt In addition, there is

over 1,300 bdack and white llustrations while 16

.  pages of specially commissioned colour artwark

@\  cdepictamass of marks and markings.

It's not surprising that with the additions of the
lietle known oddities and facts on the sttempts
at developments that keffrey Guill, the test
pilot who flew every mark of Spitfire,
described the book thus "As definitive a
histary of the Spitfire that s ever llkely
be written”, £39.95 plus plp.

ORDER NOW FOR A FREE
SMTFIRE POLO SHIRT

For a imited period anby if you
purchase a copy of Spétfire; The
History we 'l send you a polo shirt
embroidered with a spitfire emblem
absolutely free, The polo shirts ane
B, byrgundy In colour; British made
Whﬁm:ﬂ'
and three button deskgn. Sizes are Small 34°-38°,
Medium 36°-38", [arge 35°-41", Bxra Large 427447 and XX
Large 45°48",
Either use the coupan below, photocopy or write stating
the size of shirt you require and we'll do the rest.

PLEASE PRINT ‘ E.puH;iru: The History
£39 95 P&P UK £3.00
P&P averseas £6.00
.I .+ S — Fﬂ]ﬂ Shll'l Sizes
Past Town e o] 34*-34"
'-.l'."ll"'l':f ¥ = Al F'l:|'|||-r.7.'l‘||: ol i 3 - r'all 3,::'"-_'35"
Flease dibd my Accass, Moversars, Evracand, Viso L 3g-41"
: H-I di",ll _l'i_dll
OO0 OO0 O D00 expirss O]
Pinase incheaie regiskead Mame & Address or craail oo hedcer [ aifferan! | 4 ;

Talgl value &f remmonce FEE e RN
JlEneNg

300, Stambard, Lincs., PER 1A, Methods o f payment

§ Send io: Spiffire Soecial OHer, FlyPost. Key Publishing Ud., PO Box
Tel/24 hour answer machine 01780 480404 or Fox 01780 757812, EMail ordersBkeymeogs damor.ce.uk Poymant acoaphed by chagua, Postal Drder, Cradst Cord

Eurecard ard Viso) Gira [acoourd na

5 Daller chook jescharge role £1,00 = us

.
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and tha cutbreak of war in Europe in 1839, the

de Havilland DH.89 Dragon Rapede bacame the
mainstay of UK commercial aviation, bullding on
the success of both the DH.B4 Dragon and
DH.B8, and ensurng the continuing success of 'oe
Havillands' — a name synonymaus with British
aviation during the next three decades.

The search for a design that would suppon
hsel financially in the ar, can be traced o tha
Clacton-Maylands-Ramsgate scheduled senvice
ol Hillman's Airways Lid, when, dunng 1852,
three early examples of the DH.E3 Fox Math, G-
ABVI, 'Vdand VK, replaced Puss Meths on the
Hiliman's route, 1t was the success of this early
scheduled servica, especially whan operated by
the Fox Math, that saw Edward Hifiman approach
dio Havillands at Stag Lane, with a request for a
twin-engined design, with suitable design
characterstics and operating costs, 1o enable
the Hillman services to be extended across the
Channel 10 Paris,

I fact the de Havilland dasign office was already
working on a similar project, regarded as a double
Fox Maoth for the iragl Arr Force and Hillman
immadiately placed an order for four examples ol
tha high espect ratio, wo-bay biplane known as
the Dragon.

Acoommodaton was provided for six passengers,
while the pilel occupied a nose compantment
that was reached through a door at the front of the
passenger cabn. The first four Hillman machinas,
G-ACAN Mapands, ‘AD Goodmayes, ‘AP and BW
{o/ms BO00-B002 and 6009} were joined by "EL
Brantwood and 'EV Word {o/ns 8022 and 6023},
while increasead traffic saw all six aircraft convered
o gight-seaters at the expense of the rear uggage
cormpanment.

Success with the four-engined and ten-gaat
DH.BE and plans tor a faster and more cormiortable
versian of the Dragon resulted in a twin-engined
and scaled down varsion ol the DH.86, that
incomporated the same fype of uselage consinchon,
taperad manpanes, engne naceles and rousered
undercarnage. Utilising the 200hp [ 149W) six-
eylinder version of the Gipsy Major, known as the
Gipsy Six, the new design was again the work of
DH's design staff headed by A E Hagg and was
intially named ‘Dragen Six', although this Wwas
amendead 1o Dragon Rapide in February 15935,

On Aprl 17, 1835, Captain H S Broad, DH's senior
test pilot. who had previcusly taken both the
Drragon and BH.86 on their fiest flights, liled e
profotype, with Class B marks E.4, from Hatfekd
ior the first time. Certificate of Alrwonthiness
trials at Marlesham Heath fellowed at an all-up
wegnt of 5,0001b (2, 268kg) with accommodation

IN THE FOUR-YEAR penod betwean 1935

G

Ra

ueen o

for six passengears and 140Ib {B3kg) of baggage.
Maximum permissible speed was restricled to
160amph (25Tkmi'h) when tests revealad that the
nose bucklad when 175mph (ZBTkmih) was
reached

Meanwhile, during construction al the prototype,
Edward Hiliman negotiatad the purchase of tha
first three production alrcraft G-ACPM - G-AGPO
(e'ng B251-3)

On complation of the trials at Martlesham, tha
prototype was retumed to Hatfield ard soid, as GH-
287, 1o Har R Herzig of the Ostschweiz Aero
Giezclschalt for service in Switzerland. carrying

Right: The prototype DH.BS pictured prior o
export as CH-287. ( A J Jackson collection)
Below Exhibited by the Science Museum
al Wroughton, G-ALXT carries Railway Air
Services logo and masquerades as Star of
Scotia, the name originally allocated to
the Company's G-AEBX. (FP Collection)

The DH 89 Rapide
became the
mainstay of the

UUK’s growing civil

fleet in the late

1930s, Keith
Saunders looks at

the growth of

Rapide operations.

€
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winhes sports enthuzasts babweaan S Gaul, Surch
and Barmn.

The tirst producton Dragon Sic G-ACPM mada
the typa's pubis detiut al Hattisld on July 13, when
i competed in the 1534 Kirg's Cup Race, Entered
by Viscount Wakefietd of Hythe and flown by
Huben Broad, the Rapide retired during Round 2,
haal B, when the wings wers sevarely damaged
by hail over Waddington, Captain Broad had
completed the earier heats at an avarage spaed
of 158mph (254km'h)

Raitway Alr Services [RAS) quickly followsd
the Hillman order. with crdars for two DH.BS
Dragon Rapides G-ACFP and G-ACPR (c/ns
E2545) named] City of Bristodand City of Birmingthiarm
respactvely

The four years of prewar DH,89 production
wolkd sea just over 200 examples ol the type
construcied. while from o/n G309, C-ADWZ Tor
Parsonal Airways, DH.BSs had thickened wingtips,
cabin heating and a nose landing light, and the alk
up weighi was increased from 500016 to 5 500(b
{2.268kg to 2,495kg). In 1837 G-AEQYV (c/n
G342 appeansd as the first DHA9A, teatunng trading-
adge fiaps on the lowear wing 1o improve the
tanding pedommance. Many earlier examplas of
the type werg modibed to DH.B3A standard.

Tha Hillman's DH.895 weara crdered lor dalivery
between Jung and Septembar 1934 ossantially
tor the Cormpany's Paris and Belfast routes. G-
ACPM. the first production DH.8% was shon-
livext in Hillman's sarace, Flown by chief pilot, Capt

W A Banruster, the DH.89 was lost at sea off

Folkestone, in bad wealher, while en rowte to Le
Bourget with passangers on October 2 1934,

The type received considerabla publicity whan
cn December 1, 1934, G-ACPN, flown by Capt
Walter Andarzon and accompanied by Capt
Charles Palley in Dragon G-ACEU, set out from
Stapleford, on Hillman's new Post Office mail
contract, on the former Swond's Midiand and
Scottish Alr Ferries route, 1o Liverpool and
Glasgow but with addilional ports of call at
Ronaldsway and Belfast

On May 18 at Croydon, RAS ook dalivery of
its first o DH.B3=, which from May 27 opearated
the RAS Shomham-Portsmouth-Southampton-
Bristol-Birmingham-Liverpool senvica. Eventualty
e DH.ES would become the mairstay of the BASs,
playing an important rola in the developmant of
UK air sarvicas

Howeaver, a lzss successiul HAS veniure was
1% Sunday excursion senvice from Brighton to Le
Touguet. Commencng on July 28, onby two flights
werg mada with passanger numbers tofalling 11

Cn Seplember 30, 1935, Allied Brtish Airways
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was formed by merging the fleets of United
Alresays, Hillman's Airways and Sparan Air Lines,
Controlled by Whitehall Securities, the name
was changed to British Ainvays Lid on October 28,
Batn Hillrmar's and United includsd DH S5 in thair
fleeis. Operating from headquarters at Terminal
House in Grosvenor Gardens, opposita Victora
Staton, British Airvays was one of the lamest
contemporary girlines in the United Kingdom.

A Britesh Airwangs DH.ES, with Capt W F Anderson
at the contrals, deparad London on Februany 12,
1836, on & wo-day proving flight via Amsierdar-
Hamburg-Copanhagean 1o Malmo. The folkowing
day,. the twica-waakly British Airways’ DH .88
service to Malmo was introduced.

On April B, RAS commencad sprng schedules,
with o flights each way daily, on tha Manx

August 6, 1936. (W K Kilsby)

Airway, ulilising six DH.89z on the Manchesias-
Liverpook-Blackpool-lsle of Man routa. The first
ot these, G-AEAJ Star of Lancashie was dalivered
on March 14, with the remaining examples in
sarvica for the oparing of summer schadulas
on May 25,

The baginning of Jersey Airways' summer
schadules, saw a Jersey-Plymouth sarvice opaned.
Opamted by Dragon G-ACM) and DH.B3s, G-ADBY
and G-ADBW, fares were 555 single and £4
raturn. Exetar, with s better weather, replacad
Flyrmouth as the mainland terminus for the sence
i T937

Al the narthern axtramity of the LK, Aberdesn
Aireays began an Abordeen-Shetiand servica on
June 21936, A logeal extansion of the Company's

Abardeen-Stromness service, the first ight was
by CH .88 G-ADDE with Capt Enc Starling at the
confrols,

The tollowing day Highland Airways exiended
its three-timeas weekly Invermess-Kirkwall service
to Bumburgh, From July to Oclobar the service

Railway Air Services DH.898 G-ACPP and G-ACPR at Whitchurch Airport, Bristol, on

e A

was operaled daily. Famed Scottish airline
pioneer, Capt E E Fresson made the inacgural flight
in OH.88 G-ADA

Morthem and Scoftish Airways commitments on
Englsh mute secions sew nine Bdtish Arways’ aimmit
handad to the Scoltish operator on June 30,
Thesa incivded DH . BYz G-ADAG, G-ADAH, G-
ADBL and G-ADDF and lour Spartan Cruisers

Weston-supar-Mara was the venua on May 8,
1937, whan Fit Lt Fielden, Captain of the King's
Flight, defverad DH BS G-ADDD 10 the Somarset
airfrald, Cparated in ium by HARH Prince Edward,
Prince of Wales and the King's Fiight. the asmopéana
was purchased by Norman Edgar of Westem
Airweanys for £3,345, On January 21, 1936, G-aDDD
had bean the first aircralf to camy a reigning
manarch, comnveying the Prince of Walas from

sandringham to London, on tha death of his
tathar, King Georgea

A manth later on June 1, DHLES G-ADBW of
dJersey Airavays carmed the first air mall for-the
Company batwaan Jersey and Southampion,
with Capt B Walker at the controls, while Sootiish
Airways was formed during August bringing
lagatner the de Hawvilland fleats of Nothem and
Scotten Ainways and Highiand Ainwvays with a total
of six OH.B8s and nine Cragons.

As the summer of 1937 drew Lo a close, isie af
Man Air Sorvices ook over cperations on the fMans
Alrway from HAS, al the same fime receiving
five OH.B8s from the RAS fleet fo enable services
1z ba maintained.

Returning to Scotland, Allied Airways (Eander

3

DH.B9 G-ACPP in the colours of Great Western and Southern Air Lines during 1339,
(A J Jackson collection)

Diower) Lid bagan carmying mail on the Aberdeen-
Shetland servica, the first mall tlight 1aking place
on November 23 with Enc Starling al the contrals
of Dragon G-ACHJ

The evening of October 2, 1838, saw Narman
Edgar (Westem Arways) Lid, infroduce a schoduind

E.’h



Pictured by the author at Booker in June 1968 after a quarter of a century in storage at
Dyce, DH.89 G-ADAH still carries its Allied Airways logo and currently forms part of the
collection of Manchester's Museum of Science and Industry. {Author)

night service between the Lompany base at
Weston-supar-Mare and Cardiff, with DH.63 G-
ADDD operating the inaugural flight. BBC
commantator Wynford Vaughan Thomas crnered
e amival and landing at Cardff, Just 16 days aler,
the Straight Comaration accuined the Nomman Edgar
operation which was immediately renamed
Wstarn Airways

Subsequent io the Weslam Alrways taka-over,
al aircratt operated by the Straght Corporaticn were
painted in a standard colour scheme. Fuselage
ard wings were painted in 8 metahc blusgrey, while

December. Subskdas of £100,000 were proposed,
although the forthcoming hostihes would ensure
that ary keng-term evaluaton as 1o tha viability of
cubsidised senvicas under peace time conditions
wiould be impossible

Oin April 3, 1939, Great Weslam and Southeam
Air Lines began operatng on the Fryde-Boumemouth
and Brighton-Ayde routes with the DH.B9s
operating as far north as Liverpool from May 1, with
a new oute from Brighton 1o Cardiff via Hyde,
Bournemauth, and Bristol being introduced a
week later. By the end of May international

de Havillond 89 and 89A Dragon Rapide
scheduled Fleet Operators 1935-1940.

Hiflman's Alrways Ltd
G-ACPM 6251 G-ACPN Br52
G-ACPO 8263 G-ADA 6264
G-ADAH B2TE G-ADAJ 8278
G-ADAL B263 (G-ADDF G204
Jarsey Alrways and Guernsey Alrweys
G-ADBY 6286 The St Ouen's Bay 11.
G-ADEBW 6288
Highland Alrways Lid :
G-ADAJ B2TE Invemiess O-AEWL 6387
Zefiand
Horthern and Scottish Alrways Lid
G-ADAG 8206 G-ADAH 8278
-ADBL 6260 G-AD0F G284
Scottish Alrways Lid
G-ADA B2TH Mvdrmass G-AEWL B3ET
Zatland
G-AFEY 6402 G-AFFF 8388
G-AFOI BA5D G-AFRK B441
Aallway Alr Services Ltd
G-ACPP 6254 City of Brista! G-ACPR G255
ity of Birmingham
G-AEM B320 Star of Lancashire G-AEAR 8304
Star of Mana
03-AEAL G375 Star of Yorkshire  G-AEAM 6326
Star of Wstar
G-AERW 6327 Starof Renfrow  G-AEBX B328
Star of Scofa
G-AFFF 8386 Juno

Aberdaen Airways Lid and Allked Airvays
{Gander Dower] Lid

all lettering was crimson outlined in white Audders  schedules for the companies DH.85s inciuded G-ACZE 6264 The Don G-ACTZF (268
wis strped with ten white bands and 11 red bands. Croydon-Luxembourg, Croydon-Deauvilie and Carima
Al the end of October, the Air Transport Licensing Croydon-Le Touguet. EEJTH g;:ﬂ A ADDE B282
Authority under the provisions of the Alr Mansgaton By August, the Air Transpod Licensng Authorty T sl Abardann
Act of 1938, lssued provisional serviee licences,  had issuad 47 licences tor United Kingdom ail
for internal services, 1o successful applicants,  SBIVICES 10 a toal of 14 operators. The important United Alrways Lid
after closaly contested public hearngs, developments In air transport that would have G-ADAE 6272 G-ADBL G280
On December 5, 1938, a new DH.BS opearator undoubtecy followed were quickly curtailed when G-ADEK 288
o I Iste of Man Air Services Lid
(3-AEAJ BI20 AMA Castierown  G-AEAK 6324
G-AEAL BIZE G-AEAM 6326
G-AEBW 6327 G-AFEZ 8408
Great Western and Southern Alr Lines Ltd
G-ACPP 6254 G-ACPR 8265
G-ACYM G268
British Alrways Lid
G-ACPN G252 G-ACFO 6253
G-ADAE B272 G-ADAG B2EE
G-ADAH 6278 G-pDM! 6287
G-ADAL B2TE G-ADAK &1
3-ADAL 6763 G-ADBL 6280
G-ADBX G2&% G-ADDF 6264
....... G-ADIM 6203
o Waestern Alrways Lid
: s G-ACTUBRES G-ADBY G266
-3 g G-ADDD 6263 G-AFS0 6845

The DH.89, as the Dominie, was produced in large numbers for military use during World
War Twa and served as both trainers and communications aircraft. [FP Collection)

many cases by the DH.23.

was tomed. Great Western and Southem Alr Lines
Ltd, took over operations from Channed Air Femeas
and mcorporated a number of former RAS routes.
Both the Greal Westem Railway and the southeam
Railway were share holders and funds provided
by the two rallway companies enabled Greal
wWestem and Southem Air Lines to acauire DH.89s
G-ACPP and G-ACPR, together with Dragon G-
ADDI from RAS,

The turm of the vear saw the introduction of ntemal
route subsiches first declosad n a White Paper duning

GEB

Great Britain declared war on Germany on
September 3, 1838, All civil fiying then ceasad

A gradual resumption of fiying by the airings for
the Govermment under the umbrella of National
Air Cormmmurications followed, whie on May 4, 1540,
the Associated Alnways Joint Committes (AAJC)
was formed out of an agreement between the
Secratary of State for Air and seven alrlines that
would enable essential communications 1o
continua, through the mairtenance of scheduled
senices uselul to the war effort and operated in

At Hendon No 24 Squadron received 24 civil
[H 8Os, while warime production of DH.898
Dominies al Hatfield and Loughborough as
navigation trainers ard communcatians aircraft,
saw the production totals reach some 727
examples between 1834 and 1646, with many
Dominies civilianised postwar as DH BBAs for
a worldwide market, hungry to fuffil charter, ¢lub
and airline rolas with the biplane thal had
proved itself both dependable and sturdy,
during the formative years ol UK airline
development
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Dornier Discovery

Thea naws pages of the March
ssue mentionad the discovery of a
Diormier Do-217 in Middlesborough.
Sven Grunzig adds this to the
story. “According to Mr Ut Balke's
chronicle of KG.2 and my awn
archive, the Do-217 wnr.5314 was
an E-2 but corvened o E-4 standard,
According to the unit code, tha
aircraft was part of the Bth Staftel
On January 14, 1842, the 11l Gruppe
of KG2 and parts ot || Gruppe of
KG40 were ordered to attack a
corvoy near Middlesborough, Due
to low cloud and bad visibility,
U5+HS found na larget and came
over land. At 1730 hours they sernt
a shorl (and last) radic message.
About 18,10 hours they struck &
balloon cable at 1,300 metres and
crashed. All the crew were Killed -
piot FW Joachim Lehnis, chsarver
Lt Rudolf Matemn, radic operator
Utz Hans Maneke and meachanic
gunner Otw Heirch Richtar.”

Aviation
Conneclion
Updates

The Awiation Connections booklet
that was issued with the May 15508
has, as anticipated, brought farth
a number of corrections and
additions — delalled below.
Howewer, we know that thare misst
b ofher organisations oot there that
wiolld like to be included in this
ligting ... let us know who you are!

1 Fighter Sqn and 248 (Gold
Coast) Sqn: Hon Sec, Sgn Ldr [
P F MeCaig, 99 Heathermount
Drive, Crowthome, Barks, RG45
EHJ, Post coda change only

2 Fuel Transport Co, RAF
Shallufa, Egypl: Enquines 1o
John Edwards, 1 King Street,
Twylord, Metton Mowbray, Laics,
LE14 HR

XV Sgn Assn: Hon Sec, Wg
Cdr Graham Bowerman, 34
Peronne Road, Hilsea, Portsmouth,
P03 5L0.

25 (F) Sgn Asan: Hon Sec. Wo
Cdr 5 J Howard, 101 Bradenham
Beechas, Waltars Ash, High

Svrvivors vpdates

Forming pa

correct? (Paul Marsh)

rt of the gate un at Shaw AFB, South Carolina, is t
26470. It would appear to be a real Thunderbolt and not a replica, but Iis the serial carried

his P-470 marked as I-E

Considerable teedback from you, our readers, together with further resaarch has uncovered a number
of additions and amendments to some of the survivors detalls that we have published in recent issuas o
FiyPast, However, you have also supplied information that ralses more questions aboul certain alrcraft
— 8o, in the interests of research, if anyone else has something valuable to add please conlact us.

C-1338 59-0531/MN2276V
P-47D "42-26470'
B-17G  44-BEB13/NGESIC

Starad Tuceon Intemational Airport, Arizona (FlyPast June 1887, p34)
Gate Guard Shaw AFB, South Carolina (FlyFPast April 1998, p48)
Fuselage only al Kissimmee, Florida, in March 1996 to be used in the rebisid

of Tom Reilly's 44-85734/N5111N {FlyPast May 19598, pe0)

C-123J MO9S (ex-N123)

C-123K 54-0650/M2129J

Transportation Museum of Alaska, Wasilla Airport (FlyPast May 1598,
pi26)
Starad Pima Air & Space Museum, Arizona (FiyPast May 1898, p26)

Most problematical of the above Is the P-47 Thunderbolt at Shaw Air Force Basa. Il may be waaring a
false senal and could possibly be a replica, although from the photographic evidence il certainly appears
to be a real aircrafl, The C-123 in Alaska was purpasafully omitted from the survivors fist, since this was
widely thought to be 55-4548 which is presenved in Thalland. Howevaer, it transpires thal the Provider was
suppled as new tothe FAA in May 1957 as N123 and served with it until retirermeant in 1983. The reflarence
1o C-123K 55-4505 can be deleted from the list as this is corectly detaled as a C-123B.

Muvstangs

Turning 1o the Mustang Special, published last November a few amendments and additions to the
production details on paga 60 are detailed below:

Model MNA design
P-51D-15NA 109
P-61K-15NT 111
P-51D-25NA, 122
P-510D-30NT 124

Serial numbers Cin Quantity
44-15253/15752 108-35536/36053 S0
44-12753/12852 111-36036/368135 10D
44-T2627/73I626 122 38086/40085 1000
45-11343/11742 124-4B086/48495 400

It shoukd be noted that there |s some debate regarding the comrect designation given to the batch 45-113431 1742,
since some sources suggest this was two batches of 200 aircralt, with 45-1 1343/11542 being P-510-25NT
and not -30NT, A lot of cormespondence has also been generated conceming the ainworthy Mustang population,
in particular P-510 45-11533/NL51VF, The photograph accompanying the entry on page 48/49 shows this
awrcraft wearing 'false’ marking of 44-72834 which is axplainad in the caption, It would be impossible t0 answer
all the queries raised on the airworthy Mustangs subject — suffice it fo say that simply refarring to certain
publications is not always gospel, since thay may now be two years out of date

Wycombe, Bucks, HP4 XN,

29 Sqn Assn: D M Holiday
Orchard End, Two Dells Lane,
Ashley Green, Chesham, Bucks,
HPS 3RE

45 (R) Sgn: /o Adjutant, 45(R}
Sqn. RAF College, Cranwall,
Sleaford, Lincs, NG34 BHB.

48 Sqn Assn: A Hartley, 19
Staverton Close, Moun! Nod,
Coveniry, CWE TLF

51 MT Co, RAF El-Hambra,
Egypt: Telephone enguiries 1o
Maurice Townsend on: 01788
a7¥e130

57 Sgn Assn: R Hudson, |
Haather Closa, Eficomibe Maadow,
Minehaad, Somersetl, TA24 6LL

58 Entry Royal Air Force Halton
Aircraft Apprentices: Chaiman,
David E Alesandar, 'Cuperting,
16 Mill Road, Hartiord, Hurtindgdon,

PE18 7Y

60 Sqn Assn: DB G Downey,
50 Abbotis Ann, Andover, Hanis,
SP11 786G,

76 Sqn Assn: H W Kirtland
DFC, 125 Fasfiekd Avenue, Kirk Ella,
East Yorkshire, HU0 7LW, (Note:
this is the main 76 Sqn Assn)

76 Sqn & 44 Base RADAR
Assn: Hon Sec, Frank Robers. 11
Fernham Hoad, Faringdon,

FlyPast July



-squadron,

Tank Buszsters aof Tunis?

R D Cooling sant in this
fagcinating note: “The Hem Tank
Buster Restoration' (March page
19} stirred memeory of a
photograph taken 55 years ago,
at El Acuina airfield on June &,
1543, | had taken Wellington
HZ402 fram Kairouan Waost, from
whance No.142 Squadron was
oparating, 10 Blida for a major
inspection, Unhappily the aircraft
we should have collected to
raturn was not yet ready so the
four of us — navigator, wiraless
operator, rear gunner and mysef
- had to hitch-hike back to our
Luckily a torpedo
Wellington was bound for Protvilie
{Bizerta) the next day and then
it was thumbing lifts. completa
with flying kit and parachute
pack, southwards,

"El Aouina was the obwvious

first stage in the hope of finding
anather airerall to take us home.
The Americans operated courier
clrauits with B-25 Mitchalls and
P-38 Lightnings batween Genaral
Jimmy Doolittie's HQO at
Constantineg and the lorward
bases, but we wore out of luck.

‘Howevar, the enforced
slopover did allow soma
exploration of the Luftwaffe
graveyard and photo
opportunitias, ona of which
included the wreck of a Henschel
HS 129, Is it too much of a
coincidence to suggest thal this
is the Australian rebuwld? |1t was
the only one we saw: the resl
weare Ju 525, Ma 323s, B 1095,
a Macchi 202 and what looked
like an Fw 190. We got back to
base the following day riding
with a forry load of incandiaries!”

Left: Wrackage at El Aouina airfield included Me 3235 as well
as the Henschel 1129. By the standards of 1943 this was a

huge aircraft, as is shown

by the scale of the Wellington pilot

“Tiny' Cooling ex 142 Squadron, himself 6t 7in tall.

The picture of an Hs 129 Tank Buster in the March issue prompted a one-time

Wellington pilot to turn up a photo taken at El Aouina airfield in June 1943,

Could this be the same aircraft?

Oitordshire, SNT TJY

B0 Sqn Assn: Chnstopher Barile,
12a Church Hill, Bromham, Wilts,
SN152J0

B9 5gn Assn: B H Cook, 23
Waterloo Lang, Skellingthorpe,
Lincs, LNE 554,

120 5gn Assn: C/o 120 Sgn, RAF
Kinless, nr Forres, Moray, V36
JLIH,

141 Sgn Assn: D F Aris, 81
Richmond Hill Cowurt, Richmond,
Surray, TWI10 6BG.

160 Sgn Assn: E H Daines, 45
Randoll Boad, Marnwich, MR1 2RU

201 Sgn Asan: Secratary, San
Ler Jdohn Gibbons [Refd), 'Cragend’
Dallas, Morayshira, V36 DRP

435-436 (Burma) Sgns Assn;
Box 403, Station B, Etobicoke
Ortano, Canada, M3 5L4

500 (County of Kent) Sgn Assn;
Mo contact available

518 Sgn Assn: Peter Backliff, B
Thomas Drive, Newport Pagnell
Himcks, MEAE BTH
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Airfield Research Group (ARG):
socretary, lan Reid, 104 Peaks
Lane, Mew Waltham, Grimsby, NE
Lincs, DM36 ALY

Arnold Scheme Register, RAF
Pilot Training USA 1941-43; F
Morman Batle MBE, 51 Henley
Road, Leicester, LE3 2R,

Arnoid Scheme Stearman Assn.
Faunder, Ron Gould, 68 Eastwood
Hoad, Leigh-on-Sea, Essax, 558
3AH,

British Aerobatic Assn (BAeA):
Membarship Secrefary, Jen
Burkentam. | ynhill, 118 Fembank
Road, Ascol, Berks, SL5 BJT.

British Awviation Preservation
Council (BAPC): Secrafary, Nick
Forder, oo Mugeumn of Science &
Industry, Liverpool Road, Castlefieid,
Manchestar, M3 AFP, Tal 0161 832
2244, Fax: 0161 834 5136, E-mail:
curatorial @ mussci. u-net.com

British Aviation Research Group:
hembarship Secretary, BMr P Hewins
‘Aorangi’, Beech Hoad, Tokers

Graan, Reading, RG4 9EM.

Chipmunk Club: Ralph Steiner,
4 Calman Courl, Gordon Avanue,
Slanmore, Middx, HAT 30F

Martlesham Heath Aviation
Society: Chairman. Martin Cooke,
313 High Street, Walton, Felixsiowe,
Suffolk, IF11 B0L.

HAF Swinderby 201 AFS Assn:
Tany Palmer, 31 The Drive, Oakley,
Hampshire, RG23 TBA.

Rossendale Aviation Society:
Alan Buxton, 4 Searnass Hoad,
riddleton, 24 440

Royal Air Force Historical Society:
Secretary, Wo Cdr C G Jefford,
‘Walnuts', Lower Road, Postcombe,
Tharme, Oxon, OX5 70U

Short Bros Commemoration
Society: Secrefary, Mrs Ireneg
Richards, 2 51 Pater Streel,
Rochester, Kent, ME1 2DE.

Collings Foundation: The River
Hill Farmm, Stow, MA 01775, LUSA,

F-4 Phantom |l Society: PO
Box 300174, San Diego, CA 92190-

0174, USA,

hittp s Mphantom, org

F-4 Phantom Il Society: Evonts
Co-ordinator, Steve Eisner, PO
Box 8335, Van Muys, CA B1408-
8335, USA. E-mail: gibd & aol.com

307th Bomb Group, comprising
370, 371, 372 & 424; Cio Secratary,
Cena Marsh, 262 Eas! Valley View
Dirwe, Praston, Idaho 83263, USA,

345th Bomb Group, comprising:
458, 499, 500 & 501! GEIDl'gEI
Mordecai, 14 Frednck Street, North
Brantford. CT 06471, USA

436th Troop Carrier Group: Ma|
Gen Harold N Read, 17 Befion
Drive, Bamington, Rl 02806, LISA.
E-mail halread @ unidial .com

479th Fighter Group: Edward A
Kueppers Jr, PO Box 7215, 51
Faul, MN B&E10T, LISA,

Hong Kong Historical Aircraft
Asan: Chtf Dunnaway, Hat 4, 251h
Floor, Tower 4, B Tsing Yung Streat,
Tuen BMun, New Terrtornes, Hong
E.ong



Unusual formations are part
of the norm at the Flying
Legends airshow as
illustrated here by the
combination of The Fighter
Collections B-25 and three
Spitfires at last years event,
what delights will be on offer
for 19987

{FP - Steve Fletcher)

ULY 1S CRAMMED to tha
J gills with displays and events

to cater for every asronautical
tagte, from the light and genaoral
aviation-biased Popular Flying
Agsociation's Intemational Al Rally
at Cranfield Airfield (3/5), which
should include the Constellabion
Group's C-121 N484TW, 1o the
wealth of modam miditary hardware
which gathers every year al RAF
Fairford for the Royal International
Air Taltoo (25/28), The 'season’s’
top wartird show takes place on July
4% at Duxford. The Flying Legands
Airshow al Duxford has itsell
become a legend in the annals of
displays devoted to the aircraft of
World War Twa, Thig year's show
shcaldd feature all the favournbes, plus
some surprises {like the Amancan-
based Constaliation for examplal)
And, of coursa, FlyRPast Club
mambers have the added beneli
of aur enclosure from which 1o
enjoy e show (see Club page ol
this issua for further detais)

If you would like samething vary
different from Flying Legends or
avan the PFA Rally to try out over
tha weekaend ot July 4/5 then
Bembrdge on the wonderul Isle of
Wight Is the place to go. The
Royal Asro Club will be staging
the Airborne Trophy on the 4th
and tha Schneider Trophy on the
Stk Orvar 20 gircraft of all shapes
and slzas are expected 10 compete
far both events, Also laking place
in this crowded air race weekend
will ba a Formula Qna ‘miagat
racer event each day. The public
are very welcoma 1o the event,
with FlyFPast and Sonic comtuning
to prowde full commantary on both
days, Call Byde Tounsm (on G1563
5628085) for more details

Two cangellations should be
noted at this stage. The HAF

72

Coningsby Photocall on July B has
been cancelled (as raported in
FiyPast last month), as has the
Phota Call scheduled at RAF
Leaming for Awgust 17; furthemon,
tha East Coast Ar Fele, at North
Coates Airfiald on duly 18/19 has
also 'bitten the dust’, proving yet
again that the airshow world is a
fluctuating onal

Two of the largest Royal Mavy-
oranised airshows tako place in Juby,
HAMNAS Culdrosa in Carmwall on July
15 and ANAS Yeavilton in Somearsot
on July 18, and it's particularly
pleasing 10 so0 the atter e-appeanng
in the display schedules after its
anforced absence last year,

Far those more interested in the
lighter side of aviation, there s the
third of the Shuttleworth Collection's
Sunsel Displays on July 18 and a
parden party-style aimosphere will
pravail at the Festival of tha Air
g8, held at White Waltham Airfiald
an July 1812

The orgarmnisars of the Classic
Jet & Fighter Display, to be held al
Cranfiald Airfield on August 16,
have informed FlyPast ol a changa
of copfact ielephong numbear. The
digits 1o dial for more infermation
on this particular event are 01234
750646, Maore information on this
naw airshaw for 1998 will be
featurad in the Airshow pages of
next month's FiyPast  Anothear
notification of & teleaphone number
change has come from the
organisers of the Rougham Air
Display 98, due to take place on
August 23, The new number to dial
is (01359 271471

For the most up-to-date
information, tune in to the FlyPast
airshow hot-line on 0660 662288
(calls will not exceed 5 minutes
al 50p per minute),

The PFA International Air Rally (J

uly 3/5) attracts aircraft ranging

from wartime classics like the Stearman to aerobatic machines
like the Pitts. (FP - Robert Rudhall)

JULY - UK

3-5: PEA Intarmational Air Hally,
Cranfield, Beds (1273 461616}

4-5: Flying Legands 58, WM
Duxford Aidield, Cambs, (01222
HA5000)

4-5: Southampion Ballcon &

Fiowar Festwal, Hants, (017046
B32755)

4-5: Woodspring Wings '98,
Yation Somersat. (01275 343641)

4=5: Thia Midame Trophny (@) The
Schnaider Trophy (5th) A Raca, Isle
ol While,

5 Shuttieworth Surmmes Asrshow,

FiyPast July




2ld Warden, Bads: (DBED1 323310
ar DITET G262268)

B: RAF Coningsby Photo-Call,
Lincs. {01526 342581 CANCELLED

11: Wes! London PFA Strut Fly-
n, Brooklands Museurn, Surray
(01232 857381

11-12: Wings & Wheais Model
spectacular, Morth Weald, Essex
(01684 HE203E ar D835 2B7168)

11-12: Glider Aprchatic Expananca
Dipan Day 2, Lasharn Airfield, Harts,
(01344 891721)

11-12: Aeronca Club Fly=in,
Fenfand Asrfield, Lincs, (01752
QLG

12: Wirral Bhow 19938, Lancs.
(01571 2007788)

12: de Hawvilland & Eiplane I-Ig,'-
i, Popham Alrfield, Harts. (01256
307733

15: International Air Day, RNAS
Culdresa, Comwall, (01326 552461)

18: International Air Cay, BNAS

Yeovilion, Somarsel (01955 4568751

v 1k ok o b
o 4 ol . Pl ! Pt

i ey 1S

i s - AN L
L T v | [ g~ e ST
U R L R

18 Shutflesworth Sunset 3 Display
CHd Warden, Beds, (GBS 323310
or D1 7ET B2E228)

18-19%: East Coast Ar Fete, North

Coales, Lincs, [M525 714B14)
CANCELLED
18-19: Festival of the Air "98

Wihitle Wallhaem Aifiek], Madenbead,
Berks. (01628 823272
18-19:; Festival of Fliokt, Musaum

FiyPast July

of Flight, East Forune Airfield, East
Lothian, Scotland, (0131 225 3317)

18-19: McaAulley & Nawbold
Aprobatic Trophies, Fenland Airfiald
Spald ng, Lings, (01344 BR1721)}

18-19: City Livery Challenge
Trophy, Air Bace Welshpool

192 July Fly-in, Compton Abbas
Croeset, (1747 811767

25-26: Hoval Intemational Air

WANAKA 985 - NEW ZEALAND

The 19598 Wanaka Alrshow held from April 10-12 was dominated
by the appearance of five Polikarpov I-16 Ratas, four of which
can be seen in the above photograph, which have injected both
a new sight and sound to the airshow scene. Many other
warbirds provided thrilling displays, none more so than Ray
Hannah in the P-40E pictured below who put on one of his
characteristically low performances. The August issue of
FlyPast will include a photo-feature on the New Zealand event.
{Both Craig Justo)

Taitoo 9B, BAF Fairford, Glos.,
(BB 122009}

25-26: Mid-surmmes Fiy-in (hangar
ash Sat night), Breighion Airfield
M, Yorks, (01757 2890685 or 01 {882
BO0E13)

26: Summer Fhe-in, The Sousdnon,
Morth Weald, Essex. {01532 524510}

30; Sea Front Alr Display,
Lowestoft, Suffolk, (01502 562111

J1-Aug 2: Hh Weston Super
Helidays, Weston-supar-Mare
Samersal, (01934 635227

4: Roval Matherlands &ir Force
Open Day, Lapuwarden, Tha
Methariands

4-5: Intermabonal Airshow
Koksijde, Belgium,

5: Festival de Vollige Aenenne
Lue sur Mer, France

5: Fundacion Infanie de Orfeans
Fiying Dray, Cuatro Vientos, Madrid,
Spain,

13: RAF Laarbruch, Germany

18: Infemational Airshow, Mont
de Marsan, France,

18-19: Flight Days ‘38, Raron,
Switrerland,

23-26: 51s1 BSA Intemational
Rally, Epinal-Mancourd, France

JULY - EUROPE

1-8: Galendzhik Hyroaviation
Show, Moscow, Russia,

73 h



NORTH WEALD 98

INTREPID AVIATION HAL quite
an act o follow when they decidad
b crganse a replacermant display tor
the long estatlished Fighter Meet, But
their first atempt on Suncday May 10
can only be consadered a rescunding
success. Helping their forfunes Was
gome fine sunny weather, albei
with a brisk Morth-aastady wind, 2
good tumout by the general public
and some real gems amongst the
assembled aircraft,

Withceut a shadow of a doubt the
star attraction was thae Berlin Airiift
Histarical Foundation's C-54E
Skymaster NSOOEJ (e/n 27370)
which had just compleied i1s
transatiantic fight from Floyd Bennet
Field in Brooklyn, Mew York, with

4" 1

Pride of place at North Weald 98 went to the C-54 Spirit of

Freedom and its crew. Seen signing copies of his book is 77
year-old ‘candy bomber’ Gall Halvarsen {nearest the camera)
whao, together with the other veterans and crew members, is
accompanying the historic aircraft on its European tour. (FP -

Duncan Cubitt)

Morth Weald baing its first alrshow
al the stant of a busy European
Schedule. The aircraft was parked
at the and of the cross runway thus
allowing steps to be ereclad al the
rear cargo doors to allow pulblic
access. For a small fes of £2 11
wis possible 1o go aboand and view
the superbly linished interor and
talk o rmambars of the crew. Signing
books outside the C-54 was the
famous Berlin Airlift pilot Gail
Halyarsen, battar known as the
‘candy bomber' tor his exploits
dropping candy for tha children on
the approach to Berlin Ternplhot
Aurpor 50 yvears agoe, To add to
the nostalgla a number of fustorical
yvehicle owners proviged jgeps 1o
transport the crew arcund the arhald
durnng thedir stay, |n all some HU
milltary vehicles weare assambled
ardd these proved a popular atiraction

T4

for the assembled crowd, particulary
as closo inspection was possible

The fying display was opanad in
noisy fashion by a 20 (R} Squadron
Harrier GR.7 from RAF Wittering,
witich apart from Bulidog and Tucano
training aircraft was the anly modam
RAF participant at the show, The
ramainder of the fiying programme
was primarnhy dominated by vanous
warbirds but a faw unusual quests
were also in store. Making some low
and not too slow passes was i
Fakkar 100 from the Dutch airtine
KLM while a BAe 146 from Titan
Airways, resplendant in its new
colour schema, landed and parked
at the south gastern end of the
U AY.

& pleasant and rare display oy a
Bucker Jungmann was coencluded
with a quite astounding stow speed
larding that even a Hamer wourd have

Getting airborne for s first
UK display is the T-28 Fennec
of Radial Revelations in the
capable hands of John
Romain. (FP - Duncan Cubitt)

thig issua), MNorth Weald continuad
its tradition of presenting a large
number of warbirds which incluged
armani their numbers the Blenhaim,
Lysander, four Spithres and &
Mustang. Jersey based Hadial
Resvelations showed off their recantly
acquired T-28 Fennec for the first time,
resplendant in s French Algiers
colour scheme and markings. The
aircraft is operated on their behall by
Prop Shop Lid based at Duxlcrd
and was flewr by John Romain of the
Aircraft Restoration Company. The
Fighter Collection's Douglas Shyraicker
put on a particulary powerful display
by its awner Staphen Gray and as
an example of how a warbard should
be displayad it was a near textbook
demanstralson

Award for the best warbird display at North Weald must surely
go to Stephen Grey who really turned it on in The Fighter
Callections Douglas Skyraider - seen here ina more sedate pose
in the warbird park. (FP - Duncan Cubitt)

been proud of. The Battle of Bntam
mMemorial Flight made thear first ull
appearance of the 1988 season
with the Hurncane, Lancaster and
Spfire lia. the latier looking very smar
in its new 277 Search and Hescue
Squadron colours (see page 62 of

Prowicirg the drama and exciement
was nol st down o the oidar warksrds
bl akso to anather act making its LK
display debut. The Sinkemastar
D, pikted by Tom Moloney and Bob
Thampson, pul on an exhilarating
routing thalt was notably more

FlyFast July



aogressne than the one the pilots Lsad
to parform in & par of Jel Provosts as
the Transalr Dugo. To liven up
proceadings they padormed their
display ina "Vietnam scenarky’ which
nchated smutated fak and numernous
expinsions. the Mapalm run was bo say
the least spectacular! Unfodunately
plans o add authentic national
markings to bath thase formar
Botswana Defence Forco alrcraf
have bean thwared, though one
does wear tha Botswana camouflage
the other arcraft could not be markiod
upas a Kenyan example as plannaed
and so mstead |t appears this yaar in
the colours of the Boyal New Zealand
Air Force.

Closing the show was the G-54
which made a couple of sadate
passes in the capable hands of pilol
Timothy Chopp, President of the
Barin Airlift Histoncal Foundation,
before completing an impressive
nose-high tactical landing befora
Ihe appraciative crowd,

It wiwakd met be fair on the organsers
totry and compare this show with past
evenis held at tha same venue,
Inaugh tor many people # was sean
as a 'ona day Fighter Meel', The
layout of the airfiedd and the types of
aircraft available obviously foster
famifiarity and although there were
na significant collections of static
aircraft | the fiying programme was
varied and ran smoothly and thera
wiare encugh ground ‘attractions” of
othar types. Should the event
become a reguiar one on the airshow
calendar, as we hope it will, it can only
graw. thus ensuring Morth East
London & shce of the airshow action,
In all, eongratulations o the team for
abiy filling what would have othersse
have been a significant hole in tha
alrshow calendar,

DUE TO THE Spring Alr Display an

SHUTTLEWORTH
SUNSET

May 3 having to be cancelied at short
notice (information cn this canceliation
was camriad on FlyPast's Aviation
Event Hotline) due o a waterlogped
alrfield, the Sunset | Display on the
evening of Saturday May 16 was
the first of thi regular air events o take
place at Oid Warden Aarcdrome this
yaar, reparts Robert Rudhall. A fine
aftemoon and evening brought out a
nood arowd, vitually all of whom
seamed 1o parase in plercs alongsde
thesir cars, prior 1o the fiying display.

Sady the wind did not abate enough
to allow the Collection’s earliest
aircraft to take 1o the air, but a good
sakecton al the more hardier types few
much 1o the enjoyrment of the audiencel
Kicking off the avening proper was
Gordon McClymont who flew the
based Gloster Gladator in ope of
the mist lyrical display routines seen
from this aircraft for many years, the
gilver Norweagan Arr Force colour
scheme contrasting weall with the

dlesep blse sky. Recantly refurbishad

Gordon MeClymont flies Gloster Gladiator G-AMRBK ‘round the

corner’” al Old Warden. (FP - Robert Rudhall}

Avro duo. 504K and Tutor represented two generations of Avro
trainers. (FP - Robert Rudhall)

Lee Proudioot put on a superb display in Westland ya-ander

V9545’ (G-BCWL). (FP - Robert Rudhall)
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Pitts Spacial G-BIRD was put through
its paces by Denny Dobson, and
this diminutive biplana was followsd
by a stunning perfosmance by Lee
Praudfoot in the Aircraft Restoration
Company (ARCO-operated Westand
Lysander V9545, Shuttleworih’s
ommn 'Lizzie is fll underpoing woek over
at Dusdord price fo 8 moving 1o its new
home, 5ot was good 1o sae ARCo
stap in and il the siol’, Lee, son of
e much missed 'Hoaof Proudfoot, is
abviously much at home in the
Lysander, as his steep take off and
sprightly display in the warime 'secrat
agent-dropping’ aircrall showed!
Fallawing the Lysander was one of
the Dest 'crazy fying' damonstrations
this writar has seen for many years,
as Dennis Neville 'sturted’ DH Tiger
Moth G-AGPK around the circuit at
Old Warden. Aided and abefted by
commentator David Lee (who abhy set
e scane for the novice pilot 10 take
ihe Tiger alaft without an instrector),
GPK carsered its way among tha
tees, locking ke it was going to

come to grief at any tima! Howawver,
it was the skill of the pilct, who parted
this pictune of comedy” 5o daftly at Old
Warden that evening, which was
awarded with & hearty round of
applaussa,

Wartime mamaries wera well and
fruhy envckind by Mark Hanna, fiying e
Oicd Flying Machine Company's Spiffire
X MHA34 (G-ASV), It must be very
difficult dsglaying a high perormancs
fightar like the Spitfire at a small
airfiald like Ol Warden, but Mark
showad the Spitfire off weall with a
saries of agrobatic manoewyvres and
low passes, betore daparting back to
Crusford.

The unigque pairing of iwo
nenerations of Avra training amcraft
(504K & Tulor] was one of those
sights which can only be seen at
Shuttlaworth's, as was tha two
sporting aircraft in the shape of
the Pamall EIf G-AAIN and Miles
Hawk Speed Six G-ADGP, both
types providing welcome contrasts
in sight and sound! Bristol F.2b0
Fighter DBOSE, one of the
Collection's parannial parfarmears,
was followed by Hawkar Hind
KE414, s Rolls Royee Kestrel
engine barking ils staccato note
as the sun slowly set behind the
treas. Bocause the oldar alrcraft
wera praveanted from flving due to
the brisk wind, a 'consolation’ of a
taxl damonstration by tha Bristol
Boxkite and an engine run from
the 'new’ Bristol MIC monoplane
was Bn added bonus,

Shuttleworth's Chist Pilot, Andy
Saphton, treated the crowd fo one
more routing from the Gladiator,
telore it was time to pack up the
plenics and set off on the joumesy
home in the fading light.
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£2400 worth

of IAT tickets to be won

In conjunction with the Royal International Air Tattoo (RIAT) we are able to

bring you this superb opportunity to win a pair of tickets to the 1998 show
(we have 50 pairs to give away*)

b attend for modem military

enthusiasis, and in recent years
there has been a growing number of
warbiirds on display - this year will
se@ the largest warbird selection yet
as RIAT 2B {to be held at Fairterd on
July 2R2E) has as one of 18 majos
themes the RAF's BOth Anniversary.
Ihe linale of this year's show will last
B0 minutas and will ba opanad by a
Ticyer Koth formation fiving a figure 'B0°.
he hestony of the RAF will then wnfokd
with historic and modam aircraf
perdorming "stacked tivpasis,

Crber thames Tor the show include
"By e Sky' uncer Skywatch S8 ardd
this will no doubl produce a few real
gams for the anthusiast.  Another
anniversany baing marked this year is
the 50t anniversary of the Berlin

HIAT has always bean THE show

Adrlidt which will faature a number of airerall - including a demonstration of the
) zecond' take-off and landirg stream that was used dunng the Airdifl fo ensure
the maximum fiow of aircratt to and from the beleaguered city, A frea two hour
concant follows the thying display - 50 no nead 1o rush off inta the raffic.

'With its hundreds of aircraft and hundreds of sales and display stands, HIAT
is the ultimate alrshow experience - so enter now for your chance to
expenencea this with a pair of FREE tickets [saving yoursall £48 on tha gate
price!)

Simply answer the question below and send your answer, along with the
clip coupon from this page) i IAT Competition (FiFast), PO Box 100, Stamiond,
Lincs, PES 1X0Q), Closing date Jul 20, 1988,
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A nurmber of Club memibers have asked foe clanficanon of the Club
enclosure seheduled for the Flymg Legends display at Duxford. The

x“?

enclosure will be in the usual place - §e, on the crowa line i frong of the
Arerican Air Muscum and wall feature the ususl facilities of chairs (in limited
supply b, toilets, free teweoffeesaquash: plus o number of special offers being
provhded by our murketing department,. Enrry e e enclosure will be on
production of the address libel that comes with yvour magarme every month
the Aupust issve, Club members can bring therr wives/ehildren abong but ure
expecting a Tairly large wm-out and so “tnends and neighbours” are unlikely
o et past the door! The aditonal team will be at Duxford on both diys and
we look forward 1© meeting a great muny of you at the enclosure,

Lfordeshire . (vicetion HNerditage P Ceteered,
Yetobler 1O-18
The hotels in York fsell are proving somewhat pnicey but we have
managed o negotiate o reasonable rate at the Jarvis Wetherby hotel (on
the Al ot Wetherby and within approx 30 minutes drive of Elvington)

It has been decided 1o delay the Aviation Heritage Symposium e nex
vedr 1o take place during National Avistion Hentage Week (April 23
s,
the E[I:'!'l._-_:;-:i_!__'ll_l_nl POETITHIN for the ||.l.'|'il'.|_|.‘l.' Weekend looks ke this:

May 43 und turther detals of this wall be published [ager this year

Friday afternoon - The Real Aeroplane Co, Breighton, Possible eveming
lecture at hotel

Salurday - All day i the Yorkshire Adr Museoam, inciodes twio leciures,
Sunday - Possible moming lecture. Airfieh] war of Thelthorpe,

Cost would inclade dinnerbedbreakfast rom Frday evening (o Sunday
marning, plus musenm entry fees and lectures. Full detnls will be

included in the Auguost issue, so please do not send bookings in yet:

Petwood 111 ook place on Apal 10-12 and was a preal success. By
popular demand we have already booked the dates for Petwood TV
This will take place on March 2728, 1999 and although the format has
not vet been firmed up, it will pretty much follow that of Petwood 11
with a visit o the BEMF ot Comingshy on Friday, Bast kirkby s
Laneaster and Methenngham Visitor Centre on Saturday, and o tour of
Woodhall Spa bomb dump on Sunday imormng, followed by Thorpe Camp
in the aflernswon iltu_-.. ol cowrse, i series of lectores and the exeellent fonsd
andl accommodation of the Petwood House. A more detnled programme,
andl prices, will be included with Newsletter No T {August FlyPust).

Plesise note - in order o ke part in Club events OR purchase Club
hookdvideo offers you have o be a member of the FlyPast Club® 5a, when
replying toany Club dest please quete your membership number tLe. your

subscnber number as shown on the noddress label with your magazine )

i Event details and facilities are subject (o amendment throngh weather or other operational requirements),

i
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The August issue of FlvPast includes;

) Oscars and 262s - the fighter production

lines at the Texas Airplane Factory.
f :

) Airfields of Cambridgeshire.
() Skifire - testing the Seafire with skis.

O Broussard - muldti-role utility aireraft, and

now a popular warbird.

) Tempest - the last piston-engined Hawker

mastermece.

) Cockpit collecting - If vou can't save the

whole aircraft then save the cockpit!

) Bomber Command's War - the major

furning paints

) Plus - comprehensive news reports from

arovnd the world.

{eemfents ay be seehyect o clianige )

The August issue of FlyPast is on sale July 1

FiyPast July



WRECKS & RELICS (16th edition) by Ken Ellis

Wirecks ond Relics is 0 national institution. Each edition is eagerly awaited and snapped up by
enthusiasts, historions, owners and operators of histaric oircraft and curotars of aviation
wollections as the most irusted ond hard-working of references.

The baok takes the reeder an o county-by-county and province-by-provinee journey through
the fastinating woeld of musewms, militory stores ond dumps, “geriatric” oirliners awoiting
the oxe, restoration warkshops, technical schools, tregsures in goroges and barns and much
mare. Within the wealth of information supplied con be found commentary, items to roise
the eyebeow and myriad “1 never knew that”, exprassions]

Fully revised ond updoted, the 16th edition hos on arroy of oppendices ond cross-
referencing. The photogrophic section is full of aut-of-the-woy subjects and ms
eomprehensive as ever.

Approx. 200 b/w phatos, 336 puges, HB. £18.935
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AVIATION MUSEUMS OF BRITAIN
(2nd edition) by Ken Ellis

Aviation Museums of Britain hos estoblished self 0s o volued on-the-spot quide 1o the nation's
ovigtion museums, Moch thought wos given to making the guide reolly work hard for its
render with particular oftention being poid to what fodlities ore avoilobie ond what else con
bie seen of non-aviotion interest in the aren - vitol informefion for family outings.

Here is the onswer 1o the questions that mos! people need fa know before setiing out. When
is it apen? Which anes e open off-senson? |s there o cafe? Is there somewhere for the
youngsters to pley? Is there o shop 1o browse around? This book answers oll of these
questions ond mare while providing an easy-to-rend review of aircraft exhibits together
with o breakdown of other displays, features and themes within Britain’s B0 aviation
FUSEUMS.

\.ﬂpprn.:. 60 b/w photos, 128 poges, 56. £6.95

REVISED
EDITION

‘THE WAITING IS OVER!

or

-

Ordering is quick ond easy.
Simply telephone your order

subsikeymogs.demon.co.uk

LK eusteamers POST FREE.
Overseas please add £2.00

Payment accepted by Cheque
Publishing Lrd.), Postal Order,
International Money Crder,

All credit cards ore debiled

Please indicate registered
name and address of credit
card halder if different to

How to Order

diraect on
Tel: 44 (0) 1780 480404
Fax: 44 (0} 1780 57812
send o written uest faz-
The Mail Order Dept.,
PO Box 300, Stamford,
Lincs., PET THA.
United Kingdom.

E-Mail;

Post & Packing Charges:

per bool.
Methods of Payment

(made payable to Key

Sterling Bank Droft,

Giro {otcount number
147556 or by credit card

[Mostercard, Eurocard

ol Sterling rate.

the delivery address.

i/

Never miss a

Treat yourself or a frend 1o a gift that will be remembered for months and months.,. a subscription to FlyPast. Whean you lake oul
a subscnption, each and every month your personal copy of FlyPast will be dispatched from our printers, delivered to vour door
and we'll pay the postage®. In addition throughout the duration of your subscription the price you have paid is fixed. That way you
will be unaffected by any increases in the cover price or postage and you're guaranteed never to miss an issue,

Free Membership

In addition, as a subscriber yvou'll bacome an automatic
member of the FiyPast Club. This excluswe club was
launched 1o offer its member fantastic benefits and
spacial privileges. Take a look atf the club page and sea
Just a sample of what you're missing out on

USA & Canada

Meadars 1n USA & Canada may be place
subscrptions by fefephoning fol-free S00-688-6247
or by wriling to FlyPas!, Key Publishing Lid, PO
Box 100 Avenal, NJ 87007,

Fofviaxr Soaleveriprefon

Please star the subscription with the PLEASE PRINT |

' ]
i S 1 year 2 year | .
Fulr. A £ ] i
I Wagazine Delivery Andress | UK £35 40 E45 80 i
I Name: | EUROPE £41.40 £77 8] )
I Adciress (FET EL0 A0 1597 o E74 70 imd a3 :
: CANADA | (€43 60 RE2 20 !
: ZOME 1 £4% RO E£74 60 :
I Post town: ZOME 2 5220 £99.40 i
o Pt e SURFACE  §4] 40 £77 80 !
I Zone T. Mast of he word excep! Far Eas! | :
: ) Jone 2 Far East Ausiralia, Mew Jealand |1
: :'aaspﬂ=l:| y ".1.1-=|n'rﬂ. Eurgcard, viaa b :
! L Pl 1) , ; Asikai |
I _| || L Exires ; .
[ | ] |:| |:| |:| RO |:| D J 2 | | l \ | | | l ' ] Coupon valid until 315t December 1998 :
| Plocn ||'||'||| abe rogaterad Pame ond Addiess ol creddd corg halaer o diflaren o above All credis card |
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flelds of Essex

Qur continuing series of articles looking at the wartime airfields
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of the UK turns its attention to Essex — home to the American 9ih

Arr Force.

The previous INSTALMENTS in to 0 S cambridge 19 ()
our East Anglian airfields < "' oy T
overview looked at Norfolk B ' c Ipswich e
{January 1998) and Suffolk s ' (1 ' g -
(March 1998); and it soon ) = “
became apparent to the reader : ' NEY e
that but for USAAF use there
would have been very few e
| airfields in East Anglia. Whereas . (o
in World War Two, Norfolk and i) 4
Suffolk were home to the heavy
bombers of the 8th Air Force, )
Essex provided a base for the fighter units and medium
bombers of the 8th Air Force — the B-26 squadrons in
particular were to be found in Essex from mid-1943. With
the invasion of Europe, the 9th Air Force gradually moved
to airfields in Europe and by late 1844 most had left Essex;
however, a number of airfields reverted to the RAF and

)

it

£ o

were used by 38 Group
units in support of airborne
operations, such as the
Rhine crossing, Operation
Varsity. With Essex
extending down fo the
London area, there were
also a number of RAF
fighter airfields that played
a key role in the Battle of
Britain, such as North
Weald and Hornchurch.
The majority of the new
Sl e B airfields for the growing
A e - USAAF were built by the Air
" EFTLS Ministry (of 50 new airfields
constructed for the USAAF,
36 were built by the Air
Ministry), whilst others were
» built by US Army engineers
Essex saw major wirhield constroction work mn 1942 aned 1943 as the CONImTY became home to bembers and fighters ul — the EABs fEng.‘nEe.r‘
the ®th Aar Foree. {National Archives) Aviation Battalions). In a
1942 report, Essex was listed as having the largest requirement of any region for aggregate — 21 000 cubic yards per
day for the period September to November 1942. However, 1943 was the most expensive year with a total bill for
USAAF construction works (not all in Essex) of £98,914,030. The final part of our East Anglian series, Airfields of
Cambridgeshire, will be in the August issue of FlyPast {on sale July T).
The best published source of information remains the ‘Action Station’ series and two volumes relate fo East Anglia —
‘Action Station 1' by M J F Bowyer and 'Action Stations 8’ by Bruce Barrymore Halpenny.
In recent years 'Countryside Books' has published a series of books looking at Second World War airfields. county by
county: also, over the years a few airfields and units have been covered in individual publications. The numbers {in
bold type) given below relate to the two-part airfield map published in FlyPast last year, the map references in
brackets {(numbers and co-ordinates relate to the OS 1:50000 series).

B FlyFPast July



Andrews Field apened i 1943
thie tirst wirfield banalt i 1:||J_r.E.|rh|. by
the LI's Pusnesr Lo
(FPCollection)

1o, ANDREWSEFTIELLY

(map 167/ TLAYS 245)

{']Eu'ru':i i ."'L;wil 1udd, this wegs
the tirst airficld buile by the LIS
|'1.||Ii.'_1:|l.'l.'r Avaation Battalions in

p——— T

England. It was mimally oocupred
.:‘:_'!.' the B=17s of the 95th BG bt
they were soon replaced by the B
26 epapped 3220d B, In
commimion with micst B-26 Groups,
it moweed o Farape inomigd-1944,
Andrewstield thien became home mo
RATF Mustungs
flecting AppRearan bry thie st jet
suadron, the Meteors of 16
Squadren on antt V-1 patrol. The
atrtield went out of use o lawe 1945

Miyor units — 1%, b5, 122, 129,
MIE 315, 316 Sans, 95th BLs,
A22nd B

.LII-L|. '|.|1L'I"-L' Wi

present Flving Club, April 1995,
(FF - Dhncan Cuabart )

The 833ed EATRs asphalr plant ar Andrews Field. (Nanonal Archives)

75 BOREHAM
frmap 167 TL7 40020

From ies opening in March

23, BOXTED

proap 168TMOT5305)

Aponther B-26 hase, Boxted
opened in Mayv 1945 and was
occupied by the 386th B,

hevwever, of meved Ok i

1944, Boreluim was bome 1o the
B-26s of the 3494th BG.,
haor unit — 394ch RO

FlyFPast July

Hangars at Andrewsheld, near ihe

September and the airfield
became home to vartous Fighter
Croups. The P-51s of the
Ax4ch O were |'|:}1|:u'::|! I£l
spramg 1944 by P-47s of the
abth TG,

Major umes— 56th FG,
354th FG, 3R6eh BG,

85, BRADWELL BAY

{map 168/ TMOMNES)

Opened in Movember 1941
but it was April 1942 betore the
firstunit — the Boston-
equipped 418 Sgn — moved in,
The wirtield also housed
detachments using the nearby
Drenghic Flars range {and

i11|]l_'l."lj |'1.Il] |"L"'l_'l'| L1 LhRLE e |

landimg ground for the ranges
hetore apeming as an arfield).
Irs main use was by nyghr
lghter/intruder unirs, plas, from
1943 onwards, varous fighter-
bomber unirs fying 'Rangrers”
over Furope. In due course,
units abso lew ant-"Diver’
patrols from here and a three-

sepuaadron Spictire Wing was

tormed. Amongst a number of
other units 1o operate from
Bradwell was 278 ."u|||:u|rr||: I
the Aar Sea Rescue role,

Major umats — 23, 64, 126,
141,151, 264, 278, 418, 456,
ARR, G5, 611 ""~r||'.:~.

1532, CHIPPING ONGAR
(map 167/ TLOS5580)

The 387th B was the first to
usé thisarfield, which l'lj'm:-‘li‘.l*
im June 1943; whenoat left in July
1944 Chipping Ongar became a
storage site for Hadran gliders,
The BRAT took over the site 1n
April 1945 but it saw very lirele
further use.

Major ume — 387th BG,

197. DEBRDEN

(map 154 T1.5655340)

A 19308 Expansion Period
airfield, Debden opened in April
1937 for three fghter
squadrons. During the ¢arly
part of World War T'wo it was
used by vanous day and nighe
fighter units on rotation, By
1941 1t had turned to affensive

March 14, 1944 - constructing the taxiway at Hesreham,
[Watwiral Archives)



Nlhek- 194 el @ 518 of the
135F S deh FG mbies @ rest from
operatons at Debiden,

{ Anily Thomas Collectun)

operations and the [ -"c:n'.'--'lls'r'h
vear, seotember 1942, the o
LIS atr-crewed kagle squadrons
of rhe RAF moved here to torm
the deb B
here, aperating in i,
Spithres, P-47s and P-51s, until

I"hey remuned

the end of the wir.,
-17, 29, 85, 111,
418, 504, AO1 Sqns, 4th FG,

Muar units

229 FARLS COLNE

Lmap 168/ TLES0L/0)

The arfield was first used
friv Mlay 1943 l1_'.' the B-17s of
the Sdeh B0 bt wath the
change of Group deployments
they were replaced the following
pricerith ':l.'.' the B-26s of the
324l B, This wunst -.||'|1:L'.1-.'|':
in July 1944 and twe months
Later the RALF moved i, the
arrfeld -Ia-l_"||'H dsed for -..'|I-:'|.':-I|
aperations and glider towing.

Majior uniss — 296, 297 Sqns,
12 3rd B

287, GOSFIELD
|_|1|,l,|_| .Il'l-.'l."-l.l. T35
Ciosheld opened in autumn

1943 and became the largest

hevmae o i |'1T' ot thie ;-!'r':lll'n
FCE T Mareh 1943 they were
replaced by the A=20-eguipped
F0th BOS, one of three such
Crmomps the 9th Air Forees
When the A-20s moved o
France in September 1944, the
wrfield sawwe hiitle harther wse,
except durng the petiod if
AirhoTTie optrations oogilmsed n
conunetion with the e bang
Fakit
spcdrons were in briel resitence.

iath PG,

LTSI when three

Mlagor mits -
A1inl RS

— P e Pl s W—

RO  rn  + Y

surviving buildings in the N1 corner of Great Dunmow, April 1998, (FF - Duncan Cubott)

207, GREAT DUNMOW

Lmap 167 TL5%I255)

Opened i July 1943, this was
another B=26 hase, housing the
AH6th BOG from September
1943 to October 1944, Lake
other abandoned’ %th Aar Foree

e 410th BG's Acro Club dplus two Amencan Red Cross girls), June 1944,

bases, Great 1inmow wils
brought mto service by the
RAF's 38 Group for transport
-l|wr.|ti-||::-. meluding LUperation
sty

Major units — 190, 620 Sqns,
i=hth G

AL

This A- 20 h'klllilllln'Ll. Laroup flew from Giosticld berween March 1943 ad

Seprtembaer 19440 (Mational Arehives)

WK, GREAT SAMPFORD

|:|||.||| 1545 T EBAOH0]

Che of the later |l".:;’.|';ll.il bases,
Cireat Sumplord II'I'II'III.'I.l 11l
April 1942 s 0 home 10 esoort
fierhrers, the mam wsers being
H|'|||_r'|_'|_' wnits — wlthoweh from
late 1942 there were 4 number
alf Asmerican detachments, H'".
the following year the arbield
was little used for operitional
Aying and became the R Ab
|{-'.-;_l'||:|{':||'=\. Rattle School uneil
it closed m Aupust 1944,

v ,|i||| wIts ‘.!-':I.l (S I :"l-:|ll-.

359, HORNCHURCH

(map 17771050845

A famows World YW One
Heme [ 3etence field 1i]
Sutton's Farm — a4 new airfield
ws built 1 the same area dunng
the Tare 19208, By the ourbreak

T L A H T herme B 1w ||_ﬁ|-'!|'|

FlyPast July



432, LITTLE WALIDEN

(map 1547 TLE50435)

The 408th By wath s A-20=
"|'|||'|.-|_'|_| into Stanon 16590
spring 1944 and stayed until
seprember when it imoved o
Eurepe with the rest of Yth A
Force, The airficld was then

used by Brh Aar Force fightes

WEIEs — |'-|l::- danort detachrment

By the B=17s% af 495rd B when

i':'- LS | ]!.l'--.. FL R ||'||.i\.'| e I":li' k
Mujor units — 3alst FOG,
409tk B, 49%rd B,

The 818ch EADL constroctong the
runway at Lirear Dhunmow, Janunry
1, 1943 | Mationol Archaves)

Lictde Walden control from the SE,
April 1995, (FP - Duncan Cubitr)

sejuadrons and was destined o
play o major rote 1 the Battle of
Britain, beane home m o yanety
of fphter unies, As the RAF

taok the nr":}- |-C:-'-'-.'. the three

470 MATCHING

(map 167 TLAS01 1

':':||'-|,'|:|_'-.| i !‘h.'|l‘.|.'|:||'-l'|' 1943,
Matchang first housed the B-26s
ot the 33 1se BO, from Febroan
1944, When they departed the
|-:|'||l.'.'||.:_|_ MNovermnber, the arrtield
was tiken on by the RAF 4 38
Camaup s i St raning
it wlthough operational i 11
rook place during Operation
Varsicy',

"‘]"i"' ity — 349 1st His.

32T. NORTH WEALD

Lmap 168 T 448044

"'||'||||.|_| il il AT AT TE l'n-"l."n'l":q.l
VWoar One Lunding Grounds
aroiircl Laorlon, this foo wis
relsenilt i the Late 19208 aned by
Seprember 1939 houscd
Hurricane amd Blenheim unats,
['|||' .|:||-||'-:-.| ;.I,n.; o a ceptral I-'-|l.'
it the Barele of Bratam and was
hepvity attacked. From 1941
-'\-:|'.-1':|||_|-. il r|:r|'|'.i [id :-!.'.I TSIV E
I_-:_'I-\. _||";I_| il I|l:-:|||_ T FILATEY
short-term derachments, most
units being based here on more
I!'|.|1| e GreaAsIion || I'|'||'|.|i|||'l.
buasy to the end of the wir,
mainly with Hurricanes,
spirtires and Mustangs

Major units — 25, 26, 46, b,
G371 111, 121, 151, 249, 257,
285, 31 311,313, 341,

03, (i "-.||-.:.

32

s

582, RAYDON

|!|'|;'||'| [55 T MOET39L

|.“="|I-:_'_r|i d |;||-' |"|-|'!- far o
USAAF Fighter Group, the

|

| 4 s
g AT VA

."'-'IIII|.|I-:' --|.|.I iiromns at the

Homnchurch Wing flew sweeps .

over L |||mn| Fairspe. By May L, _E.:f,'fi'-i"ffﬁ g
1944 the mrbeld had ceased
RN B -]_""||L:. |l'.|-:'|'.:'.:|l||-\. AT WS
st s u PTC (Personned
g Centre), although «
pumber of detachments, such as
TR ALR H\|||...I|':,|., continued
tiv use the wirtield.

Magor mnts— 41, 54, 64, &5,
s, 74, 0122 129,222, TR,
113, 340, 349, 350, 411, 453,

SIS E Y "'u,||:'-.

I-2 hamga; e erecred 1!}' thie
adth AR ar Marchimg,
[Mational Archives)
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My thae fl:]h:u'.vlnja' Yeir {se
airlield was under CAM for the
LISAAF, the B-17s of the 381st
B3 arrving 1o June and
remaining to the end of the war,

Mapor unsts — Y0 5qn, 3814t
B

501, RIVENHALL

{map 168 TMB20210)

This 9th Air Force fighter base
opened in late 1943 and hoeused
the P-51s of the 363cd FOG from
January 1944, although the unt
was replaced by rhe 3%7th B

[or |'||‘.II:'T“.IriI'lII'-i .IFI'I'.II'Jlil ]J'l.}.‘l}-

Following this hectic period, the

arrfield was ransferred oo the

H;J.f.'|||111 i||1.||. ] 'i :-'. |!|.:l||.|g;.1| |h|.':|1|i_f|
l."I-'I.'I'lL'I.I I1_'r' 1iIL': ﬁ:;.:|-|'|.| F.."Ln.
I:"'\::|I:'i1111:l]|"|.1'1."|!|'1'|.'-'.'.~i:l

airtield was brietly occupied by
the 357th FG before it wasy
|'|-'r'|].u'r-.| by the 358th GG, This
P-47 wnit lett in ."l.|!-r':| 1944 1
e replaced by the 353rd PO
which, re-equipped with P-31s
i Oetaber, remained to the end
of the war

Muor units — 333nd FL5,
157th FG, 338th FG

RY. RIDGEWELL

Lmap 155/ TM 740415

I::‘.'|"'|'I'||'|| i it |"J—1-: 95 4
satellite tor Stradishall, %0

Sequadron arewved 10 Decernber
with Stirlings as part of MWlan The 353d PG oceupied Raydon Frome mud-1944; this view shows the “Third Echelon auro repair shop in March
{045, (Matonal Archives)

Foree Bomber Command, In

Drecember 1944 and the Officers
Meas of the 381t RO ar Ridgewel]
is given a festive look — note the
wall and ceiling paintings.
[Mational Archives)

RAF: 38 ( G arted honsedd

twir Btirling units for paratroop

- - - : i ’ H
A "1_-. 53-... 5 | 3 N and ghder-towing during
: g ' ; e A ' B ' Operation "Varsity
: . - o . w0 . . ] ol iy _"I-']'rl_|4:-l: UELES — T ] |:.|;L
The tower ares at the 38Ta B0 Ridgewell home, (National Archives) 397ch BG, 295, 570 Sqgns.
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Rivenhall was first used as a firhter base by 9th Air Foree. (FP Collection)
i

bt o the outhreak of war vwas
closed for redevelopmem i
become g satellite tor Morth
Weald, From August 1940 1
received short-term
.,Jl_'|:|;,|'||:'||,::|I'-\.I the first |.I-\'_".II|'1 151
h;||:;|.;l_-r||-., Bt weas Licele used 10
the winter mentls due to
waterloging. In March 1943 1
wits transterred to Army Co-
I:'I'l'-|_-'r_||iu|| Command for use by
Sawbrndsreweorth's Austers but
".l_'.-' the -:'I|-.|. ll|.||'|l.' yesLr ok Tl
.|'|-|'I_'I'||_r|{' EI_I_|-| |||"|II'.' P ....-I“i
Tactical Air Force, From mid
1944 it housed a glader unit of
Londen Gliding Command.

Major units— 3, 46, 242, 277,
f_'uEh :“;|'|'|I'-:, 142 |'.I|1. 2

Camouflage Ulme

761, WETHERSFIELD

(map 167 7T L720335)

One of the ooy postvar cx
LISAF airticlds that wsed 1o bea
|1.:-.|1|||_|| aershiow destinanon i the
1o, Woethersheld has its onganes
as a 1941 satelbire fon Radgewell,
il |'.|'|||:;;:|| alATvisE ey LSE SeTs G
have bern made of the site antil i
apened m Jamury 1584 a5 i tull

!

Bomber Commmand station — only
i | LU el B thie A-205 0l the
416th BCY This unir ket in
September 1944 and two months
Later 38 Goroup Strlings wrrved for
supply drop and ghder-towing
worle, [During Operation "Varsity
it wars used by Bk Adr Force U=
. 190, K :":-c|l!h.

."'.'1.Lic:r LIris

d16th B,

Having been handed o the RAF, Rivenhall became home to 3o 38 Group
[ov airborne operations amid wis wsed by ":irirﬁll_l.f, gt sueh as 2493 !'1.:||.|.:|.||| i,
Srarling 1V LK271 of that unit is seen here at Rivenball on Auguse 8, 1945,

—

594, ROCHFORD
l.l"i{'-l_ll-lll'lhl'!

(map 17RTQRT2R95)

his ex World War One field

was used for civil sviation o the

19305, and i the Expansion
Perod was adopted as an

Auxihary Lamp, becomg

home 1o an Elementary Reserve

FlyPast July

B-17 HHappy Bottom’ of the K2l
B, July 1944, the unit moved into
theis airtreld gmomad-1943 aod stayed
for the remanader of the war.

I ational Archives)

Flying Training (ERFTS) unit.
It was requisitioned on the
outhreak of wir as a satellite for
Hornchurch, becoming,
Olctober 1940, RAF Southend
wnd operating 111 the |'1;=:|:|Ir.'l' role
with squadrons using it on
shore-term derachments or as a
refuelling stop, By 1944 4t was
wperating as an Armament
Practise Camp (APL) and
formally became 17 APC unnld
recduced to C&M 1n Seprembes
[ 44

heime used.

although it was sl

:"t]-.linr ey
287, 350, 603, 611, 1488 TT'E,
17 APC,

a0, STAPLEFORD
FAWNEY
[y 177 TQ439970)
T'his 1930k cival field was
home to 21 ERFTS |'|} 1k

[Andy Thomas Collection)

'|'|-|i|,- !1|||.i.|:||ir||_!| 1 1|.|.|‘: SI'. corner l1|
Rivenhall (off Silver End, Kelvedon
Road) is rapadly becoming
overgrown, April 1995,

(TP - Dhamican Culbatn)

655, STANSTED

man 167 TLAAS 20

Orpened July 1943 ax an Ade
Depor bur housed operational
units pre 3-Day; the B-26s o
the 344th BO bemg in residence
from Muarch to September 1944,

Mo wrne L4arh B

798, WORMINGEFORD

(map 168 TLYZ0508)

Built in 1943, the wrheld was
accupied from N ovember by the
P47 of the 363rd B, although
these wers subsequently replaced
by el =38 equipped 55th FG
This latter wmt gave up s
Laghinings m fuvour of Mustangs
a1 el - 1944 and remained in
restdienee until the end of the war,

Major units — 55t (s,
WeAnd FOS

F!-E-.a
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Robert F Dorr looks at operations by the

25th Fighter Interceptor Squadron in the Korean War.

M JLUME 25, 1850, an cnslaught by T-34
Omadium tanks began the Korean War,
Al the time. the most expenenced fighter
outtit in the Far East was the 25th Fighter-
Interceptor Squadron — the “Assam Dragans’.
The 25th FIS was part of the 515l Fighter-
Interceptor Wing (FIW). cperating the Lockheed
F-80C Shoating Star, the principal LSAF Highier
in 1950, Stationed at Maha Air Base on Okinawa,
the 25th FIS '‘commuted’ 1o Japan to fly cross-
channel missions dunng the infial weeks of
the Korean fighting, But a chance came s¢on
enough to light on Korean soil. When the
Saptember 1950 landings at Inchon turned the
tide against the Morth Koreans, the 25th was
uprooted and installed al newly-recaptured
kimpo Air Baseo near Seoul, also known as k-
14

gt John Mossick, a 25th FIS crew chief,
made tha joumey from Okinawa to Korea aboard
the Victory-class transport USNS 591 Sylvaster
Antolak (T-AP-192], "where the bunks were
pilad 14 high®., MNossick arrived at liberatad
Kirmpa two weeks abead of the first F-80Cs. Near
the end of tha month, the Shooting Stars became
oparational and the ‘Assam Dragons’ bagan
supporting United Nations troops driving north
across the 38th Parallel inte Morth Korea,

"It was unusually cold tor September,” recalls
MNossick, “Condtions seemed protty prmitive, We
pumped fual out of S5-gallon drums. We lived
in tents and used a slit ranch for a bathraom.
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F-80C-10-LO Shooting Star (49-801) of the 25th FIS/51st FIW shortly after the squadron
arrived at K-13 Suwon Air base, South Korea on July 20, 1951, The paired red stripes
identify the personal mount of squadron commander Lt Col Clure Smith, who may have
had the first encounter with a MiG-15. The squadron badge frequently appeared on
both sides of the aircraft, but its application was not consistent. The purpose of the
yellow trim around the air intake inlet is not known. (John Nossick)

Bomb hioles in the rurway wene coversd over with
PSP [plerced steel planking]. Shortly atter we
began llying, an F-80 was taking off when it hit
a road grader working on the runway, the pilot
was killed,”

UM troops advanced rapidly, securing virtually
all of the Korean peninsula. Many were saying
that the war would soon be over. Bul Nossick
and his fellow F-80 crew chiafs wera nol
calebrating. “Morth Korea's last surviving Yak
fighter camea down and blew up our mal room

It was socold, our JP-1 tuel wouldn't fire, 50 we
had to start F-80s on 140-octane gas and then
awitch 1o JP-1 after the engnes it up.” MNossick's
25th FIS suffered its first combat fatality when
Lt Jacobs, in an F-B0C, failed 1o return from a
close air support mission,

There wera 1o be 17 mora F-80s claimead by
enamy gunfire in the low-lavel infema ol Korea
where, as Nossick recalls. "Thara was one hell
af a lot of metal flying around.” The F-800
had not bean designed with air-te-ground
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MiG debut

I a move that came as a slunning surprisa in
ML ! L the West, China intervenad in the Korean War
“L'« -' gl in November 1950 and soon had 300,000

rﬁ&' = u"! i o - ' troops on the penimsula, revarsing the ground

hattle and sending UM armies into a retreal
aouthward, The appearance of tha Soviel-buill
MiG-15 rendered the F-BO obsolescent. LN
imteligence had known of huge, modarm airkieids
an the Chinese side of the Yalu Hiver at antung
and Tatangkou, bul knew ittle about the MiGs
fiving thare. In early Movember 1850, 25th
FIS commander Lt Col Clure Smith came back
from an F-80C mission with 8 gun-camera
photo of a MiG-15 limping north across tha
Yalu trailing smoke.  This may have been the first
phatagraphic avidence of the Mika. 11 was
greetad with a sense of menace
Two sister squadrons of the 25th FIS “Assam
Dragons’ figured In history's first jet-versus-jet
alr battle on Movembar 8, 1950, st LI Hussell
Brown of the 26th FIS was llying an F-80C
i Vg r (49-713) belongng to Capt Jack Smith of tha 16th
When the 25th FLS and the rast of the 515t FIW began recrewh'ng F-BGE Sabres, the FIS — these were the ofher two squadrons

alrcraft initially wers painted with yellow fuselage stripes but lacked other distinctive subordinate to the 51st FIW — whien Brown shaot
markings, In this previously unpublished glimpse at the sandbagged Suwon flight line  doun the first MIG-15 to fall i battla. Although

c.December 1951, F-B6E-10-NA Sabre 51-2786 (foreground) is receiving maintenance

; _ the ‘Assam Dragons' slogged through treachaenous
attention, virtually all of which had to be performed out-of-doors. (LeRoy E Bain)

F-BOC-10-L0O Shﬁuhnq Star (49-501) of the
25th FIS/51st FIW at K-13 Suwon Air
Hazse, South Korcea in late 1951.

{John Nossick)

wartara in mind, yal | was often atla 1o returm
o base afler sustaining brutal damage. Mo
ane eyl sesmaed to have an unkingd wosa o e
F-B0, evan aiter Decembar T850 when a nval
fighter squadron unit began oparating the
classier F-Bb Sabra

Ir fact, the F-800 Shooting Star was much-loved
By thase who flew 1 — bud timas ware changing
fasl, The F-BD owed i1s origins to design work
bespyuirs b Jurse 19453 gsing a Brfish -:}::'Gll;jr‘l.'!-'l 54
pngine. Tha F-B0OC was the mamn wversion
pmiployved in Korea and was powerad inifiaily by
a 4.600ib (2.087kg} thrust Allison J33-A-23
centrifugal-flow | |||'--'J|= angina, while late
production F-BOCs received 5 40010 (2 4459kg)
thrust J33-A:364. Tha F-800 was amed with
six 50 calibre (12 7mm) nosa Browning M3
machine-guns willy ammunition trays for 300

: MNorth .ﬂmmn{:an F~BEE 10-NA Sabre 51-2740. Nmknames on the I‘lghl side of the nlrcraﬂ
rounds per gun, and typically carmed fuel tanks were applied by the crew chiel or armourer. Sometimes, although not here, two

and two 1,000l [454kg) bombs and elght  picknames appeared to starboard. The pilot was allowed to put a nickname on the port
irderwing rackels side of the aireraft, which was also where he climbed aboard. (Bill Rogers)
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air-to-ground missions, no F-80 pilot of the
25th FIS was aver able o gat a MIG

Amercans werg chased o of Kirmnpo when the
Chinese pressed their ground assaull and
recapturad Seoul, Soon, howevear, the Chinaso
advance stalled. The 51st FIW retumed to
Korea. The Wing, ncluding the 25th FI5 ‘Assam
Dmgons’, bagan ving from K13, Suwon Air Base
an July 20, 1951,

Sabre song

Tha MIG force noh of the Yalu grew relentlesshy,
Eventually, thars wera about 800 MiGs opposing
about 70 battle-ready Sabres, Evean those
odds ware not reached until, along with sister
squadrons in the parent wing {161 and 26th),
the ‘Azsam Dragons’ were assigned the air
combat mission. According to craw chial Sgi
Kanneth F Rhodes, the December 1, 1951,
transition from F-80C to F-B6E happenad so fast,
‘the angines never shut down.," Tha unit
oparated the F-86E model with an ‘all-llying
tail' that greatly enhanced the Sabre
manoeuvrability, although retaining the wing
and leading-edge slats thal ware 1o be comphetely
rewnorked in later Sabre vanants, Confrany to
published repors, neither tha 25ih FIS nor any
other squadron in the 515t Wing ever flaw tha
F-BEA,

To pravent F-B6 Sabre pilots from mistaking
aach other for MiGs, the rival 4th FIW painted
its alreraft with forward-slanting black-and-white
stripea, ke the "Normandy invasion stripes”
of World War Two. L1 Col George Jones, 5151
FIVY commander, didn't wani to copy tha othear
wing, 50 he sought a new design. It was a familiar
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An 'Assam Drnguns Canadair F-86E-6-CAN Sabre 52-2882 |s broken apart for an engine
change. Hard-pressed crew chiels and maintainers performed most of their duties out-
of-doors, even in Korea's sub-zero winters. (Hank Buttelmann)

stony — in peacetima, aircrafl are camoutlaged
to make tham harder for an enamy 1o see. In
war, they must be painied brghtly sc frendiies
will recognise them. Caplain Ed Malczak,
Group matenal ofticer and budding ams!, used
grease pencil to draw a picture of an F-86 with
a rearpard-slarting yelow band on the fuselags
and yellow bands on wing and tail. His yeliow
bands wara morme attractive than the nval 4ih's
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paint b, A foursword exchange ot dislogus gave
birth to the standard Sabre markings o the
W,

Malczak: "How's thig?"

Jones: “Thatl's it."

Matczak's yallow bands eventually became
standard thioughouwt 8 the Sabre units, Sometimea
in 1952, the 51st FIW, including the 25th FIS,
also adapted ‘chaguearboarnd’ 1ails (black on

j,-'; .
LA
15t Lt Bill Ginn peels off in F-B6F-30-NA
Sabre 52-4316, 'Nita". (Bill Ginn)

patural mefal), a revival of the "Assam Dragons
World War Two signature, The 25ih had a red
fin cap collar

F-86E Sabre

The F-86E had been rushed into action
fellowing a first flight on September 23, 1050, The
'E medel' Sabre powarplant was 1he Ganeral
Electnc J47-GE-13 (later -27} axial-flow turbojet
engine rated at 5 200lb static thrust and ammament
ramainad si 50 cal (12, 7mm) M3 machine-guns,
The ‘ali-thing tail' and the irmeversibie hydraubc
systems infroduced in the F-B8E were consinered
one of the most impordan advances of the era.
Among the 25th FIS® alrcraft wana some of the
G0 F-BAEs Built in Montreal by Canadair

Mow, thi war waged by the 'Assam Dragons’
had a kind of purity — it was all fought in the
stralosphera, often above the level whare
contrails gave a fel-take waming of a fighter wing
on the approach, and it was all air-to-air. Filots
praised the way an F-BBE could manoceuvre with
the MG — but a classified repan listed all tha
phstackes the 25th FIS was up against. Sabres,
the report said. were "almost invanably
outnumberad” by "axtreme odds.” 'MIG Allay',
the Americans’ term for the stretch of harg-
fought territory along the Yalu, opposita the
anarmy’s Antung aifield, was “al the outer range
of the F-BEE combat radius” and "is over enarmy
ferritory @t all times.”

Mot even the worthy F-86E could tully satisty
hard-pressed maintenance men, Sgt Daniel
Walker, crew chief for 251h ace Captain Iven &
Kinchelos noticed that the aileron actuators
lmaked, This was an Irritating characlenstic
unique to the F-B6E modal. When the warst
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happened, all of the hydraulic fluid in the airplans
would gush cut. Walker also complained that
whan the aft section of the Sabre had to be
remioved for angine work, the spiral disconnects
wore difficult to loosen or ightan propearly. The
canopy seal was nevaer right. Because of
persistent maintenance problems even when new
Sabras were arriving, the aircraft-oul-of-
commission rata (ADCR) spiralied upward

On Decembar 2, 1951, 15t L1 Paul E Roach
claimed a MiG-15 in a running doghight naar the
Yalu — the first aerial victory of the war tor fhe
26th FIS, Maj Bill Whisner, squadion commander,
becarna the unit's first ace with a fifth MG kil on
February 23, 1852, As more and beller
groundcrews became familiar with the F-86E,
AQCRH ratas improved and red stars — kill
markings — began to proliferate on the sides of
the aircraft.

Litimataty, su men wara o achieve ace status
in Korea while flying with tha 25th, Two ware
wing commanders — Col Francis S Gabraski and
Col Robert P Baldwin, The others wera Maj
Whisner, Capt lven C Kincheloa, Jr, Maj William
H Wescott and 15t Lt Henry ‘Hank' Buttelmann,
At timas, these man wanl across the Yalu after
thair pray. Al tirmes, they wara caught up in some
ol the bigoest dogfights in history, with hundreds
of aircraft hurtling around,

Battiing the MiGs was always a challenge. The
Amaricans had to fravel up to 380 miles (610km)
to fight an adversary who could choosa the
firme ared place of the engagemeant and never gel
peyond eyesight of his home basa, The MiGs
could fiy higher, and seemingly could sustain an
gnormmous amount of punishment from 1Ha
Sabre's 50 cal (12 7mm) gung. The fiendhy radar
site on Chodo Isiand that was supposed to
warmn of approaching bandit trains (fermations
of MiGs) sometmas got it wrang, and sometimes
it was oul of commission, Some of tha MG pilols
lacked axparience but others were tighly skilled,
We know today that many of thasa pllols wera
Hussians.

MiG Alley

Fst LI Joe Cannon, who flew F-BEE Sabres with
the 25th FIS remembers what it was like 1o
fight the MiG: “OH the 81 missions | flew, most
of them weara with Kinch [Kinchelos] and Gabby

Colonal Francis S Gabreski, 51st FIW
commander], On April 2. 1852, Kinch and |
gnlered the area near Sinanju, not far from the
Yalu RHiver, at about 48,0004 [14.630m]. We
dropped cur exdermal tanks when we spatted threa
flights of MiGas about 50004 [1,524m] below us
Wa were lucky in that we were nol pulling any
contrats and they had nol sean us.

We rolled ovar and dove down on them
Kinch bagged one as we busted through the
middla of the whole damned fomabon (not the
smanast thing we aver did). | came so close 1o
colliding 'with one MG that &5 | weant by, we ooked
aach othar straight in the face and | noticed that
fhe MG pilot had a cloth helmet on

"Kinch called cul aver the racso that it was my
i ncw (wae aliemated fiying wing for each other)
| pulled up real hard and rolled, Going arcund
| saw the MG | had just missed colliding with
He was heading for the Yalu, so | splii-5'ad and
came down behind him, Alter a threa-second
Birst he began 10 burn

‘About that moment, Kinch yelled, ‘Break left!
When | broke hard and lumead my head 10 sea
who was on my tail, the entire world Iit up
This MG jockey shoots the oxygen mask right

e

F-86F Sabre pilots of the 25th FIS at Suwon in 1954, In the sparse room are a
blackboard and chalk for pre-flight briefings, a map of the Korean peninsula, pages
from an airfield runway guide, and a roster of 'Assam Dragons’ aircraft. (Bill Ginn)

off my face, blows the canogy away, makas my
laft wing half the size of my right one, and
shrads my rudder

‘When | punched oul over the coast, several
hundred miles from where | wanted to be, the
KiGs set up a gunnary pattern on me coming
down In the chute, Kinch was right in the
maddie of them, breaking their concentrabion up
MiGs were coming from everywhara, Some of
them came 50 close, [hay were swinging ma
honzantally in the chute, but | swear that Kinch
was behind every one that came by, What a sight!

“I wag picked up by the Navy and retumead 1o
Suwoan lor dinner.”

In late 1852, the 25th FIS began 1o receive F
B Sabres, The'F model’ intkally had cnly miros
ghanges, but late F-B6Fs infroduced a naw
wing design. The '6-3' wing, 50 named because
of the rat betwean chord and span, dispensed
with leading-adge slats. With more powerul J47
engines and this ‘hard’ wing, tha Sabre finally
was superior fo the MiG-15 in all perormance
regimes, No longer could the MIGs lly higher
or manoeuvre mare tghily

In early 1953, pllots of the 25th FiS began 10
see a different kind of MIG plot. The first team
was gone. More and more of the MiG-15s
COMIng Up o do batile with the Sabnes were Deing

flown by inexperienced newcomers, dubbed
‘cadets’ by the Amarcans. In lgss than threa
yaarg, the enamy's pilot cadre went from mostly
Russian to mostly Chinasa 10 increasingly North
Korean. “Some of them saemed 1o be amateurs.”
acknowladped Manre Maj John H Glann Jr, fiying
an exchangs tour with tha 25th in an F-B6F Sabwe
called ‘MG MAD MARINE'. Glenn shot down
three of them in a fortnight and would certainly
have becoma an ace bul for tha signing of the
armistice on July 27, 1953,

Uitimataly, Sabre pilots of the 25th FIS scored
116 asndl vicloras,  Awcraft Iosses werg not
recordod by sguadron, but the cambat ratio of 15
kills for every loss — the best such ratio in the history
of aur warlare — i5 generally believed accurale,
in large measune because of the detenorating guality
of enemy pilots near tha end of the war, Lalain
the war, the number of Sabre ighter wings weni
from twio to four, By the tme of the amistics, Sabre
pilots had flown B, 177 sorfies and were credited
with downing 782 MiGis vis-a-wis 78 lossas In air
te-air combal, A frash look at Korean War
statistics in the 1980s suggested that the actua
figuras might aclually be even mona strongly in
favour of the LS pilots

In the immeadiate posiwar Korean ard, the
26th FIS fliow "hard wing' F-BEF modeds with brliant
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52-4580 is a North American F-86F-30-NA
Sabre piloted by 5181 FIW wing
commander Col Benjamin O Davis, one of
the US" leading black aviators - seen here
leading a formation of the 25th FIS on a

flight from Suwon, Korea in 1954,
(Bill Ginn)

red nosas, The sguadron's ‘MG killer' ara
ended in 1956 when il converted to F-B&D
irferceddors. . Tha Assam Diragons stll iy i Korea
today
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Postwar shot (1954} of Bill Ginn's F-86F “Nita' (52-4318). (Bill Ginn)

* shared seriaf viciory

Dac 2, 1651
g 13, 1951
Dhag 27, 1861
Ceac 27, 1951
Dac 28, 1951
Jan &, 18952
Jan &, 1852
Jan g, 1852
Jan &, 1852
Jan 6. 1852
Jan § 1952
Jan 7, 1852
dan 11,1552
Jin 11, 1852
Jan 11, 185
Jan 19, 1852
Jan 24, 1652
Jan 25, 1RE2
Jein 25, 1RE2
Jidn 26, 1852
Fab 17, 1952
Feb 17, 1852
Fab 19, 1852

Fabi 20, 1852
Fab 20, 1852

Fab 23, 1653
Fab 27, 1862
Mar 5. 1852
Mara. 1052

Mar 5. 1858
Mar 5, 10532
Mar 10, 1652
Mar 10, 18952

dpr 1, 1952
Apr 1, 1952
Apr 1, 1952
Apr 1, 1452
fpr 1, 1852
fpr 2, 1452
Apr, 1852
Apr 6, 1952
Apr 13, 1952
Apr 13, 14952
fpr 13, 1952
Apr 13, 1952
Apr 14, 1954
Apr 21, 1952

dpr 26, 1952
Apr a0, 1552
May 4, 1952

May 13, 1952
May 28, 1952
May 2B, 1852
May 2B, 1952
Jun &, 1982

Jun &, 1852

Jun 154, 1952

18% LI Paul E Roach

18t Lt Anthory Bulergesksy,

188 LI Clilond F Brossan
ond Lt Kennath & Shealy
18i LI Paul E Roach

Maj Yan E Chengiar
Capt Jehn & Heard

1stLt Donala E Little

Col Walkar M Mahurs
Maj Willigm T Whisnar, Jr
Capt Halph B Ashby
Capt John 8 Heard

Cal Francis 5 Gaboask|
158 Lt Thial M Hoewas
Maj Williem T Whignar, Jr
181 LI lwen G Kinchaloe, Jr
18t Lt Frank J Gataly

188 L1 William Guinthber
188 LEAnthom Kulangeshy
188 L1 wWilliam L Sholner
150 L1 William Guinther
Cod Walker M Mahurin
Cl Albert Schiniz and
Capt Paul Handerson®
Maj Van E Chandke:

Gl Francis Gabrass and
Maj Wm Whianpr"

Maj William T Whisner, Jdr
Maj Wan E Chandiss

Col Watkar M Mahuirin
Col Walkar Mabwunn and
180 LI Gl ARingan®
151 Lt Dale W Smiley
Capt Kermath L Swifl

155 Lt Homar R Charlton. Jr
Capt Paul Hendersan and
181 LI Babn Andamon”
Cod Francle 5 Gabraskl
Capt Iven G Kincheloa, Jr
Caps Iven C Kinchaboa, Jr
ha) William H Wescott
haj Willizm & Wescoll
Capt ven G Wnchsiog, Jr
T LE Crale WY Similey
LART ven L Rnchaica, Jr
Caps William L Craig

Ciod Francis & Gabraski
151 Lt Donald Harsmio
Rl Willigm H Wascol
hai Willigm H Wescol

181 Lts Donald Hemmer and
Perey Sauncars®

Rt} Willism B Wiascol

Lt Col dames B Resbs

Lt Col James B Rashe
15i Lt Sapn | Anderson
Maj Efrmes W Harris

Maj Elnes W Harrs

151 Lt Aober © Ochs
Capt Paul A Handesson
{51 Lt Raman L Koanig
Capt Frances & \Wilams

Jun 21, 1RE2
Jun 27, 1052
Jud 4, 1852
Jut 4, 1852
T i 1]
Jud 14, 1852
Jud 16, 1952
Aupg 30, 1852
g A0, 1952
Sap 4, 1852
Sap 4, 1852
Sep 4, 1052
Sap 4, 1852
Sop b, 102
Sop 8, 1552
Sep 9, 1552
Sepd, 1853
Sep 14, 1652
Sap 16, ThE2
Sep 16, 1552
5ap 21, Tead
Sap 29, 1652
ot 3, 1852

Oal 12 1862
Moy B, 1952

Mo 16, ThLE
Mow 18, 1852
Mow 21, 1853
Jan T 1953

Jit 14, 1953

Aprig, 1Ha3
Apr 17, 1883
Apr 17, 1853
May 20, 1853
May 18, 1853
Jun &, 1953
Jun &, 1953
Jun 16, 1953
Jun 16, 1953
Jun 16, 189453
Jur 18, 18963
Jun 18, 1963
Jun 18, 14954
durn 22, 1953
Jun 22, 1953
Jun 24,1953
Jdun &, 106
Jun 27, 1853
Jun 26, 1853
Jdun 28, 1953
Jdun 30, 1963
Jul 12, 1H5d
Jul 12, 14953
Jul 18, 1953
Jul 18, 1953
Jul 18, 1953
Jdul 22 1954
Jduil 22, 1854
Jul 221953

15 Lt Asa 5 Whitehead
Capt John R Spalding
168 LI Salun L Andorson
Capt Francs & Wiliams
Ma| Elrmes W Hamis

16t LI Lawrence E Spun
Capt Arhur H MeCarhy
Capt Paul B Hendarson
181 Lt Friank & Willams
Capt Morman L Box
Capt frthur H MeCany
181 Lt La Veame G Siangs
161 Lt Garry A Willard, Jr
Caph Morman L B

181 LE Saman K Sndarson
181 LI Walar B Copelnng
2nd Lt Thomas L Moore
Capd Morman L HBox

Tt LE Cialwin € Doy
My, Herman W Visscher
15 L Bimon K Andarson
Lt Col Alber & Kally

i5l Lis Aza Whitehead and
Crisg Canady’

S Namion J | '?'|I!'

L1 Col Albert 5 Kally and
{&l Lt Jamas Kienpl*

fal Lt Calvin G Devay

Lt Cal Albar 5 Kally
Mager Varnon J Lyvle
Cean Charlag O Carr
Ciaeed Charlen © Carr and
1& Lt Frad W Goay®

1af Lt Geonga D Matthews

161 LL Frederck W Marmorow

Capd Floyd W Salia
Maor John {5 Giraudn
Cop Harsey L Jensen
G Floya W Salze

tat Lt Thomas W Bautlert
ol Hobert Baldwin
Wik Gaorge M Howall
Gt Duncan M karton
Lol Haber! Baldwin

FL B TF Dickinson

151 Lt Hanry Butlaimann
Col Roberl Baldwin

151 LT Hanry Bullsrmann
15 Ly Aesoon E Andearson
i&l L1 Hanry Buttedmann
FLH J Lowall

181 L1 Hetry Bubtalimann
1L Bannoth L Pasnie
15l Lt Henry Butiglmeann
Major John H Gilenn, Jr
bst L1 Jotn O Winlars
Pat LI Hanry Bullalmiann
Kap dowt W Glann, i
gl L1 Jerpkd [ Parker
1at L1 Henry Butielmann
Maj John H Glann, Jr
2nd L1 Bam P Young




THIS IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY to take
part in the most realistic and authentic
military Air Combat experience
currently available to civilians. The Sky
Huszars Air Combat Manoeuvres School

is Europe’s first and only CAA-approved

air combat school, It was established
by the International Fighter Pilots
Academy (IFPA) and is officially
designated the IFPA's Mo 2 Squadron
operating at Budaors in Hungary, The
Sky Huszars ACM School is equipped

with a fleet of Yak-52 military trainers.

FlyPast, in conjunction with Air Forces  You will hear the gunfire, see the kill’
Maonthly, is offering two people, with as smoke is activated from the target
or without a pilot's licence, the chance aircraft, with all the action recorded
to fly with the Sky Huszars at Budaors  throughout the mission by three on-
Airfield which is located just 7 miles  board video cameras. The prize also
(11kms} from Budapest in Hungary, includes issue of a flight suit, all the
required flight gear and you will receive
The prize will feature a fully pre-briefed a video of your flight as a personal
mission flown with one of the School’s SOUVEenir,
fully-gualified fighter pilot instructors  The prize winners will be provided with
during which you will attack an 'enemy’  travel to and accommodation in

aircraft with your Yak's electronic gun.  Budapest.

To win this exciting prize,

all you have to do is
answer the following
question:

In which country was
the Yak-52 designed?

Send your answer on a postcard or
sealed envelope by no later than
Friday June 10 to:
AFMIFlyPast Yak-52 Topgun
Competition
PO Box 100, Stamford, Lincs PES 1XQ




'L.ﬂ.“ﬂ‘ OF THE SKiES"®

FlyPast PLAYING CAHUS

SPITFIHE ¢ LANCASTER

This collectable twin pack presentation set of top-quality playing cards is
guaranteed to bring hours of fun and entertainment threughout the year to
all wha use them.

The cards are printed In full colour on a quality linen finish material, and
uepln:t two of the chansmatic aircraft of the Battle of Britain Memarial
Flight — one pack pictures the Spitfire with the Lancaster featured
on the other. Each pack is cellophane wrapped and the pair are
supplied in a burgundy leatherette style two-piece presentation
box, with the FlyFPast logo gold blocked on the lid.
Additionally, 8ach box is cellophane wrapped overall,

x e & to Key Fuhli;hlng Ltd.), Postal Order, Sterling
International Money Order, Giro (account number
r by credit card (Mastercard, Visa and Eurocard),
Packing Charges:- UK customers please add £1,00
ar, Overseas please add £2.00 per order. ' 3
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Hotline

For the latest Airshow News update, phone

0660 66 22 88

Bruught to you by Britain’s higgest selling Aviation Magazines

AR o AdriForces

Eatls will not exceed five minutes and will be charged at 50p per minute at all tlmES
This service is provided for Key Publishing by Telecom Express.
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Transair Pilot Shop Transair Pilot Shop
Fairoaks Airport, Chobham, 50a Cambridge Street, London
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Call To Order Or
Request A FREE 8 8
Page Coour Catalogue

Tel: (01276) 858533

ax: (01276) B55464




